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CAFES TO STARS: GET AN ACT 





WATV Pingo’ Coin 


Throwaway Dents 


Theatres So Badly That Exhibs Beef 


A Friday night coin throwaway + 


telecast directed at markets in 
north Jersey and Long Island cut 
so heavily into weekend pix the- 
atre grosses that film operators in 
those areas called a meeting fol- 
lowing show's recent premiere to 


request sponsor Newark Star- 
‘Letverr to change its time. 
Contest, called “Pingo.” offers 


big money prizes and necessitates 


reading the Star-Ledger or the) 


Long Island Press, both S. I. New- 
aouse publications, and then 
watching the WATV telecast. Ap- 
parently the*coin lure was suffi- 
cient to keep many families before 
the TV set that first night at 8:30 
instead of going to tle usual Fri- 
day film show. 

Fred Jablons, promotion director 
for both papers and copyright- 
owner of the 15-minute show, was 
called in by the theatre operators 
immediately and arrangements 
were made to seek a new time for 
the program. 

Before third broadcast of ‘“Pin- 
go,” WATV executives and Jablons 
had found a new time slot for it 
on Thursday at the same hour, 8:30 
p.m. The film-houses, chief among 
them those of Loew’s and Fabian- 
Warner, 


the evening theatre-going audience 
at all, but it was impossible to ar- 
range, apparently. 


To compensate for the continued 


conflict in time, the Newhouse pa- 
pers carried the same material 


(Continued on page 54) 


Record-Sized ‘N.Y. Times’ 
With Peak Ad Revenue Of 
Estimated $1,250,000 


Largest single newspaper ever 
published in New York, consisting 
of 436 pages in 10 sections with 
615,000 lines of advertising bring- 
ing an estimated total revenue of 
Over $1,250,000, was turned out by 
the N. ¥Y. Times on Sunday (13). 
Size of the paper was partly due 
to Christmas advertising volume, 
but more directly to the recently 
ended newspaper strike. 

In addition to its 152-page main 
news section, the Times carried a 
20-page special section, “for the 
record,’ with front and second 
page news for each day of the 
strike. Its Christmas book section, 
Originally scheduled for Dec. 6, 
ran 64 pages. 





ord-sized paper in a week—the 
Thursday (10) edition of 96 pages 
(176,858 ad lines) was the largest 
Weekday edition in the paper's his- 
tory, surpassing the 76 pages of 
Oct. 11, 1951. 
edition, that of Jan. 2, 1952, con- 


tained 96 pages, but that included | 


the year-end reviews of business 
and finance.) 


All told, the Sunday Times 
(Continued on page 51) 


might have hoped that) 
the show be switched to an earlier | 
time that wouldn’t conflict with | 


Sunday edition, in- | 
cidentally, marked the second rec- | 


(Another weekday | 





Durante to Get 466 For 
9-Day Frisco Auto Show 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Jimmy Durante has been set to 
| headline the annual San Francisco 
| Automobile Show at the S.F. Audi- 
|torium for nine days starting Feb. 
a! He’ll get a flat $46,000 for the 





date. 

Out of his share, Durante will 
pay his usual crew and two acts to 
be selected within the next few 
'weeks. Auto show management will 
pick up the tab for the 30-piece 
orchestra that will back the show. 


GM's 1006 1-Shot 
TV Motorama For 
CBS & Godfrey 


It's costing General Motors an 
approximate $100,000 to do a 45- 
minute one-shot on TV. It'll be 
| the GM Motorama show from the 
| Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., with the 
{nod going to CBS-TV. As was the 
case last year, Arthur Godfrey 
will emcee the show. Latter's pal- 
ship with GM's (now Secretary of 
Defense) Charles E. Wilson 
clinched the CBS biz two years in 
a row. 

General Motors is putting on the 
TV show on Wed., Jan. 20, and for 
; the occasion is paying Pabst $25.- 
' 000 to $30,000 for preempting its 
/45 minutes of fight time. Add to 
this another $47,000 for the Class 








|A time. Aside from the Motorama 
|spectacle (which will be road- 
showed), the auxiliary TV talent 
components, including Godfrey's 


participation, will another 
$25,000. 

That's probably top coin in TV 
| annals for a less-than-an-hour one- 


shot to sell cars. 


MAYOR-ELECT WAGNER 
HAS THAT AM-TV GLEAM 


That N. Y. mayor-elect Robert 


run 








| 
| 


Se /——— 


| F. Wagner Jr. was not merely pay- | 


ing routine obeisance to TV-AM 
| stations last week when he plugged 
the role of broadcasting in public 
affairs at a luncheon for him by 
executives of Gotham 
hreflected in his followup appear- 
ance. Wagner will be the top 
speaker at monthly meeting to- 
morrow (Thurs.) of Radio, News- 
reel, Television Working Press 
Assn. of New York in board room 
of NBC, listed for 8 p.m. 

Last week the  wmayor-elect 
named Arnold Cohan (of ad agen- 
cy of that name who handled the 
|TV-AM election campaign) as his 
| broadcasting advisor. 


| 


outlets is | 


| 


PIC THESPS nse 





By MIKE KAPLAN 


; Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Film stars without prior training 
|in vaude or cafe entertaining who 
|attempt highpriced cafe engage- 





ments on their film boxoffice repu- | 


|tations are risking their prestige. 
| Failure either to know from past 
| conditioning or to coach for dates 
| results in embarrassment all 
| around. Such is the warning sound- 
ed by H. D. Hover. He should 


| know, for he operates Ciro’s here | 
|and books the Last Frontier in’ 


| Las Vegas. Both spots are prized 
| by film performers who take flyers 
as floor attractions. 

Too often film stars 
“slumming”-in-the-boites 
That’s where their lack of show 
biz training is glaringly exposed 
They literally don’t know the risks 
| they are running, or what they are 
id 


bring a 
attitude. 


oing. 

Hover feels the difficulty is that 
“they're just not prepared.” 

| “Times have changed,” he points 
;}out. “Money is tight and live en- 
tertainment is fighting a constant 
battle with television. And the 


N CLUBS-HOVER: 











toe It’s Cowpunching 
| As Tax Gains Technique 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Prospect of going into the cat- 
tle biz in Nebraska is proving an 
, attractive lure for pix stars. Tax 
gains and depletion allowances on 
herds pay off to those with bank- 
rolls. 

Gregory Peck last week added 
his name to the growing list of 
celebs applying to Secretary of 
State Frank March for Nebraska 
cattle brands. 

Rosalind Russell, 
and Jack Benny previously 
applied. 

A Kansas City investment firm 
is negotiating leases for all four. 


See TV Grossing 
$53,000,000 In 


Gene Kelly 
had 





| public is no longer interested in| 


| going to see a film 
i|merely going to say how wonder- 
ful it is to be here, and then tel 


|a tired story about ‘a funny thing | 


|that happened while I was making 

|my last picture.” 

| The field of nightclubs is wide 

'open for an invasion by pic names, 

Hover believes. There’s been a 
(Continued on page 54) 


Santa’s Stocking 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Unless one disk gets unexpected- 
ly hot in the last lap, it's pretty 
clear by now that none of the new 
Christmas spirit tunes, which this 
Lyear number near 50, will grab the 





| current forefront and the big coin | 


| as “White Christmas,” “Rudolph 
the Rednosed Reindeer” and “I 
Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” 
| have done in past years. At least 
one of the multitude of ditties is- 
sued each Christmastime was able 
to lead the rest in popularity for a 
season. This term, disk jockeys 
| hereabouts report, requests 
been largely for the old standards 
| and traditional carols rather than 
_for any of the new releases. 
That record companies aren't 
bandwagoning on any one tune 
seems to bespeak the unimpressive- 
|ness of the lot. Customarily, when 
| one new tune shows early signs of 
clicking, nearly every major wax- 
ery hastens to duplicate the num- 
ber in a new version; this season 
it’s only true in a few cases—but 
in no case on an outstanding sell>r. 
Each diskery this term seems out 
to make or break its own bundle 
(Continued on page 46) 


! 


star who is|} 


Sans Sock Songs 


have | 


04; Radio Up 3% 


Washington, Dec. 15 

A prediction that the TV broad- 
casting industry will gross $530.- 
000,000 in 1954 or an increase of 
$82.000.000 over the expected rev- 
enues for this vear was made here 
yesterday (Mon.) by Richard P. 
Doherty, director of emplovee- 
/emplover relations of the National 
Assn. of Radio and TV Broad- 
casters. 


Elaborating on a talk he made 


last Friday (11) before the Mary- 
land-D.C Broadcasters Assn., 
Doherty told Variety that open- 


new TV stations will con- 
tribute substantially to industry 
revenues next year. The impact of 
the lifting ,of the freeze will con- 
tinue to swell business in 1955, he 
indicated, as additional VHF out- 
lets get under way in many major 
markets 

Doherty estimated that this 
year's TV gross will be $448.000.000 
or $114,000,000 higher than last 
vear’s revenues. 

Despite the great expansion in 
TV Doherty expects that this vear’s 
radio broadcasting gross will ap- 
(Continued on page 54) 


NEW ENGLAND PIX CHAIN 
WOOS ELT PRODUCTION 


A filmhouse chain in New Eng- 
land has been making overtures to 
Equity Library Theatre to tour an 
ELT production throughout its cir- 
cuit of theatres. ELT would have 
to finance the presentation. It’s 
understood that the film chain is 
offering a guarantee of a $5,000 
weekly gross and 30 weeks of play- 
ing time. 

{ No deal has been made yet. 


ing of 





? 


| legit 
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Chi Legit Situash Enigma to Hayward; 
Admits Producers Partly to Blame 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Leland Hayward, here last week 
to launch “Wish You Were Here” 
at the Shubert, confesses he finds 
the Windy City legit si*i ation 
something of an enigma. lic says 
it stumps him why the No. 2 m-tro- 
politan centre should lag so far be- 
hind New York in the number of 
shows it can support, pointing out 
that Chi currently has three Loop 
productions while there are 22 on 
Broadway. 

The population differential isn't 
great enough to account for the 
one-sided Chi-N. Y. ratio. and 
neither is the tourist factor, the 
producer opined. Actually, the 
Chi convention and vacationer traf- 
fic runs a close second to Manhat- 
tan. It's noticeable, however, that 
Chi is more of a weekend town 
with the first-of-the-week falloff 
greater than in New York. although 
that trend seems to be growing 
there too, Hayward stated 

He indicated some of the local 
lethargy can be blamed on 
the producing fraternity itself. 
Theatre patrons hereabouts and 
the four newspaper watchdogs es- 


pecially, have, down through the 
years, grown extremely sensitive 
about shopworn merchandise 

“A producer has to bring the 
best possible production to Chi- 
cago, or he shouldn't come at all. 
There can't be any shortcuts. 
Everyone that tries to cheat gets 
nuraered by the local critics, and 
rightly so.” Hayward szid. 

Actually, from a producer's 


Standpoint, a successful Chicago 


(Continued on page 56) 


N.Y. Trib’s Ungallant Kerr 
Brushes Wife in Notice; 
Others Rise to Occasion 





Jean Kerr, author of two sketches 
in “John Murray Anderson's Alma- 
nac.”’ drew several amusing men- 
tions in the show's reviews last 
week because she's the wife of 
Walter F. Kerr, drama critic of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune. The revue, 


which opened last Thursday night 
10) at the Imperial, N. Y., drew 
generally favorable notices. 


Kerr himself, in a pan of the 
show, noted that it contains the 
“darndest things” and, after listing 
some of them added, “You will 


also find a couple of sketches by 
my wife.” Further along in the 
notice he cited a “Drama Quartet 
version of the Mickey Spillane 
Stories, written by that Jean Kerr, 
who is not related to Deborah 
Kerr or John Kerr.” 

Brooks Atkinson, in his review 
in the N. Y. Times, mentioned that 
“Jean Kerr, a pretty breezy dame 
with the slapstick, has written a 
gruesome jest about horror litera- 
ture, ‘My Cousin Who?’ which 
De Wolfe acts with gusto. She has 
aiso caricatured the form of dra- 
matic readings in ‘Don Brown's 
Body’ by applying the culture of 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Sarnoff Dinner to RCA Prez Folsom — 
A Show Biz & Big Biz Highlight of '53 


By ABEL GREEN 


In ah extraordinarily warm sa- 
lute to Frank M. Folsom on his 
10th anniversary with the Radio 
Corp. of America, board chairman 
David Sarnoff’s dinner in honor of 
the prexy of RCA will remain a 
show biz and a big business high- 
light for a long time. It was not 
only a public salute to the com- 
pany president, but put into fine 
oratory a pattern of thinking for 
teamwork which will undoubtedly 
be utilized as a text in human and 
business relations. 

Brigadier General Sarnoff, an 
anomaly among tycoons in that he 
is a scientist and a researcher who 
is also ar orator of first degree, 
echoed not only his own and his 
company’s regard for the president 
of RCA, but also brilliantly mir- 
rored the unusual concept of Fol- 
som the man. Sarnoff was wise in 
his appraisal, proper in the choice 
of language, lavish in his praise 
of his second-in-command, but 
never sticky. He leavened the en- 
comiums with human punctuations. 

‘As a Man and Merchandiser’ 

Tm sequence he appraised Folsom 
the man, the merchandiser, and 
the teammaker. On human rela- 
tions he accented Folsom’s capacity 
for making the great many friends 
for which he is renowned. As.the 
executive he saluted “Frank for 
his ability to play it by ear, but 
he always plays on key and keeps 

(Continued on page 38) 


JOAN CRAWFORD, WITH 
STORY, MCA PACKAGE 


Hollywood, Dec. i5. 


Music Corp. of America is prep- 
ping deal under which Joan Craw- 
ford would set up her own indie 
unit to star in “Miss O’Brien,” 
Charles Speer story which she pur- 
chased from Warners three years 
ago for reported $35,000. She was 
originally skedded to do story for 
Warners while nder contract and 
bought yarn when she ankled. 

MCA is working out deal which 
vill include a producer, director. 
plus releasing organization, plus 
Crawford. 








+ 


| Ferrer Duo’s Pop Single 


Mr. and Mrs. Jose Ferrer (Rose- 


mary Clooney) are being teamed 
up on wax for a pop single release 
by Columbia Records. 

| The Ferrers will warble “Wom- 
an” and “Man.” 


Sullivan Video Bally 
Key Event of 30th Anni 
Celebration for Metro 


Metro's 30th anni will serve as 
a gimmick for an overall institu- 
tional bally of the company. While 
a current sales drive is one facet 
of the anni celebration, consider- 
,able effort will be expended in 
pitching the company generally. 
Plans for the institutional cam- 
paign were set last week at a 
homeoffice meeting of pub-ad ex- 
, ecutives. 
| Hefty use of TV and radio is 
contemplated, with M-G name 
stars expected to wave the banners 
and cheer for Alma Mater in the 
ether airings. Biggest deal set so 
far is an arrangement with Ed Sul- 
livan for a two-part history of 


Metro on the CBS-TV “Toast of 
,;the Town” show some time in 
February. Sullivan, it’s antici- 
pated, will use clips to provide a 
| panoramic picture of the com- 
; pany’s achievements over the past 
three decades. In addition, M-G 
performers are expected to lend 
personal support via an appear- 
ance on the Sullivan show. Com- 
, pany’s musical and terp talent will 
‘be much in evidence. It’s also ex- 
pected that production chief Dore 
Schary will appear on the show. 


Similar Metro celebration shows 





are being talked with other radio | 
and TV programs, with M-G dan- 
gling its impressive player roster , 


to support any radie-tv coopera- 
tive efforts. 
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| HORACE HEIDT 
; Opening January 1, 1954, at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago. 
Then to New York .. . Opening 
February 1, 1954, at Hotel Statler. 

Under Personal Management 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave., New York 


LQ ‘Eve Sellout 
Cueing Boft Biz 
For ANY. Ops 


| Sellout of the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y¥., to an organization on New 
Year’s Eve is figured automatically 
_to guarantee the same sellout to 
/every major N. Y. nitery. With 
more than 700 seats taken off the 
lush holiday market, rest of the 
cafes will most likely get the trade 
| that might normally go to the Latin 
Quarter. 


| Phileo bought out the Quarter 
| for a party for dealers and sales- 
'men as prizes in a contest for sell- 
jing the greatest number of appli- 
ances. It’s the first time that an 
| organization -has been able to cor- 
| ner a top spot on this holiday. Gen- 
| erally, only part of the spot is sold 
to one party, and the rest goes to 
regular customers or during a slow 
year to anyone who has the neces- 
sary tariffs. . 

So far, most of the spots have 
| had not much more than inquiries. 
Organizations have started buying 
space, but generally reservations 
|are going slowly. However, by next 
week the advance sales should be 
hitting the usual stride and none 
of the bonifaces anticipates any 
white space on the big night. 

Prices are on the same level as 
last vear. The hotel rates will run 
to $25 for the Empire Room, Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, and will go down to 
$7.50 for the Peacock Alley cafes 
of that hostel. 

The $25 seems to be the ceiling 


| (Continued on page 51) 


Chevalier’s Tight 1954 
| Sked; to U.S. in April 


Paris, Dec. 15. 














ithat will keep him busy with no 
| breaks through the coming year. 
‘In January, the singer goes to 
| Switzerland for recitals, and then 
in February and March he will fill 
engagements in North Africa. After 
that he does brief whirlwind tour 
of provinces. 

Chevalier is due to go to the USS. 

for two months of recitals in April, 
returning here for a pic in June. 
|Film has the temporary label, 
‘‘Masks Off!” In October, he is set 
for one-man show at Theatres des 
Champs-Elysees which will likely 
hold him for the balance of year. 





‘Rosalind Russell Film 


Set for Next Summer 
Rosalind Russell is quitting the 
legit version of “Wonderful Town” 
| at the end of the season néxt June 
| to star in “Girl Rush,” a musical 
| western in color. Pic will be prox 
duced by Frederick Brisson, head 
lof Independent Artists and Miss 
Russell’s hubby, in association with 
RKO’s Howard Hughes. 


| Frank Loesser will write the mu- 





| sic and Michael Kidd will handle 
| the chcereography. Brisson’s last 
| film, “Never Wave at a WAC,” 























(Goodson & Todm 


In hopes that their 10% soon 


With visions of packed houses, 


I sprang from. the cab to see 


Through Celebrity Service he 
And the smiling M.C., he was 
Saying, “Guess away, guess aw 


They laughed as they thought 
Then, while they were shaking 
And then, as the engineers fa 


Then shouted, “Dissolve, here 


And flanked by eight Petty gir 


He had a broad face that was 


He was chubby and plump, a 


He spoke not a word, but wen 
And you knew that the sponso 


“Won't you join us next week . 





Merry TV to You 


By FRANK WAYNE 








an Staff Associate) 


’Twas the night before options, and all through the land 
There were actors and actresses—contracts in hand. 
The agents were massed by the bank doors with care 


would be there. 


The comics were nestled all snug in their files 


laid in the aisles. 


And my wife in a dress, and I in a suit 
Had just started out on a pre-New Year’s toot. 
When out of the night there arose such a clatter, 


what was the matter. 


Away to my flat I flew like a jet, 

Tore open the door and turned on my set. 

The knobs that I twirled for my 30-inch screen 

Gave a contrast and brightness I never had seen. 

Where a test pattern should have been viewed on the channe] 
Sat a mystery guest, and a blindfolded panel. 

When the guest stood for bows to cued-in applause, 

I knew in a moment it must be S. Claus! 


More rapid than usual questions were dropped, 
“Were you in a hit play or in one that had flopped?” 
Now, dash-it-all, darn-it-all, how was he booked? 


must have been hooked! 
right on the ball 
ay, guess away all!” 


As the blindfolded four guessed his name and unmasked, 


of the questions they’d asked. 
his hand merrily, 


Each slipped him a list for the things neath their tree. 


ded to black 


Camera four in the street picked up S. Claus’s hack. 
The director said, “Focus up sharp, number four!” 


he comes through the door!” 


He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot, 
And the wardrobe man screamed at the sight of the soot! 
On his back was a bag of diversified loot, 

And he looked like a giveaway program en route. 


His boots were I. Miller, his suit came from Eaves 
His face proved that shaving was one of his peeves. 
His hack was a Jaguar with leopard trimmed seats, 


is draped all in pleats. 


A bunch of new ratings were clenched in his fist, 
And he hummed bits of “Dragnet” while checking the list. 


perfect for yocks, 


Which went with his body like cream cheese with lox. 


right jolly old elf 


With a long list of credits at playing himself. 


A wink of his eye as he picked up a cue 
Soon gave me to know a commercial was due. 


t straight to his pitch, 
r quite soon weuld be rich. 


Then, seeing the clock as it ticked on the wall, 

He cued in the closing: cast, credits and all. 

He sprang to his Jag, and with theme music blending, 
Sang eight bars reprise like an RKO ending: 

But I heard him exclaim as he ended his rhyme, 


.. With our star, Father Time!” 





Chi Critic Raps ‘Vicious Legion Slant 





Farrell’s TY Package 


James T. Farrell, the novelist, | 
has made up a TV package com- 
| prising 150 published and 50 un- 
| published short. stories. Malvin 
| Wald, Hollywood script writer 
| (and Jerry's brother), is negotiat- | 








|ing a percentage deal to whip ma- | 
terial into broadcast shape. | 


| Farrell's 15th novel, “The Face | 
of Time” (Vanguard) is selling | 
| well at present. Resultantly, his 
| old Studs Lonigan triology has 
| been reactivated as a screen pos- 





On ‘Hour’ for Damning Play Unseen 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Chi Daily News columnist Syd- 
ney J. Harris, who doubles as the 
sheet’s legit critic, last week tossed 
some barbs in the direction of the 
Chi American Legion's anti-sub- 
versive committee for its recent 
boycotting of “The Children’s 
Hour.” In a daily piece Harris 
called the committee’s stance 
“stupid, arrogant and_ vicious,” 
and the “customary technique of 
totalitarian societies.” 

Group’s boycott, which got 
pretty much the so-what treatment 


Maurice Chevalier, just in from | sibility via Steve Strassberg who! at the.time from the local press, 
a Spanish concert tour, has plans} has taken an option from Farrell.|had no apparent effect upon the 


| |show’s boxoffice, with attendance 


‘Ustinov Writing What He 
Wants; Will Boo Audience 


From Stage If Necessary 


London, Dec. 15. 

Peter Ustinov, whose latest play, 
i\“No Sign of the Dove,” opened 
Dec. 3 to unanimous critical pan- | 
' ning and to boos and jeers from the 
| first-night audience at the Savoy, 
;and closed after nine days (12), con- 
| tributed a feature to the Sunday Ex- 
| press which was headed ‘“‘Poo—the 
| noise you get to hear sometime if 
| you are any good at all.” Under the 
| byline, in very small type, were 
|the words: “whose new play this 
past week has had plastering from 
gallery and_ critics.” (Ustinov’s 
“Love of Four Colonels,” a big 
London hit, played on Broadway 
last season and toured the U. S. 
this year). 

In the Express feature, Ustinov 
opens with the comment that the 
| Sound of booing, when directed 
| against you personally, is particu- 








Lillian 


on upbeat during final two weeks 


lat the Harris. (Show closed in Chi. 


Dec. 5), Legionaires’ charge that 
the play is “salacious and inde- 
cent,” with references to author 
Hellman did, however, 
considerably disturb the cast, it's 
| known, 

Harris pointed out that the Le- 
gion committee voted to boycott 


| 
{the play before any of its mem- 


bers had seen it. “If this doesn't 
sound more like Nazi Germany or 
Soviet Russia than America, then 
the word ‘freedom’ has lost what- 
ever meaning it ever possessed,” 
the columnist-critic said. 

“Some day I’d like to find out 
whom the American Legion is real- 
ly speaking for, when it. makes 
these ex-cataedra pronouncements. 
And do the ‘members at large want 
their minds made up for them by 
a handful o§ self-appointed cen- 
sors who don’t even see the things 
they judge?” 

Harris ended with: “Ironically, 
‘The Children’s Hour’ points out 
the perils of irresponsible gossip 
and defamation of character. It’s 
a pity that the committee didn’t 





|larly unmusical, but it does clear 
| the mind as no amount of adula- 


(Continued on page 51) 


| see the play before its preposter- 
;ous accusation. No group stood 


starring Miss Russell, also went via | tion can. A praised author, he says, | more in need of heeding the moral 


jof the play.” 
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~ Speaking of Product Shortages— 


Growing product shortage has caused the sun to shine for an 
independent distributor here, Don Swartz, who also owns the local 
His “Sins of Jezabel,” has been booked into 

the Paramount circuit’s flagship house, the 4,000-seater Radio 
City here on heels of “The Robe” and “How to Marry a Million- 


Lippert franchise. 


aire” opens this Thursday (17). 


Swartz also is currently selling the old “Rain,” starring Joan 
Crawford, to hit the market at the same time as Rita Hayworth’s 
“Sadie Thompson,” based on the same Maugham story. 

And he’s even taking off his shelves some of the really ancient 
senior Douglas Fairbanks, releases, with the star’s voice dubbed in. 


Art Theatre Circuit Now Forming; 
Frank Kassler Taking Initiative 





Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 








Country’s first art theatre circuit +- 


is shaping with some 20 unidenti- 
fied houses already signed up. 
Chain will advance coin to buy 
foreign imports and eventually may 
also go into financing of produc- 
tions abroad. . 

Move to get the arties together 
has been under way for consider- 
able time and is sparked by exhibs’ 
complaints over the lack of a 
steady flow of product. Circuit was 
organized by Frank Kassler, prexy 
of Continental Distributing Corp., 
in which Walter Reade Jr. has an 
interest. ’ 

Continental so far has two pix 
secured and is negotiating for 
others. The two are “Tonight at 
8:30” and “The Final Test, X” both 
British. Idea is for Continental to 
buy films with the cost propor- 
tionally distributed over member 
theatres who'll contribute in ad- 
vance of each purchase. Exhibs 
then get first-run rights to the im- 
ports in their towns at “reason- 
able” terms. After Kassler deducts 
his expenses, remaining coin com- 
ing from distribution to the subse- 
quents is split as profit among 
participating theatre ops. 

It’s figured that there are about 
150 arties now operating on a full- 
time foreign film policy in the U.S. 
Continuous attempt will be made 
to get as many as possible to join 
the circuit whose buying power will 
thus increase. It’s thought that, 
eventually, a combo of arties may 
also begin to interest the Ameri- 
can majors when they come up 
with offbeat pix. 


RECORD INDIE SURGE IN 
FIRST QUARTER OF ’54 


Hollywod, Dec. 15. 

At least 10 indie productions, the 
largest number in recent years, 
will go before the cameras next 
month, regardless of the March 1 
tax on exposed film. Only three 
pictures were started last Janu- 
ary and six during that month in 
1952. 

Leonard Goldstein’s Panoramic 
Productions will start three: ‘The’ 
Raid,” “Baton Rouge,” and “A Mat- 
ter of Life and Death.” Other 
January Starters are: Robert Bass- 
ler’s “Suddenly”; Carl Dudley's 
,_Tobor”; Vanessa Productions’ 

The Bride Wore Pajamas”: Albert 
Zugsmith’s “The Naker World”; 
William F, Broidy’s “Wanted By 
the F. B. I..;” Edward Small’s 
Screaming Eagles” and Gardner- 
Levy's “Case File: F. B. I.” 


Film Editor Specializes 


As Employment Counsel 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

George White, for more than 25 
years a film editor at Metro, has 
opened his own employment firm 
for members of the craft. 

Known as Sun Island Agency 
With headquarters in Beverly Hills, 
White's outfit will handle 38 differ- 
ent types of workers and artists in 
Various fields of motion pictures, 
TV and radio, 


Alfred Hitchcock’s 3 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Alfred Hitchcock, currently pro- 
ducing and directing “Rear Win- 
Cow” at Paramount, closed a deal 
lo make three more pictures on 
the same lot. 











HEFLIN STICKS TO FILMS 


Actor Turns Down Sherwood TV 
Script Starring Role 








Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Because of a commitment to ap- 
pear in Leonard Goldstein’s “The 
Raid,” starting Jan. 4, Van Heflin 
turned down a $12,500 offer to star 
in Robert E. Sherwood’s TV drama 
on Dec. 29. 
Heflin, who has nixed 30 offers 
to do TV series and guest spots, 
explained that there would not be 
enough time to do either job prop- 
erly, and that as long as he is 
primarily a film actor he wants to 
be at his best in that medium. 
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LOEW EXEG SEES 
BIZ OUT OF RUT 


By GENE ARNEEL 


Joseph R. Vogel, head of Loew's 
Theatres, can’t see the wisdom in 
exhibitors entering production. 
“My experience has been, and this 
goes back to the First National 
days, that theatremen can’t produce 
a picture that brings the peo- 
ple in,” the exec stated. “Boxoffice 
hits are not too plentiful and the 
chance of producing them should 
be left to those whose experience 
warrants the financial gamble. 

Vogel makes it clear that produc- 
tion should be left to the produc- 
ers. He puts it this way: “Every 
studio in Hollywood can make a 
good picture if they are given a 
good property. The reason there 
are fewer films is that only the best 
story properties now are being pro- 
duced. If the script is anyway 
doubtful it will not be used. 

“This is in contrast with the pre- 
divorcement era. The film com- 
panies had their own theatres ond 
this meant sufficient playoff and 
payoff for even the so-so picture. 
These theatre ownerships no longer 
exist and the studios are compelled 





‘PRODUCE’ 





to concentrate on improved prod- 
uct, and the lesser-scale pictures | 
largely are being eliminated.” 

Vogel is not concerned anent any 
shortage of product despite the | 
lessened number of releases. He | 
reasons: “I would rather hold over | 


(Continued on page 21) 





TEA, SYMPATHY’ 
MAY DUCK THE 
CODE 


Robert Anderson, author of the 
N. Y. legit hit, “Tea and Sympa- 
thy,” is mulling formation of an 
indie company to bring his play 
to the screen without a Production 
Code seal. 

“Tea,” in its current form, is 
too strong a brew for the majors, 
all of whom have had their reps 
in N. Y. appraising it as potential 
screen material. Play, starring De- 
borah Kerr, has as one of its main 
characters a boy wrongly suspect- 
ed of homosexuality. Subject is 
taboo under the Hollywood Code 
which states that ‘sex perversion 
or any inference of it is forbidden.” 

Anderson told Variety (Monday, 
14) that he had been contacted by 
number of indies with proposi- 
tions for turning ‘‘Tea” into a pic. 
He feels that the best way would 
be to form an indie outfit to make 
“Tea” just as he wrote it. Direc- 
tor Elia Kazan, and Miss Kerr are 
sympathetic to such a project. 

“I want to make an honest pic- 
ture,” Anderson declared. ‘I'm 
not out to offend anyone. I want 
to prove that a pure story, well 
done, can be pure also on the 
screen.” ‘Tea’ doesn’t actually 
deal with homosexuality, but only 
with the impact the false charge 
has on the boy and the sympathy 
his predicament arouses in his 
house-mother at school. 

Code Administration recently dis- 
patched Geoffrey Shurlock, Code’s 
second in command, and Jack Biz- 
zard, a staffer, to N. Y. to 0.0. 
“Tea” and report on it. They re- 
turned with the opinion that the 
play would have to undergo dras- 
tic changes to be acceptable to 
Code authorities. 


Par Holds 50c Divvy 


Paramount board of directors is 





nual dividend rate. Fourth quarter 
divvy of 50c was voted last week, 
payable Dec. 26 to holders of rec- 
ord on Dec. 18. 

At a N. Y. meeting, the board 
also confirmed the appointment of 





James H. Richardson as treasurer 


_ First of the trio will bx “Catch a|of the corporation, replacing the 


i pa Starring Cary Grant. Two 
‘her films will be selected later. 


late Fred Morhardt. Richardson 
had been assistant treasurer. 








Darryl F. Zanuck 


Cinemascope Values 
As K.O. To Dualers 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Six Bestsellers Purchased by Studios; 
Still Scout Video, So Far Very Blah 





Hans, the Lo(w) Indian 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Tourists returning from 
Germany report some hilari- 
out situations resulting from 
the German dubbing of Ameri- 
can films. In an oater recent- 
ly screened over there. Ameri- 
can GIs enjoyed a belly laugh 
at one scene. 

It showed an Indian ap- 
proaching a wagon train and 
greetingfi the pioneers with a 
non-Navajo salutation: ‘Wie 
Gehts!” 


SCREEN WRITERS 
MAY 60 IT 
ALONE 


That the Screen Writers Guild, 








|largely based in Hollywood, may | 


cut the tie which binds it (by affi- 
liation, not membership) to the 
Authors League of America and go 
it alone is now a distinct possibil- 
ity. For two years or longer an 


| earlier schism between the League 


in New York and the Guild on the 


Coast has been healed largewWy be- | 


cause both organizations were irri- 


tated by the “rule or ruin” tactics | 


of the Radio Writers Guild. Just 
now it appears that the screen 


scribes are focussing their major | 


irritation on the League itself, 
charging dilatory conduct. 

A meeting in New York sched- 
uled for early December and now 
undated for January was ostensi- 
bly to give all Guilds comprising 
the League a chance for fuller 


;ecaucus of membership sentiment 
‘on a League “reorganization.” It 


now appears that the delay cloaks 
deeply felt pique. Not all of this 
is in Hollywood since there has 
been a growing fatalism in the 
east that the Dramatists Guild and 


(Continued on page 13) 
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National Boxoffice Survey 


Drifts Pre-Holiday; ‘Marry’ Champ Again For 
3d Week in Row; ‘Robe’ 2d, ‘Cinerama’ 3d 





holding to the company’s $2 an-| launched in 





\High Ground” (M-G) is taking Pages 89) 


+ Six of the ten novels riow on 


the current bestseller list have 
been bought by Hollywood studios. 
Story editors in N.Y. say they've 
had a dull year, but point to the 
corresponding lag in picture-mak- 
ing which circumscribes their ac- 
tivities. 

The five snapped up include 
“Desiree” (20th-Fox), “The High 
and the Mighty” (Wayne-Fellows), 
“The Female” (Metro), “The Robe” 
(20th), and “Lord Vanity” (20th). 
Also “Battle Cry” (WB). Un- 
sold bestsellers are “Time and 
Time Again,” “Beyond This Place,” 
“Too Late the Phalarope,” and 
“The Lady of Arlington.” 

On the non-fiction bestseller list, 
“Spirit of St. Louis,” the Lind- 
bergh biog, is still being discussed 
as a possible film despite Lind- 
bergh’s tough conditions. “Lelia,” 
Andre Maurois’ George Sand biog 
has been tapped by Paramount but 
actual contract is still pending. 

As in the years past, most of the 
majors continue to maintain story 
departments in England and in 
France on the theory that even an 
occasional find justifies the ex- 


| (Continued on page i8) 
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CUBANS PRODUCING 
| TINT FILMS SOON 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Color production by Cuban film 
| makers next year is predicted by 
Havana cameraman Roberto Ochoa 
who functioned as assistant lenser 
| during the filming of “Treasure of 
| the Untamed” in Haiti by R-K Pro- 
ductions. Ochoa was assigned by 
) the Cuban film industry to work 
with Hollywood cinematographer 
on the picture and to learn all he 
could about fine points of color 
lensing. He states that at least two 
| tinters will be made in Ilavana in 
| 1954 “Treasure” is currently in 
the editing stages in Hollywood. 

R-K is headed by Harry Rybnick 
and Richard Kay, with Ed Barison 
and Sam X. Abarbanel as partners. 
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Cudgelling 


Exhibs and equipment manu- 
facturers are exploring ways and 
means of getting the theatre TV 
ball rolling again. Series of meets 
have been held in N. Y. in recent 
weeks and more are skedded in 
an effort to break the no pro- 
grams-few theatres - insufficient - 
coin-for-shows dilemma. 

Exhib group has been called to- 
gether on the initiative of S. H. 
Fabian of Stanley-Warner and 
Fred Schwartz of the Century cir- 
cuit. Theatre ops, who may even- 
tually do their own booking of 
largescreen TV _ attractions, are 
taking the position that theatre TV 
could be moulded into an effective 
weapon to fight subscription TV. 

They figure that, if and when 
toll TV becomes a reality, it will 
be in a position to grab off many 
of the outstanding public attrac- 
tions which sponsored video can’t 
afford. Large circuit of theatres 
equipped for TV projection is seen 
in a position to compete with sub- 
scription TV for events. At pres- 
ent, there are only about 100 
houses that have largescreen TV 
machinery installed. Only a part 
of these theatres can be tied to- 


gether for a show due to the lim- | 


ited availability of lines from 
AT & T. 
National Theatre Interest 
Equipment outfit which has also 


gone into the problem of how to) 


revive theatre TV is National The- 
atre Supply. Firm feels that only 
the availability of regular pro- 
Grams will get theatres interested 


enough to spend the $15,000 to'! 
20.000 it costs to imstall large-| 


screen TV. NTS execs, with un- 
sold TV equipment sitting on their 
shelves, have been talking things 
over with several promoters. Idea 
is to supply a strong program 


lineup independent of the thea-| 


tres’ current and limited capacity 
to pay. 

Availability of shows, it’s felt, 
will serve to break the current 
stalemate. Demonstrations by 
20th-Fox early next year of its 
color Eidophor theatre TV system 
also are expected to hypo exhib 
interest. Latter look to largescreen 
video not only as a good oportu- 
nity for tying in with the competi- 
tion, but also as a means of filling 
program gaps that may be created 
via the projected product shortage. 
Off-hour presentations also loom 
large in the theatre ops’ thinking. 


Red Infiltration Of 
H’wood Told Jury fa 
2006 Libel Suit vs SEG 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 





Walter Pidgeon, Sterling Hayden 


and Martin Berkeley told ahout 


Red infiltration of Hollywood un- | 
ions as defense witnesses .in Mike 


Jeffers’ $200.000 libel suit against 
the Screen Extras Guild. Jeffers 


charges that a newsletter issued by ' 


the Guild implied that he had 
Communistic leanings. 

Pidgeon said there was a strong 
Communist influence behind the 
1946 film strike. Hayden, a for- 
mer Communist, told how the Reds 
tried to gain control of the Screen 
Actors Guild during the strike. 
Berkeley, also an ex-Commy, said 
he did not know whether the strike 
leader, Herbert K. Sorrell, was a 
Red or not, but that he “certainly 


adhered” to the party principles.| Metro’s “Knights of the Round |, 


Sorrell has denied under oath that 
he ever belonged to the party. 


WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN 
JOINS LAW FIRM 


William Zimmerman, who re- 
cently resigned from RKO Pic- 
tures, has joined the law firm of 
Leon, Weil & Mahony. Partnership, 
with offices in New York, Wash- 
ington, London, Paris and Basle, 
engages in international law, cor- 
porate practice and is active in 
motion picture matters. Firm mem- 
bers Harold Weill and V. L. Chalif 
were one-time members of the 
board of United Artists. 

Zimmerman had been with RKO 
as counsel and executive for al- 
most 20 years. In 1952 he served 





as general counsel, veepee and a 
director. He has testified exten- 
sively on trade practices in key 
industry cases and has appeared as 
an industry spokesman in hearings 


conducted by the Senate Small | 


Business Committee, 


Fabian, Schwartz Among Loaders 


Theatre-Toll Video 





A 
ail 


NO ACTION, JUST TALK 


Allied Slaps Police Censor: Only 
Verbally 








Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 
Although North Central Allied 


| restrain the city council from sus- 
pending the license of the lower 


for displaying posters advertising 
| it, S. D. Kane, executive counsel, 
| says the organization still does not 


| 


,concede the validity of local one- 


,man police censorship of movies. 


| “In this particular case we de- 
‘cided not to go through with the 
|fight because of certain circum- 
| stances,” explains Kane. “But we 

still are convinced that the consti- 
| tutional rights of Sam Berger, the 
'Grand’s owner, have been violated 
and if the police morals squad per- 
sists in such censorship action we 
' definitely will start a test suit.” 





| 





Par, WB Prereleasing 
Films for One-Night 





Practice of pre-releasing a pic- 
ture for one night only as a New 
Year’s Eve special is being fol- 
lowed this year’s end by Paramount 
and Warner Bros. only. Par, for 
the third year in a row, will make 
| available to theatres a Dean Mar- 
tin-Jerry Lewis entry for New 


| Maurice Bergman 


‘has dropped its injunction suit to, 


loop Grand Theatre for showing the | 
nudist colony film, “Elysia,” and | 





*, (Chairman of the COMPO Public 
Relations Committee) 


nakes a pitch for industry ballyhoo 
in on interesting piece 


Have You Ears for the 
New Era? 


$2¢: @ 
one of the many editorial 
features in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
' of 


VARIETY 


~ DUE SOON 


Under-Reporting 
By Theatres No 
Longer Popular 


There is less under-reporting of 


' 
} 











|b.o. receipts by exhibs today than 
‘at any time in the past, distribu- 


tions execs say. Impression is 
borne out by Edward A. Sargoy, of 





Sargoy & Stein, which has repped 


|the companies in such matters since 
| 1943. 

; | 

New Year S Eve B.0. 'eases filed by distribs against the- 
'atre ops has been declining in re- 
cent years and has now hit a new 
|low. Reasons are difficult to pin 
|down, the companies maintain. 


Number of percentage fraud 


One is that they continue to 


|spend very considerable amounts 
|on checking, even though one dis- 
| tribution topper maintained this 


Year's Eve celebration audiences. | week that checking coin also is be- 
‘Picture is “Money From Home,” |ing gradually reduced. Feeling is 


pany hopes to have the complete 
| print order working at the special 
midnight shows. 

| Warners is selling “His Majesty 
_O’Keefe,” Burt Lancaster starrer, 
}for the hoopla night. 
| won't be extensive as Par’s but will 
| provide theatres with a plus for 
| selling the local film house as spot 
| to ring in the new year. The M&L 
| film goes into regular release in 
| February while the WB entry is 
{set for mid-January distribution. 
| These special showings give the 
distribs a chance to pick up some 
quick and extra coin. Usual policy 
is for the picture to return for a 
regular engagement to the house 
where it made a single New Year’s 
Eve stand. 


While Metro, Columbia and Uni- 
versal aren't offering any one-night 
specials, they'll have solid product 
in distribation at the year’s end. 
Metro will have “Knights of the 
' Round,” its first CinemaScope pic- 
ture, in a dozen situations. In ad- 
dition, company is offering a re- 
release of “Quo Vadis” in a wide- 
screen version and Esther Williams 
,in “Easy to Love.” Col has potent 
New Year’s Eve lure with Rita Hay- 
worth in “Miss Sadie Thompson.” 





U is contracting New Year’s dates | 


for “Walking My Baby Back 
Home.” WB will have “The Eddie 
Cantor Story” in several situa- 
| tions. 





| Ava Gardner as ‘Female’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Ava Gardner and Pandro S. Ber- 
man, femme star and producer of 


| Table,” will repeat the combination 
jin “The Female,” based on a novel 
| by Paul I. Wellman. 
| Picture makes a total of four on 
'Miss Gardner's schedule. Others 
are “My Most Intimate Friends,” 
| “St. Louis Woman” and “Empress 
| of the Dust.” 


comedy team’s first 3-D film. Com-/ that exhibs, especially in the me- 
| dium-size towns, are aware of the 


vigilance with which the distribs 


| are watching receipts and the pre- 
‘cise averages that have been 
| worked outeover the years for the 
WB dates | Performance of certain type pix at 


a given house. 

Added factor, some say, is the 
|large number of flat deals that 
|have replaced percentage engage- 
|ments in certain smaller situations 
| where there has been a lot of ex- 
/hib pressure. 

Distrib execs sound more 
, amused than annoyed as they recall 
| what they term “shenanigans” en- 
| gaged in by exhibs over the years, 
| such as failure to issue tickets, sub- 
, stitution of phony tickets, etc. “We 
| live and learn,” one company offi- 
| cial commented. “Since that goes 





‘GHOSTS’ $1,000,000 RUN 


1,800,000 Attended During 5-Year 
Buenos Aires: Engagement 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 8. 

The Orlando Adama_ record- 
breaking play, ““When Ghosts Hunt 
' Partridge,” at Astral Theatre here, 
wound up its record run here after 
1,021 performances. It drew 1,800,- 
000 patrons in the five-year run, 
and grossed $1,000,000. Luis San- 
drini played the lead for the full 
five consecutive years. 

The author collected 10% royal- 
ties, apart frorn selling the film 
rights to Sandrini for $20,000, for 
the run, 

This summer “Ghosts” will be 
produced at Mar del Plata summer 
resort, and in author Adama’s na- 
tive Montevideo (Uruguay). 

Both producer Francisco Gallo 
and Sandrini had intended keep- 
ing the play open until December, 
but had to switch plans because 
of the Protectionist regulations. 
Under these, no company may 
open a new season with a 
foreign-authored play and San- 
drini was determined to open with 
“The Dance,” the rights to which 
he purchased in Madrid earlier 
this year from Spanish playwright 
Edgar Neville. 


Embassies Create Big 
Washington Market For 
Foreign Film Product 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
“A Queen Is Crowned” has been 


sold so far to 160 theatres of 526 
possibilities in this sales territory. 
U salesmen are still offering it on 
the road as a historical document 
in double feature tie-ins. So re- 
ports Norman Weitman of the local 
Universal exchange. 

“Queen” preemed in Washington 
at the MacArthur, a de luxe house 
away from the center city and 
grossed $12,700 for its imitial 
stanza. 

Washington is unique as a mar- 
ket for foreign films because the 
embassies have brought in a sub- 
stantial colony from overseas. The 
city has eight theatres which 





|for both sides, I guess by now| specialize very largely in foreign 


| we've wised up to most of the 
tricks.” 





Only One House Closes 
For Christmas Week 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. . 
While a North Central Allied 
| move to effect an agreement among 
ithe Twin Cities independent ex- 
hibitors to shutter the month of 
December for economic reasons 
|and to “meet the increasing prod- 
}uct shortage menace” died aborn- 
jing, one St. Paul neighborhood 
| house, the Royal, will go dark for 
the entire week before Christmas. 
Practically all of the other Min- 
;neapolis neighborhood and subur- 
|ban houses will be closed on 
|Christmas eve, the same as in 
| previous years. 
Bennie Berger, NCA president, 
ied unsuccessfully -to effect the 
closing, pointing out that “it would 
| save product and money.” ‘hose 
|balking declared they’d remain 
open even though they’d be play- 
ing to losing business in order not 
to divert their ¢gustomers down- 
town or to competing Paramount 
circuit theatres. 











| 


length of runs to the Roxy and 


ever at any film theatre, 


ahead of previous longrun pix, 





weeks and held the previous money mark. 
which until “Rouge” came along held the record, went 11 weeks 


‘Robe’ and ‘Eternity’ Records 


Two major pictures, “The Robe” and “Here To Eternity,” will 
wind up their New York showcase runs with a total gross in ex- 
cess of $3,000,000, both bringing new highs in total money and 


the Capitol where they played. 


“The Robe,” initial CinemaScope production, finished off its 
new longrun mark of 13 weeks (final week was only six days) 
last night (Tues.) at the Roxy having grossed $1,639,000, biggest 
The old mark was held by “Great 
Caruso” at the Music Hall, with $1,390,000. 

“Eternity” will finish its 20-week run plus one day at the Capitol 
next Wednesday (23), with better than $1,500,000, 


This is far 
“Moulin Rouge” having gone 15 
“Gone With Wind,” 


plus two days a number of years ago at the Cap. 


films for firstruns. Two houses use 
them occasionally and there is one 
subsequent run arter which plays 
many reissues of imported pic- 
tures. 





N. Y. to L: A. 
Robert Ardrey 
A. I, Bezzerides 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Don A. Davis 
Jerry Devine 
Fred Folsom 
Clark Gable 
Greer Garson 
Frankie Laine 
Jerry Lawrence 
Charles L, Levin 
Hal Maag 
E. J. Mannix 
Paula Morgan 
Maria Riva 
Joe Roberts 
Charles Schnee 
Paul Stewart 
Howard Strickling 
Emily Torchia 
John K. West 
Stanley J. Wolf 


i. A. to N. We 


Americo Aboaf 
J. D. Bloomgarden 
Roy M. Brewer 
Barbara Britton 
Wally Cox 

Pat Crowley 

Alan Dent 
Charles J. Feldman 
James R. Grainger 
John Houseman 
Saul Krieg 
Robert L. Lippert 
John Magala 
Harpo Marx 

Sam Norton 
William Orr 
Helen Rose 
Robert Ryan 
Natalie Schafer 
Maurice Schwartz 
Irene Sharaff 








Box Office Tele Investigating Costs 
Of Legit Plays Via Closed-Circuit 


——¢* Box Office Television, Inc., has 


retained a former NBC director 
Edgar Rosenberg, to approach the 
theatrical craft unions to see jg 
feasible terms can be negotiated 
whereby stage plays in New York 
legit theatres could be fed to out. 
of-town New York film theatres yj, 
closed-circuit television. 

Rosenberg has also been talking 
to American National Theatre and 
Academy concerning a possible 
ANTA tie-in with a play series. 
Plays being considered are “Three 
Men on a Horse,” “Barretts of 
Wimpole Street” and “Victoria 
Regina.” 

Legit angle is only one aspect 
of BOTV’s long-range plan to pre. 
sent 30 events annually to exhils 
with closed-circuit equipment, 
Company’s- current efforts are 
aimed at inducing exhibs to in. 
stall equipment. Exec veepee Wil. 
liam Rosensohn and other BOTV 
staffers have been concentrating 
their pitch for installation of porta- 
ble equipment in Ohio, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Under the BOTV plan, exhibs 
shell out $1,500 annually in ad- 
vance as rental cost for the art. 
able equipment. Unit, however, 
remains the property of BOTV. For 
permanent installations, cost is 
$2,000 yearly, with the exhib foot- 
ing the installation costs. However, 
permanent unit becomes property 
of theatre after full cost is paid via 
the rental method. According to 
Rosensohn, portable rental cost 
will be reduced to $750 annually 
after the second year. Exhibs are 
required to sign two-year pacts, 


with the proviso that they will take § 


the 30 BOTV events. For each 
event, BOTV and theatres share 
the b.o. receipts ona 50-50 basis. 


Reade Raps Col. Cole 
As ‘Pessimist’; Declares 





His Houses Prosper | 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 
Members of Theatre Owners of 


Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennes- | 
see heard sharply conflicting views © 


on the state of the picture business 


at their convention here last week. | 


Taking opposite stands on boxoffice 
conditions were Col. H. A. Cole, re- 
gional v.p. of Allied States and 
cochairman of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organization's national 
tax committee, and Walter Reade, 
president of Theatre Owners of 
America. 

Cole, who owns theatres in 
Texas, painted a dismal picture 
that will brighten, he said, only if 
the 20% admissions tax is re- 
moved. He declared that business 
is continually dropping and there's 
no end to the downtrend in view. 

Reade, who operates numerous 
houses in New Jersey and New 
York, rapped the downbeat na- 
ture of Cole’s comments. “He 
(Cole) is pessimistic,” stated 
Reade. “My business is up this 
year for the first time since 1946. 
There have been great develop: 
ments in widescreen, CinemaScope,. 
Cinerama and stereophonic sound 
and people are talking about 
movies again.” 





N. Y. to Europe 


Marcel Dalio 
Kurt Kreuger 
David Lichine 
Hal Prince 
Anthony Quinn 


Europe to N. Y. 
Julian T. Abeles 
George H. Bookbinder 
H. K. Brock 
E. Martin Browne 
Prof. Guido Cantelli 
Ninette De Valois 
Barry Fitzgerald 
Julius Fleischmann 
Joseph Gevaert 
Charles Goldner 
Joan Greenwood 
Lionel Hampton 
Kay Harrison 
Allan Jones 
Alexander Kalioujny 
Hedy Lamarr 
C. J. Latta 
Ilya Lopert 
Eddie MacDonald 
Victor McLaglen 
Abe Olman 
Stephen Pallos 
N. Peter Rathvon 
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alking According to Leo F. Wolcott, board chairman of the exhib + Hollywood, Dee. 15. 
e and unit, 20th is now giving managers and salesman a cut of reissue Film distributors have made con- 9 » | Pressures, premiums and come- 
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» 1946. several years . ed last June, brought a profit of 
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velop: at more meetings of exhibitor and $803 000. | 
Scope, Community groups than any other _— al 
sound Hollywood personality. : s New high price for the common 
about Actor said in N. Y. late last week stock reached over the past week 
ol he has some thoughts on be- any ay 3 {Pag oe et bet = 
ming a producer on the M-G lot. $11.62). Col's $4.25 preferred is 
His contract with the company still sue went up to $67.50 on the big 
_ ee years to run. Filmmak- The board. Low price was $59.50. 
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~ > 480, when I began public RIE the architecture of theatres. So 
MNS, (found that many people Sem iF aed welg. A tore 
- oc on page 18) Hall audience in N. Y. Monday 
° * e ° ee e (14:. Declaring that the industry is 
Mathias In Own Biopic Forms closing shortly Usual Advertising rates prevail in “a state of transition,” Johns- 
Hollywood, Dec. 15 ton said studios are retooling and 
Bob Mathias winner of two M4 l 1 itation advanta es nteateor aa er ate pon d va 
Oly ic , - “toward more faithful reproduction 
chy ,pecathlons, will play the Specia exp Ol g of the world in which we live.” 
duc lS own biopic, to be pro- MPAA topper took the occasion 
uced independently by William ak ap at “ eign fi 
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Which Mathias lympic events in Copy and space reservations may be sen o any y made abroad are vastly superior to 
Mathias med competed. CHICAGO 11 LONDON. W. C. 2 those produced in the United 
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critics, is that the comparison they 
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% FILM REVIEWS = 
. revent the 102 minutes of running Anatshan a thin documentary veneer. An- Gelosia 
gore a tae time. from seeming too long. The “Anatahan” was reviewed | other plus is the music of guitarist (Jealousy) 
(CINEMASC f color lensing by Edward Cron-| for Variety from Tokyo July | Tony Mottola. It’s keyed to match (FEALIAN) 


k CinemaScope pictorial 
~~ i heighten audience in- 
terest, and b.o. prospects for 
romantic-actioner on Florida 
sponge divers. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 





20th-Fox release of Robert Bassler pro- | 


i ~ Terry 

tion, Stars Robert Wagner, 
cen, Gilbert Roland; features J. Gare 
Naish, Richard Boone, Angela Clarke, 
Peter Graves. Directed by Robert = 
Webb. Written by A. L Bezzerides; came: : 
(Technicolor), Edward Cronjager; special 
photographic effects. Ray Kellogg; — er 
water photogrephy, Till Gabbani: ae: 
Williem Reynolds; music. Bernard Herr- 
mann. Previered Dec. 8 53. Running 
time, 102 MINS. 


Tony Petrekis 
Gwyneth Rhys 


Robert Wagner 

Terry Moore 
Gilbert Roland 
J. Carrol Naish 


Mike Petrakis 





} 
| 


| 


Soa .. -- +. eweesasewes : 

Thomas Rhys ....--++++: Richard Boone 
Sat: Angela Clarke 
Arnold ......csececercess Peter Graves 
Oe eer .... Jay Novello 
Sofotes JecuGusnnee Jacoues Aubuchon 
Permny =... ce ccccccccee: Gloria, Gordon 
DE . veckcansshasnees Harry Carey Jr. 
Gere . ws .ccesevcsses James Harakas | 
SS Caer Charles Wagenheim 
Ft Georwe ...ccceess Mare Krah 
ey eo, eee Rush Williams | 
Jemmy pee John Gonatos | 
Von= Arm......-- C.P.0. Eugene Halpin 
L*. Bryant : Jonathan Jackeon 
Dector Cammander Jack En¢lish 
Ambulance Attendant James McLavehlin 
Jemison Guy Carleton 


Young Priest 
Captain of Srappver 
Crewman of Snapper 

William Llewellyn Johnstone 
Buyer at Sponge Market 


. George Tsourakis | 
. Frank Joyner | 


Milten B. Wrieht | 


Auctioneer 


Deckhands on the Helios Jack Pappas. 


John George Gladakis | 


Joe Hajos; original songs, Emer. Pre- 
| viewed at Museum of Modern Art, N.Y., 
Dec. 8, .’53. Running time, 00 MINS. 

Robert Teller ........... Kir® Douglas 
OS ener Pere o . Dany Robin 
Nina SO Ae Paes Barbara Laage 
DORCRWOOE os eecscccetes Robert Strauss 
RE Se Gabrielle Dorziat 
Commmneenir@ ..cccccecs: Gregoire Aslan 
Young Woman ....... Marthe Mercadier 
| Fermand ......ceccccee Fernand Ledoux 
Claude . Serge Reggiani 
DED Vist Ric ede oe oe eene Brigitte Bardot 
Mme. Henderson ........ Gilberte Geniat 
oO eee George Mathews 
English Sergeant ..... Leslie Dwyer 
WOE kv Nusseo cheskiews Richard Benedict 


Demetrios I. Mitsoras | 


Sailer on the Helios 
Cenchs 
‘ John Lehman 


CinemaScove gives another dem- 
onstration of its photographic ver- 
satility. this time going under- 


Michael Pappas | 
Jack Burke. Ski Skewes. | 


water to add sock pictorial values | 


to 
The 
ence interest and boxoffice pros- 
pects from the anamorphic treat- 
ment. without which it would prob- 
ably be an entertaining, but aver- 
age feature entry for general re- 
lease. 


“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef.” 


romantic-action gains audi-. 


The storv basis is not new to. 


films. the sponge-diving Greek col- 
ony at Tarpon Springs, Fla.. hav- 
ing been used a number of times 


'a distinguished boxoffice perform- | 


to sprinebesrd coastal sea sagas. | 


Thus “Reef” has a familiar look. 
but only as far as plet and per- 
formances go. The saueeze-lensing 
gives it fresh imnect. making the 
coasta’ scenery and story look al- 
most brand new. 
in the display of underwater won- 
ders. the seascapes and the bril- 
liant. beautiful sunrises and sun- 
sets of the Finrida Gulf coast. 

In the brocder easvects of trans- 
ferring the A. I. Bezzerides story 
to the crreen. the direction by Rob- 
ert D. Webb does a good job. There 
Is a strong air of expectancy in the 
wcter footage that sustains a feel 
of action and creates suspense. 
Finnv threats tn swimmers and 
divers are thriller inserts used 
generous!v. although the onlv time 
man and sea denizen actually tan- 
gie is an octonus attack on a diver. 
In anamorphic this is a thriller- 
chiller. 

In handline the voung cast neo- 
ple. Webh’s direction is less effec- 
ive. pnerticularly in the case of 
Pohett Waener and Terry Moore. 
Both are likable. so the shallow- 
mess af their performances is no 
cerious hondican to the entertain- 
ment. Thecning cuality is main- 
tained bv the more exverienced 
easters who turn in performances 
on a per with the anamorphic im- 
nact. Scoring resoundingly is Gil- 
bert Roland. colorful Greek diver 
and father of Waener. Angela 
Clarke also clicks as the wife and 
mother. as do J. Carrol Naish. 
W-ener’s uncle. Richard Boone, as 
Tiss Moore’s father, and Peter 
Craves. Wagner's romantic rival. 
The others ere to type. lending the 
proper color to go with the Guif 
cost setting. 

The plot takes on two lines of 
conflict—the ave-old battle be- 
tween man and the sea, the more 
nersonal riva'rv between the div- 
ing Greeks of Tarpon Springs and 
the hook-spongers of the shallow 
Kev Wect waters. The Kev West 
eonchs, descendants of English set- 


tlers, hook their snonges from the} 
shallow bottom, while the Greeks | 
dive in the deener Gulf waters, be- | 


ing prevented bv long-followed 
custom from encroaching on conch 
territory. 


Romance gets in its licks when | 
into | 


the daring Gilbert ventures 
Key West waters controlled by 
Boone and the young Wagner} 


meets conch-girl Terry Moore. It’s 
an instant attraction between the 
pair and their romance builds to a 
runaway marriage after Gilbert is 
killed diving at the dangerous 12- 
mile reef. Wagner then becomes 
the man of the family. proving his 


right to the title by diving where | 
his father met death, fighting off | 


the octonus and beating, and then 


saving, Graves in an underwater 
battle. 

Robert Bassler’s production su- 
pervision is loaded with sound 
escapism values that tie the film 
together with enough interest to 


There's punch, 


| 


jager, the underwater photography 
by Till Gabbani and the special 
photographic effects by Ray Kel- 
logg are the technical stars of the 
presentation, their contributions 
being the big plus factors. Ber- 
nard Herrmann’s score is a decided 
mood factor, adding to the drama 
of the underwater scenes. Editing 
and other credits are a id 
Tog. 





Act ef Leve 


Outlook fair enough for Kirk 
Douglas starrer produced in 
France by Anatole Litvak. 
Strong promotional values. 


United Artists release of Anatole Lit- 
vak production. Stars Kirk Douglas, Dany 
Robin; features Barbara Laage, Robert 
Strauss, Fernand Ledoux, Gabrielle Dor- 
ziat, Gregoire Aslan. Directed by Litvak. 
Screenplay, Irwin Show; based on novel, 
“The Girl on the Via Flaminia” by Alfred 
Hayes; camera, Armag&d Thirard; editor, 
Leonide Azar; music, Michel Emer and 





Against the milieu of morally- 
blemished Paris during World War 
II, Kirk Douglas, as a Yank GI, 
and French actress Dany Robin, | 
as a destitute native, engage in an | 
illicit, ill-fated romance. Anatole | 
Litvak’s production is a class job) 
that captures the ribald back-! 
grounds with apparent authenti-| 
city but never compromises with | 
good taste. Simila:ly, the story of | 
a genuine love which grows from | 
a sordid beginning is treated with | 
dignity. | 

The film is interesting, but slow | 
moving. It lacks the pace and ex- | 
citement that might have made it! 


er, but still has sufficient values | 
to assure fair-enough returns. The | 
original novel, Alfred Hayes’ “Girl | 
on the Via—Flaminia.” the basic | 
story line and the Gallic flavor of | 
the pic figure importantly as | 
strong exploitation material. } 

“Act of Love,” under Litvak’s | 
direction, has an assortment of! 
honest character portrayals and | 
the dialog in Irwin Shaw’s script | 
is adult and realistic. Miss Robin, | 
a fresh newcomer, gives a deli- 
cate charm to the role of a tragic 
girl who is denied the chance to) 
legitimate marriage and happiness. 
Douglas appears excessively re- 
strained as the soldier whose un- 
wise captain refuses him a permit 
to marry and orders him to an- 
other city. 

Barbara Laage endows the film 
with refreshing zest as the hard- 
ened femme of easy virtue, and 
Robert Strauss is fine as an Army 
sergeant sympathetic to Douglas’ | 
ironic problem. Fernand Ledoux, | 
Gabrielle Dorziat and Serge Reg- 
giani, as a famiiy of in keepers, 
handle their assignments com- 
petently. 

Hayes’ book focused on Rome, | 
While the pic moves the story to! 
France it’s still fundamentally the 
same: a chocolate bar and a bottle | 


i 








' 
} 


of wine are a soldier’s open sesame | 
to a night of romance; moral | 
standards are the casualties of the 
harsh influences of war. This is 
the backdrop for the Douglas-Rob- 
in idyll. 

Story unfolds retrospectively as 
Douglas, visiting the French Rivi- 
era in the present time, looks back | 
upon the then wartime interlude | 
that closed with his separation | 
from the girl and her implied! 
suicide. 

Music is standard, camera work | 
is standout, other technical work 
is adequate although tighter edit- 
ing might step up the pace. 

Gene. 


Cat-Women of the Moon 
(3D—WIDE SCREEN) 


Imaginative science-fiction en- 
try for the exploitation mar- 
ket. 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 

Al Zimbalist-Jack Rabin production (no 
release). Stars Sonny Tufts, Victor Jory, 
Marie Windsor, Susan Morrow, Douglas 
Fowley, Bill Phipps. Directed by Arthur 
Hilton. Screenplay, Roy Hamilton? origi- 
nal story, Rabin, Zimbalist; camera, Wil- 
liam Whitley; editor, John Bushelman; 
music, Elmer Berstein. Previewed Dec. 
7, 53. Running time, 64 MINS. 








GrainGeP cecccccecsecesecs Sonny Tufts 
mae seceaaeenes ecccecceces» Victor Jory 
TEOIOM sneccneedsccscosese Marie Windsor 
ee ERR ra Bill Phipps 
Walter cccccccccccdccececes Doug Fowley 
RIOR ccceceates Se eecece Carol Brewster 
i hsicad tadenaink al Suzanne Alexander 
SOFIE CEC AROSE Susan Morrow | 

Hollywood Cover Girls: Judy Walsh, 
Wa tan Arlen. Ellye Marshall, Roxann 
Delman, 


The exploitation market has a} 
strong entry in this imaginatively 
conceived and produced science-! 


| Joe Summers 


| Janitor 


| tease” 


15, 1953. K. Takimura produc- 
tion was directed and photo- 
graphed by Josef Von Stern- 
berg, and stars Akemi Negishi. 
The film is being distributed 
in the U. S. by George J. 
Schaefer & Son. 

According to Lars, “Josef 
Von Sternberg has labored 
mightily in Japan and brought 
forth a mouse. Picture has no 
future either at home or state- 
side where Von, Sternberg’s 
name might be expected to 
draw. Sexational aspects of 
story about a lone woman, 
marooned on a tiny isle in the 
Pacific for five years, with 
some 30 men leching for her, 
have been played down de- 
liberately by Von Sternberg. 
Picture has English narration, 
but the only credits go to the 
authentic Japanese score.” 








fiction yarn. Enough novelty is in- 
serted to attract both juve and 
adult spectators who lean toward 
this form of entertainment and, 
turned out for both 3-D and wide- 
screen projection, it carries. a 
wealth of production values which 
add to its b.o. potential. 


Al Zimbalist and Jack Rabin, 


who co-produced from their origi- 
nal story and Roy Hamilton’s mov- 
ing screenplay, have taken the 
earth-to-moon premise and embel- 
lished it with a civilization of cat- 
women on the moon. Femmes, 
2.000.000 years ahead of Earth’s 
civilization, very nearly wreck the 
earthmen’s plans to return to their 
home base, in a scheme to fly the 
rocket ship back to Earth them- 
selves and eventually control this 
orbit. They use Marie Windsor, 
navigator on the flight, by making 
contact with her méntally before 
the constellation jaunt, so she is 
able to direct ship to a safe land- 
ing on the moon. 


Cast ably portray their respec- 
tive roles. Sonny Tufts is com- 
mander of the expedition, Victor 
Jory his co-pilot, and Bill Phipps 
and Doug Fowley are other mem- 
bers of party with Miss Windsor. 
Carol Brewster is head of the cat- 
women, an enticing wench, and 
Susan Morrow also scores as a 
moon femme. 

Arthur Hilton makes his direc- 
tion count in catching the spirit of 
the theme, and art direction by 
William Glasgow is far above aver- 
age for a film of this calibre. Wil- 
liam Whitley’s photography pro- 
vides the proper eerie quality, but 
as unspooled in widescreen some 
of the right side footage + oe. 

it. 


Vielated! 


Sexer headed for fair returns 
in the exploitation market. 
Palace Sheiee salen 


release of Panther 





Productions, Inc., presentation; produced | 
by Wim Holland. Features Holland, Lili | 


Dawn. Directed by Walter Strate. Origi- 
nal screenplay, William Paul Mishkin: 


camera, Pat Rich; music, Tony Mottola. | 


At World Theatre. N.Y., Dec. 
Running time, 78 MINS. 
Jan C. Verbig 


li, °53. 


Wim Holland 


BR PRES re .. Lili Dawn 

Or 26 s06s00 Mitchell Kowal 
ee GED ssweaseeuseeuss Vicki Carison 
Ee Me icadevasasee ce William Martel 
PE, Sc adcesecheexde es Jason Niles 
=e a aera Michael Keene 
George Mastro .... ...« Fred Lambert 
Louis Quinto...... William Paul Mishkin 
Meee Tier wcaccsced reese Sally Peters 
Se SOND ob cane scesteceees Mary Noble 


Charles Uday 
Juana 
Pete Caudreaux 
Wambly Bald 


er ee 


Mary Barrow 


Over the last few months there’s 
been a small market for “strip- 
type pictures in one or two 
theatres located in some of the 
larger U. S. cities. These sexily 
slanted quickies fit into a broad 
category known as “exploitation” 
product. Such a film is “Violated!” 
which producer Wim Holland 
turned out on an obviously meagre 
budget. 

Exhibitors in search of a lurid 
subject without regard to quality 
insofar as acting, writing or tech- 
nical requirements are concerned 
will find it in this weakie. Its cen- 
tral theme purports to show how 
sex degenerates are detected by the 
police. Moreover, the William Paul 
Mishkin screenplay also contains a 
thin message that proper psychiat- 
rie treatment for the offenders 
would prevent them from becom- 
ing problems for society. 

Unconvincing script is portrayed 
by a cast of unknowns who floun- 
der about under the inept direction 
of Walter Strate. Producer Hol- 
land has one of the major roles. 
Lili Dawn is embarrassingly awk- 
ward as a nitery stripper. Vicki 
Carlson, as a model, displays some 
promise. Most of the participants 
in this one no doubt are blushing 
with mortification. 

Among the film's few assets are 
some scenes of New 
and landmarks which give the pic 





the sordid, unkempt atmosphere 
the story is steeped in. Mottola, 





incidentally, does the score for 
CBS-TV’s “Danger.” Gib. 
El Alamein 


World War II desert actioner 
for programmer bookings. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production. Stars Scott Brady; features 
Edward Ashley. Robin Hughes, Rita_Mo- 
reno, Michael Pate, Peter Brocco, Peter 
Mamakos. Directed by Fred F. Sears. 
Screenplay, Herbert Purdum, George 
Worthington Yates; story, Purdum; cam- 


era, Henry Freulich; editor, Richard 
Fantl. Previewed Dec. 7, ’53. Running 
time, 66 MINS. 
ne ee ee ie Scott Brady 
Capt. Harbison .......... Edward Ashley 
Set. AME LAW .ccvcccuciscas Robin Hughes 
pe Ae eee PTT Ss Cee Rita Moreno 
Set. McQueen ..........0+- Miehael Pate 
OR err Peter Brocco 
Sorp. Singh Das ........ Peter Mamakos 
ny are rs re Ray Page 
Egyptian Driver ........ Benny Rubin 


Nazi Officer ..........+. 


Henry Rowland 


This program market entry 
makes use of the North African 
campaign during World War II as 
a plot background and comes off 
to mild results. It’s long on talk 
and rather slowly paced despite 
the actioner classification. 


The war story is told via flash- 
back, having Scott Brady return 
to the scene of skirmishing after 
10 years. During the war, while 
a civilian servicing and delivering 
tanks to the British Army, he in- 
advertently gets involved in some 
shooting at a desert oasis. The 
British tank crew and Brady, sep- 
arated from the main force through 
a faulty compass, hole up at the 
oasis. discover it is a supply dump 
for Rommel’s Afrika Korps tanks. 
The small group manages to fight 
off Nazi attacks and blow up the 
dump just as reinforcements ar- 
rive to help them. 


The performances are accept- 
able under Fred F. Sears’ direc- 
tion of the script by Herbert Pur- 
dum and George Worthington 
Yates. Showing up best among the 
players are Edward Ashley, Robin 
Hughes, Michael Pate and Peter 
Mamakos. Heading up the heavies 
is Peter Brocco 2s an Arab aiding 
the Nazis. Rita Moreno is literally 
dragged in as his niece whom the 
tank crew adopts. 


The Wallace MacDonald produc- 
tion uses a great deal of stock war 
footage, flashing it on at intervals 
to background some rather tire- 
some narration as the cast mem- 
bers listen to radio accounts of the 
war’s progress. Technical assists 
are standard. Brog. 


Man Crazy 


Downbeat drama, with poor re- 
turns indicated in program 
market. 


Hollywood, Dec. 11. 


Twentieth-Fox release of a Sidney Har- 
mon-Philip Yordan production. Features 
Neville Brand, Christine White, Irene 
Anders, Coleen Miller, John Brown. Di- 
rected by Irving Lerner. Screenplay, 
Harmon-Yordan. Camera, Floyd Crosby: 
editor, Marjorie Fowler: music, Ernest 
11, °53. Running 


Gold. Previewed Dec. 
time, 79 MINS. 
Paul Wocynski 
Georgia Daniels 
Millie Pickett 
Judy Bassett 
Mr. Duncan 


Neville Brand 
Christine White 
Irene Anders 
Coleen Miller 

John Brown 

Joe Turkel 
Karen Steele 
Jack Larsen 
Bill Lundmark 
John Crawford 
Ottola Nesmith 
Charles Victor 
. Frances Osborne 





ee 


Mrs. Becker 
A Mechanic ........... 
A Woman Customer 


_ Downbeat drama of femme de- 
linquency, “Man Crazy” never 
reaches any entertainment goal 
and is strictly for secondary spot- 
ting in less discriminating dual 
houses. Burdened with a subject 
which fails to attract and lacking 
any known names, poor returns are 
indicated. Pic will be distributed 
by 20th-Fox as a flattie. 


Plot deals with theft of $28,000 
by three Midwest smalltown teen- 
agers who head for Hollywood to 
have themselves a time, knowing 
victim of theft won’t set the law on 
them because he had secreted cash 
to avoid income tax. Footage 
swings back and forth between 
femmes’ experiences in film capi- 
tal, where they rent an expensive 
mansion and have man trouble, 
and efforts of victim to track them 
down, 


Despite weak story interest, cast 
under the able direction of Irving 
Lerner turns in competent per- 
formances. Standouts are Neville 
Brand, former football great, and 
Christine White, one of the trio, 
who falls for him, both delivering 
forcefully. Other two gals are 
Irene Anders and Coleen Miller, 
and John Brown is their victim. 

Sidney Harmon and Philip Jor- 
dan team up on both the writing 


;}and producing end, but neither 


York sireets | 
| good. 


department shows any imagination. 
Floyd Crosby’s photography is 
Whit. 


’ Genoa, Dec. 10. 

Minerva release of an Excelsa film pro. 
duction. » Marisa Belli, 
Direeted by Pietro - Screenplay, 
Giuseppe Mangione, Pietro Germi, Giu. 
seppe Berto; novel by Luigi Capuana; 
camera, Leonida Barboni; music, Cario 
Rustichelli. At Odeon, Genoa. Running 
time, 95 MINS, 


ABrippinS ...secssecse+see. Marisa Belli 
The Marauig eewteeccoe-- sees no Crisa 
Don Silvio ........... Alessandro Fersen 
ROUGE 6scccce evcee .. Liliana Gerace 
Becee ..css« seeceeess Vincenzo Musoling 
ey eee ons banger od Paola Borboni 





This is a remake of a successft] 
1942 pic of the same title. Com- 
petently made, it looks headed for 
average grosses locally, with no 
word-of-mouth overcoming its lack 
of names. Elsewhere its chances 
are mild. 


Set in Sicily at the turn of the 
century, it tells of a Marquis who 
against all social convention falls 
for a peasant girl in his employ. 
To squelch gossip, he has her 
marry a trusted hired hand, with 
agreement that the marriage is to 

in name only. Seized by un- 
justified jealousy he kills the man 
he thinks guilty of breaking the 
pact. A third man is framed as the 
killer, and the Marquis marries a 
childhood sweetheart as a further 
cover. However, he finally goes 
berserk under the weight of his 
crime. 


The old-style tale is well handled 
and nicely acted by two newcomers, 
Erno Crisa and Marisa Belli, as the 
lovers, the latter particularly good 
in sketching. the sensual aspects of 
the peasant girl. Others are com- 
petent. Direction by Pietro Germi 
is technically skilled but he fails 
to give the story the proper spark. 
It rarely comes to life as more 
than a cold, well-drawn illustration 
of the novel. 


Leonida Barboni’s lensing is ex- 
pert, and he obviously worked very 
closely with his director with 
results visible in vigorous images. 
General production credits ee — 

awk, 


Il Turee Napoletano . 
(The Neapolitan Turk) 
(ITALIAN-COLOR) 


Genoa, Dec. 1. 


Lux Film release of a Rosa Film pro- 
duction. Stars Toto, Isa Barzizza, Carlo 
Campanini, France Faldini, Enzo Turco, 
Mario Castellani, Primarosa Batistella. 
Directed by Mario Mattoli. Screenplay 
from play by Eduardo Scarpetta: com- 
era, Karl Struss, Riceardo Pallottini. At 
Ariston, Genoa. Running time, 90 MINS. 


A pa et Pee Cee Toto 
RCC Carlo Campanini 
SUE ~ cagge ta aehies a2 .. Isa_ Barzizza 
Eee ee Primarosa Batisiella 

The Toto name, color lensing 


and subject matter should piace 
this in upper b.o. brackets on its 
Italian run. Elsewhere, chances 
are minor, with much of the local 
humor losing out to the language 
barrier. 

Based on a well-known play by 
the Neapolitan Eduardo Scarpetta, 
pic is a natural vehicle for Toto. 
Story introes him as a ladies’ man 
who takes the place of a highjacked 
Turk, complete with clothes, papers 
and money. Following up the 
Turk’s destination, Toto ends up 
as guardian to an extremely jeal- 
ous husband intent on protecting 
the virtues of his young wife and 
daughter by previous marriage. 

The fact that the original Turk 
was a eunuch is not known to Toto, 
who swings into his new oecupa- 
tion with obvious relish and he 
soon becomes the village favorite. 
Developments are predictable, and 


film milks situation for all its 
worth. 
Local censorship has largely 


been averted by framing pic as a 
filmed play, with a tribute to its 
w.k. author helping its acceptance 
as a “classic” of the genre. Toto 
is in usual good form as the false 
harem-tender, and gets able back- 
ing from Carlo Campanini, as the 
husband; and Enzo Turco, as a 
local viveur. Isa Barzizza, Prima- 
rosa Batistella and Franca Faldini 
are the three objects of Toto’s 
attentions. Karl Struss has done 
the first generally satisfying studio 
work with the Italian Ferrania- 
color system. Hawk. 


Seattle Public Educated 
To Like British Imports 


Seattle, Dec. 15 

Seattle’s view of the’ British 
product problem is simple. “We 
search eagerly among all British 
and foreign releases for promising 
features,” declares Herb Sobottka 
of the Hamrick Circuit. ‘“Boxoffice 
is the sole consideration. I believe 
Seattle is one of the country’s best 
outlets for British stuff. The pub- 
lic is fairly well educated to ac 
cept it.” 

Few British features hit the big- 
gest capacity houses but there is 
steady playdating in the smaller 
spots. “A Queen Is Crowned” got 








one big opening week and two sat- 
jisfactory followup weeks here. 
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EXHIB WOES HAVE ARMY ECHO 


French-Yanks in Two-Year Deal: 
Subsidizes French Office in U.S, 


Following the pattern of the Ital- 
jan film agreement, the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. this week en- 
tered into a new French deal in- 
volving a subsidy of $260,000 over 
a twoyear period. 

Pact retains the number of Amer- 
ican imports from MPEA member 
companies at 110 a year and also 


continues remittance arrangements 
calling for a monthly dollar trans- 
fer of $200,000. Indies would get 
their usual 11 pix a year. Capital 
account deals are out. However, 
many of the distribs’ beefs in 
France will be cleared up, with the 
reserve fund also going out of the 
window. 

The French are ready to set up 
an office in N. Y. early next year. 
Specific purpose will be to help 
launch and promote French im- 
ports, particularly in the areas 
outside N. Y. Agreement provides 
specifically that the French activ- 
ity will be restricted to -publicity 
and promotion and that the coin is 
not to be used for distribution pur- 
poses. 

Subsidy provision in the French 
deal comes as something of a sur- 
prise in view of the MPEA prexy 
Eric Johnston’s repeated insistence 
that it is not desirable if for no 
other reason than that it sets up a 
bad precedent. In the case of the 
Italians, who set up Italian Films 
Export, the U. S. government ex- 
pressed its misgivings over the ar- 
rangements. Washington doesn’t 
like subsidies that might be used to 
create monopolies in this country, 
and has told the companies so. 

Johnson outlined the deal to the 
foreign managers in N. Y. yester- 
day (Tues.). It’s indicated the 
French subsidy coin will be de- 


rived differently from the Italian 
money. 


Slow Tooling Up 
In Europe Cues 





CScope Stand 


Experience with 3-D abroad is 
serving, to some extent, in deter- 
mining the foreign release plans 
of CinemaScope pix by Warner 
Bros. and Metro. Both companies 
which made the deepies available 
to foreign exhibs in either the 3-D 
or flat versions will follow the 
Same policy with the C’Scope 
product. Houses equipped for the 
Widescreen technique will get the 
C’Scope treatments; those sans in- 
Stallations can have the films in 
the conventional manner, Both WB 
and Metro have indicated that all 
their C’Seope product will be 
lensed in regular dimensicns also. 

20th-Fox, On the other’ hand, 
committed to a CinemaScope pol- 
Icy only, hasn't officially announced 
any o’seas policy, but indications 


are that it'll be similar to the do-| 


Mestic one—C’Scope only on 20th- 
ee screens plus stereophonic 
sound. 

it reine of WB and Metro is that 
'\ll be some time before there are 
sulficie vO A 
eicient  C'Scope _ installations 


45road to constitute a serious prob- 
em. 





PCC Reaches 91% 
as Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
ith One more week remaining, 
* film industry’s Permanent 
‘arites drive has reached 91% 

‘ts $1,225,000 goal. Campaign 
nmittee will make final 

on Dec, 22. 

To date, 18,870 film workers 
.\& Subscribed a total of $1,114,- 
G20) Balance of $110,180 will be 
vent among the higher income 
“senets of the industry, 
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Life of a Manager 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Everything. happens to the 
manager of a film house. Ted 
Emerson, at the Omahe2 Thea- 
tre here has retrieved shoes, 
hose, false teeth and undies 
for careless fans. 

One afternoon last week Ted 
found a nickel. Shortly there- 
after, two girls dashed up and 
said they had lost one. 

_ “Can you describe it,” Ted 
asked. 

Said one little girl: “It had 
One man’s head on one side 
and a house on the other. The 
date was 1942.” 

Emerson looked, found the 
information correct, and sur- 
rendered the fortune. 


PIX PROMISE: 
65 C’SCOPERS 
IN 1954 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

Motion picture theatres can be 
assured of 65 feature films in Cine- 
maScope during 1953, according to 
Edwin W. Aaron, asst. gen. mgr. 
of 20th Century-Fox who addressed 
400 members of the MPTOA of 
eastern Missouri and southern II- 
linois at the 35th annual conven- 
tion here Monday (14). Aaron 
broke down the number of such 
films, which he said, may be in- 
creased, by stating that 20th will 
have 20 or more, MGM about 15, 








versal three or more and at least 
six indies have also indicated they 
planned C’Scopers. Although the 
decision rested with the exhibs 
he urged them to install stereo- 
phonic sound if they can afford it 
and the admish policy was a matter 
for the individual exhibitor as his 
company cannot dictate the admish 
scale. 


Before start of the next outdoor 
season Aaron said 20th will have a 
new CinemaScope plan for drive- 
ins, details of which are still un- 
known to him. He said his com- 

(Continued on page 13) 


‘CENSOR BINFORD (86) 
DISALLOWS ‘SADIE’ 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 

City censor Lloyd Binford has 
added Columbia's “Miss Sadie 
Thompson” to the long list of pix 
which he doesn’t think are fit for 
Memphis audiences to see. His 
edict holds good not only for the 
city, but for the remainder of 
Shelby County. 

In the past, the 86-year old Bin- 








ford has banned such films as | 
'“King of Kings,” “Lost Bound- | 
aries” and “Brewster's Millions.” 


Redlighting of a picture here as a 
rule hypoes attendance at the the- 
atres playing the attraction at 
neighboring West Memphis. 


| Publicists Ask 15% Hike 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

| Lloyd Ritchie, business agent for 
the Publicists Guild, is discussing 
new proposals for a contract with 





Producers. The old pact termi- 
nated last Oct. 25. 
Among the demands made by 


the Guild are: A 15° pay raise; a 
40-hour week and a pension plan. 
Publicists also ask severance pas 
equal to two weeks for each year 
employed, and an additional week 
of vacation after three years on 
the job. 

Counter-proposals by mapors are 
| expected to be presented today 
,(Tues.) when Guild business rep- 
and producers negotiating commit- 





tee meet with Charles Boren, labor | 


relations chief for AMPP. 


WB 16, Columbia four or five, Uni- | 


the Association of Motion Picture | 


400 POSTS NEED 
FILMS WEEKLY 


By HY HOLLINGER 
The United States Army and Air 


Force Motion Picture Service, 
which operates more than 400 do- 
mestic theatres and numerous 


houses in overseas installations, is 
experiencing woes similar to those 
of ordinary U. S. exhibitors. These 
include television, shortage of 
product and the turmoil created 
by the introduction of new projec- 
tion techniques. 


Army and Air Force theatres, 
whose aim is to keep the GIs with- 
in the confines of the military 
camps, have been undergoing a se- 
rious drop in attendance and, like 


tion to draw the service patrons. 
Video is the greatest bugaboo, 
since the majority of posts have 
TV receivers in the recreation 
rooms and other gathering spots. 


In addition, attempts are being 
made to bring TV to isolated posts 
which are beyond the reception 
area of commercial video. An ex- 
perimental low-power video unit 
has been installed at the Lime- 
stone Air Force Base in Maine. 
Station, which will be GI-operated, 


scope and vidpix programming a 
week. If the Limestone venture 


ered stations will be installed in 





Amusement Lineup 


Television is not the only com- | 


| petition faced by the Army and Air 
| Force film houses. Pass privileges 
| during peace time are, of course, 
;more liberal than during the war 
‘period and the lure of nearby 
| towns (and babes) is a potent com- 
| petitor. Elaborate entertainment 
| media right on the posts include 
| the service clubs, the officers’ and 
(Continued on page 63) 





| Aldermen Asked to Cat 
One-Man-Per-Machine 
Ordinance in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

Major struggle is expected fol- 
| lowing introduction in the Board of 
| Aldermen of a bill that would re- 
duce the number of projectionists 
}employed in local motion picture 
|theatres. The present ordinance 
;requires one projection for each 
}machine which, in effect, means 
‘two operators for each house. 

The new bill would require only 
on projectionist for each house. 
Alderman William Brady, who in- 
| troduced the bill, said it was done 
jat the request of theatre owners. 
He did not elaborate. 

One-man-per-machine ordinance 
was adopted about 10 years ago 
after Local No. 143, IATSE, waged 
a long fight. 





any local exhib, need a sock attrac- | 


will receive some 60 hours of kime- | 


proves successful, similar low-pow- | 


other non-commercial TV areas, | 
|and even at overseas installations. | 





Ex-Foes, Germany, 


Italy, Japan 


Lead in Native Film Recovery; 
Playing Time for U.S. Pix Down 


> 





Now It’s ScenicScope 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

New anamorphic process 
known as ScenicScope will be 
used for the first time by Bene- 
dict Bogeaus in the production 
of “Desperate Men” for RKO 
release. It will also be RKO’s 
first anamorphic release. 

John Payne wili star in the 
picture which is slated to roll 
this week at Republic with 
Allan Dwan directing. 














j 


BUT GO FOR 


~NEW SOUND 


against the forced use of stereo- 
phonic sound, equipment manufac- 
turers continue to push sales of 
directional sound units. 

Walter E. Green, National Thea- 
tre Supply prexy, last week let it 
be known that his company during 
the past four months had taken 


orders for more than 600 installa- 
tions and that an increasing pro- 
portion of the sales were for houses 
with from 500 to 1,000 seats. 


Green even cited an instance 
‘where his company had equipped 
a state censorship board screen- 
|ing room for directional sound. He 
| failed to point out that, unless the 
|room was thus equipped, the cen- 
' sors couldn't see any of the 20th- 
| Fox CinemaScope pix which only 
come with four-track sound. 


Green urged exhibs to look at 
the expense for sound gear as an 
investment in the future of their 
own welfare and said they'd be 
agreeably surprised by the low cost 
of stereo sound for the smaller 
houses “if measured in terms of ad- 
missions per week.” 

Theatre ops have complained to 
20th-Fox that the cost of muiti- 
channel sound doesn't match its ef- 
fectivenness in the theatre or its 
b.o. pull. Cost of directional sound 
installation is put anywhere from 
$4,000 up. with wiring, labor, speak- 
ers and other items added on. Ex- 
hib opposition has forced 20th to 
agree to comparative tests of its 
sound next January. Theatre ops 
want 20th to make tts films avail- 
able with both a single optical 
track and with stereo sound. 


California Judge Will Wait and See; 


' Hughes Case 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
Bernard Reich's sweep- 
for appointment of a 


Attorney 
ing motton 





Republic Pctures Prexy 
Herbert J. Yates 


while retaining a wary eye on TV's 
continued growth reiterates his 
reasons for why he's 


Sull High on Pix 
* + 7 
one of the many byline pieces 
in the upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 





to Trial in Nevad 
‘master to investigate tangled mi- 
nority stockholder actions against 
Howard Hughes and RKO has been 
put off calendar by Federal Judge 
Ben Harrison. Jurist said he would 
await outcome of scheduled Jan. 5 
trial of similar case before Clark 
County Superior Court Judge 
Frank McNamee in Las Vegas, Ne\ 
Reich has been pressing for in- 
vestigation contending collusion 
existed between defandants and 
N. Y. attorneys for plaintiffs. The 
Nevada action was filed after simi- 
lar complaints filed here but Vegas 
case proceeded quicker because de- 


fendants agreed to accept service 
there although firm's principal 
place of business is here. This ac- 


ceptance of Nevada service is one 
of circumstances which Reich 
wanted investigated. He originally 
was local counsel for plaintiffs but 
N. Y. counsel 








»get him out of case. 


* Yank pix overseas are 


EXHIBS BEEFING 


As exhib orgs continue to rail; 


had been trying to, 


losing 
ground in the battle for playing 
time. Hollywood imports are still 
the most prominent—and in most 
places the most popular—enter- 
tainment item on foreign screens, 
but execs in N. Y. are concerned 
over the gradual gains chalked up 
by local productions even in coun- 





| tries where screen time isn't fixed 


| via quota regulations. 


| According to government sta- 
| tistics for the year 1952, American 
| films grabbed off 74°: of the play- 
jing time in the world’s theatres. 
'Total for 1953 is expected to be 
isomewhat lower, the drop being 
|particularly pronounced in the 
European market where there's 
| been a sharp upswing in local pro- 
duction. * 
Down In Ita'y 

In Italy, domestically-produced 
pix in 1953 spurted ahead to cap- 
‘ture 46°> of the gross, Yank pix 
{simultaneously falling back from 
(56°C in 1952 to 48°%. The Italo 
(slice in 1952 was oniy 34°72. 

Down to 56°: In Greece 

In Greece, where Hollywood 
films dominated loca] screens to 
the extent of 75° in prior years, 
1953 saw them falling back seri- 


ously. American imports got only 
'56.3°> of the playing time this 
year. 


And 2212‘: In Berlin 
Same story comes from Germany. 
Best example is Berlin where, in 
the postwar period. U. S. imports 
provided almost half of the city's 
pix. By 1951, the Americans had 
slid back to 36.7°r with local pro 

(Continued on page 63 


Just-Before-Xmas 


Openings Bunch 
Up on Bway 


Jockeying for position for the 
Broadway Christmas trade has re- 
sulted in a jam-up of openings in 
the two davs preceding the holi- 
dav. Total of four pictures, three 
with gala premieres, will bow on 
the Main Stem in the two-day pe- 
riod 

The hoopla preems ran into the 
most difficulty, to the extent that 
two are scheduled next Wednesday 
23 Warner Bros. will unveil 
“The Eddie Cantor Story” at the 
Paramount and Columbia will pre- 
sent the Rita Hayworth 3-D star- 





rer, “Miss Sadie Thompson.” at 
the Capitol To avoid a conflict 
the WB pic is set for 8:30 p.m 


while the Col entry will go on ata 
special] midnight showing 





On the previous evening (22), 
20th-Fox is holding an invitational 
preem at the Rivoli for “King of 
the Kvyber Rifles.” its third Cine- 
maScope entry The only regular 


opening is that slated for the Astor 


where the Ida Lupino indie. “The 
Bigamist.” starts on Christmas 
eve 

Earlier conflict between 20th 
and Universal was avoided when 
20th shifted the CinemaScope 
opening of “Beneath the 12-Mi'e 
Reef” at the Roxy to tonight 
‘Wed It was originally sched- 
uled for Monday (14) when U hel 
an invitation preem_ foi The 
Glenn Miller Story” at the RKC 


86th Street Theatre 


More About Kid Wolves 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 


With voung hoodlums making 
front page headlines in Los Ange- 
les (and elsewhere) William I 
Broidy is prepping an indie pro 
duction, “Wolf Pack,” for Alliec 
Artists release 

Story, written by Harry Essex, 


is based on police files dealing with 
actual cases of youthful gangsters 
in this area. 














PICTURE GROSSES , 


Wednesday, December 16, 1953 





LA Marking Time; 
$17,000, ‘Violated 


‘Escape Brisk 
91,6 Pan’ NSG 


126, ‘Alamein -Stageshow Fair 156 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 


First-runs are coasting through 
this week, with most houses draw- 
ing soft trade as Xmas shopping 
increases. Best of new bills is 
“Escape From Ft. Bravo,” which 
looks nice $17,000 in two small 
theatres. Also doing surprisingly 
well is “Violated,” sex-exploitation 
subject, which is good $9,500 at 
the United Artists. 

Popscale run of “Peter Pan” 
shapes thin $12,000 in 
houses. Reissue combo of “Grapes 
of Wrath” and “Tobacco Road” 
looks slim $11,500 in four smaller 
spots.*Perez Prado and Roberta 
Linn onstage at the Paramount 
with “El Alamein” looks light 
$15,000. 

Holdovers are feeling the Yule 
shopping impact. with many just 
marking time until the holidays 
arrive. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace, Hawaii ‘(Metropolitan- 
G&S) (1,212; 980; 70-$1.10)—‘“Fort 
Bravo” (M-G) and “Terror Street” 
(Lip) (2d run) at Palace only. Fine 
$17,000. Last week. Hawaii, “All 
Brothers Valiant” ‘M-G) (4th wk), 
$2,000. 

Rialto, Hollywood, Paramount, 
Wiltern (Metropolitan-F&M-SW) 
(839; 1.430; 2.344: 70-$1.10)\— 
“Peter Pan” (RKO) and “Without 
Resérvations” (RKO) (reissue) 
(Wiltern-Par) “Little Boy Lost” 
(Par-2d run) (Rialto only). Thin 
$12,000 shapes likely. Last week, 
Rialto, “Flight Tangier” (Par) and 
“Sea Lost Skips” (Rep) (2d run) 
(2d wk), $2,500; others in units. 

Globe, Iris, Upiewn, Loyola 
(FWC) ‘782; 814: 1,715; 1.248; 70- 
$1.10)\—“Grapes Wrath” (20th) and 


“Tobacco Road” (20th) (reissues). | 99)—“Hondo” 


Look to get slim $11.500. Last ; 
week, “Donovan's Brain” (UA) and 
Pel On Prowl” (UA). $17,- 


a Angeles Paramount (‘ABPT) | 
(3,300; 90-$1.50\—“El Alamein” 
(Col) with Perez Prado, Roberta | 
Linn onstage. Light $15,000. Last, 
week, with Hollywood Paramount, 
“Diamond Queen” (WB) and 
“Shadow Man” (Lip), $16,000. 

United Artists (UATC) (2,100: 
70-$1.10)—“Violated” ‘Indie) and/ 
“The Ringer” ‘Indie’. Good $9,500. | 


Last week, with Wiltern Fox | 
Hollywood, “Nebraskan” (Col) and 
“Killer Ape” (Col), $8,500. 


Loew’s State, 
(2.404; 1.538: 70-$1.80)—"Take High 
Ground” (M-G) (2d wk). Medium 
$15.000. Last week, $24.000. 


Orpheum, Vogue ‘Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2.213; 885; 70-$1.10)—“War | 
Worlds” (‘Par) (3d wk). 
$9,000. Last week, $14.600. 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861: 70-$1. 10) | 
“Song of Land” (UA) (3d wk). 
$1,000. Last week, $1.200. 

Warners Beverly (SW) (1 612; 90- | 
$1.50\—“Torch Song” (M-G) (4th 


wk). Slow $4,500. Last week. $5.700. | 
Fox Ritz (FWC) (1,363; 90-$1.50) | 


—"Ca 
wk). 
900. 


tain’s Paradise’ (UA) (4th 
ood $6,000. Last week, $6,- 


Four Star (UATC) (900; $1.50- 
$2.40)\—“‘Julius Caesar’ (M-G) (5th 
= Okay $6,500. Last week, $7,- 


Fox Wilshire, Warner Down- 
town (FWC-SW) (2.296: 1,757: $1- 
$2.20)\—“‘How Marry Millionaire” 
(20th) (6th wk Wilshire, 5th wk 
Downtown). seeserate $14,500. Last 
week, $18.400 

Fine Arts ‘FWC) (631: 
—‘“‘Cruel Sea” (U) (9th wk). 
$1,000. Last week, $1,400. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2- 
752; 2,812; 95-$1.50)\—"“Eternity” 
(Col) (1th wk). Lean $13,000. Last | 
week, $14,300. 


Chinese, Los Angeles (FWC) (1. : 


905; 2,097; $1.20-$2.40)\—“Robe” 
(20th) (12th wk Chinese, 7th wk 
ae Modest $18,000. Last week, 


dl Hollywood (SW) (1.364: 
$1.20-$2.40)\—“‘Cinerama” (Indie) 
(33d wk). Into 33d frame after okay 
$25,900 last week. 


FWC House Relights 


Banning, Cal., Dec. 15. 

Fox West Coast's 600-seater. 
newly named the Fox, will be 
re-opened Friday night with a 
preview of Paramount's “Here 
Comes the Girls,” attended by film 
mames and circuit executives. 

House, managed by Ray Hawley, 
has been refurbished at a cost of 
$50,000 and equipped to handle 





a.l types of features, including 
CinemaScope and _ stereophonic 
sound. 


a 





three | ¢ 





' (4th wk). 


: | Brothers Valiant” 
Egyptian ‘UATC) | 


Modest | | 


Dull 


v 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total G Gross 


This Week ........ $524,700 
(Based on 24 theatres) 
Last year ......... $441,000 


(Based on 19 theatres) 


Escape’ Bangup 
$20,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 


Rain Sloughed weekend biz 
with holdovers further dampening 
grosses. “Escape From Ft. Bravo” 
surprised with a strong opening, 
and a nice session is in prospect at 
the Stanley. “Glass Web” looms 
fair at the Stanton. “Give Giri 
Break” shapes light at the Ran- 
dolph. “Hondo” is fine at the 
Goldman in third round while 
“How to Marry Millionaire”’- is 
rated sturdy in fourth Mastbaum 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (S&S) (625: 85-$1.30)— 
“Mogambo” (M-G) (10th wk). Okay 
$6.000 or near. Last week, $6,800. 

Boyd ‘S-W) (1,400; $1.30-$2.80)— 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (10th wk). 
Hefty $20,000. Last week, $20,500. 

Fox (20th) (2.250: 99-$1.80)\— 
“Robe” (20th) (12th wk). Oke 
$13,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 
(WB) (3d wk). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4.360: 99-$1.30) 
—‘“How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
Sturdy $21,000. Last 
| week, $23,500. 

Midtown (Goldman) 
} $1.30) — “Take 
| (M-G) (3d wk). 








(1.000; 74- 
High Ground” 
Fair $7,000. Last 


week, $11,000. 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500: 74- 
| $1.30\—"“Give Girl Break” (M-G). 
Weak $12,500. Last week, “Kiss 
Me Kate” (M-G) (3d wk), $10,500. 

Stanley (‘S-W) (2,900: 85-$1. 30)— 
Escape From Ft. Bravo” (M-G). 
Fine $20,000. Last week, “All 
(M-G), $13,000. 
(SW) (1,473; 50-99)— 
Web” (U). Fair $7,500. 


Stanton 
“Glass 


| Last week, “Siren of Bagdad” (Col) 
and 
| $8,000 


“Mission Over Korea” (Col), 


Studio (Goldberg) (500; 85-$1.25) 

oe Around Us” (RKO) (5th 

k). Okay $2,500. Last week, 
$3. 200. 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.50) 
—‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) (7th wk). 
| Brisk $7,500 or close. Last week, 
$8,500 





VARIETY 


‘Thunder’ Mild $5,000 


Seattle; ‘Marry’ 11 4G 
Seattle, Dec. 15. 


Standout this session is “How to 
Marry a Millionaire” which shapes 
big in second Fifth Avenue week. 
“Moon Is Blue” continues okay al- 
though in its 21st week. “Thunder 
Over Plains” is rated fair at 
Liberty. Otherwise, boxoffice re- 
ports are mild to drab currently. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)—“‘Volcano” (UA). Slow $2,500. 
Last week, “Young and Damned” 
(Indie), $2,300. 


Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90)—“Flight to Tangier” (Par) and 
“Hot News” (AA). Dull $5,000 in 
6 days. Last week, “Botany Bay” 
(Par) and “Vicki” (20th) (2a wh), 
$6,800. 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
$1-$1.50)—“‘Millionaire” (20th) (2d 
wk). Big $11,500 after $19,600 last 
week. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—‘Thunder Over Plains” (WB). 
Fair $5,000. Last week, “Fort 
Bravo” (M-G) and “Shadow Man” 
(Lip), $4,600 in 9 days. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.25) — “Moon Is Blue” (M-G) 
(2ist wk). Good $3,200 after $3,400 
last week. 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.363; 65- 
90)\—“Calamity Jane” (WB) and 
“Murder on Monday” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Mild $5,000 after $7,400 last 
week. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) — “Gun Fury” (Col) and 
“Slaves of Babylon” (Col). Drab 
$6,500. Last week, “War of Worlds” 
(Par) and “Affair Monte Carlo” 
(AA) (2d wk), $5,300 at $1.25 top. 


‘Cinerama’ Socko 
$78,000, Pitt Ace © 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 15. 

Golden Triangle getting a shot 
in the arm with opening of “This 
Is Cinerama”’ at downtown Warner, 
which had been closed several 
weeks for remodeling. It already 
has the feel of a hit. Rave notices 
and great word-te-mouth are al- 
ready building up big advance 
sale, but management expects big- 
ger results after the holidays. 
Despite season of year, it looks 
sock in first week. “Captain’s 
Paradise” is holding up okay in 
third week at Squirrel Hill, and 
stays on. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 85-$1.25)— 
“Millionaire” (20th) (5th wk). Nice 
$7,500 and will get 4 extra days in 
sixth week before coming out. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,100; 85-$1.50) 
—‘Robe” (20th) (llth wk). One 
more stanza and then out for “Be- 
neath 12-Mile Reef” (20th), another 
CinemaScoper on Xmas Day. Eas- 
ing off to okay $7,000. Last week, 
$8,000. 





Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Escape From Ft. Bravo’ (M-G). 


(Continued on page 13) 





Det. Sturdy; ‘Wild’ Lively $18,000, 
‘Sins Robust 156, ‘Hondo’ 166, 3d 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 





Christmas shopping is cutting 


‘into grosses somewhat this week. 

|Of three newcomers in downtown 
80-$1.50) | 
Light | 


houses, “Blowing Wild’ looks best 
at the Michigan with solid takings. 
“Sins of Jezebel’ shapes good at 
the Broadway-Capitol while “Sea 
Around Us” is fair at the Madison. 
“Cinerama” still is sock in 39th 
|week at the Music Hall. ‘The 
Robe” at the Fox and “How to 
Marry A Millionaire” at the United 
Artists are fairly strong holdovers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1-)| 
$1.80)—“The Robe” (20th) (11th 
wk). Good $26,000. Last week, 
$32,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
80-$1)—"Blowing Wild” (WB) and 
“Crazylegs” (AA). Swell $18,000. 
Last week, “Back to God’s Coun- 
try” (U) plus Betty Grable-Harry 
James onstage, terrific $60,000. 





Palms (UD) (2,961: 80-$1) — 
“Hondo” (WB) and “Slaves of 
Babylon” (UA) (3d wk). Nice $16,- 
000. Last week, $20,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900: 80-$1)— 
“Sea Around Us” (RKO). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Eternity” | 
(Col) (14th wk), $10,000 

United Artists (UA) (1,938; $1- 
$1.50) — “Millionaire” (20th) (4th 
wk). Oke $15,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 80-$1» 





—‘Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $7,500. Last week, $9,800. 


Broadway-Capitol (Korman) (3,- 
500; 80-$1)—“Sins of Jezebel” 
(Lip) and “Born to Saddle” (In- 
die). Good $15,000 or near. Last 
week, “Jack Slade” (AA) and 
sian of Conflict” (AA) (2d wk), 


Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,236; $1.40-$2.80)—“Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (39th wk). poent $23,- 
500. Last week, $25,000 





Columbia Pix Sales Veepee 


Abe Montague 


advocates that the picture business 
which is now on the upbeat 


Needs Uniform 
Techniques 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARI 
DUE SOON 











Cincy Holds Well; ‘Kate’ Crisp 136, 
Song Smooth 96, Diamond’ Sharp 76 | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,136,200 
(Based on 23 cities, and 222 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ....... $1,714,000 
(Based on 23 cities and 198 
theatres.) 


‘Escape So-S0 — 
$70,000 in D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

The pre-Christmas shopping sea- 
son and a long list of holdovers are 
generally slowing up mainstem film 
biz. Couple of days of rain the past 
pane wien | are further restrictin 
the boxoffice. “Escape From For 
Bravo” looks to get the most coin 
of newcomers, with “The Glass 
Web” doing nicely. “How to Marry 
re is strong, in fourth 
roun 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 60-85)— 
“Escape From Ft. Bravo” (M-G). 
So-so $20,000. Last week, “Kiss Me 
Kate” (M-G), $19,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 55-85) 

—“Take High Ground” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Pleasant $5,500 after $8,000 
in second. 

Dupont (Lopert) (372; 90-$1.20) 

—Martin Luther” (Indie) (7th wk). 
Dull $3,600 after $4,200 in sixth 
week. Stays over. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,949; 70-$1)— 
“Glass Web” (U). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, “All Brothers Valiant” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $7,000. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 55-85) 

—“Hondo” (WB) (3d wk). Fair 
$6,000 after nice $8,500 in second 
week. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 74-$1.20) 
—‘‘How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
(4th wk). Strong $12,000 after $17,- 
000 last week. Holds. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
“Roman Holiday” (Par) (11th wk). 
Good $3,500 after $3,800 last week. 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.80) 

—‘“Cinerama” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Fair $15,000 after $16,000 last 
week. Heavy advance for holiday 
season. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 
—‘‘Eternity” (Col) (16th wk). Fine 
$5,000 after $6,000 last week. 


Toronto Off; ‘Heat’ Hot 
126, ‘Honduras’ Fine 116, 
“Apache River’ Hep 126 


Toronto, Dec. 15. 

Xmas shopping is cutting into 
film revenue but “The Big Heat” 
is a hot newcomef “Appointment 
in Honduras” plus ‘Marry Me 
Again” at two-house combo looks 
fine. ‘‘All Brothers Were Valiant,’ 
in second frame, still is solid in 
second round, with “The Robe” in 
eighth stanza only a step behind. 
“Stand at Apache River" shapes 
solid in five houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol, Tivoli (FP) (1,092; 1,436; 
85-95) —“Flight To Tangier” (Par) 
(3-D), Light $7,000. Last week, 
“Inferno” (20th) (3-D), $5,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 
470; 698: 694; 35-60)—‘“Stand at 
Apache River” (U) and “Golden 











Blade” (U). Nice $12,000. Last 
week, “Slight Case Larceny” (M-G) 
and “Perilous Journey” (Rep), 
$11,500. 


Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1,558; 40-75)—“Marry Me Again” 
(RKO). Nice $10,009. Last week, 





| “Robe” 





“Decameron Nights” (RKO), $13,- 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 75-$1.50)— 
(20th) 8th wk). Sturdy 
| $11,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096: 65-85)— 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Swell $12,000. Last week, 


$16,000. 
(Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 


, 000 


Odeon 
“Big Heat” (Col). Big (12,000. Last 
hoo “Sailor of King” (20th), 

Bhes's (FP) (2,386; 40-75)— 
pointment in Honduras” 
Fine $11,000. Last week, 
Caddy” (Par) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Towne (Taylor) (693; 75-$1)— 
“Times Gone By” (IFD) (2d wk). 
Big $5,500. Last week, $6,000 

Uptown (Loew) (2, 743: 40-75) — 
“Sea of Lest Ships” (Rep). Fair 
$7,500. Last week, “Veils of Bag- 
dad” (U), $7,000. 


“Ap- 
(RKO). 
“The 


| 000. 





Cincinnati, Dec. 15. 

Complete te of new bills this 
stanza figures to halt somewhat 
the = penetration of 
downtown tr. “Kiss Me Kate” 
is town topper and shapes as a nice 
Albee entry. “Torch Song” appears 
fairly good at Palace. “Diamond 
Queen” looms as a Grand sparkler, 
Capitol is moderate with “Sabre 
Jet” while Keith’s has a slow riser 
in “Flight to Tangler.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 75-$1) — 
“Kiss Me Kate” (M-G). Smash 
$13,000. Last week, “The Robe” 
~— (7th wk), $10,500 at 85-$1.50 
scale 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-85) — 
“Sabre Jet” (UA) and “That Man 
From Tangier” (UA). Just okay at 
$6,000. Last week,“Sins of Jezebel” 
(Lip) and “Casbah” (Col), $6,500 
in .8 days. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-85) — 
“Diamond Queen” (WB) and “Cap- 
tain Scarface” (Indie). Bright $7. 
000 or over. Last week, “Calamity 
Jane” (WB) (m.o.), $6,000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 55-85) — 
“Flight to Tangier” (Par). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, “Botany Bay” 
(Par) (2d wk), $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-85) — 
“Torch Song” (M-G). Fairly good 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Return 
to Paradise” (UA), $9,500. 


‘Brothers’ Valiant 156, 
St. Lou; ‘Hondo’ 106, 2d, 
‘Robe’ Robust 96, 8th 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

Christmas spending splurge is 
gaining momentum here. With 
downtown opposition removed by 
shuttering of Ambassador for Cine- 
rama installation, “All Brothers 
Were Valiant” is grabbing the big 
coin this session at Loew’s. “The 
Robe” is wheeling in eighth frame 
and still hefty. “Cruel Sea” shapes 
as good holdover at the Pageant. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
— Closed currently. Last week, 
“Miss Robin Crusoe” (20th) and 
“Blue Print for Murder” (20th), 
nice $9,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 
“Jennifer” (Indie) and “Jack 
Slade” (AA) Opened today (Tues.). 
Last week, “Hondo” (WB) and 
“Hot News” (AA) (2d wk), good 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) and 
“No Escape” (UA). Hefty $15,000. 
Last week, “Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) 
(3d wk), $10,000. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
90)—“‘Cruel Sea” (U) (2d wk). Fine 
$3,000 after $5,000 opening stanza. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
60-75) — “The Robe” (20th) (8th 
wk). Solid $9,000 following $13,000 
in last frame. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90) —“‘Importance Being Earnest” 





(U). Fancy $3,500. Last week, 
“Decameron Nights” (RKO) (3d 
wk), $3,000. 





‘Melba’ Tall at $22,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Sins’ Good 86 


Montreal, Dec. 15. 
Biz is off this week prior 10 
Christmas but holding up au 
well in view of conditions. ‘Melb: 
looks standout with solid takings 
at Loew’s.. “Jamaica Run” shapes 
as good at. the Capitol. ‘Robe” 
still is okay in seventh Palace 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 75-$1.50)— 
“The Robe” (20th) (7th wk). Okay 
$12,000 following $18,000 last 


week. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2.412: 50-80)— 
“Jamaica Run” (Par). Good $12. 
000. Last week. “Farmer Takes 4a 
Wife” (20th), $17,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 50-80)— 
“The Nebraskan” (Col), Mild $8~- 
Last week, “Appointment in 
Honduras” (RKO), $15.000. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855: 50-85)— 
“Melba” (UA). Solid $22,000. Last 
week, “So This Is Love” (WB) (2d 
wk), $16.000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,830; 34-60)— 
“Powder River” (20th) and ‘‘Ghost 
Ship” (20th). Last week, ‘‘Gang- 
ster at Bay” (Indie) and “Captain 
Scarface” (Indie), $12,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048: 40- 65)— 


“Sins of Jezebel” (Lip an 
“Shadow Man” (Lip). Nice ‘$8. 000. 
Last week, “Joe Louis Story” (UA) 


and “The Twonky” (UA) (2d wk’, 
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Seasonal Slump Hits Chi But ‘Sins’ 
Fancy $17,500; Diamond’ Okay 166, 
Marry’ 356, 3d; ‘Mogambo’ 176, Sth 





Chicago, Dec. 15. + 


stomary seasonal slump has 
Pe ot and most Loop deiuxers are 
sting just par figures. Three new 
pills are off to a fair start, with 
“Sins of Jezebel” and an From 
Cairo” hitting a nice 17,500 at 
McVickers. “Diamond Queen and 
“Fighter Attack” is grabbing an 
okay $16,000 at United Artists. 

Second round of “Appointment 
in Honduras” shapes tidy at the 
Chicago, with Billy Daniels help- 
ing onstage. “99 River St.” and 
“Flight Nurse” looks average at 
Roosevelt. 

“How to Marry Millionaire” con- 
tinues hot despite general biz slack 
at $35,000 in third week at the 
Oriental. “Decameron Nights” is 
nice $4,300 at the Surf. Fourth 
week of “Mogambo” at the Woods 
heads for a staunch session, while 
seventh stanza of “Captain's Para- 
dise” is bright at the Ziegfeld. 

“Robe” is fast in 12th week at 
the State-Lake, while same frame 
of “Martin Luther” looms smooth 
at the Loop. “Cinerama” is great 
in 20th week at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
— “Appointment in Honduras” 
(RKO) with Billy Daniels onstage 


(24 wk). Fairish $25,000. Last 
week, $39,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) — 


“Brothers Valiant” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $8,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Loop (Telem’t) (600; 98-$1.25)— 
“Martin Luther” (Indie) (12th wk). 
Nice $8,000 after $11,500 last week. 

McVickers (JL&S) (2,200; 65-90) 
—‘Sins of Jezebel” (Lip) and ‘““Man 
From Cairo” (Lip). Looks good 
$17,500. Last week, “Botany Bay” 
(Par) and “Flight to Tangier” (Par) 
(2d wk), $14,000. ! 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 55-98)— 
“Yellow Balloon” (AA) and “Jenni- 
fer” (AA) (2d wk). Slow $4,000. 
Last week, $6,500. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
(3d wk). Strong $35,000 after $48,- 
000 last week. 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.20-$3.60) 
—‘Cinerama” (Indie (20th wk). 
Sock $35,000. Last week, $39,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“99 River St.” (UA) and “Flight 
Nurse” (Rep) (2d wk). Neat $11,000 
after last week’s $17,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.80)\—“Robe” (20th) (12th wk). 
Plump $30,500. Last week $38,000. 
¥ Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
Decameron Nights’ (RKO) (3d 
Wk). Brisk $4,300. Last week 
$5,600. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55- 

8) — “Diamond Queen” (WB) 
and “Fighter Attack” (AA), Shap- 
ing bright $16,000. Last week. 
Jack Slade’ (AA) and “Son of 
Belle Starr” (AA) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Woods 


(Essaness) (1,198; 98- 
one o oe (M-G) (5th 
. Stur ,000, : 
bh y Last week, 


z Ziegfeld (Lopert) (430; 98) — 
Captain’s Paradise’ (UA) (7th 


wk). Fine $3,200 
week, $ after $3,600 last 


Stores Get L’ville Play; 
‘Tangier’ Mild $10,000, 
‘Heat’ $9,000, ‘Hawk’ 56 


Louisville, Dec. 15. 

Three of the first-runs are show- 
ng new product this week, with 
one holdover “Hondo” in. third 
Stanza at the Mary Anderson. 
Downtown department stores are 
Setting the big play this stanza. 
light To Tangier” at Rialto is 
air while “Big Heat” is equally 
mild at State. “Wings Of Hawk” at 
the Kentucky is fairly strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky ‘Switow) (1,200; 54-75) 
Gin WV ings Of Hawk” and “One 
sutl's Confession” (Col). Nice 
>).000. Last week, “Torch Song” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $7,000. 
one Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
oo /9! —= “Hondo” (WB) (3d wk). 

$6,000 after last week's 





giialto. ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
4G) on eight To Tangier” (Par) 
rl Redheads From Seattle” 
want . Fair $10,000. Last week, 
a ppointment in Honduras” (RKO) 
_ none Me Again” (RKO), 


State (Loew’s) (3,000; 54-75) — 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20%,» tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


—_—-—_ SS 


Slade’ Strong 
$13,000 in Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 15. 

“Jack Slade” shapes sturdy at 
the Century this session and is 
holding nine days. “All Brothers 
Were Valiant” is very good at the 
Buffalo. “The Actress” looms fair 
at Paramount as is “Hondo” in 
third stanza at the Center. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“All Brothers Valiant” (M-G) and 
“Fort Algiers’ (U). Sturdy $15.- 
000. Last week, ‘““Mogambo” (M-G) 
(2d wk-8 days), $17,000 at $1 top. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“The Actress” (M-G) and “Half a 
Hero” (M-G). Fair $10,000. Last 
week, “Thunder Over Plains” (WB) 
and “Hot News” (Indie), same. 

Center (Par) (3,000; 65-85)— 
“Hondo” (WB) (3d wk). = Fair 
$7.000. Last week, $9,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
“Conquest of Cochise” (Col) and 
“Combat Squad” (Col). Oke $8- 
500. Last week, “Goiden Blade” 
Ne and “Tumbleweed” (U), $10,- 

Century (Buhawk) (3,000: 40-70) 
—‘Jack Slade” (AA) and “Private 
Eyes” (Indie). Trim $13,000 in 9 
days. Last week, “How Marry 
Millionaire” (20th) (4th wk), $12,- 
000 at $1.25 top. 

Mercury (Michaels) (297: 54-83) 
—‘“Violated” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Looks like good $3,000. Last week, 
$4,000. 


Pre-Xmas Sloughs K.C.; 
‘Tumbleweed’ OK $12,000, 
‘Slade’ 76, ‘Bravo’ Ditto 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 

Theatres are beset by the Christ- 
mas shopping season. most of line- 
up being hard hit. “Tumbleweed” 
in four Fox Midwest houses will 
get average money with boost from 
sneak preview each night. “Jack 
Slade” is modest at the Paramount 
while “Escape From Fort Bravo” 
at the Midland is light. “Sea 
Around Us” is oke at the Kimo. 
Weather turned cooler over the 

weekend, and proved no help. 

Estimates for This Week 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 75-$1)— 











“Sea Around Us” (RKO).  Satis- 
factory $2,000. Last week. “To- 
night We Sing” (20th) (2d wk), 


$1.000. 
Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 50-75)— 


“Escape From Ft. Bravo’ (M-G) 
and “Sky Command” (Col). Light 
$7,000. Last week. “Big Heat” 
(Col) and “Last Posse” (Col), 
$7.500 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 60-85)— 
“Thunder Over Plains” (WB) and 
“That Man From Tangier” (UA). 
Thin $5,000. Last week. ‘‘Hondo” 
(WB) and “Louisiana Territory” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $7.000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1.913; 
$1-$1.50)—“The Robe” (20th) (11th 
wk). Down to $6.000. but figured 
oke for season. Likelv will go a 
12th. Last week, $6.000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1.900; 
65-85) —“Jack Slade” (AA). Hold- 
ing its own at $7,000. Last week, 
“Flight to Tangier” (Par), $6,000. 

Tower, Uvtown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 
700; 1.217: 65-85)\—‘“‘Tumbleweed” 
(U) with “Star in the Night” (In- 
die) doubled at Tower and Gra- 
nada. Circuit bringing back its 
last year’s policy of adding a new 
sneak preview every night of week- 
days. Okay $12.000. Last week, 





“Big Heat” (Col) and “China Ad- 
Venture” (Col). 
week, “Take High Ground” 


(M-G) and “ B Seren 
$11,000" Slaves Babylon” (Col), 


Medium $9,000. | 


“How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
| (2d wk), fairish $13,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 75-$1)— 
“Mr. Potts to Moscow” (AA) (2d 


‘Country’ Crisp $12,000, 
Denver; ‘Honduras’ 106 


Denver, Dec. 17. 
Weather is fine for Xmas shop- 
Ping here, and biz is suffering. 
Two films are being held to give 
houses a Christmas Day start. 
“Kiss Me Kate” stays a fourth at 
the Broadway while “Jack Slade” 
holds a second at the Denham. 
Top newcomer is “Back To God’s 
Country,” good at the Paramount. 
“‘How to Marry Millionaire’ moves 
out of the Denver after four days 
of third week, but goes on move- 
over to the Esquire. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)—“Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $7,500. Stays. Last week, 
$10,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—‘“‘Jack Slade” (AA). Fair $7,000, 
and holding. Last week, “Flight 
To Tangier” (Par), same. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; $1)—‘How 
Marry Millionaire” (20th) (3d wk- 
4 days). Fairish $6,000, and moves 
to Esquire. Last week, $17,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; $1.20-$1.50) 
—‘The Robe” (20th) (3rd _ wk). 
After six weeks at the Denver. 
Okay $2,000 in 4 days. Last week, 
$4,000. . 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
“Appointment in Honduras” (RKO) 
and “Twin Troubles’ (Indie). Mod- 
est $10,000. Last week, “All Broth- 
ers Valiant” (M-G) and “Mexican 
Manhunt” (AA), (2d wk), $6,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 50- 
85)—“Back To God's Country” (U) 
and “Yank in R.A.F.” (20th) (re- 
issue). Good $12,000 or near. Last 
week, “Tumbleweed” (U) = and 
“Captain Scarface” (Indie), $12,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)— 
“Donovan’s’ Brain” (UA) and 
“Shark River” (UA). Fairish $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Sins of Jezebel’’ (Lip) 
and “Man from Cairo” (Lip), $5,- 
060. 

Vogue (Pike) (442; 60-90)—‘“Mr. 
Denning Drives North” (Indie). 
Mild $1,500. Last week, “Titfield 
Thunderbolt” (U) (2d wk), ditto. 

Webber (Bailey) (750; 50-85)— 
“Donovan's Brain” (UA) and 
“Shark River” (UA). Slow $1,500. 
Last week, “Sins of Jezebel” (Lip), 
$2,300. 


‘Ground Tops New 
Hub Pix, $19,500 


Boston, Dec. 15. 
The usual pre-Xmas slump has 
set in here with biz at majority of 
downtown spots below average. Of 





the new comers, “Take High 
Ground,” at Orpheum and State, 
shapes best but only fair take 


looms. “Jack Slade” at Paramount 
and Fenway is mildish. “The Robe” 
continues okay in 10th week at the 
Memorial but “How to Marry Mil- 
lionaire” in fifth week at the Met 
is skidding. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-$1.10)\— 
“Captain's Paradise” (UA) (4th 
wk). Fast $9,000 after $12,000 third 


week. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800; 
50-$1)—“‘Fanfan Tulip” (Lopert> 
and “Miranda” (Indie) (10th wk). 
Good $4.000 following $4,800 for 


Fake”’ (UA) (2d wk), $5,000. 
Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; 50- $1.- 
25)\—‘‘Martin Luther” (Indie) (7th 
wk). Fast $5,000 after $6,200 last 
week. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 85-$1.85) 
—"‘The Robe” (20th) (10th wk). 
(Continued on page 13) 


Despite a dearth of new bills, 
the heavy rains apd usual pre- 
Xmas_ influences, “Broadway is 
boasting several strong first-run 
situations this session. In fact, two 
new records were established, 
something seldom heard of for this 
time of the year. Peculiarly enough 
last Saturday (12) night’s heavy 
downpour failed to keep the day’s 
trade from being unusually big. 
But the early Monday (14) rainfall 
and threat of more or snow 
sloughed trade generally. End to 
newspaper strike late Tuesday (8) 
naturally was a plus factor. 


“Conauest of Mt. Everest’ es- 
tablished a new high of $19,000 in 
its first week at the Fine Arts. with 
crix apvraisal obviously helping. 
Pic did over .$10.000 Friday- 
through-Sunday (3 days) 
standing room at every show on 
Saturday. Reissue combo of “Pub- 
lic Enemy No. 1” and “Little 
Caesar” also set a new record for 
the holiday with a terrific $34,000 
in first week. It was the surprise 
of Broadway how these two oldies 
caught on at the outset, the $1.25 
and $1.80 scale, prevailing most of 
the day, making such big money 
possible. 

Third newcomer, ‘‘Annapurna,” 
is heading for big $9,000 ovening 
week at the Trans-Lux 60th Street. 
Launching of “Everest” a few days 
ahead of it naturally hurt since 


and had | 
|(WB) and vaude, was mild $16,000. 


B'way Holds Well Vs. Pre-Holiday 
Drift; ‘Everest’ 19G, ‘Caesar - Enemy 
34G, Love’ 1436, Hondo’ 476, Both 2d 


(14) soared to a mighty $34,000, 
sensational for season of year, and 
new house xgecorc. Jammed from 
start and charging $1.25 and $1.80 
much of time, this combo of gang- 
ster pix is baffling the showmen by 
the biz it is doing currently. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.80) 
—‘“Take High Ground” (M-G) (4th 
wk). This frame ending toda 
(Wed.) looks like $9,500, good, 
after $10,500 in third week. 

Normandie (Normandie Thea- 
tres) (592; 95-$1.80)—‘‘Little Fugi- 
tive” (Burstyn) (11th wk). The 10th 
round ended Monday (14) held at 
okay $5.500 after $5,800 for ninth 
week. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Man From Cairo” (Lip) and 
vaude. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Thunder Oyer Plains” 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.80) 
—‘“Hondo” (WB) (2d wk). First 
holdover session ending Friday 
(18) looks to hold at solid $47,000 
after $53,000 opening week. Set 
to hold a third round. Gala preem 
of “Eddie Cantor Story” ‘WB) the 
night of Dec. 23, with regular run 
likely to begin Dec. 25. 

Paris (Indie) (568; 90-$1.80)— 
“Captain’s Paradise’ (UA) (12th 
wk). The 11th stanza ended Sun- 
day (13) held with stout $10,000 
after $12,000 for 10th week. 

Rialto (Mage) (600; 50-98)— 





both are concerned « with 
mountain-climbing angle. 


the, 


“Striporama” (Indie) (11th wk). 
Present round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for good $5,000 


Real champion, which is cus-| after $4,800 in’10th week. Con- 
tomary for this time of the year, is tinues until after Xmas, according 
the Music Hall. With its impres-|to present plans. 
sive Christmas stageshow and| Rivoli (UAT) (2,092: 95-$2) 
“Easy to Love,” the Hall is climb-| “Little Boy Lost” (Par) (13th wk) 
ing to a great $143,000 in its sec-| The 12th week ended Monday (14) 
ond week, easilv beating opening} was okay $7,000 after $7,500 for 
round. Both Friday and Saturday | 11th frame. “Khyber Rifles” (20th) 
trade topped comparable days a opens with gala preem Dec. 22 
year ago. Rain hurt on several being fourth C’Scope pic to be re- 
weekdays but the long lines con-! jeased in N. Y. Regular run starts 
tinued until the final show last Sat- | Dec. 23. 
urday (12), rain or no rain. Radio City Music Hall (Rockefe)- 

“Hondo” continues to display lers) (6,200; 90-$2.40/\—‘“Easy tc 
unusual strength, with a sock $47,-| Love” (M-G) with annual Christ- 
000 likely in second stanza at the! mas stageshow including the “Na- 
Paramount. This wins it a third/ tivity” pageant (2d wk). Initia) 
week. Fifth sessions of “How to| holdover session ending today 
Marry Millionaire” held at smash | (Wed). is climbing to around $143.- 
$45,000 at State and Globe, where , 900, smash. Both last Friday ane 
still day-dating. mgr tee ee meee compara- 

“ * wound its record Die days of Christmas show run 3 
PR Fg a oe Fl 7 | year ago. First week was $138,000 
week, at the Roxy last night (Tues.) | ,, Roxy ‘Nat'l. Th.) (5.717; $1-$3'— 
with fine $33,000. “Beneath 12-| “Beneath 12-Mile Reef” (20th) 
Mile Reef” another C’Scope pic, is | Big preem of this third Cinema. 
being launched with a gala preem | Scope pic for N. Y. scheduled for 


- ( ) tonight (Wed.), with regular run 
a a ‘ime: Selina |starting tomorrow (Thurs.). In 
timates for eek |ahead, “Robe” (20th (13th wk-t 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) | days), wound up with okay $33.000 
—“Queen of Sheba” (Indie) (7th | making $1,639,000 for run. Both 
wk). Sixth stanza ended last night | length of run and coin grossed hit 


$8,000 in week ahead. Stays on 
with “The Bigamist” (Indie) com- 
ing in night of Dec. 24. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589: $1.80-$2.40) | 


wk). Seventh round ended last 
night (Tues.) was good $8,000 after 





year-end holidays. 


“Forbidden Stories” (Indie) 


—“Gilbert & Sullivan” (UA) (8th | 


(Tues.) held with okay $7,500 after |mew high here, gross being big- 


| Sest for any film house. 

| State (Loew's) (3.450; 85-$1.80)— 
“Millionaire” (20th) (6th wk). Fiftk 
frame ended Monday (14) dipped tc 
nice $26,000 after $35,000 fo: 
fourth week. Stays on, this seconc 


| CinemaScope film to be released ir 
$7,500 in sixth week. Goes through | N. Y 

| year-end holidays 

Baronet (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50)— 
(5th 
wk). Fourth session ended Friday Fifth round ended Monday 


. now expected to run through 


Sutton (R&B) (561: 90-$1.50)— 
“Living Desert” (Disney) (6th wk) 
(14 


ninth. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Titfield Thunderbolt” (U) and 
“Passionate Sentry” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Big $4,000 after $5,000 for 
second. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373: 50-90)— 
“Jack Slade” (AA) and “Private 
Eyes” (AA). Fairish $4,000. Last | 
week. “Hondo” (WB) and “The 





Metro Producer-Director 


John Houseman 


footnotes some interesting 


Thoughts on a 10-Star 
Production 
i ae ” 
another byline feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 





wk). Strong $2,000. Last week, 
$2,500. 


was sturdy $11,500 after $13,800 for 


(11) held okay at $3,800 after | 
$4,200 in third. Holds on another | fourth week. Stays on indefinitely. 
week and a few days. | Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453: 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$2.20) | 90-$1.50) — “Annapurna” (Indie) 
“Eternity” (Col) (20th wk). The| Initial session ending Friday (18 
19th round ended last night (Tues.)| looks to reach big $9,000. Was 
was good $18,000 after $20,000 for | headed for great $10,000 until pre- 
18th week. Stays until “Sadie| Xmas conditions on weekdays 
Thompson” (Col) is launched with/ clipped it. In ahead, “Actress’ 
special midnight preview the night | (M-G) (8th wk-lldays), $4,500. 
of Dec. 23. Regular run starts Dec.| Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540 
24. The 18th week was $20,000. | 90-$1.50)—“‘Lili” (M-G) (41st wk). 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 85-$2.20) | The 40th week ended Monday (14) 
— “Cease Fire” (Par) (4th wk).) was fine $4,900 after $4,700 for 
Third frame ended last night | 39th round. Continues. 
(Tues.) was fine $17,000 after $22,-| Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
500 in second week. | $1.80\—“Man Between” (UA) (5th 
Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) | wk). Fourth stanza ended last night 
— Conquest of Mt. Everest” (UA) | Tues.) still was in chips with good 
(2d wk). First week ended yester-|$16000 after $18,000 for third 
|day (Tues.) soared to $19,000 or| week. Stays through year-end 
/over, new record here. In ahead. | holidays. : ; 
|““Decameron Nights” (RKO) (3d| Warner (Cinerama Prod.) (1,600 
wk-10 days), $6,500. Old record | ¢1.20-$3.60) — “Cinerama” Indie} 
here was held by “Cruel Sea” (U). | (28th wk). Current round ending 
py Up ae tg time of |tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
i. al. | fancy after $47,000 for 27th 
|" "Globe (Brandt) (1,500; $1-$1.80) | {20cy $48.00 after $47,000 for 27 
—‘“How Marry Millionaire” (20th) 
| (6th wk). Fifth round ended Mon- 
day (14) held in great shape at 
$19,000 after $20,000 for fourth 
| week. Stays on indef. Mercury, downtown art cinema, 
Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80)— | is closing its doors permanently 
| “Martin Luther” (Indie) (15th wk). | pec. 20. House has been leased by 
The 14th stanza ended last night | newey Michaels as a retail store. 
| creas. wee a Deen after $9,500 |TIrony of situation comes in fact 
“Holiday (Rose) (950: 95-$1.80)— | that closing which was contracted 
“Public Enemy No. 1” (WB) and last summer comes at time when 
“Little Caesar” (WB) (reissues) 12d) house has been doing peak busi- 








Doing Sock Biz, Becomes Store 
Buffalo, Dec. 15. 














| wk’. Initial round ended Monday | ness. 
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As Amended, Stanley Warner 
Might Enter Almost Any Business 





Proposed amendment to the cer- + 


tificate of incorporation of Stan- 
ley Warner Corp. to allow the the- 
atre chain to diversify its business 
interests provides for almost any 
and all conceivable commercial 
ventures. It ranges from the op- 
eration of hotels and resorts to the 
mining and/or exploration for oil, 
ores, metals and timber. 

Present certificate limits the 
company to activities in the enter- 
tainment field. The board of 
directors, it's noted in a proxy 
statement to. stockholders, feels 
that it is of the best interest of the 
company that its activities are 
broadcast “so that its income is 
not dependent upon one segment 
of industry.” 

Should the stockholders approve | 
a change in the corporation’s 
rules, it’s conceded that non-pro- 
ductive theatres could be torn 
down and converted into parking 
lots or commercial property could 
be built. 





Titles Never Right? 


How to title biographical 
films for acceptance both in 
the United Stges and abroad 
has Warner Bros. in a quan- 
dary. 

The bieg of Grace Moore 
was shown in the U. S. as “So 
This Is Love.” In England, it 
was changed to “The Grace 
Moore Story.” 

The upcoming film life of 
Eddie Cantor will be “The Ed- 
die Cantor Story” in the U. S. 
In England, it’ll be “Whoopee 
Kid.” 


KALMUS ELABORATES 
ON TECHNF’S PROBLEMS 


Special year-end dividend of 10c 








MORE RE: SHEA ACTION 
AGAINST TRUSTEES 


Despite some disagreement with 


ithe referee’s report on the action 


taken by Gerald Shea against Ed- 
mund C. Grainger and Edward C. 
Raftery in the matter of account- 
ing for their trusteeship of the 
Maurice A. Shea estate, the Ap- 
pellate Division of the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court, last week upheld the 
report of the referee, Jack Flynn. 
Latter had found against Shea and 
was later upheld by the Bronx 
County (N. Y.) Surrogate. 


The Court found that “there 
may be some transactions in the 
dealings between respondent 
Grainger and the estate corpora- 
tions which appellants may ques- 
tion, e.g. the bonus payments re- 
ceived by Grainger and the Shea 
Penn-Erie Amuse. Co. matter.” 
However, the decision added, the 
Shea Penn-Erie matter was outside 
ithe scope of the intermediate ac- 
count and the question of overpay- 
ments on Grainger’s bonus “‘can be 





asserted by the estate corporations 
|jindependently of an estate ac- 
' counting. These transactions do not 
|require or warrant vacating the 


Company, under the new | per share on the new $1 par com- | cettiement of the intermedi#ate ac- 


ruling, could build and operate de-| mon stock and 20c a share on the | count.” 


partment stores and supermarkets. ‘old no-par common stock was de- | 


“On the whole,” the decision 


Move, it’s figured, is based on | clared last week by the Techni- continued, “we must be mindful 


overall declining revenue from | 
theatre operation. Sale of the-| 
atres usually resorts in losses in} 
capital assets while the converting 
of theatres to other uses can pro-| 
vide a continuing source of im-| 
portant revenue. Officials of SW | 
note that “at this time there are 
no definite plans to engage in any 
particular type of new business.” 


ANTI-CODE CRACK 
REPUDIATED BY PAR 


Hellywood, Dec. 15. 

Statements attributed to Ru-, 
fus Blair, Paramount publicist, 
that the Breen office is easing its | 
Production Code restrictions be-' 
cause of the current Hollywood 
“depression,” were repudiated in 
no uncertain terms by Y. Frank 
Freeman, Par studio chief. Blair’s 
remarks, quoted in the Minneapo- 
lis Tribune. do not represent the 
studio’s official position, Freeman 
declared emphatically. 

Blair, according to the studio 
chief. denied over the telephone 
that he had made the comments | 
attributed to him. explaining that’ 
they were the result of a “misun- 
derstanding” by the Minneapolis 
columnist. He added: “If Blair had 
made such statements I, as chief 
executive in charge of the Para- 
mount studio. would completely re- 
pudiate them.” 

“Here at the Paramount studio,” 
Freeman continued, “we know of 
the fine job done by the Code Ad- 





ninistration under Joseph Breen. | 


We support the Code Administra- 
tion amd that will continue to be 
our position. I am sure that will 
be the position of Rufus Blair.” 


Col’s C’Scope Initialler 
To Be Grable’s ‘Pleasure’ 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 

Columbia’s first use of Cinema- 
Scope, under its multiple-picture 
deal with 20th-Fox. will be “The 
Pleasure Is All Mine,” starring 
Betty Grable. 

Picture goes into production Jan. 
5. with Jean Negulescu, on loanout 
from 20th-Fox, directing and Jack 
Cole handling the dance routines. 








‘Battle Cry’ and ‘Giant’ 
Scout New York Talent 


Warner Bros. talent diggers are 


amd December of 1953 


color board. It also declared the 
regular 25c a share divvy on the 
$1 par common stock and 50c¢ on 
the old stock. 


Techni prexy and general man- 
ager Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus pre- 
dicted a sharp decline in earnings 
for the last two months of 1953 
compared with earlier months. He 
attributed this to uncertainties 
brought about by the swing to 
widescre n and 3-D as well as to 
“the extended use by the produc- 
ers of relatively new types of color 
negative which has _necessitated 
the adoption of new procedures in 
our manufacturing process which 
have not yet become standardized.” 

He concluded on an optimistic 
note, stating that the low level of 
volume and profit for November 
“will not 
continue into the first quarter of 
1954.” This, he said, was due to 


the number of pix now in prepara-_ 


tion for Techni printing and “be- 


cause of the opinion of your com- | 


pany’s technical staff with respect 
to overcoming current difficulties 
in the plant.” 

Reference is to Techni’s current 
inability to process Eastman color 
negative used in CinemaScope 


films in its own dye-transfer im- | | 
_“M” at the end of the day of Mon- | 


bibition method. Lab ops believe 
Techni will lick this problem 
shortly. Meanwhile, 


Scope prints for 
Eastman positive. 
Long vs. Short Range 
Kalmus said the board, in de- 
|claring the special divvy, had con- 


20th-Fox on 


sidered both the long-term licens- | 


ing of De Luxe Laboratories in 
N. Y. to process films in the Tech- 
/nicolor method, and RCA’s recent 
| demonstrations of electronic pho- 
tography. “The directors believe 
that the short range consequence 
of these developments will not ma- 
terially affect your company but 
that in the long range they should 


| portance.” Kalmus had stated 
earlier that Techni was ‘“‘necessar- 
ily in the midst of these long range 
developments.” 





‘Knights’ Wins Unlimited 


Run Right for Loop 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

| An order was entered in Chicago 
'Federal District Court last week 
‘granting an unlimited run to 
'Metro’s first CinemaScope release, 
i*Knights of the Round Table.” 


it’s turning | 
out a limited number of Cinema- 


'of the fact that the Shea family 
| was intimately associated with the 
_ business ... and that their lack 
| of objections to the intermediate 
;account at the time cannot be dis- 
‘regarded as an ignorant or inno- 


i'cent default. They knew enough or 


|had the information readily avail- 


| able to raise most of the questions 
_than which they raise now.” 


High Court to 0.0. 





‘La Ronde’ and ‘MW 
Washington, Dec. 15. 


The United States Supreme 





i Court plans to view two censored 


| films to help in its decision regard- 
ing legality 
jthem. The two features will be 
shown on portable equipment in 
| the high court’s conference room. 
Pix are “M.” barred by the Ohio 
'censors; and “La Ronde,” barred in 
/New York. The high court will 
hear argument on the two cases in 
, the week of Jan. 4. probably reach- 
|ing the case on the afternoon of 
Jan. 5 or morning of Jan. 6. 
| Court decided that it would view 


|day, Jan. 4, and “La Ronde” at 
‘the conclusion of the court the 
next day. 

“La Ronde,” a series of interlock- 
ing love affairs, has been shown in 
most states but was barred in New 

| York as immoral. “M,” also okayed 
in most states, was thrown out by 
the Ohio censors because of the 
{theme in which a demented man 
| kilis small girls. 


YONKERS LATEST IN 
ANTITRUST ACTION 


Two Yonkers, N. Y., theatre out- 








; suit in N. Y. Federal Court yester- 
iday (Tues.) against Harry Brandt, 
;seven major distribs, and 14 sep- 
|; arate theatre corporations, asking 
a total of $562,000 in damages. 

| Plaintiffs are the Vilastor Kent 
| Theatre and the Bur-Don Theatre 
|Corp., operator of the Terrace 
| Theatre, Vilastor is asking $67,500 


-and Bur-Don $495,000. Complaint | 


|charges that the defendant dis- 
|tributors discriminated against the 
| plaintiffs in first-run and other 
iruns in favor of affiliated and 
| large circuits. Suit seeks to enjoin 


combing the New York market for | Film seems bound for the B&K|the defendants from allocating its 
performers for roles in the two of | State-Lake Theatre upon termina- first-run pix exclusively to the 
the studio’s big upcoming pictures. tion of “Robe” there in view of the | RKO and Loew chains. It also asks 
Films involved are “Battle Cry,” | fact that Metro continued to seek | for an injunction to restrain the 


based on the novel by Leon Uris 
ard “Giant,” from Edna Ferber'’s 
book. 

While WB will release “Giant,” it 
will be directed and produced by 
George Stevens in association with 
Henry Ginsberg, who arrived in 
New York last week for prelimi- 
nary confabs and is also actively 
engaged in scouting talent. 


“Battle Cry,” set for the Cinema- | that get special court permission | downtown Detroit, will 


Scope treatment, is a Warner stu- 
dio production. 


William Orr, a! 


(‘unlimited run_ privileges after 
| Judge Michael Igoe earlier ruled 
the pic could not day-and-date 
with “Robe” at B&K mainstem- 
mers. Lifting time limitations at 
‘two B&K houses at once would 
|; have all but negated the Jackson 
Park decree. 

|; JP binds B&K houses to two- 
week first runs except with pix 


‘for longer tenures. 
While Metro's first intention was 


| defendants from combining and 
| conspiring in the exhibition of 
| first-run pix in the Yonkers area. 
Plaintiffs also alleged they were 
compelled to play pictures on arbi- 
trary dates. 








Detroit Arter 

Detroit, Dec. 15. 
Cinema Theatre, 453-seater in 
be re- 
| opened New Year's Day as an ar- 
| tery by the A & W Theatres. House 


Reopen 


studio executive, has arrived in'to get the earliest possible debut was closed and sold a year ago last 


N. Y. to interview talent and super- 
vise screen tests for several of the 
leading roles. Picture will depict 
the éxploit’ of {ie U! S. Marines. 


‘date for “Knights” here, it’s 
ietty apparent that the distrib 
will have to wait until “Robe” is 


| milked. 


| April. 


| Main arter in Detroit is the 


1,500-seat.Krim which is located in 
' Detroit's north-central area, 


of the ban against | 


U's $45,000,000 Production Outlay 





First Quarter of 1954 Allocated $1,500,000 for 
Advertising Support 





‘Prize-Winning’ Critics 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
More than 300 film reviews, 
. written by magazine and 
newspaper critics, have been 
entered in the Screen Direc- 
tors Guild’s first annual 
Critic’s Award, contest. 
Winning critte wi] be hand- 
ed the award as guest of honor 
at the Guild’s annual dinner 
Jan, 24. 


PUBLICISTS REPEAT 
JOINT BARGAIN PLEA 


Homeoffice pub-ad staffers, rep- 
resented by the Screen Publicists 
Guild, have requested the film 
companies to reconsider their nix 
on taking part in industry-wide 
negotiations for new _ contracts. 
Companies involved are Warner 
Bros., 20th-Fox, Universal, Colum- 
bia and Universal. Metro pub-ad 
staffers are unaffiliated, Para- 
mount’s are connected with the 
Motion Picture Homeoffice Em- 
ployees Union (IATSE) and RKO’s 
are members of the Sign, Pictorial 
and Display Union, AFL. 


Letter to the SPG companies 
went out this week, and the union 
is currently awaiting a _ reply. 
Meanwhile, the SPG has requested 
WB and Col to set a date for the 
;opening of pact talks. Two-year 
| pacts of both companies with the 
'SPG expire in February, but un- 
| der National Labor’ Relations 
; Board regulations negotiations can 
be started within a 60-day period 
| prior to the expiration date. 

aalks have already commenced 
with United Artists. Union held 
an exploratory session with UA 
veepee Max Youngstein and is 
hopeful of setting up another date 
before Christmas. U’s current pact 
expires in March and 20th’s in 
April. 


Plaza in Reading, Pa., 
Revives 10-25c Scale 


Reading, Dec. 15. 

Reversing the trend of small 
houses closing, the Plaza Theatre 
opened with a new low price policy 
of 10c for children and 25c for old- 
sters. Walter S. Finch Jr. is man- 
ager of the double feature house 
j and in ads inserted in local papers 
he stressed he was returning fam- 
ily prices for theatre-goers which 
(his father, W. S. Finch, brought 
,to the Rajah Theatre many years 
ago. The only other ,competing 
downtown second run house is the 
Park, which has prices of 15¢c and 
40c. 

Plaza in recent years had op- 
|;erated with weekly  burlesaue 
shows and a few sex pictures. No 
| strip shows were booked this year 
'except Thanksgiving eve as the 
owners of the building wanted to 
|raise the reputation of the prop- 
; erty. 
| 























be of considerable favorable im- | fits filed a treble damage antitrust | Exhib Invites Oldsters 


To ‘Just Sign and Enter’ 
Huntington, W. Va., Dec. 15. 

In an effort to recapture part of 
film biz’s lost audience, the Palace 
Theatre here is offering free ad- 
mission for a whole week to per- 
isons 65 years of age and older. 
Offer is being made via special ads 
in the local newspapers. 

“Thank God For The Older 
Folks .. .,” a two-column ad head- 
lines. The copy reads: America 
has too long regarded our older 
people as a liability and a prob- 
| lem. Social security is a help... 
But that’s not.the complete answer. 
Any crisis in our economy or poli- 
tics invariably seeks an older per- 
|}son, rich in wisdom and experi- 
;}ence, coming to our rescue. 

“We've decided to do something 
about it and really show our ap- 

preciation. 27 years ago the Palace 
| Theatre was born... A customer 
_then 38 years of age is now 65. 

| “To each and every one of these 
/ wonderful, loyal fans and friends 
| we extend the courtesy of the Pal- 
/;ace next week. You're going to be 
our guest—yes and your wife. 
We have made arrangements with 
‘the senior citizens of Huntington’ 
who will act. as our official hosts. 
‘Just sign the register and 








Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Universal-International’s produc- 
tion budget for 1954 will exceed 
any previous annual budget on that 
lot by several millions. That is 
what Edward Muhl, production 
chief, told the delegates at the 
company’s annual sales convention. 
While no amount was specified it 
is estimated that the UI program 
of 34 features will represent an 
outlay of approxmiately $45. 
000,000. 

Two pictures on the 1954 sched- 
ule are definitely set for Cinema- 
Scope; and others may follow. 
“Careful consideration,” Muhl 
said, “will be given to the suitabil- 
ity of the contents of each picture 
for possible filming in this ana- 
marphic process.” 

David A. Lipton, ad-pub chief, 
declared that an advertising budg- 
et of $1,500,000 had been allocated 
for the first four months of 1954, 
aft all-time quarterly high for the 
company. 

He added that $600,000 will be 
spent in daily newspapers, $400,000 
in national magazines and $500,000 
will be divided among trade papers, 
radio and television. 

“Charles J. Feldman Annual 
Sales Drive” has been skedded by 
Universal to start Jan. 3 and run 
through May 2, according to Alfred 
E. Daff, U exec v.p., who said 12 
U pix—to be known as U’s “Golden 
Dozen,” will be released in that 
period. Of the 12, nine are in 
Technicolor and two in 3-D. 

Weeklong U sales meet broke 
up here late last week. While 
Charles Feldman, U general sales 
manager, and Americo Aboaf, for- 
eign sales manager, headed for 
N. Y., Daff is staying at the studio 
until after the Christmas holidays, 


DEBATE ARBITRATION, 
BUT NOTHING HAPPENS 


_ Film companies favor a resump- 
tion of talks on arbitration even 
without the Pagficipation of Allied 
States. 

Arbitration was the main item 
on the agenda of a sales managers 
meet at the Paramount boardroom 
in N. Y. Monday (14). There was 
extensive discussion of the pros 
and cons of a Theatre Owners of 
America resolution urging a re- 
vival of arbitration talks. No ac- 
tion was taken since three of the 
sales toppers sent alternates and 
another three didn’t attend even 
by proxy. 

Charles Feldman, Universal v.p. 
and general sales manager as head 
of the sales managers commttee, 
will call another powwow after the 
first of the year. Delay will give 
the companies a further chance to 
clarify their own thinking on the 
subject. 

Allied has indicated that it will 
be no part of an arbitration sys- 
tem that doesn’t include arbitra- 
tion of film rentals. Distribs have 
been firm in their position that 
they cannot make such a conces- 
sion. 


Pickus, Film Man, Is 
Shakespeare Chairman 


Theatre Owners of America vee- 
pee Albert M. Pickus, owner of the 
Stratford Theatre, Stratford, 
Conn., has been named chairman 
of the Siratford Shakespeare Com- 
mittee. Aim of group is the estab- 
lishment of the American Shakes- 
peare Festival Theatre and Acad- 
emy in Stratford. Mary Hunter, 
with headquarters at the Theatre 
Guild in N. Y., is executive direc- 
tor. 

Plans are being made to erect 
the theatre on a six-acre tract of 
the Boothe Memorial Park. Pro)- 
ect will include the presentation of 
four Shakespeare plays each sum- 
mer and operation of a school to 
train American actors in the intri- 
cacies of the Bard’s rhetoric. 


Boys Will Be Stinkers 
Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 
At Devils Lake, N.D., youngsters 
with rfibber band snappers shot 
enough bobby pins and clips at the 
Lake Theatre's screen to ruin it. _ 
Manager Gordon Jacobson fl- 
nally called the police after the 














offenders refused to heed his pleas 
to desist. A 15-year old boy was 


walk | arrested. 
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Exhib, Screen Mfgrs.’ Pressure Forces 
20th to Relax Screen Restrictions: 


Believe Policy Now Is Washed Up 








How small is small and how nar-+ 


row is narrow? 

That's the question exhibs were 
asking themselves last week in the 
wake of 20th-Fox’s announcement 
that it was dropping its restrictions 
on screens for CinemaScope show- 
ings in narrow and small theatres. 

While expressing themselves as 
gratified over 20th’s decision to 
pull a switch on its screen policy, 
theatre ops at the same time were 
flooding the distrib with queries 
as to the actual meaning of its 
move. “It’s a little like trying to 
figure out how many trees make a 
forest,” was one comment. 

ecision to relax the policy re 
a came in a cable from 20th 


AUTHOR WON’T TAKE NO 


Myra Wiren Still Suing on “Death 
Takes Holiday” 








Washington, Dec. 15. 


volving Paramount and “Death 
Dec. 8 with the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Action, brought by Myra 
Page Wiren, charges that Par used 
her work, ‘‘Most,” as the basis for 
“Death.” 

Two prior Washington courts in 
the past have nixed Miss Wiren's 
claim in which she charges Par 
knowingly pirated her work. 

Back in 1933, Miss Wiren was 





prexy Spyros P. Skouras in Paris. 
He saic 
of the country 
2(th-approve a 
Astrolite screens and added: “As 


| 
to the larger and first-run hou8es | 


of which nearly all have been 
equipped with either Miracle Mir- 
ror or Astrojite screens we must 
continue to insist that they use a 
screen providing equivalent results 
for our CinemaScope productions. 

“We ... have determined that 
henceforth we will leave to the ex- 
hibitors in the case of the narrow 
and small theatre to choose what- 
ever make or type of screen he de- 
sires to use.” 

Each on Own 


Asked how 20th proposed to de- | 


termine when a house might or 
might not fall into the “small and 
narrow” category, 20th assistant 
exec director of sales William C. 
Gehring said last week that each 
theatre would have to be consid- 
ered separately. He stressed that 
20th intended to enforce its screen 
dictum for all important first-runs 
where CinemaScope' pix are 
launched but conceded that it 
would be difficult in some cases 
to draw the line. 


It’s understood that 20th actual- 
ly isn’t sticking very closely to the 
“small and narrow” term in ap- 
proving CinemaScope bookings for 
houses that don’t have either of 
the two approved screens. Quite a 
few theatres, including some that 
by no stretch of the imagination 
could be called ‘small’ have al- 
ready had the green light, and 
indications are that 20th does not, 
in fact, expect to sell a great many 
more of its screens, 


Exhibs point out that Skouras, in 
stating that 1,800 theatres are by 
now equipped—the figure strikes 
some observers as quite high— 
covered practically all of the 
houses that go in for an extended 
run policy. They comment further 
that the rank and file of exhibition 
has so far stood aloof from buying 
the more expensive 20th screens. 
One circuit exee indicated that the 
seams in the Miracle Mirror and 
Astrolite surfaces detracted from 
their value and that it was dif- 
ficult to get perfect screens of 
either make, 

According to Gehring, 20th will 
continue to make available both 
types of screen, particularly with 
an eye for export. He also said 
that the 20th decision didn't really 
represent a reversal in policy since 
<0th exees so far had been con- 
cerned only with the first-runs and 
hadn't looked to the day when 
both “The Robe” and “How to Mar- 
ry a Millionaire” would percolate 
Gown to other houses. 


It’s no secret at 20th that the 
exhibs’ repeated’ reference to the 
antitrust laws has had a bearing 
on the company’s decision to give 
in On the screens. Distrib has had 
numerous threats of court action 
from exhibs determined to play 
CinemaScope films with a screen 
Of their own choosing. €creen man- 
ulacturers also have made it clear 


—_ they wouldn't stand much 
anger for being pushed out of the 
‘eld. The Miracle Mimeor and 
Astrolite screens are appreciably 
“ore expensive than ordinary 
Screens, 


_,“ehring- explained that he had 
" ended various tests of Walker 
9 Rathone screen’ in Cinema- 
ley oe projection and that the qual- 
rn of the reproduction depended 
m rely on the size of the house. 
“ol made by 20th technicians is 

}<3 


i that approximately 1,800, 
’s larger houses had | rt 
by now been equipped with the | was dismissed. Fifteen years later, 


d Miracle Mirror or, 


Li 


involved in a similar action against 
Shubert Theatres Corp. It, too, 


the Shubert case was retried, with 
| the same results, when she claimed 


_tion proved that his decision re- 
quired reappraisal. 


Kids Down Front (Natch) 
When Theatre Caves In; 





Vicksburg, Miss., Dec. 15. 

Three youngsters were killed and 
22 other children injured when 
;caught in a screeching tornado 
which literally ripped the Saenger 
Theatre to shreds here. Children 
were watching Par’s “Botany Bay,” 
in the 700-seat house, heart of this 
river town of 28,000 people. 


Tornado roared into this city at 
5:35 p.m. on Saturday (6) and 
“shaved” the big roof off the the- 
atre. In falling, roof ripped part 
of the balcony at the same time. 
There were 73 persons in the house 
at the time—34 of them children, 


manager. 
it) and got full brunt of the debris. 
at $25,000,000. 


BANK OBTAINS TITLE 
TO TEN U RELEASES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
Bank of America has 
awarded full title ta,10 indie films, 
in addition to cash judgments 
amounting to $1,584,082, by Judge 
William C. Mathes in Federal 
Court. Four of the pictures with- 
out financial judgments were “The 
Senator Was Indiscreet,” “Mr. Pea- 
body and the Mermaid,” “Casbah” 
and ‘‘Countess of Monte Cristo.” 





were: “The Magnificent 


Moment, $370,884 
an,” $108,044 and $21,498: “A Dou- 
ble Life,”’ $45,157 and $16,227, 
“One Touch of Venus,” $234,057 
and $35,871. All the films were re- 
leased by Universal. 


Nord Agents Polaroid 








} 
;}and distribs of, a new system ot 
| single-strip projection, has been 
i/named an additional distributor of 
| Polaroid 3-D viewers. Nord also 
has a similar arrangement with 
Magic Viewer and 


this association. 

| Nord also revealed a ‘“pay-as- 
| you-go” plan which will permit 
|exhibs to acquire without cash in- 
vestment, the Nord projection 
;equipment which makes possible 
ithe showing of 3-D pix with a 
single strip of standard 35m film. 
| Deal involves the purchase of cer- 
tain quantities of viewers. 


that the problem of light distribu- 
tion over the entire wide screen 
becomes a problem only in the 
larger houses. Some of the latter 
run into a situation where, because 
| of their stage, they use a screen 
smaller than what they could use 
under ordinary. circumstances, 

dey 39 { rs 





bits ’ { 


| 


Takes a Holiday” was filed here | 


that tue Judge's criminal convic- | 


| 





Appeal in a plagiarism suit in-* 


| 


| 
i 
j 





Veteran Exhibitor 


Samuel Rinzler 
(Randforce Theatres) 
is of the opinion that 


we 
Fewer Productions 
Don’t Insure ‘Better’ 
Pix 
e* * - 
one of the many editorial 
features in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY ~ | 


DUE SOON 


Get Lost, Mayor 
Tells 17-Dame 
Review Board 


Birmingham, Dec. 15. 

















Public Safety Commissioner- 
elect Robert Lindbergh has abol- 
ished this city’s five-month-old 
Motion Picture Review Board set 
up by his predecessor as the re- 
sult of a public clamor over cen- 


Is Blue” by the Police Chief. 





3 Killed, 22 Injured 


according to Mrs. Gladys Perkins, | 
Most of the youngsters | 
were in front row seats. (their hab- | 


Total damages to town estimated | 


been. 


Others involving cash judgments | tribution 


The Nord Corp., manufacturers | 


will continue | 


the chairman, Mrs. Mervyn Sterne 
and her 17 female and one male 


| board members, that the review | 


board was being dissolved because 
it smacked of censorship. 


tion with a city attorney and only 
when a film violated a city ordi- 
nance. (‘Some of the decisions in 


arbitrary.) 

Exhibitors are going to have to 
notify the Police Department of 
all film showings, an order set up 
by the Review Board which never 
acted on a single film. 

The Board viewed the film 
“Pinky” at the request of a Negro 
theatre chain to see if it could be 
shown in this city for the first 
time. It has been shown in neigh- 
boring areas. However, the board 
hadn't made a decision at the time 
of the abolition 

One of the chief factors aiding 
in the abolishment was constant 
editorial criticism of film censor- 
ship by the Birmingham News. 

A former Police Chief had ad- 
vised exhibitors not te show 
“Pinky.” 











“ANDY SMITH, JR. INTO 
| CHEEVER COWDIN SPOT 


Washington, Dec. 7. 
Andrew W. Smith Jr., film dis- 
vet, is taking over as 


Doll,” | chief of the picture section of the 
$88,355 principal and $45,816 in-| U. S. Information Agency. 
terest; “Secret Beyond the Door,” | places J. Cheever Cowdin who re- 
$500,152 and $65,106; “The Last | signed two months ago. 

and $52.915; | 
“Letter From an Unknown Wom paring and distributing documen- 


He re- 


Smith will be in charge of pre- 


taries put out by the = agency 


and abroad. He has expressed a desire 


to work in close cooperation with 
the industry. 

| According to Theodor Streibert 
| Information Agency topper, Cecil 
|B. DeMille will continue as his 
consultant on motion picture mat- 
liters. Smith has been in distribution 
for 35 years. His last position was 
las v.p. and general sales manager 
of 20th-Fox. Prior to that he held 
fexec positions with RKO = and 
| United Artists. 


dney Buys Makes It 
12 for M-G in Australia 
Sydney, Dec. 15. 

Metro has acquired a sixth the- 
|atre in Sydney, bringing the total 
of the company’s Australian chain 
to 12 houses. New theatre, the 
Crow's Nest, begins operations un- 
der Metro Thursday (17). 


Sy 


on a first-run basis day-and-dating 
with the St. James in the city’s 
center and with Metro's suburban 
houses — the Bondi, Manly and 
King’s Cross. 

House is being completely reno- 
vated, including the installation of 
la new panoramic screen, 
P if 734 7) ty 





»7 ) 


, to 


soring of a scene from “The Moon. 


Lindbergh, an attorney, notified | 


Theatres Elated, See Wedge Driven 


_ Between Different CinemaScope 
Policies of Distrib Companies 





CHOICE OF MOUNTAINS 


Jam Conti 





nues in New York City 
Art Situations 





Tight booking situation in N. Y. 
arties last week saw “The Conquest 
of Everest” beating “Annapurna” 
the punch .as_ the former 
preemed at the Fine Arts Thea- 
tre. “Annapurna” followed three 
days later at the Trans-Lux 60th 
St. Theatre. 

Both pix are in color and have 
mountain-climbing as their theme 





| tion, “Conquest of Everest” being 
strictly a documentary while “An- 
napurna” is based on Maurice 
Herzog's bestseller. 
| “Annapurna,” released by May- 
| er-Kingsley, should have had the 
green light first. Since Trans-Lux 
owns the film, it was slotted orizgi- 
nally for the Trans-Lux 52nd St. 
Theatre. House got bottied up wiih 
: “Lili,” so after a long wait, “An- 
napurna” was slated to follow “The 
Actress” into the 60th St. berth. 
“Everest” pic, a United Artists 
release, was rushed into the Fine 
| Arts when “Decameron Nights” did 
a mild flopperoo there. Crix greet- 
ed it with standout reviews, giving 
it a slight initial edge over “An- 
napurna.” 





. 
jing 20th-Fox to drop the require- 
|; ment 


even though they differ in execu- ; 
| 


Elated over their victory in forc- 


that only 20th-approved 
screens would be permitted for 
CinemaScope pictures, exhibs are 
stepping up their efforts to induce 
20th to eliminate stereophonic 
sound as a “must” for C’Scope 
product. Exhib leaders, who have 
been asked to submit a plan for 
the testing of stereo versus one- 
track sound, have delayed submit- 
ting a formula in the hope that 
20th would drop the sound stipula- 
tion voluntarily. 


Technique being «pplied by ex- 
hibs, although no one would ad- 
mit it openly, is to drive a wedge 
between 20th and the other com- 
panies with upcoming Cinema- 
Scope product. Verbal pressure, 
via numerous confabs between ex- 
hib leaders and sales managers. is 
being applied. Exhibs secretly feel 
they have achieved a victory on 
the sound question, although 
neither Metro sales chief Charles 
Reagan nor WB distribution topper 
Ben Kalmenson have officially 
made known the policies of their 
companies relating to stereo sound 
on C’Scope pictures. Indications 
are, however, that both M-G and 


WB .will make directional sound 
optional, leaving the decision to 
each individual theatre owner. 


Once this policy is officially deter- 
mined, exhibs feel that 20th will 
have no choice but to follow suit. 



















































































































































































Any censoring that is to be done, | 


Lindbergh said, would be done by | 
the Police Director in collabora- | 


the past by Police Chiefs had been | 


It will play four sessions daily | 


Ordinary Dimensions 
Exhib thinking even goes be- 
| yond the question of sound. There 

are many who believe that 20th 
and other C’Scope producers will 
also make the widescreen films 
available in ordinary dimensions 
shortly. It’s indicated that the film 
coimpanies cannot ignore the tre- 
mendous potential of drive-in the- 
atres and cannot afford to shut out 
this source of revenue. Feeling is 
that once the drive-in season opens 
20ih and other C’Scope companies 
will revise their C’Scope policies. 
This. it’s noted. will even extend 
to the smaller conventiona! houses 
which cannot afford or which do 
not choose to instal] equipment for 
the new dimension era. These 
houses plus the ozoners, it’s em- 
phasized, still represent a potent 
coin source. 

Exhibs do not dispute the tre- 
mendous grosses being chaiked up 
by 20th for “The Robe” and “How 
to Marry a Millionaire” in a limi- 
ted number of engagements. Point 

made, however, that once the 
CinemaScope process becomes com- 
monplace each picture 
have to sell itself with 
from “novelty”. And. at 
it’s stressed, 20th wil! 
Many outiets as possible 

Gratified Anticipation 
dicative of exhibitor reaction 

20th’'s announcement its 


Conn. Chateau County 
Partial to British 
-But Bridgeport Ducks 


Bridgeport, Dec. 15. 

Bridgeport downtown houses and 
nabes generally bear out J. Arthur 
Kank exec John Davis’ plaint 
iabout the cold U.S. treatment of 
“A Queen Is Crowned” and other 
British product, but the story is 
definitely different in the subur- 
‘ban “Chateau” area of Fairfield 
County. 

“Queen” died at Majestic. Loew- 
Poli main-stemmer, and later at 
Art Cinema, Bridgeport art theatre 
On the other hand, at Fine Arts 
in Westport, the Rank coronation 
picture rang up $4.500 in a week. 
fast going for 700-seater. “Queen” 
aiso did well at Darien Theatre and 
New Canaan Playhouse, Prudentia! 
operations in the commuter sector 
«xs well as in Stamford. 

Normgn Bid#iek. manager of 
, Westport house. figures that in 
class spots, where there is a large 
Anglo-Saxon pull, “Queen” clicked. 

As for British film product in 
general, unless productions are 
rated world-beaters the Bridge- 
port downtown first-runs lay off 
One of the few recent exceptions 
was “Breaking the Sound Barrier,” 
which did well at the Beverly and 


as 


vill again 


In 


to of 


Hiway, Perakos operations. Alec dropping of the screen approval 
Guinness’ “Captain Paradise” is requirement is that of Allied 
also expected to get top bookings Siates Assn. In a statement is- 


sued by prexy Wilbur Snaper and 
;board chairman Abram F. Myvers, 
Allied said it was gratified bv 
20th’s move. but that it hoped “the 
company will now take the next 
] step and make stereoph 
sound optional.” 


in Bridgeport main stems. 


CLUB GALS PRAISE 
IMPORTS AND INDIES 





iOLiCa! oni 


c 


Washington, Dec. 15 Allied seeking an overall 
Imports and indie product do hands-off distrib poliev. further 
very well in the latest monthly ctated: “If all companies would 
“Cinema Guide” issued by the Gen- only announce that thev will re- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs jease CinemaScope pictures in 
which places the top two-star rat- whatever media the theatres are 
ing on only four films and gives one equipped to handle, it will con- 
star to six others tribute mightily to make 1954 the 
Two star winners were the year of recovery.” 
United Artists’ British import.” Allied. the statement notes. has 
“Gilbert and Sullivan”; “Joe Louis jong insisted that exhibs alone 
Story.” UA; “Kiss Me Kate.” Met- control operating policies of the 
ro, and indie “Little Fugitive.” theatres and “this principle 


nas 


Single stars went to Universal's peen vindicated bv the court: 


“Glass a and “Tumbleweed”; ee a ie 
“Calamity Jane.” WB; “Craz) 
Leen” Bepubticr “Murder te RANK WINS JUDGMENT 


dav,” a Mayer-Kingsleyv import, and 
“Young Caruso,” LF.E. import. 
Crowley Heads Boothmen 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 


FROM CAMERA FIRM 


Los Angeles, Dee. 15 
Bank of America was granted a@ 
default judgment of $20,328 in Su- 


| Wallace Crowley succeeded John perior Court against Camera Vi- 
Maynard as president of Moving sion Productions, Ine... Arthur 
| Picture Operators, Local 150, Lyons and Edward C. Fiynn. Case 


involved two promissory notes is- 
sued in 1952. 

Lyons organized Camera Vision 
to develop a new type of camera 
equipped to permit a director to 
get a frame by frame view of ev- 
ery scene betpre filming started, . 


, IATSE, in the annual election, with 
Charles Vencill named as secretary 
and Clyde Shuey as business agent 

| First job for the new administra- 
tion is to negotiate a new contract 
with independent exhibs. Present 

}pact expires next month, 
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Picture 
BOSTON 


(Continued from page 9) 
still in chips at $17,000 following 
$19,000 in ninth, 
Metropolitan (NET): (4,367; 80- 
1.25'—"Millionaire” (20th) (5th 
5; Trim $10,500 after $17,000 for 
fourth. ‘ 
(Loew’s) (3,000; 50-90) 
Por “High Ground” (M-G) and 
“Conquest of Cochise (Col). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, Kiss Me Kate 





2 


(M-G) and “China Venture” (Col) 
9 <), $13,500. 
(2d Smount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
_“Jack Slade” (AA) and “Private 
Fyes” ‘AA). Good $11,000. Last 
week, “Hondo” (WB) and “The 
Fake’ (UA) (2d wk), $11,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-90)— 
“Take High Ground’ (M-G) and 


“Conquest Cochise” (Col). Fair $7,- 


500. Last week, “Kiss Me Kate” 
(M-G) and “China Venture (Col), 
$7,000. 





‘SLADE’ OKAY $6,500, 
MPLS; ‘MARRY’ HOT 106 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

Usual pre-Christmas boxoffice 
slump is a beaut this time, and bot- 
tom has fallen out of grosses at 
most spots. Theatres are holding 
back much of stronger product ‘per 
usual for arrival of Xmas. One 
exception is the okay session being 
done by “Jack Slade” at the State. 
It’s third, final week for “How to 
Marry Millionaire” at Radio City, 
where it is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 65-85)— 
“Torch Song” (M-G) (2d wk). Puny 
$2,500. Last week, $3,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,600; 65-85)— 
“Escape from Ft. Bavro” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Slim $3,000. Last week, 
$4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 65-85) — 
“Blueprint Murder” (20th) and 


“Miss Robin Crusoe” (20th). Sad 
$3,000. Last week, “Botany Bay” 
(Par) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Millionaire’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, $12,000. 

_RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 65- 
85\—"Lion In Streets” (WB). Slow 
$6,000. Last week, “Appointment 
Honduras” (RKO) $5,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“War Paint” (UA) and “The Fake” 
(UA). Light $4,000. Last week, 
‘99 River Street” (UA) and “Heart 
Goes Crazy” (UA), $4,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 65-85)—“Jack 
Slade (AA) and “Black Fury” 
(WB). Okay $6,500. Last week, 

Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$4,500 at 85-$1. 


: World (Mann) (400; 55-$1.20)— 
Bellissima” 


B (Indie) split with 

r'rent’s Last Case” (Rep). Sad 
$1.200 in 4 days for former: oke 
$.300 for . 


“Case? Last week 
“Seven Deadly Sins” (Indi i 
Wk), $1,000 in 4 days. a 


‘Actress’ Lusty $7,000, 
Port; ‘Marry’ 136, 2d 


_ Portland, Ore., D 
Biz is down sharply at a 





_ Biz is most 
Tuns this stanza. Fact that eee 
are too many holdovers is not 
helping nor is the stormy weather. 
an ever, “The Actress” looms 
ine ind is best newcomer. Of 
seis, eden holdover is “Mil- 
aire,” sturdy taki 
Orpheum week, 7 eae 
Estimates for This Week 
g Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 85- 
ee, —"Gun Fury” (Col) and 
S00 nt, Venture” (Col). Oke $6.,- 
oem ‘aSt Week, “Kiss Me Kate” 


* ‘2d wk), $5,800. 

B ontury ;Foster-Breal) (800; 50- 
—~ "0e Louis Story” (UA) 

Wk). So-so $3,000. Last week, $4: 


200 
Guild (Foster) (400; $1)—"5,000 
peers (Col). Mild ‘$2,500. Last 
(UA) (2d wk), $1,- 


Week, “Melba” 
amrick) (1,875; 65-90) 


400 
Liberty (H 
(M-G) a 


onn** Act ress” 


} na “Ti - 
— ‘reissue), Fine $7,000. Test 
(Par Redheads from Seattle” 
$8 300° Gay Adventure” (UA), 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000: 
Oka. oy 2) The Robe” (m.o.). 
$3,500. Last week, $5,200. 
$1 rpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
(20th) 24 eee Millionaire” 
a eek, $16,500. ee 
0 Snmeuns (Port-Par) (3,400: 65- 
al ap, ack Slade” (AA) and “Roy- 
$6.50) 030 Rifles” (Indie). Dull 
sea past week, “Flight To Tan- 
(reissue we, Key Largo” (WB) 
ggunited Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
(Mc ‘scape From Ft. Bravo” 
wo. 4 wk). Fair $2,500. Last 


“4.900, 





ia 





Grosses 


‘Bad’ Good 96, Frisco; 
‘Nurse’ Fairish $13,000, 
‘Marry’ Brisk 236, 2d 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 
Cold spell, quite unusual for 
here, plus seasonal downbeat, is 
hurting first-run trade currently. 
None of newcomers is measuring 


up to its potential although “Bad 
for Each Other” is rated good at 
St. Francis. ‘“‘Donovan’s_ Brain” 


looms okay at Esquire. “How to 
Marry a Millionaire” continues 
bright in second round at the Fox. 
“Flight Nurse” is shaping fair at 
the Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


85)—‘‘Veils of Bagdad’ (U) and 
“Back to God’s Country” (U). Thin 
$7,000. Last week, “Appointment 
in Honduras” (RKO) and “Lousiana 
Territory” (RKO), $10,600. 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“How to -Marry a Millionaire” 
(20th) (2d wk). Bright $23,000 or 
near, Last week, $37,500. 


Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 
—‘“Escape From Ft. Brayo”’ (M-G). 
Fair $12,500. Last week, “Kiss Me 
Kate” (M-G) (3D) (2d wk), $12,000. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
“Flight Nurse” (Rep) and “Crazy- 
legs” (Rep). Fair $13,000 in 9-days. 
Last week, “Flight to Tangier’ 
(Par) and “Terror on a Train” 
(M-G), $12,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 85-$1)— 
“Bad for Each Other” (Col) and 
“Conquest of Cochise” (Col). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Bigamist” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (957: 65-85) 
—‘‘Donovan’s Brain” (UA) and 
“Man in Hiding” (UA). Okay $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘“‘Louis Story” (UA) 
and “The Fake” (UA) (2d wk), 
$5,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
65-95)—"Shark River’ (UA) and 
“Fort Algiers” (UA). Fair $7,000. 
Last week, “Gun Fury” (Col) (3D) 
and “Combat Squad” (Col), $9,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1-$1.50) 
—‘Decameron Nights” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Oke $2,300. Last week, $2,600. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘‘Fan- 
fan Tulip” (Indie) (12th wk). Fair 
$2,000. Last week, $2,700. 


$1.20)—‘“‘Cruel Sea” (U) (11th wk). 
Nice $2,600. Last week, same. “‘To- 
night at 8:30” (Indie) opens Dec. 21. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Magic Box” (Indie) (5th wk). Okay 
$2,100. Last week, $2,400. 


BALTO IN DOLDRUMS; 
‘HONDURAS’ OKAY 76 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 
Low grosses here this week re- 





expected to stay that way until 
the yearend holidays. With few 
exceptions to offbeat trade, ‘““Robe” 
in its eighth week at the New is 
still fair for a long runner. ‘“Ap- 
pointment In Honduras” was okay 
at the Hipp considering general 
situation. “How To Marry A Mil- 
lionaire” is holding nicely at the 
Town. “Diamond Queen” very 
light at the Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 


70)\—“Escape From Ft. Bravo” 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
$10,000 opener. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100; 
35-80)\—Closing tomorrow (Wed.) 
for installation of new screen. Re- 
opens Dec. 23 with “Kiss Me 
Kate” (M-G). In ahead, “Appoint- 
ment In Honduras’ (RKO), oke 
$7,000. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2,400; 35- 
80) “Fighter Attack” (Rep). 
Starts tomorrow (Wed.) after 
“Lady Wants Mink” (Rep) hit slow 
$4,000. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90) 
—‘Below The Sahara” (RKO). 
Starts tomorrow (Wed.) after “Top 
Hat” (RKO) (reissue) hit low $2,- 
800. In ahead, ‘Melba’ (UA), 
$3.000. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-70)— 
“Stand At Apache River’ (U). 
Limp $2,500. Last week, “Fort 
Algiers’ (U), $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 75-$1.50) 
—‘‘Robe” (20th) (8th wk). Still 
holding okay at $8,500, Last week, 


$11,000. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (420; 50- 
$1)—“Stalag 17” (Par) (10th wk). 
Nearing end of long run with nice 
$4,000. Last week, $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,200; .45-90) — 
“Diamond Queen” (WB). Drab 





(3d wk). 
1500 for 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- | 


Bridge (Sciiwarz-Reade) (399; $1- 


flect the seasonal trend and are, 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-| 
Dull $4,800 after | 


$5,500. Last week, “Hondo” (WB) | 
(2d wk), $8,000. 

Town (Rapport) (1,600; 50-$1.27 
—How Marry Millionaire’ (20th) 
Potent $13,000 after $18,- 
second. 


‘Redheads’ Fair $9,500, 


Omaha; ‘Honduras’ 5'4G 
Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Boxoffice pace is off sharply in 
most spots currently as downtown- 
ers get in their Xmas_ shopping. 
Best of four newcomers is “Red- 
heads From Seattle,” fair at Or- 
pheum. “Honduras” is modest at 
‘Brandeis while “Gun Fury” is dis- 
appointing at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)— 
“Appointment in Honduras” (RKO) 
and “Marry Me Again” (RKO). 
Medium $5,500. Last weck, 
“Hondo” (WB) and “Killer Ape” 
(Col) (2d wk), $6,500 at 75-$1 scale. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 50-76) 
—‘‘Vicki” (20th) and “Miss Robin 
Crusoe” (20th). Slow $5,500. Last 
week, “Vice Squad” (UA) and “The 
Fake” (UA), $6,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890; 65- 
85) — “Redheads From _ Seattle” 
(Par) and “Flight to Tangier” (Par). 
Good $9,500. Last week, “All 
Brothers Valiant” (M-G), $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (875; 50-80)— 
“Gun Fury” (Col) and “Prisoners 
of Casbah” (Col). Oke $4,000. 


| (2d wk), $4,500 at 65-90c scale. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 8) 


Staying for 10 days and should hit 
fairish $12,000 for extended stay. 
Last week, “Kiss Me Kate” (MG), 
'in 11 days, $24,000. 

| Squirrel Hili (SW) (900: 50-85:— 
|“Captain’s Paradise” (UA) (3d wk). 
| Alec Guinness still meat and pota- 
toes at this nabe arter and heading 
for fine $3,000 this stanza. Stays 
‘indef. Last week, $4,000. 


| Stanley (SW) (3,800; 
i “Steel Lady” (UA) and ‘“‘Thunder 
| Over Plains” (WB'. Looks dull $8.- 
'000. Last week, “Hondo” (WB) (2d 
| wk), $12,500. 

Warner (SW) (1.200; $1.30-$2.80) 
| —“Cinerama” (Indie’}. Great cam- 
;paign with widest newspuper cov- 
|erage for any entertainment in 
| years, along with great notices and 
|extravagant word-to-mouth, setting 
|this one up for long and profitable 
irun. Advance is heavy for after 








Last week, “Kiss Me Kate” (M-G) | 


‘Ohio Exhibs Fight Film Haulage Rate 
- Hikes; Truckers Hit By 


Less Business 





Price of Progress 

Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Fire engine horses, once 
plentiful cn the American 
scene, have vanished with the 
dodo and the dinosaur. That 
is what Howard Christie, pro- 
ducer of UI’s “Fireman Save 
My Child,” found out when he 
tried to line up three steeds 
trained to answer fire alarms. 
He had ‘to hire a trainer to 
spend three weeks teaching 





} 





ma-Scope. Allied’s 
| stand on arbitration was also sup-| 


itreatment” accorded Allied nation- | 
al counsel, Abram Myers, on the! 


50-85 '\— | 


the horses their new job. 


OHIO ALLIED AFFILIATE 
READIES FOR CONFAB 


Columbus, Dec. 15. 
Board of the Independent Thea- 











tr. Owners of Ohio, an affiliate of | 


Allied States, last week “endorsed” 
recent resolutions passed by the 
national body asking for considera- 
tion of small houses vis-a-vis Cine- 
all-or-nothing 


ported and the board additionally | 


expressed dismay at the “shabby 


matter of arbitration. 


Longruns in firstruns, 
necking of product also concerned 
the board which is planning a state 
membership convention at the 
Netherlands Plaza here Feb. 3-4. 

Other action of the board last 
week included validation of a con- 


itract for the trade assn. to act as 


| holidays, when run is expected to | 
| hit its stride. Right now, until pre- | 
Xmas dip’s over, everybody will be 


(content just to stay even. How- 
ever, it looks like soek $28,000 in 
| first week. 


‘SWG Going It Alone? 
— 


,the Authors Guild are natural al- 
lies living by royalty and sales 
| whereas screen, radio and tele- 
| vision writers tend to live by 
| weekly wages, or the equivalent 
, thereof. 

| Whether the Screen Writers 
| Guild would or would not “forgive 
'and forget” with respect to the 
|new “third force” in writer unions. 
the Television Writers of America. 
is a matter of speculation. In the 























Continued from page 3 


to TWA and proceeds in all mat- 
ters as if TWA did not exist. 
Actually the Authors League 
would probably not object to see- 
ing the Screen Writers Guild ex- 
panded to take in radio and tele- 
vision. If that eliminated both the 
Radio Writers Guild and TWA, 
many in the League would not be 
morose about it. There is much 
feeling among Dramatists and Au- 
thors membership that they could 
probably get along far better as 
friendly outsiders rather than as 
quarrelling relatives, as at present 





| 











Eric Johnston 


Continued from page 5 














make with American pictures 
apt to be unbalanced. 


is 


movies they export so that the 
American public sees only their 
very best efforts,” he opined. “We 
do not get to see a fair cross- 
section of their output. If all of 
us saw all foreign Pictures .. 
would take a higher view—a much 
higher view—of American skill -in 
making movies.” 
More on Critics 
In another reference to critics, 


ture of what it would be like if 
Detroit’s automobile industry or 


Hollywood by the press corps. 





way down deep in their hearts 
even our severest critics 
hate to see the motion picture dis- 
appear,” he commented. 


ministration will be Frank A. 
Soule, who returns to the Rep 
fold. He was with the company 
from its inception in 1935 until 
1942. Thereafter he was associated | 
with Eagle Lion and Pictorial 
' Films. 


east, the League is openly hostile. 


| 


sales agent for Box Office Tele-' 


vision, Inc.. and extension for one 


year of the contract of Robert’ 


Wile, the ITOO exec sec. 


New Rep Aides Divide 
Administration Chores 


Three executive assistants will 
handle various phases of Republic's 
N. Y. homeoffice sales operations 
under sales chief C. Bruce New- 
bery. 

John A. Aiexander will be in 
charge of contracts while Albert 
E. Schiller will head up branch 





operations. Overseeing general ad- | 





‘MOON’ OKAY IN ALBANY 





But Troy Papers Refuse Film's 
Advertising C -py 





Albany, Dec. 15. 
“The Moon Is Blue,” comedy 
with spiced-up dialog, opened to 
good patronage at the Strand here 


‘with no outward show of opposi- 


tion in Albany itself. The issue was 


sharply drawn by Catholic infiu- | 
ences in nearby Troy and the two! 


dailies there, Record and Times, 
refused to carry paid advertising 
for the film. 

However, the radio station, 
WTRY, was quite willing to broad- 


' cast spot announcements, 





Gala Preem for ‘Years’ 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
White House Correspondents 
is sponsoring an invitational gala 


/**premiere” of Samuel Goldwyn's 


| Lives’ 
“Europeans carefully select the! Z 


“The Best Years of Our 
at the RKO Keith Theatre 
here Feb. 3. Goldwyn is expected 


reissue, 


ito attend as are members of the 


| 


i screen. 
. we} 





White House, Government officials 
and diplomatic reps. 

Pic will be shown on a wide 
Robert J. Donovan of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, head of the 
Correspondents Assn., will play 
host. 


Chicago’s meatpacking biz were to , signed ! 
be subjected to the attention paid | pact with Universal-International 


would made 





e 
Johnston painted an imaginary pic- | Geo. Sherman Forms Indie 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


George Sherman, who recently | 


a non-exclusive director 


'calling for two pictures a year, has 


Nevertheless, he said, he didn’t | formed his own independent com- | 
mind the critics. “Altheugh they | pany with a program of one film 
won't come out and say so, I think ' annually. 


First will be “File 246,” to be 
in Rome next April with 
Shelley Winters, Van Heflin and 
Pedro Armendariz in top roles. 


bottle- | 


Columbus, Dec. 15. 


An attack by exhibitors against 
varying arbitrary excessive rates 
charged by film truckers in Ohio 
went into high gear this week as 
three protesting petitions were 
filed with the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio and the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission. 


Five film carriers operating out 
of Cleveland have asked for rate 
increases from the PUC and ICC. 
Exhibs, working through the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio 
office, have asked the commissions 
to suspend the applications of 
three of the trucking lines for rate 
increases pending an investigation 
and also requesting the carriers to 
justify their rate boosts. 

First petition, carrying the 
names of 64 exhibitors in the 
Cleveland area. was filed against 
Film Transit Co., P. L. Tanner, 
president, on Friday (11). Peti- 
|tions against E. S. Johnson and 
| Leonard Albrecht were filled Mon- 
|day (14). The other two carriers, 
|L. C. Gross and Larry Nuccio, are 
| asking only nomina)] rate increases, 





| according to an ITO official, and 
|exhibitors are not concerned with 
them. They are fighting mad, how- 
ever, over requested hikes of the 
| Other three, which in some cases 
'run as high as 200 per cent. 

According to an ITO official, it 
appears carriers are suffering from 
both a shortage of film and the 
reduced number of theatres. Rates 
'are being hiked in order that the 
carriers’ business stays at an even 
keel, thus penalizing the exhibitors 
who remain in business. 

Film Transit. for instance, has 
«generally based its rates on a flat 
charge for delivery of 40 or less 
reels per week with an extra 
charge for each reel over 40. Un- 
der the proposed changes, Transit 
|wants to base its charges on de- 
livery of 80 or less reels per week 
_and has doubled the present mini- 
mum. Since the trend has been for 
| fewer bill changes in theatres each 
week, there are no exhibs .n Film 
Transit’s area using 80 reels a 
week, although. if the rates are 
approved, the basic charge will] be 
for 80 reels. 

ITO office has requested the- 
atres serviced by Film Transit, 
E. S. Johnson and Leonard Al- 
brecht to send in their hauling 
bills for four weeks in November, 
these to be used in presenting the 
exhibitors’ case before the PUC. 

Meanwhile, Ohio exhibitors are 
| awaiting a report from the com- 
| mission examiner and a followup 
ruling in its case against the 
| Hntington Cincinnati Trucking 
Lines. The decision hinges on such 
| things as whether a feature pic- 
;ture shipped in two cans is one 
shipment or two. The carrier says 


it is two, the exhibitors say it is 
one shipment. A decision is ex- 
pected some time after Jan. 20. 





Buttonhole Congressmen 
Indianapolis, Dec. 15 
State exhibitors will reactivate 
their campaign to pledge congress- 
men for amusement tax repeal as 
result of steps taken at the Decem- 
ber meeting of the Allied Theatre 
Owners of Inciana board here 
Trueman Rembusch was ap- 
pointed chairman of the tax cam- 
paign committee. 
| 


65 C’Scopers 


pany did $8,000,000 biz with out- 
| Goor film houses last year and “we 
don't intend to throw that over our 
shoulders.” 

Robert Livingston, secretary of 
TOA, predicted that exhibs are 
going to set some tax relief during 
1954 but strong fight for such re- 
lief must be made at the forthcom- 




















Continued from page 





| ing session of Congress. 
Other speakers at the first ses- 
sion included Loren Cluster of 


Salem, I1.; Byron Blank, president 
of Central States Theatres, Des 
Moines; Edward Lachman. gen. 
sales mgr. for the Nord system of 
| 3-D, and George Murphy, MG\MI 
| player who also will speak at the 
iclosing dinner session 

Among others who will wind up 
ithe session are Elmer Rhoden Jr., 
lof Kansas City, and Mike Simons, 
public relations for MGM; Herman 
Levy, counsel of national TOA; 
Alfred Starr, chairman of the na- 
i tional TOA, 
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, Universal-International presents 

“WALKING MY BABY BACK HOME” 

starring DONALD O’CONNOR and JANET LEIGH 
with Buddy Hackett * Lori Nelson * Scat Man Crothers 


? Directed by Lloyd Bacon * Screenplay by Don McGuire and Oscar Brodney 
oe Co-Producer: Leonard Goldstein * Produced by Ted Richmond 
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Film Litigation Clogs Italo Courts; 
Demand Several Pix Be Impounded 


’% 


Rome, Dec. 8. + 





urt eases involving film pro- 
guctions recently took an upswing 
Latest company involved is 


here. 
i-DeLaurentiis, makers of 
canyseel™ the Kirk Douglas-Sil- 


; Mangano starrer. Local film- 
maker Sergio Schera has claimed 
prior deposit with the Society of 
Authors and Editors of a story 
titled, “Ulysses and Polyphemus 
from which an animated cartoon 
was made. Schera claims that 
“Ulysses,” if released, would dam- 
age his pic, and has asked court 
to impound it. Ponti-DeLaurentiis, 
through counsel, countered with 
claims to a 1949 title registration, 
and the fact vehicles in any case 
are so different that mutual inter- 
ests are not affected, 

The same producers meanwhile 
are fighting another case involving 
a film “Nazario Sauro,” semi-biog 
of an Italian hero. Sauro’s heirs 
claim distortion of acts, and also 
want the pic impounded. Both 
cases are up for judgment. , 

A precedent-setting and_ differ- 
ent type of case is that of Bomba- 
Zeus’ “The Bridge of Sighs,” di- 
rected by Leonviola. Latter has 
succeeded in getting the film im- 
pounded on the grounds that the 
producers have so tampered with 
the finished product, in an attempt 
to make it commercial, that the 
spirit of its conception has been 
altered. Granting of megger’s re- 
quest is considered important here. 

Still another action involves 
three original producers of a 
“Donne Proibite,” pic project 
since bought and completed by 
Giuseppe Amato (with Linda Dar- 


nell, Valentina Cortese). Dealing | 
with prostitution, the film was 
originally started with Tamara 


Lees, Eleonora Rossi Drago, and 
others. It soon ran into censor- 
ship troubles and was abandoned, 
until drastic script changes en- 
abled it to start again under an- 
other aegis. Two of the original 


backers, Angelo Morigo and Mario | 


Mirolo, were sued by the third, 
Hedy Colombo, who wanted his 
money back after the pic was 
abandoned. In court, Colombo lost 
his case, decision favoring others 
being based on grounds that non- 
completion of “Donne” wae solely 
caused by the censor’s ban, and 
thus independent of their free wil!. 


‘Wind’ Nears One-Year 
Mark in Vienna, Record 
For Any Pic in Austria 


Vienna, Dec. 8. 

P Within a few days (Dec. 18) 
‘Gone With Wind” (M-G) will cele- 
brate the first anni of its continu- 
ous two-a-day run here, breaking 
all previous records for b.o., total 
attendance and longrun for Austria. 
Previous high mark was held by 
‘Best Years of Our Lives” which 
racked up 25 weeks. 
plaved just two Vienna houses, 
both at advanced prices ($1 top), 
highest ever asked in this country, 
according to Wolfgang Wolf local 
Metro chief. 

_“Wind” opened at the 1,300-seat 
Gartenbau Kino, moving later to 
the Smaller Metro on a two-a-day 
sked necessitated by the picture's 
Breat length. The German synced 
version is used. In Vienna alone 
some § 


255,000 person i 
.rsons have paid a 
proximate i Im. 





In addition, the pic has scored lo- | 
— Sensational runs in Graz 
ae months); Linz (three months); 
oeOUrs (SIX weeks); and Klagen- 
furt (four 


Weeks). Surprisingly, 


» te . . e 
Russian authorities licensed it into | 


Polten, 


Bader Wiener Neustadt and 
%~ en 


= (latter is Russki headquar- 
= ‘ tor Austria) and “Wind” played 
po Weeks in each, and likely 
_— have gone longer. But the 
pr “ authorities didn’t like the idea 
t a Yank film notably outscoring 


eastern product and ordered the 
Pic yanked. 


Facet Buys 2d Pic Script 
London, Dec. 8. 

“ae , Productions (Paul Moss 
ic) ..!vian Cox), whose first Brit- 
»| tim, “Father Brown,” starring 
ried Guinness, came off the studio 
» .. ast Friday (4), has acquired 
by U4 Property to be made in a 
e"Ush studio, 

ee has bought Thelma Schnee’s 
Coo, Play, “Courageous Captain 





Facet 


“Wind” has | 


ly $45,000 to see the film. | 


W. German Film Trade 


Starts Export Union 
Frankfort, Dec. 8. 

After years of frustration and 
weeks of internal warfare, West 
German film’ producers and dis- 
tributors have formed the nucleus 
of what one day should become an 
organization like France’s Uni- 
france or Italy’s Unitalia. 


cided to headquarter here. 


The outfit will not try to sell 
individual pictures but will work 
on the foreign promotion of Ger- 
man filmmaking. Managing direc- 
tor is Dr. Guenter Schwarz. The 
board consists of top producers, 
exhibitors, and the few hard-trying 
German exporters who, thus far, 
were mostly limited to sales in 
neighboring European countries. 


Ask British Govt. 
To Help Telepix 


London, Dec. 15. 
The government is being urged 
to advance a $700,000 subsidy to 
the British Broadcasting Corp. to 
help finance a telepix program 





pete for screen time on Dominion 

and Commonwealth programs. 
Overseas broadcasting toppers 

of the BBC claim that American 








ready recovered their cost in their 


and are now preparing to invade 
the remainder of the Common- 
wealth. J. B. Clark, director of 
BBC external services, stated that 
unless something is done quickly 
American productions would domi- 
nate world TV as they dominate 
the world cinemas. 


The BBC is asking for the coin 


program “before it is too late.” 


BERGMAN AGAIN ‘JOAN’; 
THIS TIME AS NARRATOR 


Rome, Dec. 8. 

Ingrid Bergman once more as- 
sumed the role of Joan of Arc, but 
this time as a narrator for an or- 
ichestral piece, when she essayed 
ithe name part in Arthur Honeg- 
ger’s oratorio, “Joan of Are at the 
| Stake,” at the San Carlo Opera 
|Co., in Naples last week. Opening 











to enable it to speed a three-year | oa} American publisher and part- 


It is, 
called Export-Union and has de-| 


| 








UA‘s British Managing Director 
Monty C. Morton 


is of the opinion 


Something New Has 
Been Added—Hope 


* * * 
one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 











Finally Set Release Of 
Anti-American Film In 
Tokyo With Minor Cuts 


Tokyo, Dec. 8. 

Toho’s “Red Line Base,” the pic- 
ture dealing with U. S. military 
base problems here, once termed 
as “anti-Americanism at its worst,” 
will be released in Tokyo this 
week with only minor revisions. 
This was announced by Chief Pro- 
ducer Iwao Mori of Toho. 

Originally set for release in late 
September, the $50,000 film was 
shelved at the last minute when 


U. S. correspondents angrily de- | 


nounced it after a special preview. 


Mori said Toho had spent “a lot of | 


time and money” to modify the 
film. These include a_ preface 


| Which will state: “This picture is 


which will enable Britain to com-: 


| against anybody but has been pro- | 


never intended to serve as denun- | 


ciation of anybody or a protest 


iduced as a record which would 


telepix programs, which have al-' 


domestic :narket, are ousting Brit- ; 
ish films on Canadian TV screens, | 


provide fare for our own reflec- 
tion. It is designed to eliminate 
various misfortunes which 
place around a military base.” 

A few bars of the U. S. national 
anthem, originally heard 
title music and in the background 
of one scene have been eliminated. 
At more than 20 points. remarks 
by the protagonist of the film, com- 
paring Japan, full of U. S. bases 
with Red China, have been deleted. 


| All references to racial distinction 
i‘ have also been removed from the 


j 
} 
j 


; 


!such an idea 


| 


dialogue. The scene in which lo- 
time actor Bob Booth frolics with 
a prostie “has been’ shortened 
somewhat,” according to Mori. 

Mori denied that the _ entire 
“Red Line Base” furor was a 
shrewd bally stunt, saying that 
“was a gross over- 
estimation of the studio’s business 
acumen.” He concluded that the 
studio had not budged an inch 
from its original theme in the pic- 
ture. 


CHILE TO SEE ‘ROBE’ 





[pight was capacity despite « $25) TN BASEMENT THEATRE 


The role of Joan, and that of 
| Father Domenico, played by Tullio 
| Carminati, are both spoken. A 
|chorus and full orchestra fill in the 
/musical parts. Roberto Rossellini, 
| fil:a director and Miss Bergman's 
husband, staged the Honegger 
work. The two will team again 
for “Joan” in Apri! at La Scala 
Opera House in Milan. 





Mary Lou Williams Wins 


Extended Austrian Tour 


London, Dec. 15. 
Mary Lou Williams, the jazz pi- 
anist who came to London a year 
ago for a Royal Albert Hall con- 
cert date, has had her current Con- 
tinental tour extended by the offer 
of 40 concerts in Austria. 





| will shortly open at a new Paris 
|club named Chez Mary Lou Wil- 
liams, on the premises of the now 
| defunct Perdido. She will double 
|this date with the Ringside. 


‘Athens Finally Gets ‘Bell’ 


Athens, Dec. 8. 
lengthy dispute, ‘For 





After a 


ed through censors and has been 
released day-date and at the big 
first-runs Attikon and Rex. Open- 
ing was terrific but audiences 


| 


| presentation 
(WB). 3-D pic has been going great | 


; 
| 


Santiago, Dec. 8 

20th-Fox’s CinemaScope debut 
of “The Robe” will be made dur- 
ing the coming holiday season in 
simultaneous openings throughout 
South America. Locally the film 
will be opened with invitational 
preview during last week of De- 
cember, date to be set. 

“Robe” will be housed here at 
the new Astor theatre, 1,560 seater, 
inaugurated recently with smash 
of “House of Wax’ 


and is now in its second week. 

Astor is located in basement of 
new building of Bank Employees 
Social Security Bank and exhib is 
E. Yazigi & Co. 





‘Mex Film Bank Makes 


| 
She is currently in Belgium and 


Whom the Bell Tolls” (Par) pass- | 


$17,440 Its Loan Ceiling 


Mexico City, Dec. 8. 

The film trade’s own bank, the 
Banco Nacional 
has placed a ceiling on all loans of 
$17,440 each. It only lends when 
there is the most ample guarantee; 
when budget is kept down, prexy 
Eduardo Garduno has announced. 
The bank 
capital and immediately available 


‘assets of $1,380,000. 


were disappointed because con- | 
siderable footage has been cut by 
the Greek censors which hurt the 
story continuity. 

Result is that a longrun does not 
appear 


likely. 





weak, 


Second week was | 


‘ 

In its latest balance sheet, the | 
bank announced loans, credits and | 
discounts totaling $2,005,183.59 and | 


$1,050,000 worth of its bonds cir- 
culating. a 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 16 


eed 





take | 


in the; 


Cinematigrafico, | 


has $4,650,000 working | 











Rep Launches Selling 


Spree in Aussie Mkt. 
Sydney, Dec. 8. 
Visit of Richard Altschuled, Re- 
public foreign chief, indicates that 
Rep will go all out on product sales 
| in the year ahead on a new policy 
under 20th-Fox distribution. 
' Green is in charge of the Republic 
setup here. 


Understood that where an ex- 
hibitor in the past has indicated 
Republic product is too costly for 
his particular situation, the new 
po'icy will give him a buying figure 
which won't leave him in the red 
Altschuler is striving to give Rep- 
product blanket coverage from 
| coast-to-coast Down Under to keep 
| pace with other U. S. distributors. 











| 


Germans Lift Ban 


On Hitler Film 


Berlin, Dec. 8 

The West-German government 
has lifted the ban on “Five Min- 
utes Past 12,” documentary film 
on the Hitler regime, after numer- 
ous protests from German film 
circles. The West German Censor 
| Board had okayed the film, which 
then was preemed in several! cities 
three weeks ago. Immediatels 
thereafter the government stepped 
in and forbade further showings 
of the film, because of its alleged 
Nazi propaganda. 

In a meeting held by reps of the 
government this week, with Chan- 
cellor Adenauer present, it wa- 
said that there is no law to pro- 
hibit the film, and the ban was 
lifted. Hamburg and Duesseldori 
were the first cities to defy the 
ban by showing the film. 

Whether the film will be shown 
in Berlin depends on the decision 
of its city fathers, who get togeth- 
er next Monday (14) toa see the 
film in a special screening 


$534,000 Paris Offer 
Paris, Dec. 15 

Helmut Mattner, the producer 
of the documentary montage film 
on Adolph Hitler, “Five Minutes 
Past Twelve.” is in Paris with a 
copy of this film which was put on 
the forbidden list in Bonn Nov. 21 
Film, which is made up of old 
clips and some intimate aspects 
of the late dictator not seen be- 
'fere, was forbidden by the Bonn 
government as pro-Nazi. Mattner 
skipped Germany with a copy of 
ithe pic a day before the ban went 
into effect 

Mattner has been offered $534.- 
000. provided he gives up his right 
to the pic and the copy he now has 
in a bank here. He has until today 
(15) to decide, but is now worried 
that if he sells he may not be able 
to return to Germany, where his 
wife is. Mattner feels he is onls 
a businessman who is trving to sel] 
;a pic and doesn't know 
i this fuss started. 


Finds Mexico Cheaper Than 


Europe for Tourists 
Mexico City, Dec. 8 
Mexico more than holds her own 





i 


why all 





in the highly competitive world 
tourist market because it affords 
_visitors. much more for their 


money, particularly in the matter 
of food and lodging than do FEnu- 
popean countries making a play for 


tourists. So boasted Edmundo M 
Garza, head of the Mexican Assn 
of Travel Agencies, back from 


Rome where he represented Mexi- 
co at the international ASTA meet 

“In point of price, Mexico is sub- 
stantially better for tourists than 
Europe,” Garza declared. “In the 
matter of food, Mexico is 50‘; 
cheaper than the Old World It 
is much more attractive in the mat- 
ter of cars and guides.” 





Cheaper Air Fares to Hawaii 
Honolulu, Dec. 8 
Sanction of trans-Pacific tourist 
air fares, authorized here by Inter- 
|national Air Transport Assn. dele- 
| gates, opens up potentially profit- 
able Pacific tours for entertainers 
New rates, effective April 1 (sub- 
deel tp, Zoyernmenta] okays), cqn- 
j stitute a 25°0 fare cut. 


| 
' 


Reds Bait Austrian Exhibs With Yank 
Pix in Effort to Push 


Own Product 


Vienna, Dee. 15. 
The whole question of Soviet 


}control of films shown in their 


Vic | 


occupation zone of Austria came 
up for a new airing in press and 
government circles recently. It 
was charged by native distributors 
that the Russo-controlled Univer- 
sal Film exchange (no connection 
with the American Universal Co.) 
has been pressuring exhibitors into 
showing more Red product by of- 
fering indie U.S. and West Ger- 
mag pix in limited quantities with 
Russian exhibition licenses guar- 
anteed. 

Just what American product is 
available through Universal ex- 
change isn't yet clear, but they 
can be only minor indie films 
since U.S. majors either distffbute 
for themselves here or have ap- 
pointed western-owned Austrian 
exchanges. Operators of the 400 
houses in the Russian-oceupied 
zone have suffered b.o. business 
ranging from bad to terrible ever 
since the war’s end since Soviet 
authorities have to issue a sepa- 
rate license for each booking. 
Thus, permission to show west- 
ern films has been mostly with- 
held, but from time to time they 
have granted them briefly to avert 
complete disaster or when Rus- 
sian and satellite pix were simply 
not available in sufficient quan- 
tity. 

Last August, when the Russians, 
after an eight-year fight by west- 
ern powers, finally agreed to the 
abolition of mail, telephone and 
telegraph censorship, they re- 
served the right to censor films 
in their zone. Under these circum- 
stances, Universal exchange ap- 
proached theatres, offering to sup- 
ply some western product along 
with the Russo films if the exhibs 
turned over all their bookings to 
them. Some 120 of the theatres in 
Red Zone are said to have agreed 
to this arrangement as an alterna- 
tive to an exclusive diet of propa- 
Zanda pix. 

The Communist press replied 
to these charges with the state- 
ment that the Soviets are con- 
cerned with keeping the “flood of 
dirty American gangster and cow- 
boy pix” out of their zone, thus 
protecting Austrian youth. 


‘Robe’ Hits New Record, 
$84,000 in First Paris 
Session, 2 Big Houses 


Paris. Dec. 15. 

First week's biz for “The Robe’ 
20th? here gives definite indica- 
tion that C’Scope is a boff draw 
Playing two big the Rex 
and Normandie. the pic grossed 
$84.000, which indicates this film 
will be a sensational grosser here 
Last year only 59 pix passed the 
$60,000 yearly take 

There are already 25 city spots 
equipped for C’Scope 





houses, 


and others 
are in the course of being fitted. 
A French company, Marechal-Ave- 


nard, is now manufacturing the 
Miracle Mirror screen which wil! 
be available to exhibs here next 


January. Siemens, in Germany, is 
also making the screens as well as 
Cinemeccanica in Itaiv, Niels Nis- 
in Sweden and Jose Jover in 
Spain. 


sem 


All French key cities will get a 
series of blanket openings of 
‘Robe” in the next few weeks It 
opens in Sweden Dec. 18, in Greece 
Dec. 18, Switzerland on Dec. 22 
and Belgium the same date All 
critical as well as industry con- 
sensus is now in. In a critical way 


the C’Scope process got near!) 
unanimous approval while the 
‘Robe” itself got a salvo of pans 





FACT’ LONDON SOCK, 
ACCLAIMED AT PREEM 


London, Dec. 15 

“Question of Fact.” which 
opened Dec. 10 at the Piccadilly, 
was enthusiastically acclaimed 
opening night and looks a winne! 
This tense study of a murderer's 
son dreading this hereditary taint, 
is splendidly acted by Pamela 
Brown. Paul Scofield and a tri- 
umph for Gladys Cooper. 

“No Sign of Dove” folded at the 
Sayey Pec. dg, afier 12 perform- 


‘ances. 
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Spring Proves Competish to Arg. B.0.; 


Europe Imports 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 8. 

The biz trend in Argentina a 
present is spotty to offish and first- 
run trade is melting as the arrival 
of spring weather lures the citizenry 
outdoors and out-of-town over 
weekends. Currently it is fairly 
easy to yet into the big firstrun 
houses even on Sunday afternoons. 
Formerly they were sold out from 
Friday to Sunday nights. 

Following a series of big releases 
in October, these have died down 
to a mere trickle in the last 40 
days. 

“Don Camillo” (Italsud), which 
took top boxoffice honors in Oc- 
tobé®, was duplicated by “Bicycle 


Strong Local Draw 


Talent Agency For Pix 
Set Up In Honolulu 


Honolulu, Dec. 8. 

A promoter interested in han- 
dling native talent for work in 
Hawaii-filmed pix has opened a 
talent agency here. He’s Denny 
Dennison. 

Irene Wright, formerly of the 
William Morris Agency in Chicago 
and more recently production sec- 
retary for two Hollywood films 
shot partially in the islands, is 
associated with Dennison in the 
agency. 

Dennison claims he has exclusive 
casting rights with two groups 
planning to make TV films using 
local talent. 








Thief’ in November, teeing off 
simultaneously at eight first-runs. 
It is still in five houses and past 
the fourth weeks. “American in 
Paris’ (M-G) wound up with a 
gross of $124,073 for an aggregate 
of 17 weeks first-run, surpassing 
“Great Caruso” (M-G), 
grossed $121,152 in 16 weeks. 

European pictures have remark- | 
ably well, the French “Nous Som- 
mes Tous des Assassins” (DIFA) 
held 19 weeks, with $74,025 gross 
whiie “La Beaute du Diable” did 
$45,367 in nine weeks. A Spanish 
musical in color, “Violetas Im- 
periales” went over big, holding 
five weeks in first-run for $55,303. 
Universal “Browning Version” con- 
founded the crix by holding nine 
weeks at the Premier and Ideal, 
with a gross of $51,183. While 
these foreign-makes are not in the 
highest coin brackets, they have 
shown endurance. 

“Way of a Gaucho” (20th), shot 
in Argentine was fairly well re- 
ceived and ran nine weeks first- 
run, day date at three of the best 
houses, grossing $52,065. 


which 


The only local picture to do 
above-average biz was “Black 
Ermine” ‘Sono), helped by the 


preferential protectionist holdover 
terms, got six weeks at the Gran 
Rex and $53.750 gross. 

Pictures eurrently starting out 
are “Salome” ‘Col) which opened 
at the Gran Rex, Luxor and Broad- 
way day-date, doing $42,113 in the 


first week: “On Riviera” (20th) 
“Operation Cicero” (20th) and 
“Texas Carnival’ ‘M-G). Para- 


mount is readying release of “Here 
Comes the Groom” for this month. 

Emelco-Adoca has released “Ar- 
gentine Pony” at the Gran Rex. Pic 
Fas been delayed for two years 


when the production unit went into | 


bankruptcy. 


British Prods. Abandon 
Plan for Fixed Rebate 
On Pix Admission Tax. 


London, Dec. 15. 
As a result of discussions with 
other trade associations, British 
producers have dropped their pro- 





posal of a fixed percentage rebate | 


on the admission tax, and are par- 
ticipating in a united 


Final details are now being settled 
and the Chancellor of the 
chequer is being asked to fix an 
early meeting to receive an all-in- 
dustry deputation. 

The main exhibitor 
which was further discussed at a 
meeting of the trade drafting com- 
mittee last Friday (11), is to seek 
relief for over $11,000,000 on seats 
priced up to 28c, with the balance 
going to higher-priced admissions. 

The exhibs have given a pledge 
to the government that if a sub- 
stantial concession is introduced in 
next year’s budget, they 
their contribution to the Eady 
Fund from the present guarantee 
of $6,450,000 to a maximum of | 





$8,400,000. 
Dublin to Ban Kids Under 7 
Dublin, Dec. 8. 
Dublin corporation is to make 


new regulations controlling admis- 
sion of children to cinemas. All 


under ‘7-years-of-age are to be 
banned, and there is to be an in- 
crease in the number of ushers 
and usherettes on duty at kiddie 
shows. 


campaign | 
for a $20,000,000 relief program. | 


Ex- | 


proposal, 


will up} 





Italo Pix Grab 
More of Home Mkt. 


Rome, Dec. 8. 

Italian feature films cut them- 
selves an unprecedented 46° slice 
'of the local market during Octo- 
ber, statistics reveal. Yank portion 
for the same period dipped to 48% 
while French and English grosses 
lagged. Figures are based on 
grosses in 15 key cities. Total 
October take for all countries was 
just over $2,000,000. Last year at 
same time, percentages stood at 
56% for U.S. pix and 34% for 
Italy. Gross for this October in the 
15 key cities by Yank ‘product was 
about $975,000, while the Italian 
was close to $925,000. 


the Italian boxoffice potency are 
ascribed to four sock releases, 
“Return of Don Camillo” (Dear), 
with a 15-city first-run of $300,000; 
“The Wastrels,” aided by its Ven- 
ice prize; “Canzoni, Canzoni, Can- 
zoni” (Minerva) and “Una Di 
Quelle” (Rosa-Paramount). 

Final November figures, how- 
ever, are expected to show a rise 
in American pix grosses, with 
such strong releases as “Mvulin 
Rouge” (UA), “Salome” (Col), 
“Shane” (Par) and others denting 
the market. 





ANOTHER ‘MAN BITES DOG’ 





Jailed Bandit Asks Damages For 
Way Film Depicts Him 





Rome, Dec. 8. 

Gaspare Pisciotta, a jailed bandit 
and ex-henchman of the famed 
Sicilian highwayman, Giuliano, has 
sued three persons for actions 
“damaging to his reputation,” in an 
unique court case soon to be tried 
here. The bandit, who incidentally 
has been given credit for shooting 
| Giuliano in his sleep, claims that 
certain sequences of a documentary 
| feature titled, “Ten Years of Our 
| Lives” (which he happened to see 
|as the jail’s weekly film fare), 
showing the then-wanted bandits in 
their mountain hide-out, was not 
true to fact. He also charged that 
| this gave a false slant to his rela- 
| tionship with Giuliano. 
Pisciotta wants the film (made 
| some years ago) seized and the of- 
fensive bits cut and destroyed, as 
well as asking for damages. Docu- 
mentary bits were shot some time 
before Giuliano’s death. 

Another Sicilian flareup was 
caused by “Cavalleria Rusticana,” 
newest pic version of the familiar 
opera. Villagers of Vicinazzo pro- 
| tested loudly and publicly because 
pic was not shot on the site tradi- 
tionally ascribed to the action, and 
| because the three Sicilian leads in 
| the story were all played by for- 
| eigners, 











Brit. Studio Unions 
| Ask for More Money 
London, Dec. 15. 

All British studio unions have 
put in a claim for more pay. They 
have made their application 
through the Joint Industrial Coun- 
cil of the film production industry. 

The union claims now are being 
considered by the British Film 
Producers Assn., but to facilitate 
negotiations part of the application 
has been submitted to the tech- 
nical and supervisory negoiiating 
' sub-committee, 


Biggest reason for the rise in| 





‘Down Under’ Showman 
Ernest Turnbull 


(Managing Director of Hoyts 
Theatres Ld.) 


details why and how 


Aussie Is All Steamed 
Up on CinemaScope 


* * * 

| @ bright byline piece in the 

48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
OUT SOON 











London CScope 
Derby Launched 


London, Dec. 15. 
Major first run Wést End thea- 
tres are the CinemaScope derby. 
J. Arthur Rank’s two _ first-run 
Odeons at Leicester Square and 


Marble Arch are taking the lead. 
The first is already playing “The 
Robe” while the second is skedded 
to preem with “How To Marry A 
Millionaire” Jan. 14. 


Two other installations already 
in progress are for Metro’s Empire 
and the Warner Theatre. The 
Metro showcase is skedded to 
launch its anamorphic system with 
“Knights of the Round Table” 
early next year. 


It is predicted that between 100- 
150 “C’Scope installations wiil have 
been made throughout the country 
by next March including some 75 
Rank theatres. Equipment for these 
is mainly being imported. But 
starting late in March, British man- 
ufacturers will be turning out 
screens, lenses and stereo equip- 
ment at the _rate of about 100 sets 
per month. 


Diabolical Canadian 
Plane Crash Set As 
’54 Film by Alex Paal 


London, Dec. 15. 

Film version of the 1949 Quebec 
| plane crash in which 19 passengers 
were killed when a time bomb ex- 
ploded aboard the craft is on the 
1954 production agenda of indie 
producer Alexander Paal. To be 
titled “Flight 108,” it will be lensed 
next spring mostly on location in 
Canada with cooperation of the Ca- 
nadian Pacific Airlines. 

Financing will be through a pri- 
vate London bank, Paal disclosed. 
He added that a representative of 
the backers planed to Montreal last 
week to confer with Jean E. Belan- 
ger, Canadian Pacific Railways offi- 
cial who solved the crime. Stars, 
director and writer will be inked 
following Paal’s return to Holly- 
wood the end of the month. 


' Plane disaster took place Sept. 
9, 1949, when a time bomb was 
hidden on Flight 108 by a man 
whose wife was a passenger. The 
bomb exploded at the time set and 
19 passengers died. As a result 
of CPA’s investigation, three peo- 
ple were hanged in Quebec two 
|}years later. Meantime, prior to 
|leaving for the U.S., Paal will at- 
tend a trade screening of “Three 
Cases of Murder” which he re- 
cently completed for Sir Alexan- 
der Korda’s London Films. 


EDINBURGH FETE ATTENDANCE 


72,863 Visitors at °53 Festival; 
7,015 From U. S. 
London, Dec. 8. 

This year’s Edinburgh Festival 
set an attendance record according 
to final published figures. Total 
number of visitors numbered 72,- 
863 of whom 7,015 came from 
America and 1,998 from Canada. 
Altogether there were 18,100 over- 
seas visitors, 3,700 more 
the 1952. 

Already lined up for the 1954 
Festival are two leading British 
orchs, the Halle and the Philhar- 
monia, as well as the Statsradio- 
fonien orch from Denmark and the 
Hamburg Radio Symphony. 

Theatrical programs will include 
a season by the Comedie Francaise 
and an Old Vic production of “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
Moira Shearer 
man in the leads, 

















than in} 


Scotland's Pre-Xmas Legit Lively 


Despite Influx 


of Brit. Pantomime 





Pommer Using Russo 


Invention on ‘Story’ 
Berlin, Dec. 8. 
Eric Pommer has decided to pro- 
duce his film, “A Love Story,” si- 
multaneously in two forms, one in 
the conventional version and the 
other using a widescreen system 
called Plastorama. Pommer had 
seen this system, an invention by 
a Russian, and acquired European 
rights. 


“Story,” based on a yarn by Zuck- 
mayer, is filming in Hamburg. It 
stars Hildegarde Neff and O. W. 
Fischer. Rudolf Jugert is direct- 
ing. Pommer-Jugert made “Nights 
in the Streets,” which won the 
1953 federal government award. 


Finland's Pix Biz 
In 3-Month Boom 


Helsinki, Dec. 8. 


Film business enjoyed a real 
boom here during September, Octo- 
ber and part of November as a re- 
sult of releasing several top money- 
makers. The No. 1 boxoffice hit 
by a big margin was “Quo Vadis” 
(M-G), which ran for 10 weeks at 
Scandinavia’s biggest cinema, the 
1,200-seat Aloha. The French pic, 
“Clochemerle,” was second with 16 
smash weeks at the medium-size 
arty Arita. 


These two were closely followed 
by “Moulin Rouge” (UA) five weeks 
at the Metropol. ‘Adorables Crea- 
tures” ran 13 weeks at several me- 
dium-sized first-runs. A French 
pic, “Le Minute de Verite,” came 
in fifth with eight weeks at the 
large Rea. © Sixth was “Cousin 
Rachel” (20th) with eight weeks at 
Elysee, while seventh place was 
taken by “Shane” (Par) with five 
strong weeks in first-run. 


Of the Finnish entries, “Snow 
White and Seven Lumbertacks” 
leoms as a big success, closely fol- 
lowed by a tragedy, “Matron of 
Sillankorva” and “Billy Block- 
head’s Boarding House.” 

With Christmas just ahead, busi- 
ness now has come to a temporarily 
slowed down but “Salome” (Col) is 
fighting the downbeats now being 
in third week at the Aloha. 








3 SHORTS ON ROYAL TOUR 


Assoc. British-Pathe Making Tint- 
ers of World Trek 








London, Dec. 8. 


A series of color films of the 
royal tour of the Commonwealth 
are being made by Associated Brit- 
ish-Pathe for worldwide release. 
Howard Thomas, the company’s 
production topper, returned here 
last week from a round-the-world 
tour, during which he lined up 
facilities and crews. 

A minimum of three featurettes 
is planned, and the number may 
be upped if there is no sign of 
public saturation via newsreels, 
TV, radio, et al. The first, cover- 
ing the West Indies, will go on 
release on Jan. 4, opening day-date 
in Britain and the Empire. The | 
second film, covering the Queen's 
visit to Fiji and Tonga, will be 
available a month later, and the 
third, embracing the New Zealand 
visit, will be out in mid-March. 

Realizing that the formal part | 
of the tour, including all the hand- | 
shaking, will be adequately cov- | 
ered by the newsreels, the AB- 


Edinburgh, Dec. 8. 

Pre-Christmas legit season looms 
as lively in Scotland despite most 
theatres deserting drama for tin. 
sel and glitter of traditional Eng- 
lish pantomime. Jean Kent, film 
star, and Stephen Murray, have 
leading roles in “Uncertain Joy,” 
new Charlotte Hastings play, now 
at the King‘s Theatre, Glasgow. 
Stephen Murray also handled the 
megging chores. 


Citizens’ Theatre, Glasgow thea- 
tre group, is pulling in coin with 
“The Laird of Torwatletie,” Auld 
Lang Syne comedy by Robert Mc- 
Lellan. Another native Piece, 
“The Other Dear Charmer,” play 
by Robert Kemp about the poet 
Robert Burns, is notching up nice 
coin at the Gateway Theatre here. 
Lead role of Clarinda, Burns’ lover, 
is taken by Iris Russell, with stage 
and radio actor Tom Fleming as 
the poet. 


Gateway group has set Charles 
Dickens’ ‘“‘A Christmas Carol” for 
two-week run starting next week, 
with young actor Ian Macnaughton 
as Scrooge. The comedy oldie, 
“Bunty Pulls The Strings,” a safe 
bet in heather locations, is skedded 
for Dec. 28, with Rona Anderson, 
film actress, returning to her na- 
tive city to portray Bunty. 


A plea for building a chain of 
at least four Scottish theatres, pre- 
senting plays by Scottish actors in 
the Scot language, was made at 
Glasgow by playwright Robert 
McLellan. 


ABPC Chairman Blames 
Lush Days, Poor Films 
For Brit. Biz Problems 


London, Dec. 8. 

That the present problems of the 
picture industry are largely at- 
tributable to the fact that during 
the lush years from 1945-1947 the 
trade was making too much money, 
was the view expressed by Sir 
Philip Warter, chairman of the As- 
sociated British Picture Corp., 
speaking at the annual convention 
dinner at Brighton last weekend. 
It was during that period, he 
averred, that the public was an- 
tagonized by too many poor pix and 
it had no means of hitting back 
until the development and expan- 
sion of TV. 


The new cinematic mediums, 
said Sir Philip, would, in due 
course, provide the trade’s answer 
to the competition of TV. Al- 
though it might lead to an eventual- 
reduction in the number of pa- 
trons per week from the present 
level of 30,000,000 to 35,000,000 
down to as low as 18,000,000, the 
industry is capable of adjusting its 
affairs to meeting the new public 
demand. 

The new seieiesaiten trend, 
which had been established by 
Hollywood majors, is being fol- 
lowed at their Elstree studios. The 
production execs there were 
launching a policy of bigger and 
better, albeit fewer, pictures. 

Associated British Cinemas an- 
nounced that the champion show- 
man for the year is Douglas Ewin, 
being given a two-week trip to the 
U. S. next spring in order to gan- 
der exhibition and promotion 
methods in America. 


Peck Set for Three Pix 
To Be Made Overseas 


Paris, Dec. 8. 
Gregory Peck has a year's for- 
eign pic chores lined up and winds 
his stay here Jan. 10 to go to Co- 
lombo, Ceylon, where he _ starts 














Pathe films are to concentrate 
more on local background and ritu- | 
al. They are being filmed in East- | 
mancolor and two Pathe camera- | 
men, Stan Goozee and Martin | 
Rolfe, who are accompanying the 
royal party, are being supplement- 
ed by local technicians. 


| 
1 
| 











9 Scot Houses on Block 


Glasgow, Dec. 15. | 

Nine Scot cinemas in the Harry | 
Winocour group are up for sale. | 
Controlling interest is currently 
held by trustees of Winocour. He 





with | 
and Robert Help-| Edinburgh, 


'died three years ago. Four of the | 
houses are here and the others in 
Paisley, 
Dalmuir and Dundes. 


Coatbridge 


| Lea’s novel, 
| It will be made in Mexico some- 


| Signed with 20th-Fox for 
,| five years with a pic-a-year stipu- 


“The Purple Plain,” J. Arthur Rank 

production to be released’ by 
| United Artists. Robert Parrish will 
direct. “Purple” will have interi- 
ors done in England. 

As soon as Peck: winds up this he 
goes into the John Huston film, 
“Moby Dick,” which will be made 
in Ireland and London. Film 1s 
skedded to start in May and will 
be another Rank pic with a UA re- 
lease. 

Peck has a_ personal property 
which he owns with Parrish and 
Tom Lea. This will be done from 
‘Wonderful Country. 
time during the year. Pe¢k has 
another 


lation. 
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E cannot overemphasize our belief and convic- 
tion that CinemaScope is the only remedy to combat 
the ravages of television at the box office and re- 
capture lost audiences. CinemaScope must be safe- 
guarded to the end that superior entertainment, 
which is so much needed to attract audiences to 
theatres again will do what it is capable of doing. 
CinemaScope is a complete new process engineered 
to provide a whole new form of entertainment. 
CinemaScope is not merely a lens, or a screen, or 
stereophonic sound, or a new size, or a new aspect 
ratio. CinemaScope involves the proper use of all 
these components as an entirely new system designed 
to tell a story in a new and more dramatic fashion. 


The results obtained from the first two Cinema- 
Scope productions are ample proof of the soundness 
of our position as to the way CinemaScope should be 
exhibited. CinemaScope demands a bigger story, 
more action, whether outdoor or indoor or intimate. 
It requires more material, for instance when Darryl 
Zanuck produced the second CinemaScope picture, 
HOW TO MARRY A MILLIONAIRE, he com- 
bined two great Broadway stage plays—THE 
GREEKS HAD A WORD FOR IT, by Zoe Akins, 
produced on the stage by William H. Harris, Jr., 
and LOCO, by Dale Eunson and Katherine Albert. 
Exhibitors know that the public wants to see only 
great pictures, and since CinemaScope requires big- 
ger and better pictures, this system represents to the 
theatre man the answer to the box office drop. 


We have conducted many tests on screens other 
than Astrolite and Miracle Mirror and while we find 
the manufacturers of these other screens have re- 
cently made improvements in their screens to meet 
our CinemaScope requirements it is our feeling that 
they have not yet made a reflective screen which will 
distribute the light evenly over the full theatre area 
as is accomplished with the Miracle Mirror and 
Astrolite. The Astrolite and Miracle Mirror screens 
contribute substantially to this superior entertain- 
ment in providing clearer and sharper pictures with 
improved color brilliancy. 


The exhibitor must keep in mind the dramatic 
qualities of CinemaScope and that the action no 
longer is restricted to the center but occurs on both 


OF CinemaScoPE PicTuRES 


sides of the screen as well. Therefore, this could be 


very disturbing to the theatre patron who does not 
see both sides of the screen with equal brilliance. 
While one outstanding picture like THE ROBE may 
have so much appeal as to outweigh this disadvantage 
still in the long run an inadequate screen could have 
a destructive effect on the whole CinemaScope pro- 
gram. It is comparatively easy to make a screen 
bright in the center but it is extremely difficult to 
maintain brilliance and effectiveness clear to the 


edges of CinemaScope’s enlarged area of effective 
action. 


In order that there will be no misunderstanding 
of our attitude we still feel the Miracle Mirror and 
Astrolite screens are superior in the distribution of 
light equally to all seats in the theatre. Especially 
is this so in a wide theatre with balcony and high 
angle projection where we are of the definite opinion 
that other screens are not adequate although im- 
provements are promised. The Hollywood demon- 
strations of CinemaScope were directly responsible 
for providing an entire new market for screen manu- 
facturers and afforded them new opportunities of 
prosperity, and they were further aided by the an- 
nouncement of other producers of their intention to 
make CinemaScope pictures. We have encouraged 
many screen manufacturers and promised our fullest 
cooperation to improve the quality of their screens 
to meet the exacting CinemaScope requirements. 


The exhibitors in the case of the larger theatres 
of the country have appreciated the importance of 
a proper screen and there have been installed in 
the larger houses approximately eighteen hundred 
Astrolite or Miracle Mirror screens. As to the larger 
and first run houses, of which nearly all have been 
equipped with either Miracle Mirror or Astrolite 
screens, we must continue to insist that they use a 
screen providing equivalent results for our Cinema- 
Scope productions. We are presently concerned 
primarily with the medium sized and small house. 
Believing that every exhibitor has a responsibility 
to give his patrons the very best in CinemaScope 
exhibition we therefore have determined that hence- 
forth we will leave to the exhibitor in the case of the 
narrow and small theatre to choose whatever make 
or type of screen he desires to use. 













~~ 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Per share earnings of 20th-Fox for 1953 will be a record high as a 
result of the strong CinemaScope b.o. in the current fourth quarter. 
Story in last week’s Variety should have referred to minimum per 
share earning of $1.25 for the quarter, rather than to a dividend as 
erratumed. Fourth quarter net is expected to be the highest in the 
history of the picture company. Per share earnings for the 39 weeks 
ended Sept. 26, 1953, including an estimate for the third quarter, 
were 40c. 





= Foreign Report 


——~__==m= continued from page 5 


been produced in Hollywood,” that 
“therefore for all causes and their 
possible combinations need to be 
understood.” 


The now defunct 18-months tax 
break “provided a real impetus for 
de overseas production,” which 


Two-part article recently in the San Francisco Chronicle reviews eS eee PS 
the fabulqus career of Louis R. Lurie, the millionaire réaltor who has 000) for all important considere- 
many show biz interests. Yarn, by Elmont Waite, of the Chronicle’s tion, but which again serves to call 
staff, is titled “Lou Lurie, Career Millionaire.” é attention to the need for ‘lean 

Waite describes Lurie’s rise from a Chicago newsboy 56 years ago, years’ tax legislation,” report said 
his career as owner of a printing plant, his start in real estate in MPIC voted to set oe ss petal 
Vancouver, and his move into the San Francisco and Chicago realty committee to study ade iesiske- 
markets. In 1946, Waite points ovt, he was able to write a check tien 
for $14.500,000 for two Chicago office buildings. In San Francisco, : Many. ‘Announce’ 
he showed an early interest in theatrical property. Waite notes, and sag i i 
“he has never gotten out of the theatrical business.” He bought the | , Report also Pag oe ew one the very 
old American Theatre and converted it into a modern and _profit- | Sharp difference between = — 
able film house. He has the lease on the Curran and Geary Theatres | Der of films announced” for over- 
in S. F. and “has had a financial finger in many New York productions.” | S€4S production and the soe 

“Two years ago,” Waite says, “he set up a deal to acquire the film | which actually go into yes on, 
and theatrical empire of Warner Bros.’ Pictures for $25,000,000, in- | Saving three out of every four an- 
cluding $5,000,000 of Lurie’s own money. Lurie said he arranged the | MOunced turn out to be the “fig- 











deal by telephone—‘it was simpler than getting into the Stork Club’— | Ment of some alert imagination. or 


and the Warners themselves announced it. 
As Lurie explains it, ‘they reneged.’ ” 


But they never did sign. 





Stanley-Warner circuit was afraid it might have a hot potato on its 
hands, publicity-wise, in the preem of “This Is Cinerama” at the War- 
ner last week in Pittsburgh. For years, theatre chain has annu- 
ally turned over one night in December and given the Press an as yet un- 


released picture to be shown for its pet charity, the Children’s Hospital, | vestigation 
for which Press annually raises a huge sum through an Old Newsboys | : 


promotion. This year, with house being converted for Cinerama, Press 
asked for it, naturally. But SW officials were a little leery, figuring 
a Press-sponsored premiere for Cinerama might alienate town’s other 
two sheets. Before finally making a commifment, M. A. Silver, head 
of SW Pittsburgh zone, and Arthur Manson, pub-ad director for 
Cinerama in Pitt, visited the publishers of both Post-Gazette and Sun- 
Telegraph, explained the tie-up it’s long had with the Press on the 
Children’s Hospital benefit and gave the green light upon receiving 
assurances from heads of other two dailies that they understood and 
Cinerama could expect the fullest cooperation from them regardless. 





“How To Marry a Millionaire” is commended, in an editorial printed 
in the Dec. issue of “The Optical Journal and Review of Optometry,” 
as a film “that points up the value of opthaimic correction and at the 
same time makes a good case for eyewear style.” The editorial ob- 
served that “All too often spectacles are used in the movies and tele- 
vision for comic effect or as a prop to convey the idea of personal 
drabness.” 

Pointing out that another page of the same edition shows Marilyn 
Monroe as she appears “jn her more sensible moments in the story,” 
the article recaps the plot and the finale. 
herself in the company of a young fellow who himself wears shell spec- 
tacles without any qualms whatever, and he convinces her not only 
that she needs her correction but that the attractive mounting actually 
enhances her appearance ... from then on all is clear sailing for them 
both.” 





Clyde Gilmour, film critic of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. and 
of Maclein’s Magazine, used soundtrack slices from “Julius Caesar” 
Sunday in a coast-to-coast review of Joe Mankiewicz’s film. “Don’t 
let anyone or anything keep you from seeing it,” he said. “I don’t 
think it quite measures up to ‘Henry V’ or ‘Hamlet’ but it is far ahead 
of any Shakespeare Hollywood has ever done before.” He played 
speeches by Gielgud—‘superb”; Mason—“rather lacking in depth,” and 
Brando—‘amazing, though still a bit rough around the edges.” 





Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers will have avail- 
able presently four test films to aid in the installation and servicing 
of CinemaScope multi-track sound equipment, according to SMPTE 
prexy Herbert Barnett. 

Society is pushing the production ofthe test films for worldwide dis- 
tribution and he urged test film users to submit their requirements 
promptly to permit SMPTE to establish efficient production skeds. 

First types of test strips to be turned out are multi-frequency films 
in 426-foot lengths, an 8,000-cycle azimuth test film in 50-foot length 
and a 1,000-cycle balancing test film in 50-foot length. 





Drive is on to make motion pictures a recognized art form. 

Film group, devoted to that aim, is currently being organized in New 
York. Guiding lights behind the project are George Capsis, of the 
Columbia University motion pictures department, and Richard Serly 
Brummer. 

Pair are working on initial aspects of the plan following a meeting 
of ‘40 leading film artists.” Two committees were named to study 
proposals for a constitution, charter, immediate goals and action. Group 


hopes to function internationally and “will initiate various projects to | 


Stimulate the creative film movement.” ; 





General Electric has completed work on the electronic end of the 
two Eidophor color theatre-TV prototypes ordered by 20th-Fox and a 
GE engineer has gone to Switzerland to incorporate the parts in the 
optical equipment being produced by the Swiss. 

Earl I. Sponable, 20th research topper, in reporting on progress of 
the Eidophor, said this week (7) that “everything’s going on schedule.” 


Two prototypes are expected to be shipped to N. Y. early next year for. 


further tests and demonstrations. Sponable said there had been no 
hitch in the development of the system. 





Upcoming Columbia release of ‘Bad for Each Other” stemmed from 
a unique package deal between the film company and producer Hal 
Wallis. Film, originally titled, “Scalpel,” was a Wallis property. When 
Col borrowed Burt Lancaster from Wallis for ‘From Here to Eternity,” 
agreement also was made for Col to produce the “Scalpel” script with 
a couple of other Wallis players, Lizabeth Scott and Charlton Heston. 
Col lensed it as “Bad for Each Other” and Wallis has a percentage 
participation. 

J. Norman Lewis and Milton Mound, partners in the law firm of 
Lewis & Mound, are more or less on different baseball teams. 


Lewis, as attorney for the players in organized baseball, is battling 


the club owners to obtain additional rights for the players. Mound, 
on the other hand, as head of Box Office Television, Inc., is negotiating 


with the club owners for rights to telecast certain ball games over 


closed-circuit theatre TV. 





_ Advertising technique, being employed to bally CinemaScope pix, 
is resulting in complaints from exhibs and public. 

One complaint involves the layout which shows the CinemaScope 
screen surrounding the audience to a point half way back in big the- 
atres, There's also beefs concerning the copy, especially the line which 


the expression of some _ wistful 
hope.” 

Nevertheless, the committee 
said, there is a sufficient volume of 
overseas pix in American inter- 
ests to warrant a continuing, con- 





In it, Miss Monroe “‘finds | 


structive study, and it was voted 
to have the group continue its in- 
Matter of “alleged 
lower production costs abroad must 


‘be considered in relation to the 


factor of ‘total efficiency,’ ” it was 
| stated. 


Committee approved the prac- 
itice of American companies mak- 
|ing pix overseas because authentic 
‘locales enhance the story values; 
|observed “general importance of 


'foreign boxoffice” was indirectly | 


linked to the need for authentic 
‘background and locale, and said, 
jwhile it is “not unaware of the 
‘reciprocal necessities of trade re- 
lations with foreign countries,” 
jtrade spokesmen in addressing 
} MPIC, might help the membership 
|to “better consider this phase of 
| overseas production.” 

Other Factors 

While overseas pix contributed 
to the lag in Hollywood production 
there were other factors such as 
‘uncertainties about 3-D, wide- 
screen, etc., the committee said, 
{then recommending the study be 
/continued, adding, “we would be 
‘indeed intrepid today—during this 
transitional period—to attempt to 
|'define with any _ substantiated 
exactness the extent of the sepa- 
, rate impacts of these new and 
| significant factors.” 


j 
j 


| approved the report and okayed a 
|recommendation that invites be 
extended Eric Johnston and Ellis 


|} Arnall to address MPIC on the} 


matter of subsidies, quotas and re- 
istrictions in regard to foreign pro- 
duction. 


MPIC membership unanimously | 











Curb Pirates 











|mmaae Continued from page i 





/U. S. of many hundreds of 16m 


prints of pix it had donated to the | 


| Armed Services for overseas show- 

ing. Total of 43.000 feature length 
prints and 28,000 shorts made up 
part ‘of Hollywood's contribution 
to U. S. troop” entertainment 
abroad. 


When the fighting was over, some 


|of these prints began to trickle | 


| back into this country via soldiers’ 

dufflebags and other means. Fly- 
by-night ops acquired many of 
them and peddled them in the 
hope that the law wouldn’t catch 
up with them. 


Fact that this problem has been 
licked now is in part due to the 
| age of these pix and the wear-and- 
| tear on the prints. Only inexperi- 
'enced film buyers (as at TV sta- 
| tions) are tempted to snatch them 
j;up. Big TV stations, now, are very 
careful to establish ownership be- 
|fore booking any film. 


* Actual Volume, 
t Ex-dividend. 








‘Easy Ports’ 


Continued from page 5 








quate screening facilities. How- 
ever, this would involve changes in 
regulations at the Treasury in 
Washington. 

One instance of a film being re- 
jected by Fishman only to be 
shipped in through a Coast port 
is the French “White Cargo.” 

Swedish import, “She Danced 
One Summer,” brought in by 
George Schwartz of Times Films 
Corp., also didn’t come via N. Y. 
Fic, which has a couple of nude 
scenes, so far has played only non- 
censor States. 

Cummins Again? 


Fishman is currently embroiled 
in a dispute with Sam Cummins, 
distributor of ‘‘Eestasy,” over 1,300 
feet of “Ecstasy” footage which 
Cummins calls “hot.” This is ma- 
‘terial that was snipped out of the 
original film and can’t be shown in 
censorship states. Cummins had 
shipped the film to Italy. On its re- 
turns to this country, Fishman 
| pounced on it. He now says he is 
going to dispose of it. Cummins 
| objects, holding it is positive made 
| from a negative made in the U. S. 
| Fishman’s position is that, Ameri- 
| can or not, the footage was shipped 
!out of the country and, upon re- 
| importation was seized under sec- 
ition 305 of the 1930 Tariff Act as 
, non-admissable merchandise. 














Geo. Murphy 


\—_s Continued from page 5 =e 


| had only lurid ideas about Holly- 
wood. These had to be corrected.” 
Murphy has a set of formulae. 
|When appearing before Parents- 
| Teachers or other such non-indus- 
| try groups, he simply invites ques- 
| tions re the Coast film colony. This 
|assures that he'll always be dis- 
cussing a subject of interest to the 
'audience. But with trade organi- 
\zations he makes with the comedy. 
'“Exhibitors need cheering up and 
ji try to provide this,’ says the 
; actor, 
| Murphy was in Gotham to attend 














/a meeting of the Boy Scouts, left | 


| over the weekend for Washington 
|and from there heads to an exhib 


Pa Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
For Week Ending Tuesday (15) 


Net 
1953 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
High Low in 100s High Low Close for week 
15% 125g Am Br-ParTh 86 1538 147% 15 —14 
50144 38% CBS, “A”... 31 4914 4734 4734 —l1 
5014 38:4 CBS, “B” ... 14 4914 48 48 — 1% 
20% 115g Col. Pic. .... 219 20% 18 1978 +17% 
Save. 196 - DOCG... v-.2s 191 10 914 978 + % 
4734 415, Eastman Kdk. 2061 4738 45/8 467% +114 
143g 105g Loew’s...... 227 1214 17% 11% — 4% 
734 41, Nat. Thea.+ .. 133 7 638 638 — 4 
303g 2412 Paramount? . 44 2634 26 26 — 
3612 265g Philco ...... 73 28 2714 2734 + 14 
2934 21 oS eee 392 2378 231% 23% — % 
43g 25— RKO Picts... 131 31g 3 3 — 
5148 314 RKO Thea... 150 5 478 47% — 1% 
414 234 Republic .... 55 31% 3 318 —_ 
115g 934 Rep., pfd. ... 37 11 1014 1034 _ 
1214 87, Stanley War.. 82 1024 1038 1014 — 
20 1312 20th-Fox .... 248 19% 19 19% — 
18 14 Univ. Pix. ... 214 18 161%4 18 +2 
6814 61 Univ., pfd. .. *200 6214 61% 6214 +1 
17% +1148 Warner Bros... 146 1348 12%4 1334 + 7% 
84 6314 Zenith ...... 12 68 6634 6634 — %4 
American Stock Exchange 
1734 834 Du Mont ... 112 978 938 93% — 
47,3 27, Monogram .. 27 458 4% 458 + if 
1714 1378 Technicolory.. 300 15 13% 1414 + 1% 
338 234 Trans-Lux ... 7 318 3 318 + 14 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Color Corp. of Amer. ....... Sets cdewewes 5g 1148 — 
Cinerama__... A TE EP a 216 — 
Chesapeake Industries ........... Rak oae - 2% 278 + 1% 
| are Oe een Oe ee $2 +1 
U. A. Theatre:: er eee eeseeeeeesreseeeeeeee 714 834 — 34 
Walt Disney eee eeereaesereseeesese 7 8 — 14 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 


,* 





conclave in St. Louis. Asked if he 
| Percentage of 16m prints stolen | did any pressagenting for Holly- 
in the U. S, is very small. There’s | wood when in D. C. official circles, 
| practically no filching of 35m/Murphy replied in the negative, 
| prints since there is no market for | adding: “That's Eric Johnston’s 
' them. } job” 





states: “New Dimensional Marvel You See Without Glasses.” Point 
is made that words “without special glasses” should be used. Ciaims 
of “Realism and Infinite Depth” are also disputed. 

| Exhibs, particularly, feel that this type of advertising can once 


| again cause the industry to fall from public favor. ° 








Jules Verne’s adventure yarns are returning to the screen after a 
, lapse of a quarter century, with Walt Disney ready to start “20.000 
Leagues Under the Sea” next month and Alexander Korda preparing | 
“Around the World in 80 days” for production in England. Metro pro- 
, duced the last previous Verne yarn, “The Mysterious Island,” in 1929. 


i 


GIVE KOREA GARMENTS 
LEFT IN THEATRES? 


Use of uncalled-for items of lost 
clothing for aid to Korean children 
has been suggested by the Theatre 
Owners of America to its member 
theatres. Idea stems from the ap- 
peal made by an American Army 
sergeant in Korea. 

Statement issued by TOA prexy 
Walter Reade, Jr. urges all exhibs 
to take part in the project. TOA 
veepee Albert M. Pickus has been 
named chairman of the exhib org’s 
participation in the venture. 








Continued from page 5 jee 
gagement at the Holiday Theatre, 
a. Be 








Pictures achieved a new house 
mark for the Holiday, racking up 
$34,225 during the first week’s run. 
Returns have caused Michael Rose, 
operator of the Broadway house, 
to hold the reissue show for an in- 
definite engagement. WB will also 
test the pix in other selective 
cities before establishing a regular 
re-release policy. Indications are, 
however, that the package will be 
generally available shortly. 

WB’s experience recalls the tre- 
mendous success RKO achieved 
more than a year ago with the re- 
issue of “King Kong.” Latter, a 
20-year-old picture, grossed close to 
$2,500,000. While hardly as sen- 
sational, Metro had a degree of sue 
cess with “Trader Horn.” It is 
these experiences, isolated though 
they may be that put the brake on 
when the calls of the TV networks 
are heard. Videoites, it’s stressed, 
aren’t dangling enough coin for the 
distribs to hazard the sale of poten- 
tially valuable properties. 


| Best Sellers | 


a Continued from page 3 























| expense. With a very few excep- 
| tions, 1953 has brought the come 
panies no return on their invest- 
| ment abroad. Execs admit that this 
has been the pattern throughout. 

Television in the U.S. has been 
a distinct disappointment. Most 
dramatic shows are tailored to the 
half-hour segment and don’t lend 
themselves to a full 90-minute 
buildup. But story execs continue 
watching the hour-long TV dramas. 
While they haven’t found material 
to suit Hollywood’s fancy, a num- 
ber of TV performers have been 
picked up and signed for films that 
way. 

Overall trend in Hollywood for 
some time—and especially sincé 


| the advent of the wide screen—has 


been towards originals which cost 
less money and are apt to fit more 
directly into the widescreen pat- 


stern. 
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93,271,057 people read 
\ this column monthly in 
—"xewee.\ TOP national magazines! 















The opening gun of M-G-M’s 30th Anniversary 
Jubilee in January is the column on this 
page. We point with pride to this advertising 
service that M-G-M has given FREE to exhibi- 
tors, but at great cost to us, for 15 consecutive 


RIGHT: years, starting in 1939. No other company does 


Famed Starch sur- 
vey says: ““M-G-M’s 
column is 8 times 
more effective than 
the average ad in 
the same maga- 
zine.” Just one of 
M-G-M’s many 
services, it runs in 
il top magazines 
monthly in pre- 
ferred positions. 
Some exhibitors 
run it in their 
local newspaper 
campaigns! 






it—and this is but one of our continuing assists 
to theatres. It is fitting that our Anniversary 
starts with M-G-M’s First Great CinemaScope 
production, and as the column states: “The 
Anniversary would be notable for KNIGHTS OF 
THE ROUND TABLE alone. But there are many 
big pictures ready to be played in this crowning 
anniversary year.” 
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LOFFITSFEFFFOFFOFO+ For ro Fs oorerererereresers eens fourth in Dyluth, Minn.; third in TEST LICENSING POWER _ 
DALLA LLL4444 444454544 LaCrosse, Wis., and seeond Sioux eo 
e Falls, S. D., and Eau Claire, Wis. Denial of Ozoner Leads Te rl § om e {s 
- Ow Vet Warner Bros. booker Eddie Iowa Rhubarb 
ov, halt” a testo ) “ 
health; saan, ha, Dec. 15 Hollywood, D 
9OO4-4-4-46-4-6-46464664¢4444444sesusssssiiiias é rnin ore lace him. Oma a, ec. ° yw , ec, 15. 
FEFFFIFESFSS ISOS FEFFFFF+FF+Fesessssesesssessesey ary peanes getting . number Iowa Attorney General Leo Rita Gam will co-star with Jeff 
YORK Saturday (12), and special student of repeat boo following an-|Hoegh has announced a F loyd Chandler, Jack Palance and Lua- 
Noel Meadow picked up U. S. Three hoodlums, who stole 4/ will go out of release Feb. 1. outlawed the right of township Scope production, “Sign of the 
distribution rights to “Sunday By | seven-foot cutout of Marilyn Mon- “Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch trustees to license drive-in theatres Pagan” . . , Harry Hines Plays a < 
the Sea,” two-reeler which copped ' roe, from the outside of the Mast-| manager, visited son-in-law Byron | and other amusement enterprises toothless character ‘in Wayne-Fe|. 
the Grand Prix as best short at the baum (“How to Marry a Million- Shapiro in Des Moines where lat- will be appealed in Iowa’s Supreme | jow’s “Ring of Fear”... Consoli- 
1953 Venice Film Festival. It was| gire” is current), were chased by | ter heads same company’s ex- Court. dated lab is installing new equip. 
produced in London by Leon Clore. Police, and spent night in cell, | change. 


Albert Margolies & Co., which 
handled the campaign for the N.Y. 
opening of Walt Disney's “The Liv- 
ing Desert,” is staying with the pic- 
ture. Public relations outfit has 
been retained by Disney to super- 
vise openings in numerous other 

ities. ; 

" Meanwhile, Jesse Chinich, for- 
merly associated with Rugoff & 
Becker and United Paramount The- 
atres, has joined Buena Vista Film 
Distribution Co. as sales rep. This 
is the outfit set by the Disney com- 
pany to handle the release of 
“Desert.” 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


All Evergreen theatre managers 
off to Seattle for annual Xmas 
meet and celebration, Dec. 15-16. 

Paramount field man Walter 
Hoffman in town working with 
Paramount Theatre manager Dick 
vewton. , 

Jim Beale and Columbia branch 
Office sales force to San Francisco 
for sales meet. 
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along with the cutout. 

W. R. Buckley, Mt. Carmel] and 
Shamokin, Pa., exhibitor, recuper- 
ating in Hanhemann Hospital here 
following an operation. 


ALBANY 


The Colchester in Downsville 
now operated by Wally Wynkoop, 
who conducts a drug store there. 
Cliff Hall, who had run the vil- 
lage’s only liquor house, still is 
operator of a drive-in at Palatine 
Bridge. 

The Bay 
Bay closed 
Gilson, also 
Alexandria 
sena, 





Theatre in Alexandria 
for the winter by Don 
operator of ozoners at 
Bay, Canton and Mas- 
Colonial in Waddington, 
near 
porarily closed by Lloyd Bashaw. 


—_— 


ALLAS 


C. O. Wise, general manager of 
Isley Circuit, announced appoint- 





ment of Truman Jones as manager | 27 


of Major Theatre, He had been 


Oriental Theatre manager Oscar | With the Leon Theatre Circuit. 


Nyberg credited with smash pro- 
motion on “Martin Luther.’ 


broke all records for gross and/| rs Assn., 


length of run. 


Pic | ternational 


Claude C. Ezell, head of the In- 
will hold 


a special show- 
ing here Dec. 


16 at Buckner Blvd. 


M. M. Mesher. managing direc-/ Drive-In of “Fort Brayo” on the 


tor of Portland Paramount Corp., | newly 


took over the 3,400-seat Paramount 
from the Evergreen Chain this 
month. Dick Newton, former man- 
ager of Northgate, Seattle, is man- 
ager of the Paramount. 


LOS ANGELES 


Universal will open its “Charles 
J. Feldman Annual Sales Drive 
on Jan. 3, with a total of $36.000 
in prize money. Campaign ends 
May 2. 

Al Taylor, manager of Para~ 
Mount’s office here, notified that 
his organization landed first place 
in Adolph Zukor Golden Anni 
Sales drive. It led all other ex- 
changes during the last nine weeks 
of the 14-week contest ending 
Dec. 5. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Stanley-Warner sold the Circle. 
3.200-seat North Philly key, to 
North Philly key, to Lionel Fried- 
man‘ realtor) for commercial pur- 
poses. 








Ted Schlanger, Stanley Warner | 


zone chief, to Pittsburgh for open- 
ing of Cinerama there. 
Visual Education Department of 





| 


boo 








Public schools devoted special tele- | 


cast over WFIL-TV. to science 
classes in 45 junior Irighs exclu- 


completed, wide - aspect 
screen. 

World preem of Allied Artists’ 
“Riot in Cell Block 11” will be 
held Feb. 25 with a ge 

ir- 
Interstate houses 
spots on other cir- 

ated -for initial 


king over the Interstate 
cuit. All of the 
and about 100 


hew owner of Pal- 
ace Theatre -in Plano, having 
bought it from O. B. Hancock. 


CHICAGO 


ohn Housman. director of 
“Julius Caesar,” in town for film's 
screening last week. 

Walt Disney asking extended-run 
okay on “Rob Roy” from Chi Fed- 
eral District Court. 

_ Sam Lesner, film critic, celebrat- 
ing 25th year on Chi Daily News 
2 vem. - 

icago eatre prepping Cine- 
maScope instaliation. Means tem- 
porary surrendering of Stageshows 
for run of Cine pe pic. 

Jack Garber, B&K publicist, into 
Michael Reese Hospital for sur- 
gery. 

Albert Dezel completed distri- 
bution arrangements with Irving 
Levin, prexy of Filmakers Releas- 
ing Organization, acquiring long- 





| term franchise for Chi and Detroit 


exchange areas. 


the Canadian border, tem- lll 


Drive-In Theatre Own- | 














Chet LeVoir, formerly with Re- 
public, joined Universal Sales staff, 
replacing Kenny Adams, promoted 
to sales manager. 

Bennie Berger installing new all- 
purpose widescreens in local down- 
town Gopher and Fergus Falls, 
Minn., theatres, 


ST. LOUIS 


Ralph H. and his wife, Joyce J. 
Welsh, regained possession of the 
Illinois in Newman, IIL, after liti- 
gation in the Circuit Court at Tus- 
cola, Ill., and house has been re- 
lighted. 

Curtis Dunn, Mt. Carmel, Til., 
former manager of theatres in Mt. 
Carmel, Ill, took over the man- 
agement of the Idaho in Sumner, 


The Lovington in Lovington, 
Ill., relighted by Hal Merold. 

The Alamo in Stewardson, IIl., 
formerly operated by Norman B. 
Merold, reopened by Fred Gut- 
man. House shuttered last Aug. 











Business men in Risco, Mo., took 
over management of the Algerian 
Theatre there, with Kenneth Bird 
j in charge. In recent months the 
| house was operated on a month- 
to-month agreement with H. Mc- 
Dowell, former lessee. . 

Tom Gates, Barry, Ill., relighted 
the Lee in New London, Mo. 

Labor Temple Theatre, owned 
by Local Union No. 8, Progressive 
Mine Workers of America, Staun- 
ton, Ill., is being rehabilitated un- 
der the direction of Edward C. 
Morgan, successor to the late 
Elvin H. Wieck, manager, 

Fanchon & Marco, in conjunc- 
tion with the, Globe-Democrat, 
morning daily, will be host to 
more than 3,000 underprivileged 
youngsters at a Xmas party in the 
huge Fox theatre Dec. 19. 


PITTSBURGH 


A. P. Way, veteran DuBois ex- 
| hibitor, celebrating his 57th anni 
| as_a theatre owner this month. 

|__ The Warner in Jane Lew, W. 
| Va., reopened under management 
,of its new Owners, W. E. Ballard 
and W. L. Ballard. They bought 
jit from Alex Silay and Steve 
Medve. Gray Barker of Clarks- 
burg will do the buying. 

Mrs. Ted Manos, wife of the 
vice-president of Manos Theatre 
circuit, in Presbyterian hospital 
following a heart attack. 

Films will be eliminated when 














Casino Theatre reopens Christmas | 


| Night after a” three-week shut- 
|down. House plans to stick to bur- 
| lesque exclusively with continuous 





Hoegh said he felt it is the state’s 
duty to appeal “all trial court deci- 
sions involving the constitutional- 
ity of Iowa laws.” 

The decision was by district 
Judge William P. Butler at Charles 
City in a case involving the refusal 
of a board of township trustees 
to license an ozoner. 

Judge Builer held that the 
licensing law in effect since 1924 
is unconstitutional because “it 
gives township trustees unlimited 








ARTHUR MAYER STEPS 
INTO BURSTYN JOB 


Independent Motion Picture Dis. 
tributors Assn. of America, formed 
by the late Joseph Burstyn, will 
continue operations. At a meet in 
N. Y¥. last week, the org elected 
Arthur L. Mayer as its president. 

Group also pledged itself to 
militantly encourage and promote 
the presentation of motion pictures 
from all the free nations . .. and 
to oppose any subsidized film dis- 
tribution which might encroach 
upon private enterprise or the ut- 
most freedom of competition 
among independent importers, pro- 
ducers and distributors.” 

Mayer told members that he had 
received from the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. a reply to the group's 
message to Eric Johnston, urging 
him not to agree to any French 
film agreement involving the sub- 
sidized distribution of French pix 
in the U.S. MPEA letter said the 
IMPDA request would be consid- 
ered in the Paris talks. 

Assn, is creating a Joseph Bur- 
styn Award to go annually to the 
foreign language film picked as the 
best of the year by the N. Y. film 
critics. 

Elected with Mayer were Max 
A. Goldberg, first V.P.; Martin 
Lewis, second V.Pp.; Walter Bibo, 
secretary. George Margolin con- 
tinues as treasurer, 


Arsonist Blamed For 
‘Houston Theatre Fire 


Houston, Dec. 15. 
300 persons were 
evacuated from Loew’s State The- 
atre here last week when a fire 
| destroyed the theatre’s stage cur- 
tains, 











More than 





power over legitimate businesses.” M 


ment, costing 
16m prints on 
tive ... Rock 


$150,000, to run off 


Hudson drew the top 
male role in UI’s Ted Richmond 
production, “Bengal Rifles,” origi- 
nally intended for Tyrone Power. 
; + . Mana Andrews slated to star 
in Columbia’s “Gun Slinger,” to be 
roduced in Technicolor by Harry 
oe Brown .., Walter Mirisch 
readying “Battle Star” and “The 
Police Story” for Production at 
Allied Artists, ay 

Stanley Kramer bought the late 
orton Thompson novel, “Not as 
a Stranger,” for production as his 
first picture under his new deal 
with United Artists... Warners 
building up its science-fiction film, 
“Them,” with a week of added 
scenes . . . RKO Signed Glenda 
Farrell for “Susan Slept Here.” 
... Lisa Gaye with Donald O’Con. 
nor in “Francis Joins the WAC" 
at UI, with Chill Wills repeating 
his role as the mule’s voice , _ 
Rosemary Harris makes her screen 








bow in Metro’s “Beau Brumme],” 
to be filmed in England , 
reen O’Hara’s brother, ‘ 
FitzSimmons, drew a featured role 
i lack Shield of Falworth,” 
formerly “Men of Iron,” at UL. . : 
Paul Thompson snagged a part in 
Columbia’s “Jungle Man-Eaters.” 

Yette Dugay in Frank Lloyd pro- 
duction; “Shanghai Story,” at Ro. 
Public , , --“Prisoner of War” is 
the new tag on “The P.O.W. Story” 
at Metro... George Chandler in 
Wayne-Fellows’ “The High and the 
Mighty”... Evelyn Keyes wi!] star 
in the Mildred Cram Story, “ 
Promise,” to be produced by Gari- 
al Pascal in Italy .., Mary Alan 
Hokanson landed one of the leads 
in “Them” at Warners . . . Next 
Picture for Robert Newton will be 
Joseph Kaufman’s “Return to 
Treasure Island,” with Byron Has- 
kin directing . . , Metro handed 
Steve Rowland a Part in “The Stu- 
dent Prince.” 


Alvy Moore, stage comic, signed 
for the role originally intended for 
Mickey Rooney in “Susan Slept 








Here” at RKO - « « Pal, son of 
Lassie, draws the canine role in 
“A Bullet is Waiting,” Starring 
Jean Simmons - + « Sam Newman 
Productions will tee off with “No 
Deadlier Sin,” a documentary on 
abortion, based on data from the 
L. A. County General Hospital .. . 
Dolores Donlon signed by Victor 








Saville for “The Silver Chalice,” 
based on the Thomas B. Costain 
novel .., Warners rounded up 
150 horses, three camels and two 
falcons for scenes in “The Talis- 
man.” 


Ivan Haas plays the moppet role 


sese - re | afternoon showings and two regu- According to Homer McCallon, in “Tender Hearts,” produced by 
sively to angel 1 Around Us, Essaness hearing adjourned until | lar performances at night. Manager, the blaze is reported as | his father, Hugo Haas . . . Berman 
= ,* od hy i (9) do- | Jan. 4 while Eddie Silverman goes Francis Guehl, head of Univer-| the work of an arsonist. It was the | Swarttz Negotiating with Denise 
i name h nggenome = “Eddie Can-|‘'® winter home in Palm Springs, | sal exchange, and his assistant, | third fire within the last two weeks | Darcel for “My Five Hubsands" 
tae aa a herded by Bernie Calif. Pete Quiter, ,28ain running the | at the house. -+ + Metro set Ronald Reagan to 
Serli o WB's Rew York office Members of stagehand union Variety Club’s annual Kiddies’| McCallon said the fire was set | Star in “The P.O.W. Story”... 
"lent = Krieger, of Stanley War-| Setting 4% wage increase along | Christmas Party Sunday afternoon deliberately, William Woodson joined the cast 
ner, held test trade show at Mast- = aia ane . aa Joe Masset tas « yo ae ea” at UI. 3 Adele 
vid 1 BT rueman €mbusch, ormer rs. Joe Mazzei opera ing e ° . rgens will play a wrest er’s wife, 
Sonerel icles ee this Cu | Allied chief, im wets a tonal | Grand in Millvale while her hus-| Screen Shielded Against the sole femme role in UI's “Fire: 
Saeeral -40tors produce 1S Assn. of Amusement Parks, Pools | band, who was an FBI undercover 


SRO results of first Saturday 








and Beaches, enlisted joint action 


agent for many years while work- 





Daylight Saving Dusk 


man Save My Child” ~ .. George 


t d 1 of 2 h t the Art Indianapolis, Ind Sherman's first assignment under 

norni er ” -| (Owards repeal of 20% amusement | ing as house manager at the r lis, Ind. is new pact at UI will be “Chict 

morning of “Cinerama we stu tax next year. Cinema, _continues to testify in It was bound to happen. Crazy Horse,” with William Alland 
tt oto epeat_performance ————_—__ Communist | trials here and in Sydney D. Grubbs, of nearby producing, 

. MINNEAPOLIS Washington, Martinsville, Ind., has invented a Dewey Martin and Steve Forrest 


DBeuttlittt 







A: your next dinner perty, 
serve proudly one of the world’s 
finest wines...grown on the 





| 
de Latour vineyard-estate Woods, Columbia, president, suc-| defraud six motion picture releas- | Gayoso convention. Succeeds Leon rT ockefeller Center ” 
in lovely Napa Valley. ceeding Joe Murphy, Paramount; | ing firms by rendering false State- | Rountree, who was named chair- “EASY TO LOVE 
also Chet LeVoir. Universal, vee-| ments of Bross receipts. Denial|man for 1954. 














After one excursion into Swedish 
films, legit Lyceum resumed week- 
end reissue dualers with “Open 
City” and “Paisan.” 

Film exchange employes held 
second all-industry Christmas 
Party. 

Following his visit to the Coast, 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune film edi- 





OMAHA 


Elmer Haines, Manager of the 
new Fox at Sidney, Neb., reports 
“Martin Luther” broke all records 
at the house. 

“How to 


Marry Millionaire” 
slated for its 


Omaha bow Christ- 
mas Day at Ralph Goldberg’s flag- 





device to permit patrons at drive- 
in theatres to see the film before 
darkness sets in. It is a shield 
| Which extends over the top of the 
viewing screen 20 feet, and slopes 
outward from the sides. 

This darkens the Screen suffi- 
ciently while 8iving all viewers 
full sight. 








| by John 








added to the cast of “The P.O.W. 
Story” at Metro... Delbar Pro- 
ductions bought “The Great Fall" 
R. Roberts, as a starrer for 
Lex Barker next year... Filming 
of “Lucky Me” at Warners shut 
down for five days of song and 
dance rehearsals , , , Dan Barton 
drew a featured role 














v e in “Conquest 
ci oe ey oe rhe of | ship, the State, of Space” at Paramount 
articles on Hollywoo Personalities “ 
— conditions for his sheet. Booths Den Char es Jim Carbery Elected 4 
dmission price boosts still being i 
reported in various parts of terri. y 8 Memphis, Dee. 15. New 


tory, New Richland, Minn., theatre 

being latest to tilt scale, 
Minneapolis Colosseum union of 

film Salesmen elected William 


pee; George Fosdick, Republic, sec- 


treasurer, and Howard Greenstein, | 


Niversal, Sergeant-at-arms. 


. Greensboro, N. C., Dec. 8. 

Two, Stokes County motion pic- 
ture theatre operators have denied 
#llegations that they attempted to 





| vas contained in answers to suits 
filed by the motion picture firms 


Jim Carbery, of Rowley Theatre 
chain, 





Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennes- 
| see Theatre Owners Assn. at Hotel 


Other new officers for the tri- 
| State TOA group are: Nathan Flex- 


was elected prexy of the | 




















MUSIC HALL 














RADIO CITY 
Rocicef 


sterring ESTHER WILLIAMS 
van JOHNSON + rony MARTIN 











York Theatres | i 


od 
fe 





| - “ ‘ - -6-@ Picture 
iversal, on Oct. 9 in Middle District Court. | er, Waverly, Tenn., secretary-treas- color by TECHNIC ILOR «fn M-6-M 9: 
_COMPO's Current drive for ex- | In their answers, James Jesse! urer; R. B. Cox, Batesville, Miss.: | sna Th. Gisis Hall's Gat Cwivtnas Stage Show 
hibitor donations headed by Harry | 


B. French, Paramount 
ident: Jess McBride, 
branch manager, 
circuit owner. 


Paramount 
and Eddie Ruben. 








on “Here Come 

“The Robe.” 
weeks at 
City, 


Girls,” 

Which played seven 
4.000-seat local Radio 
now in its fifth St. Paul week; 


circuit pres- | 





E. G. Fitzgibbons, Paramount ex- | 
| ploiteer, jn from Chicago to work | 


| Footh and James Jesse Booth Jr. 
ceny the charges made by Loew’s, 
Paramount, RKO, 20th Century- 
Fox, Universal, and Warner 
Brothers. 

Exhibs declared alleged basis for 
| the suit took place three years ago 
and pleaded the Statute of limita- 
tions. They asked dismissal of the 
|suits on that ground, 









| Bill Sockwell, North Little Rock, 
Ark., and Jack Marshall, Dvyers- 
burg, Tenn., veepees. K. K. King, 
' Searcy, Ark., rep to the national 
| TOA board; Max Connett, Newton. 
'Miss., reelected to the national 
TOA board along with M. A. Light- 
/man Sr of Tennessee, who Was not 
present, as he is on a European 
itour, 








| 
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tron WARNER BROS. 
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a good picture into a second week 
than bring in a new second-rate 
film. Over-extending the run of 
the good film may mean some loss 
of money but the poor picture also 
would lose money and the public 
at the same time.” P 

Is the motion picture ceasing as 
the “poor man’s entertainment” via 
admission-price tilts? “Although 
costs have gone up 100% since 
1941, Loew’s scales have been 
raised only 10c. to 15c,” Vogel an- 
swered. “The theatre admission 
still is only the price of a highball. 
On Broadway, the top reaches $1.80 
but to me a good picture at that 
price is a greater value than a play 
at $6.60. And, don’t forget, it’s the 
90° tax that has substantially 
caused the rise in cost to the pub- 
lic.” 

On the new dimensions and 
processes: “Theatres should be 
equipped for everything from 3-D 
to CinemaScope with stereophonic 
sound. As a theatreman I am 
ashamed to say that we went for 
so long without making changes. 
But we are making them gow and 
we are giving the public variety.” 

Agrees With Skouras 

Vogel stresses that stereosound 
is an important part of the prc- 
gram: “I agree with Spyros Skou- 
ras on this. The CinemaScope pic- 
ture was made for stereophonic 
sound; it means a new change, new 
and added values. Another point 
is that the producers will learn to do 
new and greater things in the fu- 
ture with the sound, the widened 
lens and the 3-D.” 

What of exhibs on the economic 
downbeat who won’t or cannot 
shell out the coin for new equip- 
ment? ‘Unless he has a shooting- 
gallery type of operation,’ Vogel 
replied, “the theatreman is faced 
with the same problem as with the 
advent of sound: You can’t stop 
progress. Our business cannot re- 
main stagnant.” 

C’Scope Intimacy 

Vogel is particularly high on 
CinemaScope, and argues that an 
intimate situation can be effective- 
ly depicted on the vastness of the 
screen. “The picture downstairs 
has some intimate and closeup ma- 
terial, such as with the three girls 
Sitting together,’ the exec ob- 
served. He was referring to “How 
to Marry a Millionaire” at Loew’s 
State, N. Y. And he maintains 
that the broadened screen is as 
fitting in the small theatre as it is 
in a large showcase. 

Vogel is anti standardization, 
however. He insists that variety 
for the public is what counts most- 
ly; “It is no longer going to be 
Sameness; we're getting out of the 
rut in our programming.” 

As for dimensionals, he believes 
that some producers were in too 
much of a rush to the 3-D market. 
“This is because it is a highly com- 
petitive business and the result was 
poor 3-D product. A new thing 
like this, done badly, obviously 
caused the public to take a jaun- 
diced view of the medium. Con- 
versely, CinemaScope got off to an 
excellent start with ‘The Robe’ 
~ there is strong public satisfac- 

on. 








Latin Gross 
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due both to U. S. economic aid and 
American military expenditures 
abroad. 
Latin American revenue is seen 
Baining as a result of increasing 
economic stability. Biggest in- 
dividual markets now are Brazil, 
Which is good for a N. Y. share of 
between $9,000,000 and $10,000,- 
(00; Argentina, theoretically good 
for about $3,000,000; Venezuela, 
Which contributes $3,000,000 annu- 
ally; Mexico, with about $5,000,000; 
Cuba for $3,000,000 and Chile and 
Colombia for a little more than 
$1,000,000 each. Total take from 
many of the smaller countries, such 
as Nicaragua, the West Indies, etc., 
runs to approximately $5,000,000. 
With Brazil this week liquidating 
the rest of its $15,000,000 debt to 
the U. S. film distribs up to Feb. 
<3, 1953, Argentina also has agreed 
to an initial remittance of $500,000. 
Brazil coin currently being re- 
mitted comes to $5,100,000 and 
Cleans up all of the distriBs’ out- 
Standing coin with the exception of 
Current earnings. It’s figured that, 
Since Feb. 23, ’53, about $4,000,000 
has been accrued to the American 
companies. With about $10,000,000 
of the Brazilian backlog coin re- 
mitted within recent weeks, monies 





should show up favorably in the 
distribs’ current quarter earning 
reports. 


Argentine remiitance constitutes 
the first coin from that country 
since the war and is seen heralding 
better times ahead for the U. S. 
distribs in Argentina. Robert Cor- 
kery, Motion Picture Export Assn. 
rep in charge of Latin America, 
was in Buenos Aires during the 
past week, working out details of 
further remittances with Argentine 
authorities. Total available for 
transfer is estimated at aruund $2,- 
000,000 but may go higher. Corkery 
is skedded to return to N. Y. later 
this week. 


Preliminary talks looking to an 
easing of the film situation in Ar- 
gentina were held in October dur- 
ing the visit to the U. S. of Raul 
Apold, Argentina’s communications 
chief and a close advisor to Juan 
Peron. At that time, he made 
known his desire to have an inter- 
national film fete in Buenos Aires. 
American companies told him they 


some of their money would be un- 
thawed to cover out-of-pocket ex- 
penses. Apold visited New York, 
Washington and Hollywood as 
guest of the MPEA. 


couldn’t participate unless at least | 


MOROPTICON’S SALES PLAN 





Offers Exhibs Choice Of 
Three Different Deals 





Pola-Lite Co., now pushing its 
Moropticon system of single-strip, 
one-projector 3-D, has set up 
three different sales plans for ex- 
hibitors, under each of which the 
projection apparatus is furnished. 


000 pairs of Pola-Lite 
glasses at a minimum rate of 2,500 
per -month. Theatreman pays a 
deposit of $500 which will apply 
against the last 5,000 pairs. Al- 
though the full 30,000 order may 
be used up in shorter time, the 
projection equipment stays with 
the exhib for 12 months and the 
deal may be renewed on an annual 
basis. 

Second plan provides for pay- 
ment of $500 for the Moropticon 
projection installation for five 
| years, plus the exhib’s commitment 
for 12,000 pairs of spectacles to be 
used within a 12-month period. 

Third concerns only the rental of 





|involved) for a two-year period at a 
| cost of $1,500. 


ithe projection system (no glasses | 























Plan Central 











/on several occasions. Committee of 


sales managers is due to take up 
the subject again in a few days 
Some of the companies are not 


/fully in favor of the plan. Others 
First calls for a contract for 30,-' 
viewing | 


have indicated they would go along 
in an all-industry move’ even 
though they couldn't see much im- 
mediate advantage for themselves. 

Meanwhile, for the past year dis- 
tribs have been negotiating a new 
pact with Local B 51, Film Ex- 
change Employees (IATSE) and 
there have been several strike 
threats. If the deal with National 
Screen is finalized, it would inevi- 


| tably involve the dismissal of some 


of the workers currently employed 
in the distribs’ shipping and in- 
spection rooms. National Screen 
would have to acquire a building 
and would take over whatever per- 


| sonnel is needed to run the stream- 


lined operation. 
Film Carriers Bid 
It's understood that National 
Film Carriers Inc. in Philadelphia 


Continued from page 5 
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Print Depot 











also put in a bid to handle the 
work. Distribs apparently prefer 
the National Screen setup which 
would work out as a cooperative 


venture, whereas the Film Carriers 
proposition would handle the jeb 
on a more straightaway contracting 
deal. Distrib execs were hesitant 
this week to comment on the nego- 


| tiations, but stressed that any final 


agreement would not involve the 
selling or actual distribution work. 
Companies for some time have 
been studying the possibilities of 
merged operations in certain for- 
eign territories as a means of cut- 
ting expenses. Metro and 20th-Fox 
are cooperating in such places as 
Austria and Trinidad where one 
distributes the other’s pix. RKO 
and Paramount are discussing an 
Australian deal along similar lines. 
Local labor laws in many cases 
balk consolidation of physical 
branch facilities. Problem of split- 
ting revenue in many instances 
also creates a potential problem. 

















PROCe, 


S, 


== 


Buthe Latoratortes, Ie. 


PRESENTS 


ro 


PRODUCERS, DIRECTORS, 





ler 





Now you can get Lifelike color in every 
scene —in 35mm as well as l6mm-—plus 


24-hour processing service. 


ONLY THE GREAT NEW 


Balhe C@L@R 


OFFERS YOU THESE 


EXCLUSIVE ADVANTAGES: 


1. Lifelike color in every scene—indoors or out. 


2. Twenty-four hour processing. 


3. Volume print orders on highest speed 


equipment in the industry. 


4. Direct 16mm prints from original material. 


CAMER AMEN: 


Demonstration reels of Pathécolor now ready 


Phone now for Your showing: 


NEW YORK: 


TRafalgar 6-1120 


HOLLYWOOD: HOllywood 9-3961 


Br the \erorarories, tnc., is a subsidiary of CHESAPEAKE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
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Is There a Second-Run Vidfilm In 
The House? Cure-Alll for Weak Spots 





There’s a gleam of triumph in¢~ 


the eye of NBC’s Film Division as 
it takes a more or less definitive 
look at second-runs before closing 
the 1953 accounts and finds out 
that’s it’s been cutting a series of 
fancy figures. Armed with the lat- 
est ARB findings as of a week ago, 
it’s making factual capital of these 
points in the overall pitch that 
“rerun is no longer a dirty word!” 

1. That “second money” is a 
misnomer, with rerun ratings tak- 
ing few back seats and in many 
cases beating out the original edi- 
tions. 

2. Specifically, reprises of net- 
work film programs in local mar- 
kets generally equal their first-run | 
ratings when their competition and | 
time placement are the same or 
similar. 

3. Bezause of the constant in- 
crease in TV homes, second-runs | 
often reach more homes than did 
the original showings, even if the, 
reruns show the same or slightly | 
lower ratings. 

4. When these facts are toupled 
with the lower program costs for; 
reruns, the advantage is to the 
purchaser on a cost-per-thousand 
basis. 

In citing the _ hard-and-fast 
figures, the webs vidpix syndicate, | 
with Carl M. Stanton newly 
berthed as the boss in Robert W. | 
Sarnoff’s ascendancy to executive | 
veepee, uses the candid approach | 
to the ARB statistics with this, 
statement: in the cities used. all 
ratings available were averaged | 
and represent two or more indi- | 

} 





vidual ratings except where only | 
one rating was available. The latter | 
one-+timers were: “Victory at Sea” 
in Cleveland. Houston and Detroit: 
“Badge 714” ‘ex-“Dragnet™) in 
Salt Lake City,-Los Angeles and 
Detroit: “Captured” (‘(ex-Gangbus- 
ters”) in Columbus and “The Vis- 
itor” ‘ex-“The Doctor”) in Salt 
Lake City. ‘Important to remem- | 
ber, too, is that in some of the, 
major competition against the tele- 
pix there are several kinnied shows 
involved.) 

In a study of both the competi- 
tion and time slots compared to the 
maiden run, the rating histories 
vary. “Victory at Sea” seems to Zzet 
the nod on repeating because its 


@riginal excursion on the neiwork | 


was Sundzy at 3 p.m. ‘N. Y. time). 
With hardiy anything against it. the 
widely acclaimed 30-minuter drew 
the highest average—20.3—of any 
show except football in that time 
period. Currently, with program- 
ming largely as a nightime stanza 
but not always in the best slots, its 
ratings have zoomed to as high as 
31.9, as in Houston. In there and 
Cleveland, New York, San Fran- 
cisco’and Washington. the re-rides 
are faring better than the debut. 
In Boston, where the slot is the 
n.s.h. 11:15 p.m., the ratings are 
lower, but not by much; in Detroit, 
about the same as on first-run; in 
Chicago, the only market where 
(Continued on page 23) 





e Tbe on the “hot seat’ as far as 
F Summer rie the transition to color is concerned. 
Their main efforts have been ex- 


Based on 13 Pilot 


Official Films is planning 
currently handling for national 
sale along with pilots of new prop- 
erties into a 13-week series for 
*showcasing as a network summer 


pilots over the 13-week summer 


of each show into a fullfledged 
series should sponsor interest be 
aroused. 

Slated for the series, which 


would be hosted by a show biz per- 
sonality, are the Mercedes McCam- 
bridge pilot of “Defense Attorney” 
and others already in the cen. 
About half the series woud be 
composed of still unproduced pilots 
based on story properties con- 
trolled by Official. Plan is to start 
production on these in about two 
months, with Don Sharpe in on 
production of some of them. Show 
would be called “Preview Theatre,” 


with the sponsor’s name tacked on. | 


Same idea in the live fie'd pro- 
duced results for ABC last spring 
with its “ABC Album” ser‘es of 
one-shots, with “Jamie” getting a 
network berth as a result of its 


“Album” showcasing. 


to | 
package a group of pilot films it’s | 


Kaufman, Lerner Service 
US. Vidpixers in Italy 


Rome, Dec. 15. 

Two ex-producers and publicists, 
Hank Kaufman and Gene Lerner, 
have set up a unique public rela- 
tions-personal management opera- 
tion here, acting as liaison between 
American performers and Italian 
television operations and between 
Italo performers and American 
vidpix producers. 

Firm, Kaufman-Lerner Associ- 
ates, is currently casting and aid- 
ing on the production end of the 
new Dennis O’Keefe vidpix series 
being shot here, and also has set 
Katherine Dunham (who’s in Italy 


| shooting a new feature film) for 


an appearance on the Italian Na- 
tional Television network tomor- 
row (9). 

Kaufman, who formerly handied 
many of the Cerebral Palsy tele- 
thons in the U.S., came to Europe 
last April to produce a series of 
vidpix in Paris. Deal fell through, 
and the twosome then moved to 
Rome with their new setup. They’re 
also European correspondents for 
fan mags, Silver Screen, Screen- 
land and TV Land. 


Sobel & Crane 
Colorfilm Gives 
Chi Tint Stake 


That the coming “color era” is 
not just flamboyant terminology 











' 


| 
| 


| 
| 


but a dollars and cents tipoff was | 


clearly evidenced last week in one 
devélopment that may produce a 
series of followups. It had a “go 


blueprint by Color Service Co., 
Inc., of New York, to extend its 
commercial tint operations to Chi- 


| cago, where a setup wil! be estab- 


lished in the heart of the near 
northside by mid-January. 
Launching the integrated branch 
are Nat Sobel and Bab Crane, pards 
in the outfit 
and prexy, respectively), with sales 


' west” tag clearly marked in the, 


|} confined to musical 


| seattered sales 
(secretary-treasurer | 


manager Robert B. Prell making it , 
a trio on the planning. There are | 
| several film labs in Chi, but this | 
‘one will probably supply the Windy | 


City with its sole establishment de- 


voted exclusively to telefilm com- | 


mercials in color. 

Sobel and Crane have been 
studying the move for some months 
and, convinced that the time was 


Official Explores 


ripe to make a move pending an’ 


announcement expected shortly 
from the FCC giving the official 
nod to colorvision, translated their 


analysis of the situation into con-. 


| crete action. 
Virtually every producer-distrib- 


ut {_blurb_films f TV has 


erted toward studying the problem 
of telecasting tint prints via com- 
patible circuits. They have been 
involved with the double headache 
of (1) production already photo- 
(Continued on page 28) 
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CAVALCADE OF AMERICA 
There’s nothing distinguished 

about this historic documentary of 

Benedict Arnold’s betrayal. Slow 


|of movement and lacking in any,and conviction by 











New Telepix Shows 





THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL 
With Regina Bredow, Karin Rain- 
boldt, Johanna Wichmann, Fritz 
Genschow, Sabine Eggert, others 
Producer: Paul Gordon 











‘ 
Prerts 3 





Another Guy With Whiskers 
WM. KEENE 
(Not Santa Clause) 


Wants to Wish You a 
Very Merry Christmas! 


$$ $$ 














Latino Markets. 


With Subtitles. 


Director: Graf Stenboch 
30 Mins. 
RCA Recorded Pro- 


Distributor: 

gram Services 

RCA’s Recorded Program Serv- 
ices has latched on to a century- 
old Yule classic from the Hans 
Christian Andersen shelf as_ its 
initial integrated TV program for 
distribution as a one-shoiter. “The 
Little Match Girl’ was produced 
in Germany by Paul Gordon last 
summer under the European Tele- 
vision Corp. banner and is wrapped 
in a delightfully contrived holiday 
package made to order for spon- 
sorial spotting during the holly- 
berry span. The narrated dream 
sequences fill the screen with bal- 
let, straight dancing and whimsi- 
cal stanzas addressed to the Match 
Girl as she’s transplanted to a 
world of wonders she had never 
hoped to know. 


Covering many of the scenes, 
and particularly the ballet, is a 
portion of Tchaikovsky “Nutcrack- 
er Suite” to which has been added 
some original music by Richard 
Stauch. Story is carried out with 
ultra simplicity with sole offishness 
being in the dubbed-in dialog. But 
since this only occurs briefly be- 





With Latin American television | 
undergoing a rapid expansion and | 
representing a new and untapped | 
source of revenue for the vidpix | 
industry, one firm at least, Official 
Films, is investigating the possibil- | 


tween the dream playout, it’s only 
a temporary jarrer. Jockel Stahl’s 
choreography is spirited. 

RCA came into the rights late 
but even so, has sold the pic in 
some 30 markets for this Christ- 
mas and hopes to make it a year’s 


ity of putting Spanish subtitles on ' SPORTS REVIEW OF 1953 


its pix for sale below the border. | 


There are about 18 or 20 Latino 
markets now open or opening in 
the near future. Some, like Ha- 
vana and Sen Juan, Puerto Rico, 


are semi-English-sveaking and to a | 


large extent can buy up American 
vidpix without worrying about a 
language barrier. But others, in 
ceuntries like Brazil, 
Argentina and Mexico, need some 
type of translations. either via’ 
dubbing or subtitles. For that rea- 


son, vidpix sales to the Latin mar- | 


kets up to now have largely been 
series, with 
dramatic shows registering only 
in the English- 
speaking markets. 


Up to now, it hasn't paid for | 


any of the American vidpix dis- 
tribs to subtitle or dub, for two 


and low set circulation 
means low prices) in the estab 
lished markets. But Latin Ameri- 
can TV is expanding, both mar- 
ket and set-wise. and the Ameri- 
ean distribs are becoming increas- 
ingly aware of the fact via visits 
from station operators, 
by mail from the stations and in- 
creased agency activity for clients 
with distribution below 
border . 


Dubbing. according to Bud Aus- | 


tin. Official national sales chief 
who’s been handling the project 
for the firm, appears too expensive, 
amounting to $1,500 and up for a 
half-hour pic. Only other solu- 
tion appears to be subtitles, and 
the firm is investigating that angle 
from price, handling and reproduc- 
tion viewpoints. Firm is expected 
to make a decision on subtitling its 
series within a couple of weeks. 


4444444444 


¢ — Telepix Followup Comment 


replacement. Idea is to present the | 


LOL | F464 444-4464446644464444644464 
period as a preview for expansion | 





Sd 


ish for 20,000 pounds and a gen- 
eral’s rank with the enemy. 

Best of the characters is that of 
Arnold’s aide plaved with strength 
Kirby Grant. 


'element of suspense, it becomes! Dan O’Herlihy is too stiff and un- 
| merely a costumed reenactment of | 


a story every school boy knows. 
, Nor does the cast raise the level of 
popular acceptance. Fine writing 


| by Curtis Kenyon partly redeems | 


the plodding unfoldment. 
Whether Kenyon uncovered any 

heretofore unrevealed character- 

istics of the traitor or events lead- 


| 


| 


ing up to his sell-out and eventual | 


self-banishment to England is not 
embellished for any particular dra- 
matic effect. Here he's the embit- 
tered general, played with dour 
mien and unchanging emotion. Not 
even his loyal wife, played by 
Betty Lynn, could brighten his 
mood or change his attitude in 


jselling out West Point to the Brit-! 


bending as the betrayer and Miss 
Lynn gives the military atmosphere 
its only ray of warmth. The rest 
reek with rank. William Thiele 
directed with soldierly discipline. 
Helm. 


FIRESIDE THEATRE 
The warming story of a boy and 


a dog and how their tender friend- | 


ship ended a long-smouldering feud 
is given the fireside treatment by 
Frank Wisbar that snugs up close 
to the heart. The drama is toned 
down so that the script by Marion 
Cooper and Eugene Vale _ loses 
none of its flavorsome qualities in 


Venezuela, | 


end catalog show. Trau. 
| With Joe Wills, narrator 
| Producer: United Press Movietone 


| Supervisors: Edmund Reek, Wil- 
liam C. Payette 
| Writer: Marvin Lorber 
| Editors: Ben Loweree, Vincent Du- 
' rand 
| One half-hour 
Distributor: United Press 

United Press Movietone, the 
newsreel combo of UP and Fox 
Movietone which has some 80 TV 
stations on its video newsreel serv- 
ice roster, has edited clips of the 
;year’s top sports events into a 
smooth-running summary that 


TV Film Chatter 


New York 








Sound Masters completed a 
reasons: the scarcity of markets | 
(which 


three-minute film for “Treasury 
Men in Action’s’” Christmas Eve 
program, in which Betty Johnson 
sings carols instead of delivering 


|'the middle commercial . . . Dr. Al- 


fred N. Goldsmith, chief consultant 
for RCA, will address tomorrow’s 
(Thurcs.) annual election meeting 
ef the National Television Film 


requests | Council at the Warwick .. . Her- 


/man Rush, Official Films sales 


| v-P., took off for the Coast over the 
the; weekend on a belated 


business- 
| vacation trip... Errol Flynn flew 
in from Rome to huddle with 
| Oliver Unger, Comet Films prez, 
on their new Rome-produced series 
starring Flynn. Unger came back 
from a brief visit to the Coast for 
the meeting ... Clayton W. Cou- 
j}sens Productions moves into the 
old Filmways studios as of Jan. 1 
... Irv Feld, formerly MPTV’s 
eastern sales chief, becomes south- 
western sales manager for the 
firm’s feature film division, head- 
|auartering in Dallas ... Charlie 
| Ross, Official Films account exec, 
| back from a month-long sales trip 
' through the south. 

| Winners of Jackie Gleason Nes- 
|cafe Contest will be made known 


(Continued on page 28) 


‘TV Film Series On 
Judge Camille Kelley 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 

Kroger Babb, Hallmark Produc- 
tions prexy, has inked a deal for a 
| TV-film series on the life of Judge 
|Camille Kelley, who before retire- 
'mént served 31 years on the bench 
|of Memphis Juvenile Court and 
|won national recognition for her 
work with teenagers. Babb has 
; contracted with Fotovox, Memphis 
| telefilm outfit, to handle the series. 

Bailey Campbell, Fotovox topper, 
will produce, while Julian Roffman, 
,onetime CBS director, will meg. 
|Ben Kerner, a freelance scripter, 
will write the series together with 
| Fred Lasse of Fotovox. Film firm, 
incidentally, is currently lensing 











manages in the half-hour to Cap- 
ture highlights of every major 
(and some minor) events of the 
There's a 1 
eres a long recap of t} 

World Series and baseball in ome 
eral, some football highlights 
showings of the Kentucky Derby 
Preakness, Belmonts and Hambie. 
tonian Stakes. Auto racing, from 
the Soap Box Derby to the India- 
napolis speed race,. water sports 
winter sports, golf, tennis, bowling 
and boxing are all shown, with the 
tennis and golf shots particularly 
good. 

Editing job of Ben Loweree and 
Vincent Durang is a coherent one 
and Marvin Lorber’s script pro- 
vides good continuity and conveys 
a sense of excitement. Joe Wiljs’ 
narration is good. This one-shot 
shapes as a good buy for a week- 
end sustainer on the station sicie 
and would make an excellent 
years-end wrapup show for a local 
sponsor of a regularly scheduled 
sports show. Chan, 


CAVALCADE OF 1953 

With, Joe King, narrator 

Producer: United Press Movietone 

Suvervisors: Edmund: Reek, Wil- 
liam C. Payette 

Writer: Charles Schuman 

Editors: Ben Loweree, Frank Coff- 


man 
One half-hour 
Distributor: United Press 

United Press Movietone has 
compiled here a vivid playback of 
the major news stories of 1953, 
such items as Stalin’s death, the 
| Inauguration, the Harry Dexter 
| White incident, Senator McCarthy's 
hearings, the Trieste riots, the Ko- 
rean truce and the prisoner atroci- 
ties and dozens of others. 
| With Joe King’s excellent nar- 
j ration, a fluid script. by Charles 
| Schuman and good editing jobs by 
| Ben Loweree and Frank Coffman, 
| this half-hour-is a good buy for a 
station looking for a year-end news 
wrapup or a local news sponsor 
who wants to tag the review on to 
his regular newscast, Fiim quality 
is for the most part excellent and 
production is thoroughly profes- 
sional. One minor irritation, how- 
ever, is the frequent mention of 
UP poll on the important story of 
the year, with each major story 











' to the poll. 


shown in the film rated according 
Chan. 


Howard to G-K As 
Gotiiam Com'l Rep 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Gross-Krasne, which on a limit- 
ed scale has been shooting com- 
mercials for Lever Bros. in con- 
nection with production of “Big 
Town,” is expanding its commer- 
cials operation and has named 
Hampton W. Howard as its New 
York rep on the commercial end. 
Howard resigned as the sales chief 
for Transamerican Television and 
| Broadcasting Corp. to take the 
| Post, in which he'll act as agency- 
producer liaison. 
| Firm will continue to handle 
| Lever commercials in addition to 
other national blurb accounts and 
| will also shoot blurbs for regional 
| sponsors of the vidpix distributed 
by United Television Programs, 
which Gross-Krasne now owns. 
Production will be at the Gross- 
Krasne lot here under supervision 
of v.p. Vernon E. Clark. 











Standard Oil Footage 

Standard Oil of New Jersey is 
making approximately 100,000 feet 
of stock footage from its film 
library available at cost to film 
producers in the New York area. 
Subjects deal with all phases of 


petroleum production and _ dis- 
tribution, 

Footage is mostly black and 
| white, on 35m. Service for the 


time being will be confined to N.Y. 
Standard Oil’s public relations de- 
partment, which is running the 
service, has compiled a catalog, 
which is available to producers. 





Lakeside Distrib Deal 

Lakeside Television has acquired 
distribution rights for “Adventure 
Is@My Job,” series of travel, na- 
ture and animal life adventure 
films shot and narrated by Hal H. 
Harrison, photographer - lecture!- 
| author. 
First 13 films are already in dis- 








the telling on celluloid. It’s real | “Juniper Junction,” which is play-| tribution, with 52 vidpix planned 


(Continued on page 28) 
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| TELEPIX A NETWORK BABY, T00? 


Prockter Syndicates Eagle-Lion 


hg 2 


Yes, But, But, But, But— 


Audiences react more quickly 


and give readier acceptance to 


half-hour dramatic shows on film than they do live segments, 
and by virtue of the residual arrangements with producers, 
vidpix represent a more economical buy for the advertiser for 
the rating achieved than do live dramatic segments. 


That's Leslie Harris speaking, 
Bernard L. Schubert production 
chief for Colgate. And thus film 
merry Way. 

- Harris 
Goode, 


He’s one of the toppers in the 
outfit and former TV program 
vs. live controversy goes on its 


derided remarks made in last week’s Variety by Richard 
one of the “Lux Video Theatre” directors, to the effect 


that it's impossible to arouse deep emotion in audiences with 


ilmed shows 
‘ Harris points out that there’s 


on TV that’s successful. 


and that residual coin is largely ‘a myth.” 


hardly half-hour dramatic show 


He points to “Lux’s” 10.7 ARB rating, 


along with “Philip Mortis Playhouse” at 23.2, “Campbell Sound- 


stage” 


at 18.9 and “Medallion Theatre” at 21.0, and then by 


contrast points up the filmed “Fireside Theatre's” 37.5, “Four- 
Star Playhouse’s” 27.9, “Ford Theatre’s” 45.8 and “Schlitz Play- 


house’s” 37.3. essft 
eo is “Circle Theatre,’ which 
veloped’ from their (Armstrong's 

It’s the hour-long live drama 


Only successful half-hour live dramatic show, he 


uses simple basic plots, “de- 
) daytime radio experience.” 
tic airers that are successful, 


Harris points out that there’s hardly a half-hour dramatic show 


motivate plot and shift locale. 


It’s film’s ability to duplicate 


these factors over a half-hour period, he says, that make it a 


more successful way of producing 
Audiences are “pre-conditioned 
film, Harris says, because of the 
pictures. ha n si 
audience a miniature movie. 


short drama. 
to accept swift transitions” on 
ir long association with motion 


“A half-hour film show on TV is in effect to the average 
It’s also easier, Harris says, to get 


better film name stars for film than for live, and to get better 


scripters. 


Producer-sponsor contracts in regard to residuals, Harris says, 
in most cases allow the producer to turn out the vidpix at a lower 


cost than the same show’ live. 


dual rights, he turns out the show at cost for the client. 


same time, he can make a substan 
such properties as “Dragnet,” 
Theatre,” “Ford Theatre” and ot 
live dramatic show, unless cost 


By giving the producer all resi- 


At the 
tial profit via residuals—witness 
“Schlitz Playhouse,” ‘Fireside 
hers. By contrast, a half-hour 
has been “well padded,” can 


mean nothing in profit since it can’t be repeated and profit mar- 


gin is usually small. 














Teleblurb Producers Beef Over 


Network ‘Silence 


While the move to color is rap-+¢ 
idly gaining ground among the 
producers of syndicated vidpix, 
producers of commercials’ are 
growing more and more restive 
over the lack of a definite stand- 
ard for production of tint film. 
The half-hour pix producers are 
storing up for the future, but the 
blurb-makers, pressed by agencies 
and clients alike, are concerned 
with immediacy and are reported- 
ly steaming over the lack of in- 
formation from the networks on! 
the whys and wherefores of color | 
film production. 


Commercial producers want to 
know: (1) the timetable on tint; 
(2) type of color film and process 
best suited to tint and (3) the type 
and effectiveness of projection 
equipment for color tv _ film. 
While the nets have been advocat- | 
ing 35m for color, for example, 
the only projection equipment cur- 
rentiy available is 16m. Producers 
are caught between practicality 
and demands by their bankroller | 
clients to come up with tint pilots. | 
If they're filmed in 16m, they | 
won't be worthwhile when 35m 
equipment is developed; if they're 
in 35m, they can’t be shown until 
the equipment 





| 





| 
} 


is set. | 
_ That's only one of the perplex- 
Ins problems facing the producers, | 

(Continued on page 28) | 


Hamilton Watch 
Exits ‘Showcase’ 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 
Sovereign Productions’ “Your 
Jeweler’s Showcase” telepix series 
has been cancelled by Hamilton 
Watch Co., reportedly because of 
‘PONnsor dissatisfaction with gen- | 


ape] : bap h 
rral quality and results from the 
telefilms, 


| 


Yee , ; . 
Previously Sovereign had pacts | 
n a . ‘ore . 
® make the GE and “Cavalcade of | 
nerien”* 


b series a!so, but GE has 
een 


“i coatracted to Bing Crosby 

“<r prises, and "“Cavaleade” to 

r+ ‘tal other vidfilm companies. 

a makes the third telepix axing 
Re ve season, first two being 
ete, ©’s Revlon and Chevron series. 

local airing of “Showcase” | 

‘ be on KTTV Dec, 22. i 


| 


V1 


| space 


| “Father 


on Tint Standards 
‘Jupiter’ to IMPS 





Martin Stone’s Kagran Corp. is | 
switching production of its “John- | 
for | 


ny Jupiter” vidpix series 
M & M Candies from Sound Mas- 
ters Studios to Ben Gradus’ Inter- 


national Movie Producers Service, | 


effective Jan. 4. 

Final 15 of the first cycle of 39 
hali-hours will be shot at the new 
N. Y. studio site. 





Comet's Telepix 


Flash; $1.000,000 


Gross Biz on Tap 


Indicative of the rapid expan- 
ston of the telepix field over the 
past year is the growth of Comet 
Television Films, which in the 
of seven months has _ pro- 
jected itself into a toprung posi- 
tion among the vidpix syndicators 
with a gross business of $1.000,000 
and a production stake in four syn- 
dicated series of $750,000 

Firm, headed by Oliver Unger 
(prexy) and Harold Goldman ‘sales 
chief), two former principals in the 
old pre-litigation Snader_ Tele- 
scription outfit, was formed last 
spring with a package of 13 feature 
films. Since that time, firm has ac- 
quired an interest and is distribut- 

(Continued on page 28) 


Screen Gems Dickering 
Runyon, ‘Father’ Series 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 
Columbia's telepix — subsid, 
Screen Gems, currently producing 
the Ford Theatre, is in negotiation 
for two additional series, ‘The 
Damon Runyon Playhouse,” and 
Knows Best,” the latter 

package starring Robert Young 





SG is talking a deal for the 
Runyon rights with Howard 
Welsch, who acquired them last 


discussions on new 
line with expansion 


year. Current 
series are in 


program long reported for the sub- 


sid. 


FUTURE HOLDS 
CTATUS OF INDIE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


What are the chances of the 
indie producer and distributor in 
the ever-expanding telepix market? 
Will he, like his counterpart be- 
fore him in the film industry, be 
relegated to a secondary sphere of 
importance and get the squeeze 
play as he falls victim to the econo- 
mics of a business where the big 
guns, as with the major pix studios, 
dominate the scene and call the 
turns in terms of talent, production 
and outlets? 

Wrapped up in the answer is mil- | 
lions and millions of dollars in-! 
vested in a mushrooming vidpix | 
business by independent organiza- | 
tions seeking to make a majer| 
splash in a bid for the TV film! 
dollar. What the ultimate answer | 
will be, will effect even such big | 
league operations as Motion Pic-| 
tures for Television, United Tele- | 
vision Programs, Official Films, ! 
PSI, Inc., Consolidated, etc. 

If history repeats, as in the case 
of the film company indies vs. | 
| majors, the likelihood of NBC, CBS | 
and ABC (with the NBC Film Divi- 
| sion already asserting itself in no 
; uncertain terms) maneuvering into 
ja topdog status by virtue of their 
}access to coin, talent and station 
| priority, has tended to create some | 
element of doubt as to whether the 
| indie boys can remain in the fore- 
_ front. | 
| Always allowing for some excep- 
| tions, the big personality telepix 
| shows would seem to bear the net- 
work stamp. When a Procter &°: 
|Gamble moves into the picture 
with a Loretta Young series, it’s a 
| network-patterned (NBC: opera- 
|tion. Claudette Colbert’s upcom- 
'ing vidpix series will go network. 
[Ray how it is with Joan Davis, 








| 


Ray Milland, William Bendix, etc., 
;}and NBC is already moving into) 
the picture on the projected Ronald 
Colman TV film series. 

The networks are in a position | 
|to deliver stations—and big ones. 
, The networks, too, have the coin 
to splurge on name shows. When 
|a network comes up with a solid, 
vidpix series, the affiliates are in 
a position to demand first crack on 
second runs, where the ratings 
time after time outdistance the 
| first runs, as witness “Victory at 
| Sea,” “Badge 714" (“Dragnet" re- 
runs), “Racket Squad” (now an 
ABC-TV syndicated property:, etc. 

There are other facets, too, that 
have a bearing on the situation. 
A network showcasing of a vid- 
pix series can take it off the cost 
on the first runs. The network ex- 
ploitation-promotion on the shows 
tends to deliver a pre-guaranteed 
audience for second runs. The 
indies, saddled with big overheads, 
lack such advantages. 

Just where that’S gonna leave 
the indie operator is what's cueing 
a lot of speculation. True, with 
more and more stations dotting the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Screen Gems, UPA Split 
Leaves 2506 Animation 
Billings Up in The Air 


Parting of the ways of Screen 
Gems and United Productions of 
America and Screen Gems’ subse- 
quent decision to set up lis own 
animation production department 
| leaves a $250,000 annual animated 
' billings plum up in the air. Big 
| question is who will get the lion's 





share of the animation billings, 
UPA, which has set up its own 
sales department, Screen Gems, 


with its own production resources 
or other animators in the field? 


Under the Screen Gems-UPA 
agreement which expired last 
week, SG was the sales rep for 
UPA, selling the clients, producing 


live-action sequences and bringing 
in UPA for animation work. It’s 
estimated that of SG’s $1,000,000 
billings this year for commercials, 
the animated portions accounted 
for $250,000. That UPA wasn't go- 
(Continued on page 36) 


telefilming in 


later 





Studio Buy Sparks 


Coast Vidpix 





Real Realty 


With banks now firmly in 
the tv-film fold as sponsors of 
syndicated shows, real estate 
agencies have begun to enter 
the local vidpix sponsorship 
picture. Official Films reports 
that about a dozen realtors 
have bought the “My Hero” 
series for local bankrolling. 


There's a natura! tiein here, 
though, since the Robert Cum- 
mings starrer (first exposed on 
NBC-TYV via Dunhills) centers 
about a real estate firm. The 
local realtors are tieing the 
theme of the show into their 
promotion-exploitation opera- 
tions, even to the extent of 
advertising “Beanblossom 
Specials” for some of their 
offerings. Beanblossom is 
Cummings’ name in the situa- 
tion comedy series. 


Cantor Exiting 
‘Comedy Hour’ 


To Do Telepix 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 

Eddie Cantor is through with 
hour shows on television. He won't 
re-sign with NBC for “Comedy 
Hour.” Instead, he will do a filmed 
series of 39 half-hour shows to be 
simulcast on radio similar to the 
Groucho Marx “You Bet Your 
Life.” 

Cantor goes to N.Y. Dec. 27 to 
confer with network execs and a 
sponsor interested in the series. 
He says: “I've got a deal. It's up 
to me to sign.”” Program will have 
a flexible pattern with Cantor pre- 
siding as emcee, story teller, quiz- 








7 


|; master and audience participation 


stimulator. 


The handwriting is on the wall.” 
Cantor says. “Costs must come 
down if hour shows are te survive 
It's becoming increasingly difficult 
to get good material, especially 
when writers take time off between 
shows. They get out of the mood 
The hour show is too fatiguing on 
the performer. and takes too much 
out of him. By filming one half- 
heur show weekly I can deliver a 
better show, one not so wearing 
on physical effort." Cantor said he 
would film 10 shows this summer 
to get a jump on the season. 


HORACE HEIDT FORMS 
TELEPIX DISTRIB SETUP 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Horace @leidt will form his own 
telepix distribution company to 
handles sales of his “Youth Oppor- 
tunity which he will begin 
half-hour segments 
next yvear in N. Y. He will 
shift shooting to the coast 
Heidt said he had planned to be- 
gin rolling last month, but unveil- 





show 


early 


ing of magnetic tape was respon- 
sible for his delaying the program 
since he ‘didn't want to be out- 


moded by new developments in the 
field. 


WABC-TV Sets Yale Roe 
As New Film Director 


Yale Roe, continuity director of 
WABC-TV, N.Y., has been named 
film director of the station. His 


appointment is another step in the 
ABC-TV flagship’s move toward 
autonomy, with Freeland Fowler, 
who formerly handled film buying 
for both the network and the sta- 
tion, now confining his activities to 
network film 

toe, before moving 
Gotham continuity post 
tember, was continuity chief for 
ABC-Radio and ABC-TV in Chi- 
cago. Previous to that, he was Chi 
{video continuity head at CBS, 


into his 
this Sep- 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 

New First National Studios syn- 
dicate which over the weekend 
bought the Eagle-Lion studios 
here for $1,100,000 is setting up 
a revolving fund of $1,000,000 for 
vidpix production at the lot. First 
films to go into production under 
the Bernard Prockter - sparked 
operation are to be Chester Er- 
skine’s “Reader's Digest” series 
and Prockter’s own “International 
Police.” 


Deal, one of the most important 
in Hollywood's TV-film history, 
brings into the vidpix fold some 
key financial figures, headed by 
Fred Levy Jr., Los Angeles realtor 
and financier, and at the same time 
employs veterans of the video 
; business. Prockter, who's current- 
jly in New York to wind his affairs 
)}and move back here, is president 
;and exec producer. Eddie Conne, 
of the producing firm of Conne- 
|Stephens, is exec v.p. and in 
charge of studio operations. Wil- 
liam Stephens will probably be- 
come production chief. Levy is 
board chairman of First National. 


Culmination of the $1,100,000 
deal over the weekend with Wil- 
liam C. MacMiillen Jr., president 
|of Chesapeake Industries, which 
iowned the studio, came after 
months of negotiations. Chesa- 
peake, then Pathe Industries, 
bought the lot from Grand National 
,in 1943 for $260,000. When Eagle- 
, Lion was formed, it became known 
'as Eagle-Lion studios. New outfit 
plans to spend some $400,000 in 
renovation. Studio is currently be- 
ing used for vidpix production by 
such firms as Frank Wisbar Pro- 
ductions, Sovereign Productions 
and Arrow Productions. No deci- 
sion yet on whether they'll have 
to move. 

First National will probably add 
other properties to those already 
planned. “Digest” is already be- 
fore the cameras under a prior 
deal with Prockter: three half- 
hours have been completed at 
RKO Pathe studios. “Police,” of 
which 26 have been shot overseas, 
will be produced at the lot, with 

(Continued on page 34) 


Chaplin Studios 
Acquired by Kling 


Chicago, Dee. 15 

Kling Studios, major Chi-based 
TV to film producer, is set to carve 
an even bigger niche for itself in 
the vidpix and TV commercial 
field with the acquisition of the 
Charles Chaplin studios in Helly- 
wood. Ten-year lease was set ves- 
terday (Mon.) by Chaplin reps and 
Kling prexy Robert Eirinberg and 
veepees Fred Niles and Lee Blev- 
ins 








Chaplin lot. plus present Chit 
facilities. gives K ing one of the 
largest studio layouts outside the 
major motion pic companies. Hal- 
Ivwood = studios will handle TV 
blurbs and some of Kling’s grow- 
ing string of syndicated telepix. 


: 


Halloran’s Upped Status 
In NBC Film Division 


' = =John Halloran has been 
tapped as assistant manager of ad- 
vertising and promotion of the 
NBC Film Division, reporting to 
Jay H. Smolin. It was the second 
kcy appointment by Car! M. Stan- 
ton since he became director of the 
division last week when Robert W. 
Sarnoff moved up as exec vp. of 
the web. Stanton’s first nod went 
to Edgar G. ‘Ted: Sisson as @sso- 
ciate director Publicity wing of 
the sector remains status quo with 
Charles (Chuck) Henderson head- 
ing it up, Fritz Jacobi and Jack 
Sebastian. 

Halloran is ex-NBC radio ad- 


promotion aide, having previously 
been a continuity writer for WLW, 


‘Cincinnati. 
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RADIO'S ROLE AS ‘ESSENTIAL PART 





OF AMERICAN LIVING’-POLITZ REPORT 





A good deal of what radio al- 
ready knows or has suspected and 
much of what it doesn’t has been 
incorporated into an_ elaborate 
study by Alfred Politz Research, 
Inc., under the billing of “The 
Importance of Radio in Television 
Areas Today.” Politz was tapped 
for the detailed analysis of 11 sta- 
tions repped by Henry I. Christal 
Co., reportedly with post-fact co- 
operation by several aural net- 
works. The field work was done 
between Dec. 13, 1952, and Jan. 29 
of this year and involved 4,985 per- 
sonal interviews projected to a 
probability sample of 61,600,000 
persons aged 15 or over and resid- 
ing in TV areas. It’s pitched as a 





CBS Radio Producer 


Howard G. Barnes 


has @ bright piece 


The Three of Them 
| Make a Lovely Couple 
enother editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
DUE SOON 








penetrating qualitative study with 





no relationship to TV viewing or | 
any competitive comparison as | 
such with the visual medium. 

In a complicated distribution of | 
the findings, with press releases | 
emanating from various channels, 
largely from interested public re- 
lations works, the first official 
word concerning the poli seems to 
have been timed with the appear- 
ance last Friday ‘11) of Harold E. 
Fellows, NARTB prexy, before an 
advertising group in Detroit, where 
he made a long statement ieee. 
ing salient points of the Politz: 
Sampling. First, he said, it’s 
a study of individual people 
and not of homes, with empha- 
sis on their motives and attitudes, 
and second, that it seeks to de- 
scribe radio, not to compare it 
with other media—meaning, it's 
assumed. TV in the main. 

Medium's ‘Virility’ 

“The booklet containing the re- 
port.” he declared, “points up 
typographically and _  pictorially 
that the researchers were seeking 
te determine the ‘virility’ of radio 
as a medium under circustances 
of all types of competition. in- 
cluding but not limited to televi- 
sion.” 

Interpretation of these findings 
was m2zde by Alfred Stanford in 
pungent, hard-hitting commentary 
accomnanying each ciassification 
embodied in a large two-color Pic- 
ture Press book put out by Thorn- 

Continued on page 28) 








Paul Brenner Getting 
Full Heur Nighttime 
In WATY Gotham Bid 


In an effort to utilize participa- 
tion of New York City high school 
students and satisfy two potential 


sponsors. video outlet WATV. 
Newark. N. J.. has shifted Paul | 
Brenner's ‘“Requestfully Yours” | 


stanza from an afternoon half hour, | 
three times a week. to an hour-| 
long evening show Effective 
Jan. 8, the program will be aired 
between 8 and 9 p.m. on Fridays. 

Aimed at a teenage audience, 
the show has been on since October 
of this year. Since the station 


shifted its transmitter from New}! 


Jersey to the top of the Empire 
State Building and turned its eye 
more toward the New York mar- 
ket, it was deemed expedient to 
find a time when Gotham high- 
schoolers could attend the show 
and participate in the dancing and 
games that are part of the format. 

When the new stanza premieres 
early next year, first guests will be 
Les Paul and Mary Ford. 


Sherwood TV Cast 
Set; Van Heflin’s Nix 


Remaining key 
E. Sherwood’s first teleplay, ‘‘Back- 
bone of America,’ skedded for 
Dec. 29, were filled by NBC-TV 
this week, with Yvonne De Carlo, 
James Dunn and Gene Lockhart 





set for the telecast. Wendell Corey | 


was signed last week. 

Web encountered one bit of 
casting trouble when Van Heflin 
turned down a role, reportedly be- 
cause he didn't like the script. 
NBC had offered him $12,500, then 


upped the bid to $15,000, but Hef- | 
Program | 


lin stuck to his refusal. 
foes into the Milton Berle 8 to 9 
p.m. Tuesday slot, and it’s the 


roles in Robert | 


St. L. Univ. Fights 
To Bar CBS From. 
Channel 1] Grab 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
Efforts to oust CBS from the 
hot contest for Channel 11 in 
St. Louis on grounds the web al- 
ready has its quota of TV stations 
under the new FCC anti-monopoly 
rules were renewed yesterday 
(Mon.) by St. Louis Univ., licensee 
of radio outlet WEW. Hearings on 

applications are to begin soon. 
Through its counsel, Segal 
Smith & Hennessey, WEW filed a 
motion with the FCC to dismiss the 
CBS application as being in con- 
flict with the revised regulations 
which limit to five the number of 


| TV station interests a licensee may 


have, regardless of whether they 
are controlling or minority. CBS 
owns three TV stations and has 


' minority interests in two others. 


Regardless 
new regulations which would per- 
mit CBS to prosecute its St. Louis 
and Boston applications, providing 
they divest themselves of surplus 
interests 


that as recently as Nov. 25 the 
Commission refused to allow the 
Storer Broadcasting Corp. to apply 
for a channel even though Storer 
was willing to dispose of one of 
its five stations if it received a 
grant. 


KING-TV Dethroned 
From Monopoly Status 
As KOMO-TV Preems 


Seattle, Dec. 15. 
Advent of KOMO-TV here Fri- 
day ‘11) will change TV sales pic- 
ture considerably, with KING-TV 
now having competition for first 
time. Result is seen in the trade 





‘locally as bettering situation for 


TV advertisers and agencies. In 
the past unavailability of time on 
KING-TV has kept many adver- 
tisers and programs off the air. 
Now, with two statidns, both pro- 
ducers and agencies will have 
easier task. 

Indications are that competition 
between the two local TV outlets 
will be stiff. KOMO hit the air 


Thursday with big premiere pro- | 


gram, with KING preceding with 
fifth anni hoopla on Wednesday. 

Competition will center to great 
extent on local productions, with 
KOMO, as NBC-TV outlet, seen as 
having edge on KING, ABC-TV af- 
filiate, in net programs. 





} 


Alternate Sponsers For 
| ‘Arthur Murray Party’ 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Video's 
continue apace as the junior-sized 
advertisers seek their niche in the 
TV sweepstakes. Consolidated 
Royal Chemical has notified NBC- 
|TV that it wants help in sponsor- 
ing the Monday night 15-minute 
“Arthur Murray Party.” 

CRC wants to retain its stake in 
| the show on a alternate-week basis 
;and the web has obliged with Boni- 


first of a series to be written by’ Fide Mills slated to pick up the 


Sherwood for the web. 


alternate. 


of a provision in| 


in the event of grants. | 
j}attorneys for WEW pointed out 


share-the-load hockups 


NEW NOTE IN TV CLIENTS 


Gypsum Coin For ‘Today’ Lends 
Significant Sponsor Tone 








With a multitude of consumer 
products as yet untapped by TV, 
for reasons of which HCP (high 
cost of programming) is not the 
least, there’s a significant tone to 
the latest sponsor to be wrapped 
‘up by NBC-TV’s “Today.” Nation- 
| al Gypsum Co., with BBD&O front- 
ing, has just signed for a year- 
‘round exposure on the Dave Gar- 
'roway hosted cross-boarder starting 
| Feb. 5. Gypsum will pitch its Gold 
| Seal building products, a wallboard 
heretofore more or less addressed 
'te contractors, jobbers, etc. It’s 
the first such network use of the 
product, and may introduce a new 





the same reason. 


I have. 


——— 


Don't Overdo TY: Bing 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Name thesps shouldn’t appear on television, live or film, more 
than six or seven times annually or they take a chance on losing 
their b.o. appeal by being seen too much. Such personalities also 
shouldn’t appear in more than two theatrical films annually fo; 


That’s the opinion of Bing Crosby, currently shooting his initia} 
vidpic. “Whether live or film, television is still a movie,” he said, 
“You wouldn’t want a movie starring the same person coming 
into your home every week. Situation comedies too, will eventually 
wear out their welcome because it’s just too much to have one 
show with the same people every week. I think perhaps dramatic 
shows with different casts may be the answer. What television 
needs is more entertainment but not the kind which will wear 
itself out, If people see too much of me they will wise up, say 
‘I don’t want to see him so often.” They'll catch on to every trick 


“I'll never forget what George M. Cohan told me: ‘Get off while 
you're still wanted: Leave ‘em begging for more.’” 














note in the advertising of - “old” 
items freshly readied for the di- | 
rect-to-user market. : 
Other “Today” pactees are Mu- | 
tual of Omaha for 39 spots over | 
|13 weeks; Baker’s Cocoanut (Gen- | 
‘eral Foods) for 28 shares from | 
| March to May; Accent spice for 26 
| plugs: Capitol Airlines, which | 
latched on last fall and then went | 
off, is back with 39 blurbs; Emer- | 
son Drug has added eight parts to 
'give it a total of 112 for a year. | 
, One-shotter is Ladies Home Jour- | 
‘nal for Jan. 5. 


Don’t Sell UHF 











Washington, Dec. 15. 
Ultra high station operators have 
| no call coming to the FCC for pro- 
tection against VHF competition, 
Comr. John C. Doerfer told the 
‘annual meeting of the Maryland- 
| District of Columbia Broadcasters 
| Assn. here last week. Alluding to 
petitions by UHF broadcasters 
against assignment of additional V 





| 
| of 
Short: Doerfer 


Carroll Carroll 


is of the opinion that TV's concept 
of domesticity is 


The Greatest Libel 
Ever Committed 
On Man 


, en ee 
e@ humerous editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 
OUT SOON 











Can. Axes Comm] 
Radio on Xmas 
For 12-Hr. Spread 


Toronto, Dec. 15. 





channels in their areas, Doerfer 
declared: “We can't be concerned 
with the individual equities. The 
only time you can invoke the regu- 
lating function is where the whole 
industry is threatened and the pub- 
lic interest is involved.” 
| However, Doerfer suggested that 
;}some of the UHF’ers who have 
| been appealing to the Commission 
| for help may be selling ultra high 
|short. As illustration, he pointed 
to the continued production of 
| manufactured ice and phonographs 
in the face of expected competition 
of electric refrigerators and radio. 
Disclosing some preliminary com- 
pilations of a study FCC is now 
conducting, Doerfer said that eight 
out of 42 UHF stations are already 
in the black, although less than a 
year in operation. He reported 
that one unidentified ultra high 
outlet grossed $29,000 and earned 
$15,000 after four months on_the 
air. 

In contrast, Doerfer noted that 
the 40 VHF stations which operat- 


ed the full year of 1948 lost $8,500.- | 


000 and that it was not until 1950 


before they made an aggregate 
profit. 


“The survival of UHF,” said 
Doerfer, “depends on _ program- 
ming.” 








| Just Like People 


| Working television news- 
} men can come in the front 
doors of New York hotels now, 
and can use passenger instead 
of service elevators on their 
assignment. Board of direc- 
tors of the Hotel Assn. of New 
York agreed to stop the prac- 
tice of sending TV newsmen 
around to the freight en- 
trances after the Radio, News- 
reel, Television Working Press 
Assn. of N. Y. protested the 
practice. 

What started the practice is 
the fact that the newsmen us- 
ually work in three or four- 
man teams, consisting of cam- 
erman, soundman, electrician 
and reporter, and carry four 
to six suitcases plus camera 
and tripod. 





All commercial programs will 
be cancelled on Xmas Day over the 
three networks of the Canadian 
| Broadcasting Corp., with the 12- 
|hour activities comprising round- 
'the-world Commonwealth greet- 
,ings, topped by the Queen’s mes- 
isage at 10 am., originating in 
| Auckland, New Zealand, and re- 


peated a 10:05 p.m. Other high- 
lights include “Dickens by the 
Fire,” readings by British stage 
and screen stars; the “Serviceman’s 
Christmas Card,” a revue aimed at 
| Canadian forces in Germany and 
| Korea, directed by Mart Kenny, 
_ Toronto; the Toronto Symphony 
|performance of “Hansel and 
| Gretel.” 

Other Canadian items in the Em- 
pire broadcast will include a re- 
'cital from the Peace Tower caril- 
‘lon by Robert Donnell at Ottawa; 
“Carols of the Nativity” from All 
| Saints’ Church, with the CBS 
| Windsor Singers; Benjamin Brit- 
_ten’s ‘Ceremony of the Carols” by 
|the 40-girl chapel choir of Bishop 
Strachan, which toured Britain last 
| Spring; the Xmas celebrations at 
| Twillingate, a Newfoundland fish- 
| ing village; “The Christmas Story,” 
an oratorio by the Montreal Bach 
| Choir and orchestra under the di- 
rection of George Little; various 
| features from Pakistan, India, Cey- 
| lon, South Africa, Australia and 
| New Zealand, 


LORILLARD RENEWS ON 





P. Lorillard, which last week de- 
cided to renew its Sunday at 9:15 
Taylor Grant news show on ABC- 
Radio after first notifying the web 
of intention to cancel, now has 
gone ahead and renewed its second 
Sunday night news show on the 
net. Ciggie outfit gave the web 
the greenlight on “Monday Morn- 
ing Headlines,” which is in the 6 
p. m. slot. 

Decisive factor in the renewals 
is the continguous rate feature of 
the ABC rate card, which gives 
Lorillard two quarter hours at the 


BRACE OF ABC SHOWS, 











11 New Shows in Coast Hopper 
As CBS Steps Up TV City Sked 


Hollywod, Dec. 15. 

Facing the heaviest schedule of 
new TV shows in the history of 
the CBS _ Hollywood operation, 
web’s Coast veep, Harry Ackerman, 
ordered stepped-up preparation 
following a Chicago meeting with 
program v.p. Hubbell Robinson, 
Scripts are being speeded to get 
the production jump on the New 
Year, will 11 new properties cur- 
rently in the hopper. 

Foremost on the sked is a half. 
hour dramatic series starring Gin- 
ger Rogers, now in the concluding 
stages of negotiation. Actors new 
to ‘tele will be used in support, 
with different stories being drama- 
tized weekly. Other new proper- 
ties include “Pass in Revue,” a 
topical musical show being readied 
by Paul Harrison; Bernie Gould's 
“Gus and Joe,” a comedy about 
partners in a plumbing business, 
created by Dave Schwartz and Bob 
Ross and “Cupe,” a romantic dra« 
matic series being scripted by Robe 
ert Russell. 

Other properties in the works 
are “Whistler,” “Escape” and 
Gunsmoke,” which are being read- 
ied for syndication by CBS Film 
Sales. “Lineup” will be filmed for 
both network and syndicated sale. 
“Pursuit” is planned as a live net- 
work show, with Bill Brennan pro- 
ducing. y 

Ackerman also signed Everett 
Freeman, film producer and writer 
and onetime scripter on the “Baby 
Snooks” series on radio, to a 
writer-producer contract. Acker- 
man feels that the comedy cycle 
hasn’t worn itself out, but if any 
of the CBS comedy series should 
become shaky, he’s got “That's My 
Boy” and “Vanity and Mrs. Fair” 
as backstops. Ackerman said a 
sponsorship deal for “Meet Millie,” 
which is sponsored on radio but not 
on tele, is in the works and should 
be concluded in a few days. 


CBS ‘Stage Struck’s’ 
Players Club Anni 
Show as Col. Album 


A month ago CBS Radio's ame 
bitious Friday night “Stage Struck 
presentation joined in the Players 
Club anniversary tribute with an 
hour-long showcase spotlighting 
some of the Players’ top personali- 
ties. These included Clark Gable 
(who taped his bit in London) 
Rex Harrison, Walter Hampden, 
Marice Evans, Bobby Clark, >! 
Cedric Hardwicke, etc. CBS broad- 
cast-recording execs were so en 
thused with the manner in which 
the show played that it’s been de 
cided to convert the stanza into 4 
Columbia Records album. 

Proceeds of the album will be 
turned over to the John Drew 
Memorial Fund for indigent actors. 
For the occasion, AFTRA has 
agreed to waive all performer [¢es. 








Niagara Mfg. Into Radio, 
Buys Heatter Segment 


The Gabriel Heatter commen 
taries on Mutual have been chosen 


| by Niagara Manufacturing and D)>- 


tributing for its first swing 1”\9 
radio advertising. Starting Jan. > 
contract calls for Niagara, makers 
of massage equipment, to sponsor 
the Heatter show each Tuesda”. 
All the new advertiser's biz “25 
placed in national magazines until 
recently when it came out with 4 
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NBC’S ‘HELL BENT FOR BURBANK’ 





























Toast’ Vs. Comedy Hour’ Story 


The manner in which Colgate “Comedy Hour” is doubling up 
week after week on its talent pool (Jimmy Durante, Donald O’Con- 
nor as added attraction for Eddie Cantor and vice versa down the 
line) is indicative of the rating plight of the NBC-TV Sunday night 
star-studded showcase as opposed to the competing “Toast of the 


Town” entry on CBS. 


While Colgate got itself a “breather” last Sunday (13) when the 
Perry Como-Ben Blue-Martha Raye combo walked off with a 31.5 
10-city Trendex as against “Toast’s” 21.4, the cumulative 10-week 
average for “Toast” (31.9) as against “Comedy Hour’s” 23.9 (with 


“Toast” also going into the No. 4 


will probably wind up as one of the standout success stories of 


the TV year. 


it’s no secret that there have been several “crises” sessions at 
Colgate’s Jersey City hqs. this season, with reports that the client 


will revert to a two ‘half-hour 
season. 


What makes the situation all the more ticklish (and why Colgate 
can't afford too many misses) is the budget differential, with 
“Comedy Hour’s” $60,000 and $70,000 par-for-the-course weekly 
as against “Toast’s” $19,000 weekly for talent (including emcee 
Ed Sullivan) and an overall talent-production nut of $30,000— 


half the cost of “(Comedy Hour.” 











Ira, Ted & Martin: 


spot on the latest Nielsen tallies) 


separate-program formula next 








Freres Jock 





Brother Vs. Brother in Bangup Battle for Block 
Billings 


+ 





New York radio field is witness- 
ing a brother vs. brother act, and 
it's got more twists than a day- 
time soaper with a detergent for 
a sponsor. Brothers are Ted and 
Ira Herbert, both vet radio sales- 
men. Ted with WABC, the ABC 
flagship, and Ira with WNEW as 
sales v.p. The feud, if it can be 
termed that, centers around the 
impending transfer (Jan. 1) of 
Martin Block from his longtime 
berth at the Gotham indie to 
WABC and the ABC network. 


Twist in this case is that Ira has 
been the lontime Block promoter 
and sales rep, with WNEW in the 
past holding a virtual sellout on 
Biock’s early evening “‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom” two-hour jaunt. 
With Block moving to ABC, the 
network and WABC veep Ted 
Oberfelder pulled Ted away from 
his regular chores to make him 
the sales “specialist’ on Block 
and on Mary Margaret McBride. 

As a result, Ted and Ira have been 
crossing paths in virtually every 
agency in town, and have been 
competing for business in every 
one of them. For WNEW’s busi- 
ness is substantially the same type 
as WABC is seeking for Block. 
Another point in question is the 
lineup of “Make Believe Ball- 
room” sponsors, some of whom 
have agreed to move with Block, 
others deciding to stay with 
WNEW and Jerry Marshall, Block’s 
successor. Either way, one Her- 


(Continued on page 36) 


Jack Paar to Full 
Hour; Wheel’ Axed: 





‘4 EXODUS CUED 
BY ‘FADING’ EAST 


Start of the New Year will 
mean more than putting a freshly 
printed calendar on the wall as far 
as NBC Television is concerned. 


The continuing inyasion of Holly- | 


wood by a few of the network's | 
New York-based shows is not just | 
to audition the climate, granting, | 
however, that such quickie barn- | 
storm trips can win friends and) 
influence ratings. A ‘Howdy 
Doody” or a “Mr. Peepers” may | 
be seeking a rise in the dialing | 
meters by virture of a Coast orig- | 
ination, to be sure, but either show | 
would play just as well on either | 
coast. “Peepers,” in fact may be 
one of the first to hop the Burbank | 
bandwagon after having done a 
show from the web’s $3,000,000 | 
studios on Sunday (13). i 

From here in, the newly in-| 
stalled hierarchy of prexy “Pat” | 
Weaver” & Co. will go down the. 
line to encourage other stanzas to | 
“move to Burbank” and establish | 








* ABC Talent Programming Veepee 


Robert M. Weitman 
is of the opinion (and tells why) 
that in show biz there's 
Always Room For One 


More 


* * * 


one of the many byline pieces in 
the forthcoming 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














_ Jack Paar-starred Friday morn- 
Ing show on CBS-TV goes to a full | 
hour starting Christmas Day. 
“Wheel of Fortune” will be ousted | 
in the process, but this phase of it | 
may not become effective until 
Jan. 1, 
Paar extension is part of a web 
alignment in the booming daytime 
Span that revolves around a 7 to 9 
teeoff to go against NBC’s “To- | 
ay. It will feature Walt (“Pogo”) 
. : ly and the Baird Puppets and 
vill be partly in the documentary 
vein. 
ug Possible factor in scrapping of 
“s an el” was a compiaint last week 
“4 m producer Jesse J. Goldburg 
a known as Jesse J. Gilbert) 
lat the title was copyrighted by 
que about 10 years ago. He has 
nanded that CBS discontinue 
pelle ec and show and give an ac- 
oe a of all monies received via 
og such title and format. Gold- 
sure claims title exclusively for 
lotlon pictures and TV. 


wen notified in the action were 
he of Fortune, Inc., via Ted 
niey 





9 Associates, sales agent on 
€ show, which is 
Package, 


MIAMI-ORIGINATING 


hobt. Q's ‘Hey 
Look No Fill-In’ 
With 3 Shows: 





After establishing his major 
identity on CBS as Arthur God-| 
frey’s perennial stand-in on his 
morning shows, Robert Q. Lewis | 
comes into his own in '54 with a) 
multiplicity of shows which will 
give him radio-TV exposure second | 
only to Godfrey himself. | 

In addition to his cross-the-board | 
radio show, Lewis will also do a} 
full hour Saturday morning AM | 
show, either from 11 to noon, with 
three sponsors already in the bag. 
These are Pinesol, Mutual of 
Omaha and Nehi. Bruno Zirato | 
Jr. will produce and talent will} 
comprise Ray Bloch’s orch, The. 
Chordettes, with either Arlene} 
Francis, Bill Cullen or John Reed | 
King as an added attraction. Pro- | 
gram tees off Jan. 2. 

Lewis is also down for a cross- | 
the-board afternoon 30-minute TV 
show, which will be comprised for 


(Continued on page 37) 


| 
| 





TV SERIES FOR NBC 


NBC appears to be on the verge 
of unleashing the first TV _ series 
originating in Miami and strange- 
ly enough it is being whipped up 
as a mid-morning’ cross-board 
skein. With “Glamour Girl” being 
axed the first week in January, 
the 10:30-11 spot is being primed 
for the new show emanating from 
WTVJ in the Florida metropolis, 
starting Jan. 11. 

Pattern will be typically ‘“Miami” 
in deployment of comics, emcees 
and other performers playing the 
town, plus intro of “name” hotel 
guests, joeblows, breakfast stanzas 


| rently 





and poolside vignettes. Web is 


a Pete Arnell| understood pitching the format to | 
sponsor prospects. No title yet. | 








permanent residence after testing | 
the returns from such originations. | 


Immediate reason for the ex-| 


_ pected transplantation is the com- | 


ing decline in N. Y. studio facili- | 
ties. Two of the web’s~biggest lay- | 


| outs, the Center Theatre in Radio | 
' City and the International on Col- | 


umbus Circle will soon pass into | 
history—the former next May to! 
make way for a skyscraper and the 
International not long after that | 


| to give way to the town’s long de- 


layed Coliseum project to provide 
convention, sports-spectacle and 
entertainment lebensraum. Cur- 
originating out of those 


houses are “Show of Shows,” | 


“Peepers”, “Comedy Hour” (latter 


on occasion, such as the recent Bob 
Hope color stanza, with transmis- | 
sion from the Colonial Theatre), 


1 “Voice of Firestone,”” Milton Berle 
i: Show, Paul Winchell Show, “Ethel 


& Albert” plus such visiting fire- 
men attractions as Ralph Edwards’ 
“This Is Your Life,” which put in 
three weeks in Gotham, winding 
with a Colonial colorcast. 











Sol Saks 
(Writer of ‘My Favorite Husband’ 
on CBS-TV) 
has done a bright piece 


Let’s Be Brave 


a 8 
another editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
DUE SOON 











Gillette's 1256 
Yule TV Cutups 





NBC-TV's 20%, Biz Hike for ’53; 
Running Neck & Neck With CBS 
On Year's Billngs—$95,000,000 


+ 


NBC says it will wind the year 
in TV with a 20°% hike in business 
over 1952. With $76,979,840 (PIB 
figures) already in the till for the 
first 10 months of the year ‘as con- 
trasted¢ with $67,385,750 for the 
Jan.-Oct. period in '52), the net- 
work sees another approximate 
$20,000,067 in the bag for the final 
two months of the year. This will 
give NBC-TV a year-end gross bill- 
ings statement of about $95,000,000. 
Thus, give or take a few hundred 
thousand dollars, both NBC and 
CBS are coming into the home 
stretch in TV on practically an 
even keel. 

The net profit story, however, is 
something else again. CBS-TV is 
grossing $95,360,000 this year, as 
compared with $69,050,000 last 
year, but the administrative-cost 
structure is such at Columbia that 


|it will realize a greater profit on 
;its gross business than will NBC. 
| On the other hand, NBC is cookin’ 


with biz on its enviable owned-and- 


| operated lineup of TV stations ‘an 


lestimated $10.000,000 
'alone for WNBT, 


Replacing Bouts 


Gillette will go in for a bigtime 
talent splurge on Christmas Day 
as a replacement for its weekly 
NBC-TV fight stanza. In place of 
the tiffs, Gillette is buying a pack- 
age being made up by Music Corp. 
of America with NBC-TV cooper- 
ating. It will be one of the more 


costly Yule units, tab being esti- 


in billings 
the New York 
flagship). 

NBC-TV for the first time—for 
anv network—iopped the $10,000.- 
000 mark for a single month's bill- 
ings, actual figure being $10.394.- 
200. Fact that the early-morning 
TV “Today”. show is winding up 
the year with a virtua! SRO status 
for December, combined with No- 
vember football (General Motors- 
NCAA? billings and one-shot spe- 


'cial biz from motor companies will 


mated at $125,000 for talent and 
production. 
Gillette originally wanted to. 


share a kingsized program with 
Tums, but latter firm chose to go 
it alone and consequently firm was 


' first 


easily influenced by MCA's pitch | 


that it could make up a prize pack- 


|} age for the occasion. 


TV Center? 


The network may try to work 
out a deal for large facilities in’ 


the building that replaces the 
Center, but that’s only in the 
dream stage; +~there probably 


wouldn't be sufficient space, any- 
way. Of more immediate concern 
to NBC is that it cannot and, in 
fact, would not abandon N. Y. as 
a major point of origination, and 
under this thinking it’s wide open 
to proposals that would include | 


|its programming in any projected 


or to be projected building plans, 
privately done or otherwise (there 
having been talk some time back 
that the city would be interested 
in building a TV center). The net- 
work is definitely opposed to any | 
“TV City” of its own in the N. Y. 
metropolitan district, but will latch | 
on to private real estate such as 
the area back of the Roxy Theatre 
where there have been skyscraper 
blueprints for some years. 

Not discounted, either, is the 
role of Chicago as the web's ‘“‘mid- 

(Continued on page 28) 








‘What About Parking? 


The best laid pians of mice 
and motor-bikes oft go awry. 
Actor Jay Barney faces a 
tough problem this evening 
(Wed.) He finishes a stint on 
Joseph Schildkraut’s DuMont 
TV’er at exactly 8:59 tonight 
and is due on stage as Lord 


ard IIL” (City Center) at 9:18, 
exactly 19 minutes later. 

But Barney is a man of no- 
table foresight. He's 
making dry runs on his motor- 
bike from the eastside Du- 
Mont Telecenter on _ 67th, 
N. Y., to the City Center build- 
ing on 55th, between 6th and 
7th avenues. Claims he has 
made it in eight minutes, thus 
he leaves himself 11 minutes 
more for getting into cos- 
tume—or fixing a flat tire. 


Ratcliff in Jose Ferrer’s “Rich- | 
| 
{ 


been | Blandings 


Signed so far are Tyrone Power. 
Audrey Hepburn, Eddie Fisher, 
Rosemary Clooney. Victor Borge. 
and the Boston Pops 
under direction of Arthur Fiedler. 
Others are still being pacted with 
Tony Martin likely to join this 
session. Howard Teichman will 
write and Joe Santley will produce. 
They'll buy an hour’s time to 
11 p. m., but there’s the possibility 
that Gillette will purchase an addi- 
tional half hour, 


JOHN BYRAM TO ABC-TV 





enable NBC to show a $10,000,000 
billings on the year-end books for 
—_ in November and for Decem- 

On the radio side, NBC isn't far- 
ing so well. On the basis of the 
10 months, the network is 
down about $1,400,000 for °53 as 
compared with °52, actual figures 
reading: $38.047,598 for '53 as con- 


'trasted with $39,417,871 for ’52. On 


Orchestra | 


the other hand CBS has grossed 
$51,433,455 for the 10-month period 
compared to $48,287,237 in ‘52. 





McAvity Gets TV 


AS NET STORY EDITOR 


John Byram, former eastern 
story editor for Paramount Pic- 
tures and more recently involved 
in legit production, has joined ABC 
as story editor of the network TV 
program department. He'll report 
directly to Charles M. 
ABC-TV program veep. 

Byram, a vet legit and picture in- 


critic on the N. Y. Times), left Par 
about a year ago to join 
Courtney Burr as co-producer of 
the George Axelrod comedy, 
“pPhffft.” Play never got past the 


| planning stage, however (although 


it’s still on the Burr agenda) and 
Byram took the ABC post. He's 
already at work surveying proper- 
ities for the web's “Motorola TV 
Hour.” 


Hodgins’ Radio Series 


Eric Hodgins, the author of “Mr. 
Builds His Dream 
| House” and who is on the editorial 
board of Fortune mag, has been 





| signed for a radio series by CBS. 


He'll do a weekly 15-minute 
llight - tempoed commentary. 
|Hodgins has been assigned the 


‘Thursday night at 10 period. In 
addition, he will also do the com- 
|mentary when the Philadelphia 


; Orchestra returns to CBS Radio. 


Underhill, | 


with | 


| dustryite (onetime assistant drama | 


Nod, V.P. Stripes 


As anticipated, Tom McAvity has 
been given the nod at NBC as Pat 
Weaver's successor as No. 1 pro- 
gramming man in TV. now that 
Weaver has moved up to the prexy 
spot. With it will go a veepeeship 
for McAvity, with several other 
v.p.’s at the network reporting to 
him. Among these are Fred Wile, 
who is shifting to the Coast as 
radio-TV program chieftain’ in 
Hollywood, and Gus Margraf, vee- 
pee in charge of talent develop- 
ment. Davidson Taylor and Earl 
Rettig, who is shifting from L. A. 
to N. Y., will also report to Mc- 
Avity, whose program directorship 
puts him in charge of operations 
and production. 

Meanwhile there’s some specula- 
tion as to the eventual status of 
veepee Ted Cott, in charge of net- 
work radio programming. Cott has 
huddled with Gen. David Sarnoff 
on the possibility of expanding his 
sphere of operation to include TV 


as well as radio. Meanwhile he re- 


; mains status quo. 


Whatever other 
changes are in the offing are still 
very much iffy, with both Weaver 
and Robert W. Sarnoff, the new 
executive veepee and No. 2 in com- 
mand. biding their time on any 
changes of shifts. 





Francis Goes to Town 
“Talent Patrol,” U. S. Army re- 
cruiting TV'er on ABC with 
femcee Arlene Francis, picked up 
14 more outlets in last six weeks. 
That gives it bigleague status 
web-wise with 20 going live and 


\79 kinnied on the 99-station route. 
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FCC Wants to Know ‘What Happened 
In Buffalo’ on Channel 2 Byplay 


Washington, Dec, 15. +4 

To determine whether a TV ap- 
plication was filed to exact a pay- 
off to drop out and eliminate a 
contest, the FCC last week or- 
dered an inquiry to begin Jan. 8 
on the scramble for channel 2 in 
the Buffalo, N. Y., area. 

In a most unusual proceeding, 
the Commission will attempt to 
discover whether Enterprise Trans- 
mission, Inc., filed its application 
“for the purpose of impeding, ob- 
structing or delaying determina- 
tion on any other application with 
which it may have been in con- 
flict.” 

Agency will also seek to deter- 
mine whether Niagara Frontier 
Amusement Corp., which entered 
into an agreement to merge with 
three other applicants before En- 
terprise filed, “agreed to pay, di- 
rectly or indirectly, consideration 
for the dismissal of the application 
of Enterprise.” 

Finally, the Commission will de- 
cide, on the basis of the testimony. 
whether Niagara’s application 
should be granted. 

Niagara, according to the Com- | 
mission, entered into an agree-| 
ment on Nov. 2 with the then com | 
peting applicants under which it | 
was to file an amendment to its | 
application and the other appli- | 
cants were to request dismissal. 
However, on the day following, | 
Enterprise applied for the channel | 
and. said FCC. “as a result of) 
said filing,’ Niagara did not file its | 
amendment afid the competing ap- 
plicants did not withdraw. 

On Dec. 8, the Commission fe- 
lated, Enterprise requested dis- 
missal of its application and Niag- 
ara amended its application in ac- 
cordance with the Nov. 2 agree- 
ment. 

Agency said it is faced with “a 
serious question” as to é 
Enterprise filed its application in 





j 


“good faith” and whether the cir- | 


cumstances surrounding its with- 
crawal “constituted additional 
consideration for the dismissal of 
an application not filed in good 
faith.” 

The Commission said it is also 
eoncerned as to whether a grant 
ef the Niagara application “would 
Bot subvert the Commission’s pol- 

‘Continued on page 38) 


Trim Buy That’; 
Garry Expanded 


“Till Buy That.” the , Tuesday- 
Thursday afternoon pane! show on 
CBS-TV which Mike Wallace em- 
cees, is being cancelled by Seeman 
Bros. after the Dec. 17 telecast, 
with the show 





whether | 


. “Television 
,movies all rolled up 


svitching to a Fri. | 





No Surprise 

Eddie Cantor being slated 
for next week’s (Dec. 23) 
“This Is Your Life” videocast 
became such an open secret 
that Hazel Bishop will frankly 
herald it. When Ralph Edwards 
started lining up Cantor’s in- 
timates—George Jessel, et al. 
it soon became public. Major 
leak stemmed from the coin- 
cidental Broadway Paramount 
premiere of “The Eddie Can- 
tor Story” (WB), opening at 
the New York deluxer two 
days before Xmas for benefit 
of the Educational Alliance, 
the lower east side of N. Y. 
settlement house where both 





Cantor and Jessel, among 
other show biz greats, at- 
tended. 

Rather than cancel, as oc- 


curred once before when the 
surprise element no longer 
existed, the cosmetic sponsor 

decided to go along with it, | 
€specially because of its rea- | 
listic ballyhoo impact on the | 
Cantor biopic. 


Reginald Gardiner 


| 


Re TV: Tve Had It 








Detroit, Dee. 15. | 

In an interview with Dick Os-! 
good, WXYZ commentator and De- 
troit Free Press television column- , 
ist, actor Reginald Gardiner ex- 
plained why he wanted out of TV) 
after eight weeks on “The Bicker- : 
sons.” 


“I'm not a pill man,” Gardiner 
said he told the producer. “But 
look at me, aspirin. phenobarbital, 
Four Roses. If this is television, 
I've had it.” 

Gardiner, who was in Detroit to 
spend a few evenings with Beatrice 
Lillie at the Shubert, continued: | 
is stage, radio, and 
into one—! 
and one seems to cancel out the 
other.” 


Gardiner complained that his 
work in “The Bickersons” turned | 
|his week topsy-turvy. “You telecast | 
on Tuesday night, then you fall in- | 
to the nearest bar for a couple to 
let down with—that made it Sat-! 
urday night. On Wednesday, you 
didn’t work, so Wednesday became 
Sunday. Then, on Thursday, you} 


started work toward the next flight- | 
mare—that was Monday. | 





ABC ‘Black Tie’ Preem 
For Martin Block In 


sustainingsegment Vacating of the) 


twice-a-week half-hour 
will permit for 
Garry Moore to a 
on those two days, with Moore re- 
taining his present half-hour for- 
mat on the other three afternoons. 

However, CBS-TV is salvaging 
some of the Seeman Bros. biz, with 
the client moving into a quarter- 
hour Moore segment. 
three 15-minutes slots on the “for 
sale” list. 


In contrast to his status a year | 
ago, when the web was mulling the | 


idea of dropping him, Moore has 
become one of the hottest commer- 
cial items on the afternoon TV 
roster. 


CBS-TV TO TRY AGAIN 
ON ‘INT'L AIRPORT’ 


CBS-TV is giving “International 
Airport,” which it shelved last year 





after an initial kinnie treatment, 
another try. New kinnie was shot | 
last week under production aegis 


of Samuel Goldwyn Jr., with Mar- 
cella Cisney megging and Bill Do- 
zier supervising. Thomas Gomez, 
Ruth Warwick and Everett Sloan 
played:-the leads, with Robert Mar- 
riotti featured in a moppet role. 
William Templeton and Leonard 
Kantor scripted. 


Previous try. made by Martin 
Manulis and David Rich, had 
stressed the “intrigue” flavor, but 
was. shelved. New versien, it's 
said, will emphasize character 
vignettes. It's planned as a live 


series, with sets by Lea Kere,. , 


segment | 
an expansion of} 
full 60 minutes, 


That leaves: 


New Year’s Eve Hoopla 


Martin Block will get (and give) 
the plush-carpet treatment New! 
Year’s Eve from ABC in joining the 
web after a longtime association 
with WNEW,N. Y. As his pact ex- | 
pires with WNEW, he'll be sta- 
tioned at ABC's Little Theatre off 


cast-allnite radio show-New Year's 
Eve party for press and show biz | 
personalities. 

He'll take to the air via network | 
simulcast shortly after midnight | 
(following a crowd remote from | 
Times Square by the ABC-TV cam- 
era crews) with a one-hour radio- 
,TV session. He'll then continue 
on AM the rest of the night. Simul- 
cast will feature black-tie guests 
at the “theatre party.” 
| Tentatively scheduled for the 
|“Block party” are John Daly, Ed- 
'die Fisher, Julius LaRosa, Eddie 
Cantor, Perry Como, Rosemary 
Clooney, Jose Ferrer, Mindy Car- 
|son, Vic Damone, Les Paul & Mary 
Ford, Joel Grey and others. Large 
‘band, alternately batoned by Tutti 
/Camarata, Pugo Winterhalter and 
Henri Rene, will play the show. 





Allen’s Coast Quickie 
| With Steve Allen 
‘quickie vacation on the Coast, his 
post-l1l1 p.m. cross-boarder on 
WNBT, the NBC-TV flagship in 
N. Y. will be done by a different 
m.c. each night starting Monday 
(21), 

One of the probabilities for the 
,;chore is Morey Amsterdam ,, 35 { 


‘Rocky’s New Client 


Pharmaceuticals, Inc., has inked 
a two-year pact with DuMont to 
co-sponsor “Rocky King, Detec- 
tive.” Agency Edward Kletter 
Associates handled the deal for 
firm’s RDX and Geritol products. 


American Chicle, co-sponsor of 
the mystery yarn series, continues 
alongside Pharmaceuticals, which 
replaces Kreisler Manufacturing 
Jan. 3. 


Big 10's Big Push 
May Mean End Of 
TV Game of Week 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

The Western Conference (‘Big 
10), as anticipated, came out offi- 
cially last week for regional con- 
trol of college football telecasts. 
The Big 10’s TV committee will 
start to work immediately drafting 
a regional TV program to present 





ito the annual National Collegiate 
| Athletic Assn. conclave Jan. 5-8 in 


Cincinnati. 

Should the Big 10 draw support 
from other key conferences for its 
autonomy TV ambitions, the 
NCAA's national “Game of the 
Week” program, aired via NBC-TV 
the past two years, might not sur- 
vive the convention. If the single 
weekly nationally televised game 
package does win out for next 
year, it’s believed likely that will 
be the final year because of the 
mounting pressure to break the 


| controls down to the regional level. 


If the regional adherents win 


| their point, either this year or the 


next, it could well mean the end of 
networked gridiron telecast on any- 
thing broader in scope than on a 
territorial basis. Under such a pol- 


,icy, with more games open to TV 


On a given Saturday, more. stations 
would have access to them within 
a conference area while there 
would be less cross-country beam- 
ings. 


It’s known that conference execs, 


 NBC-TV’s ‘Operations Plus’ 


Until now on a sotto voce experimental basis, NBC-TV’s foray 
Into “Operation Plug” encompassing every one of its programs 
‘both sponsored and sustaining) will be launched Sunday (20). As 
far as the public is concerned, the gimmick will lend an SRO 
aura to the programming schedules, but in practice it wiil mean 
hundreds of thousands of dollars—not necessarily out of pocket 
but a bookkeeping figure as to time exposure—devoted to the 
“under one roof” admiration idea, | 

Blurbs on network stanzas, public service segments, et al., wil] 
supplement the usual chainbreaks, and looming as a sizable factor 
in the all-out “look, Ma, I’m NBC” pitch will be specially produced 
film footage. Latter will include an old Hollywood technique, the 
trailer, with a flock of these in production now to ballyhoo the 
net’s vidpixers. Considerable bally will also be devoted to TV as 
an industry, supplementing the “name” ad agency-sponsor spots 
already invoked on important sustaining stanzas. 

“Package” stems from office of tele ad-promotion director Jacob 
A. (Jake) Evans who’s set up a four-man production unit tagged 
with that exclusive “intra” function on the one-minute bouncers. 
Unit is under supervision of Clyde Clem, audience promotion 
manager on the tele ramparts whose “supporting cast” includes 
George McNally and Jack Marshall. It’s figured there’ll be 36 to 
40 spots a week to begin with and one special gimmick being 
worked on involves the use of a “live” camera invading the screens 
for “spot news” appearances in surprise formation. 


307 of New Telesets ‘Also UHF’; 
03 Output Up. But Now Dipping 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
Television receiver factories are 
now devoting about 30° of thei¢ 














TV Scoreboard 


oar a yA vedatpes hah oo production to sets with tuning fa- 
Stations authorized. : : : | 618 cilities for UHF stations, according 
UHF authorized......... 308 | 0 @ report issued here by the Ra- 
Dormdts tant wack. on oe dio-Electronics-TV Manufacturers 
Applicantts pending..... 379 | SS. 

Applications in hearing... 161 Report shows that of the 680,433 


sets turned out in October, 202,605 
were equipped for UHF reception. 
For the first 10 months of the year, 
when TV set production aggregat- 
ed 6,204,803 units, output of UHF 


® 
TV Station Okays 

. ‘ big eed pg 1,122,507 sets, 
For B alto, Miami :<22"= ious thu She take of 0 


| year ago but the turnout of sets 
| during. the 10-month period has al- 


Washington, Dec. 15. | ready exceeded that for the full 











Additional TV stations for Balti-| year of 1952. The indications are 
,mere and Miami were among au- | that 1953 output will be around 
'thorizations for six outlets issued | §.000.000 sets. The highest year so 
last week by the FCC. These far for the industry was in 1950, 
; brought to 618 the number of sta-| when production totaled 7,463,000 


_with new stations popping up, the | Which received a permit for UHF 


ity of tax-supported institutions, | 4%e for ultra high operation. 

haye been subjected to strident de-| The fifth TV outlet for Balti- 
mands from viewers to expose|™ore was authorized to Richard 
more local contests to TV. Also Eaton’s United Broadcasting Co. 


broadcasters, often influential with Channel 18. This makes the second 


sets. 


On Nov. 1, telesets in the U. S. 
stood at 26,364,000, with the Octo- 
ber increase a whopping 674,000, 
according to the regular monthly 
tabulation by Hugh M. Beville Jr., 


Broadway for a combined simul-! 


taking aj} 


| State legislatures, have been yelling 


to get into the football TV act. 
The Big 10 left no doubt that it 


| would fight hard for regional juris- 
, diction, warning that unless some 


such policy is adopted “there is the 
likelihood of an entire collapse of 
the NCAA program.” 


Pinky Vice Gabby 


Comic Pinky Lee 





will 

late 
origi- 
nate in Hollywood starting Jan. 4. 

Hayes went to the Coast last 
week with execs of packagers Mar- 
tin Stone Productions to work out 
a new format, also 
from there, 


Lee's stanza will be live three! 


days a week and pre-recorded the 
other two, latter method appar- 
ently for lack of studio space. 








The Face on the TV Tube 


The day of George Orwell's 


“big brother” is ominously 
near at hand. Orwell, in his 
novel “1984,” described the 


face on the TV screen, the face 
that couldn’t be made to disap- 
pear, that destroyed all hope 
for privacy. 

Francey Lane, featured singer 
on the Morey Amsterdam ear- 
ly morning stanza on WNBT, 
New York, exploded into a 
Long Island living room and 
stayed for 51 hours. When the 
novelty of the fixed image 
wore off or, rather, on through 
the next show, “Ding Dong 
School,” housewife Mrs. Jerry 
Travers turned the TV set off, 
but Miss Lane stayed. L. I. 
electronic engineer Ray Clur- 
man was called in, and he ex- 
plained that the face had 
burned itself into the phos- 
phorescent inner lining of the 
cathode tube but would event- 
ually disappear, which it did. 

Miss Lane was singing “T'll 
Be Home for Christmas” at the 
close of her show when it hap- 
pened, and, for awhile, it 
looked like she meant it. , ; 





replace | 
‘Gabby Hayes on NBC-TV’s 
_afternoon strip which will 


emanating | 


NBC research and planning di- 


or rector. October hike is specially 
|. The Miami-Biscayne TV Corp., significant as set against the rise 


, headed by Nathaniel J. Klein, at-| in co : i 
torney, was awarded a permit for | of ay = aes 
CHF channel 33 in Miami, £iVINE | growth was equalled only three 
the area its second ultra high au-| times since lifting of the freeze 
berg” Only one station in) on new stations and only four 
| Miami, a VHF, is in operation. | ¢j ine 1. hi ; ie 
| Multimillionaire oil man H. L.! nee vee ys Seen. Maen its 


r | conside i "§ 
Hunt was authorized to start the | red that the increase was 


— = : ..- |Made in the midst of national at- 
— TV station in Corpus Christi, | tention focussed on the coming of 
egg ps yr . which | color video, it represents remark- 

S tece! o the area. | able strides i s . 
Applications for two VHF channels | nein Che ener ot the mene 


in Corpus Christi are in contest. <eemneee. Apeerettty & sizable 


‘ 4 | chunk—nearly half, it’s reported— 
_ The second station for Asheville, | of new sets pl credited ange 
N. C., where an ultra high outlet is | up of new stations 
on the air, was authorized to radio| Since Jan. 1 the sale of receiv- 


station WCOS. 'ers reached the 5,130,000 mark, 


ultra high for Baltimore. 

















rhe third VHF station for Ama- against a 10-month 1952 record of 
rillo, Tex., was authorized to radio | 2,974,000. 
for Duluth, Minn., where an ultra 
high outlet is in operation, was B h 9 
Initial decisions were also issued | ac em S No. y 
grants for ultra high stations in S 
E 
| The Commission scheduled hear- pot at DuMont 
,ings to begin Jan. 8 on three com- 
in Norfolk, Va., where one VHF | Bachem to Ted Bergmann’s pres- 
and a third UHF is soon to go into|the web when the latter replaces 
operation. Chris Witting as overall chief on 
tional sales manager. 
4 ‘ a assistant to Bergmann who held 
Adopting Adoption the title of director of network 
| 
| Rybutol, via BBD&O, has bought | Mont brass and Bergmann moved 
the Saturday 7-7:30 p.m. slot on | into that job. About the same time, 
\“Up For Adoption.” It’s an agency- |ePlace the new general manager, 
‘developed show, and the web is} 22d Bachem, with the web since 


outlet KLYN and the first VHF . 
| awarded to KDAL. 

by FCC examiners looking toward 
trie, Pa., and Corpus Christi, Tex. 

peting applications for channel 10 DuMont is boosting John H. 

and two ultra highs are on the air|ent post as general manager of 

“ABC p F B f Jan. 1. At present Bachem is na- 

onders be ore Until this summer Bachem was 

TV |Sales. Then the job of general 

As Rybutol Entry manager was created by top Du- 

ABC-TV for a new show called|Gerty Martin was brought in to 

examining it carefully before it ac- | ‘#9, remained where he was. Ap- 


‘cepts the order. Format has been! Parently only job titles were 
{submitted to ABC program veep | Changed: Martin was called new 
| Charles Underhill for an okay, but | director of national sales and 


| understood there’s a question of ; Bachem, national sales managet. 
|taste involved. | Martin was the boss. 


Vitamin outfit would move into| One of Bergmann’s first acts as 
| the time vacated by Paul -White- | director-designate was to leapfrog 
}man’s “TV Teen Clwb,” which re- | Bachem past Martin. 
cently moved over to Sundays at | Bachem came to DuMont after 4 
7:30. “Up For Adoption” is slated 12-year hitch on CBS radio sales 
dfor a Jan. 16 start. thee sob 


«yj UStaffe schosieh«: 
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NEGRO-SLANTED RADIO NETWORK 


Race for Cancer-Free Ciggie 


Apprehensions and anxieties bordering on panic gripped the 
cigaret companies and their advertising agencies in the wake of 
jast week’s widespread publicity given medicos’ reports showing 
cigaret smoking induces lung cancer, with the attendant stock 


market repercussions. 


If the ad agency execs registered the same fears as the tobacco 
bosses, it’s because millions upon millions of dollars in ad coin, 
the greater portion of it channelled into radio-TV _rogramming, 


are at stake. 


However, as one tobacco man put it, with the race now on 
among the rival companies to be first with a cancer-free ciggie 
formula, it could well have a salutary effect, rather than a negative 


one, on future AM-TV appropriations. 


Obviously, he reasons, the 


cigaret firms aren’t going to take it lying down; there’s too much 


at stake. 


With result that from the moment the boys lay claim 


to a new cancer-free formula, the campaigns and coin expendi- 
tures will probably be unprecedented. 


Nonetheless it still leaves an area of confusion. 


How, it’s asked, 


can the tobacco men rid ciggies of their supposed cancer blight if 
the medicos themselves haven't yet unearthed the precise ele- 
ments within the cigaret that cause the disease? 








NBC Radio's ‘Road Show’ Going After 
Those 26,000,000 Auto Listeners 


NBC intends to dent those 26,-¢ 


000,000 auto radios even if it is 
forced to follow each chauffeur 
with a hammer. Based on the prin- 
ciple that mobile receivers repre- 
sent roughly a fifth of the U.S. 
total, web program veepee Ted 
Cott is going to attack ’em on the 
highways and byways with a series 
tailored strictty for that crowd on 
Saturday in an “Operation Block- 
buster” with an aura of a minor 
marathon. 

Intensive research shows that 
the peak Saturday listening hours 
for the auto society are 2 to 6 p.m., 
with slight variations during the 
span. So the web’s omnibuster for- 
mat will encompass all four hours 
with a “Road Show” tag aimed di- 
rectly at out-of-home dialers and 
including a series of gimmicks 
from which they won't be able to 
escape, 

There’s a unique and unprece- 
dented network giveaway motif in- 
volved. Since the free-for-all via 
the phone doesn’t apply, “Road 
Show” will use license plates for 
the jackpot jockeying. A “Mr. 
Safety” will be deployed in a dif- 
ferent area of the country each 
Saturday with a  phonemobile 
hookup whereby he can call in the 
plate number of a driver who's 


(Continued on page 37) 


Tums Coin for TV 
Xmas Stocking’ 


Although ’twas hoped to wrap 
Up four sponsors on the one-shot 
‘Christmas Stocking” hoopla the 
NBC-TV has slotted for Dec. 22 
‘in the Berle time while comic is 
honey mooning for three semesters), 
lums ran its own interference and 
caplured the whole block. When 
the sales pitch got underway, Tums 
Was down for a half-hour and Gil- 
lette for a quarter, with the other 





; minutes dangled before another 
ne — a hl 4 

per der, here Was considerable 
Jousting for preeminence. with 


one then stepping in to bid on 
‘© whole chunk and Gillette, 
meantime, going to bat on its own 


$i ‘ is ” : 
che Latter is a Christmas Day 


Y ion with a free wheeling 
ti string attached (see separate 
tory ‘ 


fen \¢ 
be eating up the Tums menu will 
Oder’ Montgomery, Ezio Pinza, 


To as and Eddie Albert, plus 
Shaw Jane Kean and Robert 
ar ees ore with music by Har- 
ducine va, Batry Wood is pro- 
billing ‘and show has that color 
al) po dttached via dress rehears- 


Greg Garrison directing and 


Robert Smith scripting, 





Prep Hackett Series 
_ Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
first of their outside proj- 
; under their new non-exclusive 
: : ing deal for Martin & Lewis. 
red immons and Norman Lear are 
; at Xing their “Bury the Hatchet” 
. nedy series as a possible ve- 
cle for comic Buddy Hackett. 
‘. Morris office is handling“ ® 


As t} 
ect 
scr} 
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Al Schwartz 


and 


Sherwood Schwartz 


have written an amusing satire on 
falling ratings titled 


Comedian Little 


- * * 


a bright byline piece in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
DUE SOON 











ABC Feels Way 
Into Mag Concept 
Via Carroll TV er 


With available blue-chip spon- 
sors now at a minimum, ABC-TV 
is feeling its way into the “divided 
segment” field with a 10-minute 
breakdown plan on its Wednesday 


night Jean Carroll situation com- 


edy series, “Take It From Me.” 


Net is selling the half-hour in 
three 10-minute participations, a 
la NBC's “Your Show of Shows.” 


Exact cost per segment, which con- 
sists of a one-minute announce- 
ment plus billboards, hasn't been 
decided yet, since there's a station 
clearance problem to hurdle. With 
the show currently a= sustainer, 
clearance is low, but should the 
net be able to sell a segment, more 
stations presumably would be able 
to clear. 

Rate would be a combination of 
one-third the talent cost (total runs 
about $18,000 weekly) plus one- 
third the half-hour rate, rather 
than the more expensive straight 
10-minute rate. Sponsor, however, 
wouldn't be buying 10 minutes of 
time, but rather the participation, 
Web is thus far feeling 
into the “magazine” concept, and 
thus far it’s confined to the Carroll 
starrer, but the net toppers are 
convinced they’ve got to come up 
with buys that can attract mod- 
erate-budgeted advertisers, and at 
the same time get themselves olf 
the sustaining hook with some of 
their more expensive properties. 





Ken Craig to Coast 

Chicago, Dec. 15 
Ken Craig, exec assistant to Chi 
CBS veep H. Leslie Atlass for the 
past four years, shifted to the web 
side yesterday (Mon.) and will be 
assigned to the CBS Hollywood 

operation in an exec capacity. 
No formal replacement has been 
made as yet, but Newell Schwin is 
taking over some of Craig's duties 

here. bn J2 04 da 


its way | 


‘) p.m. slot. 


CET JAN. PREM, 
CDONSORS SIC 


The first 
programming and advertising aimed 


in the process of formation for a 
mid-January start, and by kickoff 
date will embrace some 12,000,000 
Negroes in the nation’s 40 largest 
colored communities. 

Web, which is being formed by 
vet Negro ad exec and marketing 
consultant Leonard Evans, togeth- 
er with Jack Wyatt and Reggie 
Schuebel of the station rep-time- 
already has sponsors, programs 
for a time headed his own agency, 
then repped Ebony mag, was the 
first Negro exec in a 4A agency 
as an account supervisor with 
Arthur Myerhoff and latterly has 
acted as a Negro market consult- 
ant, will be president. Wyatt will 
act as exec v.p., while Schuebe! is 
to be treasurer-v.p. Cab Calloway 





| ent advisor, while other prominent 
Negroes and member-station own- 
ers will also serve on the board. 
Network, whose name is National 


Negro Network Inc., is a Chi cor-} 
but will establish sales | 


poration, 
and probably administrative head- 
| quarters in New York. 


While formation of the network | 


is one of the first big forward- 
stepping developments in radio 
over the past several years, it 
doesn't come as a complete sur- 
| prise in view of the fantastic 
| growth of the stations and adver- 
i tisers aiming at the Negro market. 
While only four stations  pro- 
| grammed for Negroes 10 years ago, 
now there are a total of 260 sta- 
j}tions in the field, with four in 
'New York alone. Virtually every 
,Mational sponsor has at one time 
/or another used these stations for 
| campaigns, with a good many stay- 
jing on the outlets as continual 
| bankrollers. 
Pet Milk, PM Sign 
Network has already signed Pet 


Milk and Philip Morris as co- 
sponsors of a new  fivé-a-week : 
{quarter-hour soaper, “The Story 


of Ruby Valentine,” with Juanita 
Hall s«ex-"South Pacific’) in the 
lead. Web is plotting three other 
quarter-hour soap strips in order 
to. give the affiliates a solid hour- 
long soap block and has also set 
Calloway as host in a _ half-hour 
once-weekly mystery series called 
“It's a Mystery, Man.” 

While Wyatt stressed that the 
development of the network was 
undertaken as an economic meas- 
ure designed to provide advertisers 
with a national Negro circulation 
and not as a social “cause,” forma- 
tion of the will open broad 
new vistas for Negro thesps and 
writers, as well as other creative 
and sales personnel. Negroes will 
act in all the programs, and while 
the writimg end will use both Ne- 
groes and white scripters, the plan 
for the Negroes eventually to 
take over the top editorial spots. 

Wvatt compares establishment 
of the net to the formation a few 
years back of Ebony mag, the first 
Negro-produced and Negro-slanted 
publication on a national basis 
Several well-established Negro 


? 
wt 


1s 


(Continued on page 37) 


STERLING CANCELLING- 
MUTUAL ‘LADIES FAIR’ 


Chicago, Dee. 15 
Muiual’s morning lineup gets hit 
hard when Sterling Drugs checks 
off Dec. 31. its ¢ross-the-board 
{sponsorship of the half-hour “La- 
| dies Fair" strip. Web had consid- 
| 


/ 


ered dropping the audparticipa- 
| tiqner but after negotiating a new 
'deal with emcee Tom Moore who 


owns the package, will reslot the 
show in an afternoon period for 
another 13 weeks. 


“Fair” will shift times with the 
| Harry Wismer-hosted “Wonderful 
City” strip on Jan, 4, with “City” 


going in at 10:30 a.m. (CST) and 
‘the former taking over the 1:30 


national nétwork for, 


at the 15,000,000 U. S. Negroes is | 


buying firm of Wyatt & Schuebel, | 


and stations lined up. Evans, who! 


will be a board member and tal- | 











CBS-TV ‘Studo One’ Producer 


Felix Jackson 
discourses on 


Millions Look and 


Listen—One By One 


” » - 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the 


48ih Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 














WPIX Sets Banner 


i 


$374,000 Nov. Biz; 
437, Hike Over 52 


WPIX, New York TV _ indie 
owned by the Daily News. grossed 
$374.000 for November—a new al!- 
time high which is 21% better than 
any other month in the station’s 
history and 43° higher than the 
| $262,000 grossed during the same 
period in 1952. 

A recent shift in programming 
policy by general manager Fred 
Thrower is in good part respon- 
sible for the large increase in sta- 
tion biz) WPIX bore a decided 
sports identification mark for a 
number of years. However, two 
months ago a more diversified pro- 
gram was adopted. The number of 
events televised from Madison Sq 
Garden will drop from last vear's 
some 150 odd to 49 and sports will 
be limited to four nights a week 
enough in the estimation of Throw- 
er to hold the sports audience 
while gaining new viewers 

A 140° hike in film program- 
ming by Thrower, with a cross- 
board feature film arrangement a 
couple of times daily plus a mys- 
tery block Sunday eves that car- 
ries many MCA syndications, and 
other items. has accounted for 38 
of the $374,000 gross. Revenue 
from live programming jumped by 
26°° for November over same 
month last vear, and sports coin 
was upped 27° for that period 
Better three-fifths 


than of al] 
shows in WPIX’s 80-hour program 
ming week were sponsored. The 
general increase in incoming coin 
began in September before Throw 
er’s revised schedule began full 
strength. This is an'tindication 
the general increase in TV grosses 
everywhere that began this fall 
September of this vear saw WPIX 
billings up to 30 over 
year and 35 in October. 


STAN FREBERG NOW 
A CBS RADIO ACTOR 


Stan Freberg, 
ter jackpot 
turning 
thesping 
comedy 


ol 


go 


last 





who hit the plat- 
with “Dragonet,” is 
radio actor first 
ailtempt in a tuation 
scheduled to preem next 
month on CBS Show is called 
“That's Rich” and will originate 
from the Coast It will probabls 
get a Friday night time slot. Audi- 
tion record played for CBS board 
chairman William S. Paley won his 
immediate okay. 

Actually “That's Rich” repre- 
sents a refurbishing of an ex-NBC 
radio show called “Cousin Willie” 
which program veepee Ted Cott 
lopped off the schedule to make 
way for for his “Magic 28” roster 
of new entries. Homer Canfield, 
ex-NBC, who owns the package, in- 
terested CBS in converting he 
| property for Freberg. It will have 
ithe same writers and director as it 
idid on NBC, ' ae 


(his 


Sit 


lair personaiity. 


Steve Allen ‘Tonight’ Show On 
Weaver NBC-TV Program Agenda 


+ Now that the “Pat Weaver way” 


of programming appears to have 
won the blessing of beard chair- 
man David Sarnoff, one of the 
early projects on the new NBC 
prexy’s agenda will probably be 
the realization of his long-nurtured 
hope of recapturing the time from 
the affiliates for a late night net- 


work counterpart of the morning 
“Today” show. 
Weaver's ambitions for a “To- 


night’’ show is a hangover from his 
NBC days when, as programming 
chief, he inaugurated the Satur- 
day night concept of participating 
sponsorship (“Show of Shows” and 
“All Star Revue” and the “inser- 
tion” advertising on “Today.” The 
idea for a “Tonight” show was 
just beginning to percolate when 
Weaver and his plans were “put 
in camphor” while riding out the 
Frank White regime. 

Added incentive in reactivating 
the “Tonight” plan is the emerg- 
ence of the “Steve Allen Show” 
on WNBT. the web's N. Y. flagship, 
as one of the more solid late night 
live entries of the year. Allen and 
his show would be the jumping- 
off place in the expansion of the 
network's nighttime roster. Allen 
is presently seen 11:20 to midnight, 
but the plan is to expand the pro- 
gram for network purposes to 90 
minutes, with a 12:50 a.m. signoff. 

NBC has been having difficulty 
recapturing the 10:30-11 p.m. pe- 
riod ‘station time’ for network pro- 
gramming. But it's figured that, 
once the 11-11:20 local news shows 
gre out of the way, the stations 
would be only too glad to give 
their facilities to the web for a 
major livé showcase, particularly a 
sponsored one. 

While most Stations still ride 
along with feature films at that 
late hour, the return to a preten- 
tious live stanza, it’s felt, would 
be a welcome one. 


Spike Jones Into 
Fx-Bonino Slot 


Spike Jones will! fill the Saturday 
night vacancy that's caused by the 
Dec. 26 cancellation of Ezio Pinza's 
“Bonino”™ on NBC-TV. “Bonino’ 
slotting is at 8, but Pet Milk. which 





sponsors “Original Amateur Hour” 
at 8:30 and has an option on the 
whole hour ‘fer possible extension 
of the Ted Mack show to 60 min- 
utes some time in the future'. may 
want to go at 8 and give Jones 
the segue period 

Pacting of Jones removes from 
consideration an earlier report 
thai Mickey Rooney's new vidpix 
series would go into the spot. with 
the situation comedy up in the air 
on this point. Jones’ format would 
be his regular “Craziest Show in 
the World Troupe” plus weekly 
guestars among whom will be Ben 
Blue Harpo Marx, Cass Daley, 
Jack Carson and Dick Wesson 
Stanza will be live trom the Coast 
with Joe Bigelow the probable 
proauce! Latter is Jones’ regular 
Lastermind and, incidenially, 
reined Jackie Gleason a few sea- 
sons ago. with Gleason, of course, 
dominant in the 8 to 9 picture on 


CBS-T\ 


FESLER EXITS GRID 
TO PARTNER WDGY 


Minneapolis Der 15 
Wes Feslet l of Minnesota 
football coach for the past three 
years. has resigned to become a 
partner in and veepee and sports 
direct of local radio station 
WDGY 
An independent operation, 
WDGY is owned by a Minneapo- 
group and managed by C. L. 
Hageman, veteran in radio field 
here. It's one of 11 Twin Cities’ 


radio stations 
During the football season Fes- 
ler has had his own television and 
radio shows on other stations and 
made a name for himself as an 
: Phe 


’ , 
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the net run was 10:30 Sunday 
night, the second edition, slotted at 
the same time against the identical 
bigleague competition of “What's 
My Line?”, the score is slightly 
upbeat, with 13.7 vs. 12 for the 
Goodson-Todman show. 
‘Badge’ Hot In Chi, Hub 

“Badge 714”: Comparison with 
top-ranked “Dragnet’ from which 
it stems may not make much sense, 
but “Badge” has been in there 
pitching. In 9 out of the 10 cities 
“which can compare first and sec- 
ond-run ratings, it has increased 
the audiences for the time period 
in which it is shown.’ In Boston at 
2 p.m. Saturday it clocked a 22.9 
against NCAA football’s 10.4; in 
Chi, the stanza took over a period 
with a last-place rating of 1.5 and 
hiked it to a No. 1 score of 20 
against “This Is Show Business,” 


“Fireside Theatre’ and “Make 
Room for Daddy.” all network 
stanzas with the last two being 
film; in N.Y., on indie WOR-TV 
and competing with four flagships. 
“Badge” had the third highest 
ARB. 

In other areas, “Badge” has 
been slotted in “trouble spots” 


with Cincy. Columbus and Dayton 
setting it against “I Love Lucy.” As 
a second-placer, it upped audiences 
for the time period, which may be 
the real story on reruns entered 
against “Top 10” stanzas. In Frisco, 
vs. “Kraft TV Theatre,” it got a 
32.6 to rate No. 1 in the time; in 
L.A. it was also on top with 26.2 
ws. “Mirror Theatre” and “Ethel & 
Albert.” ‘In several cases. it will 
be noted. NBC Film _ Division 
properties are up against NBC net- 
work shows.) 

“Captured” in Celumbus, with 
strong opposition, drew 21 for top 
place, whereas in the web run as 
“Gangbusters,’ with lesser compe- 
tition, the score was 21.1; in De- 


TV Film Chatter 
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on his CBS show this Saturday (19) 
... Phyllis Kirk on “The Web” 
Sunday ‘20) in “The Closing Net” 
... Jay Jostyn, the D. A. of “Mr. 
District Attorney” in AM. replaces 
Ken Smith as announcer on Co- 
lumbia vid’s “Philip Morris Play- 
house” ... Ken Englund to fly to 
the Coast to script pilot film of 
NBC's Helen Halpin - William 
Demarest comedy series under 
aegis of producer Adrian Samish 
who’s been there for some weeks 
readying Robert E. Sherwood's 
lay for video .. . About 200 CBS- 

V emplovees on the Coast were 
given “Parkoa”’ card keys used for 
a special non-attendant parking lot 
at CBS-TV City. They drive in 
and park. with gate opening as car 
crosses an approach treadle. 
get out. they must have the card 


























to insert in exit slot ... Brandon 
de Wilde, kid star of ABC-TV 
“Jamie,” done up by Jack Long 
for January issue of American 


Magazine in article labeled “Have 
You a ‘Whiz Kid’ in Your Home?” 
- . . Among sponsor and agency 


men who turned out for NBC's re- iy 


hearsal colorcast of “Show of 
Shows” were Rod Erickson and 
Jim Boyce ‘Y & R'. Ben Lazarus 
(Benrus', J. & L. Tarcher ‘Cecil & 
Presbrey). Roger Whitman (Bris- 
tol-Myers). Harry Ireland ‘Doher- 
ty). Jim De Long ‘TWA). Hal Davis 
(K & E). Among networkites were 
Ted Cott, Dick Pack and Ernie 
Otto .. Norman Felton is regular, 
non-alternating director on Lucky 
Strike segment of “Robert Mont- 
gomery Presents.” However, for 
the Johnson's Wax segment, James 


Sheldon rotates with Perry Laf- 
ferty. 

Maurice L. Levy, NBC. staff 
Cameraman in charge of Dallas 


office of web's telenews, awarded 
Dallas Press Club’s palm for cov- 
erage of dedication of Falcon 
Dam, joint U. S.-Mexico project 
for providing waterpower. Cita- 
tion read, “For journalistic 
achievement as result of his dra- 
matic flight from Rio Grande Val- 


ley to Dallas to set a new speed! 


record for TV film coverage.” 

Paul Hartman in from the Coast 
for huddles at ABC-TV on his 
“Pride of the Family” series .. . 
Harold Goldman, Comet Television 
Films sales manager, off for a 
combined vacation-business — trip 
- .. Joe Kirkwood made a special 
film which was shown at the Savoy 
Plaza last night (Tues.) in which 
he thanked N. Y. Police Commis- 
sioner George Monaghan for 
awarding the “Joe Palooka” char- 
acter a membership in the Police 
Legion of Honor. 





~ Vidpix Second-Runs 
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troit, taking over a slot rated 2.7, 
it went up to 12.4 and is riding in 
first position; in L.A., pitted against 
formidable Saturday night shows, | 
it hiked the slot from 2.5 to 6.6| 
upon its entry in that multi-outlet | 


market; in Frisco, the show has 
been moved around in three time 
berths but showed a 12.1 average. 


“The Visitor’ rates comparison 








|in Frisco was 20.6—compared to 





To* 


with parent “The Doctor” in only 
a few instances. Its followup score 


| the debut rating of 15.1—and with 
_that mark headed all other seg- 
;ments in the slotting; Salt Lake 
City, a 13.9 against Arthur Godfrey, 
and in Dayton last month culled a | 
| 13.7 to lead the competitive sta- | 
'tion’s 11.1. 
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family fare that leaves the looker 
| with the good feeling of -seeing 
justice done and peaceful commu- 
nity life restored. 


Walter Sande, a sheep rancher, 
is obsessed with the gnawing 
| thought that Ron Hagerty was re- 
sponsible for his son’s death in an | 
auto crackup and is determined to 
drive him out of town. Hagerty’s 
voung brother, a fine little actor 
named Lee Aaker, becomes friend- 
-ly with Sande’s sheepdog and 
; When the pooch breaks out to fol- 
lew him to his cabin. Hager is 
accused of dognaping him. The kid 
and his pet flee to the hills and 
the close friendship between the 
two becomes overpowering when 
the dog nuzzles up to his injured 
pal. Sande is finally convinced | 
that it was his son who was drunk 
at the time of the accident and all 
is forgiven. 

Given a meaty script with all the 
emotional sweep of the age-old 
friendship between a boy and his 
dog. Wisbar avoided exaggerated 
overplay to achieve dramatic ac- | 
tion. Young Aaker gives a moving 
performance and Hagerty is first 
rate as the hounded youth. Femme 
roles are ably discharged by Fiona 
O’Shiel and Ruta Kilmonis. 

Helin. 


[NBC Hell Bent | 
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way” for program originations. it 
being pointed out that Chi. while 
a contributor of some major shows, 
has hardly had its surface scratched 
from the view of bigtime emana- 
tions. 

With the scrapping of the Cen-, 
ter and International, NBC will be 
down to a slow walk on studio 
space for the big league programs. 
Outside of renting theatres and 
using its Rockefeller Center facili- 
ties, the only other space it has is 
the old Vitagraph studio ‘‘way out” 
‘in Brooklyn. So for the time be- 

ing. at any rate, the net’s eves face 
west to bridge the gap between 
theatre dismantling and the rising 


of new structures as possible re- 
placements. 

The tapping of a number of 
execs for N. Y.-to-Hollywood as- 


signments appears to emphasize 
the web’s “immediate future” 
timetable with respect to program- 


|ming—and a program without a 


decent home may just as well die 
on the operating table. But even 
so, N. Y. will still be the program- 
ming boss as witness the fact that 


‘Frederick W. Wile Jr., transfer- 
|ring to the Coast as v.p. of the 





Cautious Coe 


Cast flying out to the Coast 
for origination there last Sun- 
day (13) of Wally Cox-starred 
and Fred Coe-produced ‘Mr. 
Peepers” hopped planes one at 
a time. 

Idea, of course, follows the 
traditional principle of not 
putting all eggs into one basket 
in case of a crash. 








“net's TV programs division, will 


report “administratively” to Pacific 
Division v.p. John K. West but 
“functionally” to N. Y.’s Tom 
McAvity, who’s been put in charge 
of the division. 

As a_postcript to “Operation 
Burbank,” there’s at least a minor 
trend developing in that direction 
right now with the departure for 
the Coast last week of Joe Clair, 
Martin Stone’s production head 
and writer-producer of the Gabby 
Hayes show (Hayes accompanied 
him). Clair is making arrange- 
ments for the alfalfa man’s basing 
from there starting next month. 


Comet 
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Politz survey on “Importance of 
are such statements as: 


seven days, it has reached 88. 


AM’s ( 
people are, accompanies them 


the listeners are.” 
“in car while driving” audience 


Developed also are new data 


Radio's ‘Universal Listenership’ 


Among salient points in the voluminous figures involved in the 


Radio in Television Areas Today” 


In an average day, two out of three adults listen to the radio. 
All day long the audience changes, but all day long it accumulates. 
A total of 20% of the people in TV areas listen to radio before 
breakfast. By the time people go to bed, radio has reached no 
less than 65 out of every 100 people in TV areas. By the end of 


“Such universal listening is possible because everyone owns a 
sadio and radio is almost everywhere you go.” 

In the sub-classification “where people listen,” the study shows 
“characteristic of mobility.” 


Radio penetrates wherever 
wherever they go. The medium 


acquires its huge audience because it is available to people at all 
times, in all places, and no matter what else they may be doing. 

Sampling develops the importance of multiple sets such as those 
in the kitchen, and also indicates that it’s this dispersion which 
precludes accurate measurement of size of audience by rating 
service—‘“it accounts for their inability to describe who and where 


In treating out-of-home listening, the heretofore unmeasured 


in TV areas alone is shown to be 


“as big as some other media all together.” 


on nighttime listening—between 


supper and bedtime AM reaches almost 18,000,000 people in TV 


areas for an average of 104 minutes, with attentiveness of audience 
increasing strongly in the evening, 

Publishers of the book embodying the report announced that the 
NARTB and BAB have purchased “thousands” of copies for dis 
tribution to U.S. business leaders. The team which produced the 
work after Politz delivered the findings consisted of Joseph Thorn- 
dike, ex-managing editor of Life; Oliver Jensen, former associate 
ed. of Life, and James Parton, former assistant to the president 
of the N.Y. Herald Tribune. A check by VARIETY of several impor- 
tant network radio execs on Monday (14) revealed that while some 
of them had received press releases, they had not yet come into 


possession of the book. In every case they made a beeline for the 





phone to arrange getting a copy. 

In the back of the book was the usual “permission to reproduce 
or quote all or any portions will be freely granted,” but with the 
qualifier, “all such copy must first be submitted to sponsoring 
stations or their representatives, Henry I. Christal Co.” 
newspapermen and others concerned with the printed word on an 


Trade 


important industry subject raised their collective eyebrows at the 


One research head, lauding the poll for its “valuable contribu- 
tion,’ said that it “could not, of course, replace a quantitative 


analysis.” 


“submission of copy” phrase. 
| 





ing the’ new Collier Young-pro- 
duced “Holiday” series starring Ida 
Lupino, Joan Fontaine and Ed- 


mund O’Brien, has just completed | 
with Errol |« 


a participation deal 
Flynn for a European-produced in- 
ternational variety series to star 


Flynn, and is prepping production | 
on a homemaking series starring | 


Ruth Chatterton and an adventure 
series with gambling expert John 
Scarne. 

In addition. firm is acting as dis- 
tributors of 104 four-minute exer- 
cise films with Phelina Barden, a 


group of medical pix that previous- | 
showcased on NBC-TV’s! 


Iv were 
“Today,” 39 four-minute family 
counseling films with Fletcher 
Hardy, 


pix and a 
Roach Christmas pic _ starring 
Maureen O'Sullivan titled ‘The 
Lamb in the Manger.” 

Scarne and Miss_ Chatterton 
series go before the cameras in 
February in Washington, with Na- 
tional Video Productions slated to 


| turn out 39 15-minute “Something 


for the Girls” homemaking shows 
and Harold Keats slated to roll 26 
15-minute “Adventures of John 
Scarne” pix. 
day” pix have been completed and 


go into syndication after the first | 
{of the year. 














graphed and (2) the specific film 
medium to be employed. Within 
this problem is the planning of fu- 
ture production with determina- 
tion of the film medium as the “un- 
known quantity.” 

Most executives-technicians in 
this field say that regardless of 
completed pictures or planned out- 
put, whether features or spots, it 
must be taken for granted that 
local sponsors will assume a com- 
plexion of “big business” for sup- 
‘pliers of tinted commercial plugs 
as well as hued films in general. 
Word has gone out also that labs | 
manufacturing duplicating films or! 
prints must be made keenly aware | 
| that the print is for TV transmis- | 
sion, With the caution sign up in 
that color projection for tele brings 
up transmission problems not ap- | 
plicable in ordinary projection. 

This and other highly technical 
abracadabra are giving some of the 
commercial vidpixers sleepless 
nights. As one color film consult- 
ant put it last week, “We must |} 
achieve an end result in 16m color | 
prints (for smaller stations) re-| 
gardless of the photographic me- 
dium employed in the past or to be | 
used in the future. If, however, | 
you are photographing shows for | 
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sorporation setup. 


Sobel & Crane Colorfilms 
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network acceptability, then the 
35m medium should be employed.” 

Thus the Sobel-Crane extension- 
expansion move, with key Chicago 
on the No. 1 rampart after New 
York and Hollywood, hints at a 
similar “thrust to the west” by 
other outfits with their eyes firmly 
fixed on the color scheme. Sobel 


has been in commercial motion pic- | 


ture business for about 25 years, 


| Starting with Consolidated Film In- 
_dustries, Du Art Film Labs and Ad- | 


vance Trailer. In 1939 he started 
his own business, Cineffects, Inc., 
in the same building as Color Serv- 
ice, which has been going for six 
years. 
ground and with some of the same 
companies as Sobel worked for be- 
fore joining him as partner in 
Color Service. He was plant super- 
intendent of Du Art, 1934-40, 
worked for Loew’s International, 
and during the war was with the 
Signal Corps as a civilian on lab 


| work for the Government. 


Color Service staff is about 45, 
with Cineffects employing about 55 


for a total two-company roster of 
| 100. 


However, each outfit is sep- 


| arately operated, with Sobel cross- 


ing over as an officer in the two- 


a package of Hal Roach | 
comedies, a series of Roller Derby | 
newly-acquired Hal | 


All 26 of the ‘“Holi- | 


Crane has similar back- | 


 Strable fact” 


ate in nn ae | 
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| dike, Jensen & Parton, N. Y. pub- 
lishers. (Stanford is former direc- 
tor of Bureau of Advertising of 


American Newspaper Publishers 
_Assn., a founder of Compton ad 
|agency and ex-veepee and ad di- 


‘rector of N. Y. Herald Tribune.) 


Fellows pressed down hard On 
Stanford's statement that “in its 
preoccupation with the little meas- 
urements’ for a quarter century, 
|radio had not only dramatically 
underestimated itself, it has even 
failed to see itself as a medium. 
The true nature of the radio me- 
dium, at }ast suggested by this Pol- 
itz survey, is important news for 


ness today. The big new concept 
| of radio as a medium can be stated 
| very simply indeed. Human capac- 
| ity for multiple attention is one of 
ithe basic facts of life. Multiple 
iattention is a workable principle 
fand a commonplace fact in Amer- 
ican life. This advantage of radio 
—that people do other things while 
they listen to it—has not been well 
; enough understood, in spite of its 
common observability every day. 
Actually, this fact establishes the 
, exclusive characteristic enjoyed by 
radio alone of all nfedia.” 
‘Multiple Attention’ 

Commenting on some of the find- 
ings, Fellows said that radio has 
been talking about the “multiple 
attention factor” for a number of 
years, “but I believe this Politz 
study is the most significant effort 
to date in attempting to isolate 
.this factor for the benefit of 
those who support the radio medi- 
um—the advertisers. We have been 
| saying, too—certainly not without 
| justification, but perhaps some- 
times without proof—that radio is 
|close to the people in the sense 
that it has become an essential 
part of American living; essential 
in the sense that most people 
would feel that they could no more 
get along without radio than they 
could get along without refrigera- 
tors and motorears and other mod- 
ern conveniences which have 
taken on the character of necessi- 
ties.” 


Poll was hailed by its proponents 
as outstanding in the ‘demon- 
that radio and the 
American people “remain insepa- 
rable companions.” In the areas 
where the examination was con- 
ducted, 72° of the people owning 
'radio sets also own TV sets. Ex- 
jtensive and detailed charts are 
| published, including a 40-page 
| technical appendix covering “why 





| people have radio” by sex and age, 


Politz Study on Radio 
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|every advertising man in the busi- | 


education - and. economic - status, second year. 
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along with what they consider “ad- 
| vantages” and “disadvantages of 
| such ownership. Also treated are 
news, sports, “like” and “dislike” 
categories, average winter week 
and winter day listening, the 
“where listened to” factor, male 
and female breakdown, other ac- 
tivities engaged in, set ownership, 
types of receivers, replacements, 
place where sets are kept, absence 
of set ownership and purchase ex- 
pectancy, and among many other 
brackets, ownership of car radios. 
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and they’re beefing that the webs 
aren't helping them along by sup- 
plying info on standards and time- 
table. Another factor, affecting 
the commercial producers and the 
syndicated film producers alike, is 
tape. Several producers are Yeluc- 
tant to move to color until they 
observe the outcome of tape dem- 
onstrations by RCA and Bing 
Crosby Enterprises. Frederic W. 
Ziv and John Sinn, for example, 
called in both color and tape ex- 
perts this week to audition both. 
All vidpix producers currently 
are studying the results of the 
recent demonstration of RCA’s 
tape process at Princeton, N. J. 
The questions they're asking are: 
Will tape outmode film? How 
cheap will it be? How soon will 
it be available? Will equipment 
be ready for the stations to project 
tape? When will the networks 
start using tape? What will be the 
proportion of tape vs. film used in 
network operation? In station op- 
eration? These and a host of 
others. 


Firms Plunge Into Color 

Meanwhile, several top  vidpix 
firms have gone ahead with color, 
along with their black and white 
versions. MPTV’s “Duffy’s Tavern” 
and “Paris Precinct,” all the Ziv 
shows with one or two exceptions, 
Guild’s “Liberace,” Flying A’s 
“Death Valley Days,” to name just 
a few, are being shot in tint. Feel- 
ing among these producers is that 
by the time set circulation justifies 
the installation of color originating 
eovipment by local stations, prob- 
lem of color projection will have 
been licked. Meanwhile, they're 
content to let the tint versions lie 
in their vaults. 





Seattle—Dick Keplinger, free- 
lance newscaster and commenta- 
tor, has been named chairman of 
the Mareh of Dimes here for the 
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Everywhere YOU Do Business, 
VARIETY is always there — ahead of 
you. 


And, everywhere YOU do business 
... you hear people say, ‘Did you see 


what VARIETY said .. .?' 


This, by virtue of VARIETY's ‘trade 


scope’ in reporting the various trends 
in and around the Radio and Tele- 
vision Business. 


That means concentrated reader- 
ship interest. 


Since 1922, before any other publi- 
cation, VARIETY recognized the com- 
mercial and entertainment value of 
radio and instituted a special radio 
department. 


Then, in 1929, VARIETY was first 
again by reporting to the trade the 
commercial, talent and production 
progress made by television. 


. Because of these Radio and Tele- 
vision FIRSTS, plus the keen reader- 
ship interest, your advertising in 
VARIETY is sure to reach everyone, 
EVERYWHERE YOU DO BUSINESS. 





Today, new TV film vistas are open- 
ing. Here, too, VARIETY's week-to- 
week appraisal is custom-made for 
the advertiser, the agency and the 
producer, highlighting the new devel- 
opments in an exciting new branch of 
show business. 


Your advertisement in one issue of 
VARIETY will make more profitable 
business calls for you than you could 
possibly make in a year. 


The 48th Anniversary Number 
- of 


VARIETY 


will be out soon. 


Make your space reservation NOW 
at any office listed below. There is 
no advance in rates. 


VARIETY 


NEW YORK 36, CHICAGO 11, 


154 West 46th Street 


612 No. Michigan Avenue 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
6311 Yucea Street 


LONDON, WE 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
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Television Followup 


SOP POSEPEPOEFOOH 


Alex Segal masterminded “U. S. 
Steel Hour” into the glossiest pro- 
duction of the Theatre Guild’s 
maiden TV season, with Rex Harri- 
son-Lilli Palmer and slick support 
by other intelligent players giving 
“Man in Possession” that aura of 
the Broadway and London from 
whence it was derived. This 1930 
vehicle of the late Leslie Banks 
had its polish and elegance show- 
ing all the way on ABC last Tues- 
day (8). Arthur Arent’s adaptation 
from the H. M. Harwood legiter 
was a model of integrity and crisp 
conversation pieces plus nifty 
latchon to the greater elbow room 
permitted by the camera approach 
to one-set-at-a-time theatre. 

The Harrisons’ former residence 
in the Raymond Dabney-Crystal 
Wetherby roles via U. S. Steel’s- 
Theatre Guild screenless airer a 
couple of seasons ago added up to 
another plus although both these 
bright thespers have shown them- 
selves to be quick studies anyway, 
particularly when cavorting within 
the trapping of gay, sophisticated 
and uppercrust farce. 

With “Possession” long since 
established as sound in its sound, 
the visual lure was strictly upbeat 
in the series of well developed 
changes from the couture shelf in 
which Miss Palmer, as the fash- 
jonable, impoverished widow en- 

aged to Harrison's brother Robert 
Coote (himself low on the bankroll 
and believing his fiancee to be in 
the clover) was trotted out in Gene 
Coffin habiliments that set the pro- 
duction back a reputed 5G. One 
of these chichi jobs had a mink 





+ 


The best that can be said of Miss 
Healy was that scripter Carey Wil- 
ber didn’t give her a chance to do 
much more than look quite pretty. 


Hayes is a comedian of some 
stature. As the unwilling marshal 
in Wilber’s play he failed to regis- 
ter. Perhaps the fault was not all 
his. Satire, to be effective, de- 
mands a sharp, overdrawn char- 
acterization that pokes fun without 
either becoming slapstick or turn- 
ing into straight melodrama. James 
Sheldon, who directed, managed to 
get a lot of good movement into 
his show—cowboys kept riding 
past the cameras—but didn’t man- 
age to convey the sense of satire 
that could make such a takeoff 
hilariously funny. 


Instead, laughs were few and far 
between and Hayes fluctuated be- 
tween a mediocre nightclub rou- 
tine .and an amateurish straight- 
man. Some of the supporting char- 
acters, like Wallace Ford and Roy 
Fant, entered much more into the 
spirit of the thing, handicapped as 
they were by Wilber’s lack of 
punch lines. Technically, the re- 
mote went off without a hitch. Sets 
were okay and camera handling 
was as expert as in any Armstrong 
show originating from New Hye 

ift. 





“Omnibus,” which this season 
has built considerable stature (and 
audience) via more stimulating and 
entertaining segments, had one of 
those bad days last Sunday (13), 





bogging down into an overly talky, 
ioverly intellectual groove. The 
'CBS Ford Foundationer featured 








‘not necessarily good on tv. Most 
of the scene was devoted to an ex- 
planation by Ferrer of his_be- 
havior, and it was static stuff. Very 
necessary for developing the theme 
of the play on a stage, but some- 
thing inviting a switch on the dial 
at home. This in spite of good per- 
formances by the cast. Key to the 
discrepancy between good stage 
and tv drama was mentioned by 
Cooke in the post-drama discussion 
with Hart—a quote from Ibsen to 
the effect that the important thing 
in playwriting is getting the char- 
acters on and off the stage right. 
| If a tv writer had to properly wind 
(up a «saracter’s camera exit in 
‘stage s.yle, he’d wind up with no 
| viewers. 

| Technical side of the entire show 
i|was the usual “Omnibus” plus, 
| thanks to fine direction by Andy 
| McCullough (with Bob Banner 
handling the band stint in excel- 
|Jent fashion too). Chan. 








Perry Como’s first starring ap- 
pearance on NBC-TV’s “Colgate 
| Comedy Hour” last Sunday night 
'(13) should have made for a more 
| exciting, higher-calibred show than 
| it did. Highspots of the hour’s ses- 
;sion were provided by the guest 
shots of Ben Blue and Martha 
Raye—and these two bits were 
riots. Como’s contributions had an 
/in-and out quality, with the vocals 
up to standard and the sketches not 
so hot. Airer, on the whole, was a 
| slow, corny show, enlivened by its 
| guests. 
| Show opened quietly, with Como 
| walking on into a song-and-dance 
| production number, and crooning 





collar, with that and the gown itself | “the birth of a band,” an uncom- | “Papaya Mama” very agreeably. 
adorned in “bangles, baubles and | pleted play by Moss Hart, a dis- | Another contribution, “I Believe,” 


beads” of the most tasteful sort; 
and the sylphlike Miss Palmer 
needed no architect’s sketch to be 
poured into the garments. With 


wastrel, ex-jailbird, Cambridge- 
schooled Harrison also fancy- 
danned in footman and other 


liveried getups appropriate to his 
masqueraderie as a house servant 
though actually in possession of 
the place as a bailiffs emissary, he 
made it a twain on the eye appeal 
values. 

The scenic motif was over- 
elegant, befitting the posh, coin- 
climbing accent, and the set of the 
Palmer manse so constructed as 
to lend greater credence to the 
comings and goings of suitors and 
Dabney menage, including such 
knowing tongue-in-cheekers as 
Francis Compton. Anthony Kemble 
Cooper, Jack Raine and Betty 
Sinclair. Add garrulous_lady’s 
maid Brenda Forbes and William 
Podmore’s businesslike bailiff to 
the list of crackerjack credits; 
these and Foote’s craftily explosive 
deportment as the moneyless man 
dispossessed from his betrothed 
and shrewdly separated by Harri- 
son from such coin as he is able 
to scratch up to hasten errant 
brother’s departure and leave the 
romantic field open to himself un- 
challenged. How this design is 
punctured is the germ of the story, 
with Harrison and Palmer giving 
vivid play 
dalliances in sparkingly staged 
love-in-bloom duelings. Maestro 
Bernard Green followed the script 
cleverly in the scorings, to round 
out a sock comedy drama. 

As a footnote to the production, 
it must be pointed out that the 
show didn’t get off the ground 
until the second act and from there 
on had clear sailing. But TV, with 
its convenient invitation to tune- 
outs, hardly can afford to luxuriate 
in such time’s-a-wastin’ tactics as 


to their gaily daily | 


cussion on the psychology of taste 
and a film showing the effect of a 
rocket ride on mice, all of which 
| appeared to be an interesting line- 
~ but turned out on the dullish 
side. 


The band segment unveiled a 
|new outfit tagged “Band of Man- 
, hattan,” led by saxophonist Jimmy 
'Abato and arranger Will Lorin. 
/It’s am unusually orchestrated 
| group, featuring a large reed sec- 
|tion, woodwinds (flute, piccolo and 
contra bassoon) and such brass as 
French horns. Additionally, it 
has Mary Mayo as vocalist and a 
| vocal unit called the Manhattan- 
iaires. Pleasant sounding music, 
but nothing that hasn’t been done 
, before on records. Difference be- 
| tween this and the strictly-on-wax 
/one-shot outfits is that this is the 
| first band of its type that will re- 
main a permanent unit both for 
recording and (presumably) for 
road appearances. All of which 
host Alistair Cooke failed to point 
{|out, branding the outfit as a new 
approach to jazz, combining for the 
' first time jazz and danceability and 





releasing jazz from its “dead end.” | 


| Cooke went pretty far overboard 
'on the outfit, which while under- 
| Standable in view of the fact that 
; the band was making its first pub- 
|lie appearance on the program, 
;nonetheless didn’t help the show 
any. 

Band segment consisted largely 
of commentary by Cooke, and the 
| discussion on the psychology of 
| taste which followed was all talk, 
little action and of little interest. 
|Cooke had _ psychologist Rudolf 
| Arnheim up for the session, and 
| what came out was pretty much 
|the usual cliche-ridden stuff on 
| personality types, motivation, etc. 
| To try to cram a discussion of this 
| type into 10 :ninutes can only re- 
|sult in meaningless jargon, some- 
| thing which Cooke and producer 


'was simply and impressively sung 
, by Como, and a chorus. Crooner’s 
| third vocal contrib, “You Alone,” 
|also had a substantial impact from 
' singer and chorus. The subway bit, 
with Como as a bearded, limping 
oldster trying to get a seat and bat- 
| tling with a huge bruiser, was fa- 
|miliar and not too funny. There 
| were moments in the big Christ- 
mas Bazaar production number 
| when Como’s “children” provided 
amusement in kidding their old 
man, but writing otherwise was 
| trite. 

| The teenage femme fan fringe 
| that follows Como around seemed 
to form a vociferous, if not sub- 
| stantial portion of the studio audi- 
‘ence, and all through the show 
| there was constant frenzied squeal- 
ing at anything Como said or did, 
|which probably annoyed _ the 
|crooner. Once, during a commer- 
cial, the squeals seemed to get 
/ under the singer’s skin, and he let 
| the group have it with a kidding- 
}in-earnest “Ch, shut up.” 


| Como worked as hard on the 
'commercials (for Chesterfield as 
well as tor Halo) as he did on his 
sketches, and enlisted Blue and the 
Fontane Sisters to help him. The 
| Sisters also had their spot in a 
| sprightly song version of ‘Kissing 
| Bridge.” 
Blue, taking over for an oldtime 
'vaude show bit titled “Ben Blue 
|Night at Hammerstein,’ made 
| things hilarious with his shenani- 
| gans in a stage box while a cancan 
|mumber. a juggler’s turn and a 
| singer’s bit were going on onstage. 
It was low comedy of highest 
grade, in the best custard-pie-days 
| tradition. Miss Raye, as a wouldbe 
| student nurse in a hospital where 
| Como was bedded after a charity 
|wrestling mishap, also added a 
| very funny slapstick turn, attempt- 
|ing to change linens, getting mang 
| the bed in order to converse with 
a trapped Como, and other silly 


compared to sitters imprisoned in| Fred Rickey should have realized | business. Without the reliable Blue- 


the theatre. “Steel Hour” is a bit 
vulnerable from 9:30 to 10:30 p.m., 
both on the inheritance and coin- 
ciding segments dished up by CBS 
and NBC. The race is to the swift 
—in Act I. Trau. 





Satire on television, unless well 
done, can be more painful than the 


in advance. 


| More interesting ‘and entertain- 
| ing) was the Air Force film on life 
|in a rocket fired some 40 miles into 
jthe air. Two mice were installed 
,in rotating capsules faced by a 

camera in the rocket head, and the 
|film studies their reactions all 
| through the flight. At the zenith 


| Raye turns, this would have been 
a dull show. Bron, 





Some saloon-keepers in this day 
, and age of columnar publicity have 
|gotten to believe their press no- 
|tices, and some even act as if 
they’re the equal of their betters. 
In fact some of the waitering- 


most amateurishly-produced show.| of the flight, they had lost prac-| catering staffs of the more popu- 


“The Marshal of Misery Gulch,” 


tically all sense of gravity, but 


,lar joints reflect. their bosses’ 


put on last week (8) via “Arm-| their recovery by landing time was | Stance and forget that, technically, 


strong. Circle Theatre” on NBC- 
TV, forcefully drove home that 


| complete. 
Final segment was Hart’s unfin- 


| they’re not superior to their su- 
| perior customers. What has made 


simple truth by coming close to|ished play, “The Nature of the | Toots Shor the personality among 


falling flat on its face. 


Beast,” with Mel Ferrer, Audrey 


|the new “name” restaurateurs is 


Show was staged as a remote)|Christie, Edmond Ryan and Carol | that he makes no bones about his 


from Lancaster, Pa., for the amuse- | 


ment of an audience consisting of 


Armstrong dealers and personnel | 


assembled there in convention. 
Perhaps they got in the way. At 
any rate, this attempt at satirizing 
Hollywood westerns—a fertile sub- 
ject for such efforts if ever there 
was one—ended up as pretty un- 
inspiring fare. 

It was unfortunate, in a way, 
since the program starred the hus- 
band and wife team of Peter Lind 
Hayes and Mary Healy in their 
first TV play and didn't show them 
up ina garticylaply favorable Jighg. 


Goodner featured in the first (and 
|only) scene. Ferrer took the role 
of a husband who pretends he has 
amnesia, with Miss Christie, as the 
nurse who realizes he’s faking, 
probing into his reasons. Theme 
of the play, it develops, is an in- 
quiry into a point in marriage 
which is the last step before the 
settling into middleaged marital 
mediocrifv. 

While the limited “preview” in- 
dicated that the Hart work may 
prove a stimulating experience on 
the stage, it amply demonstrated 


that what’s.good.on tye gtage is 





transition from speakeasy bouncer 
| to bistro boniface. This came 
| through in the warm affectionate 
“This Is Your Life” stint under 
| Ralph Edwards’ pacing which was 
almost like an automatic champion 
| racehorse getaway—it just played 
itself. Quentin Reynolds, who sup- 
| posedly shanghaied the bon’ of 51st 
_St. over to the NBC origination 
|teletheatre, Jackie Gleason, Pat 
| O’Brien, Eddie (Leon &) Davis 
(where Toots was bouncer and later 
day manager), the restaurateur’s 
sister, and his family were warm 
par¥cipants. It-was-@ dream ineti- 








tutional commercial for a public 
establishment, but a deserved one; 
boniface Shor is one saloonkeeper 
who hasn’t -forgotten when. This 
genuineness is w.k to many of his 
general public; is more highly 
focused among his intimates; and 
comes through on tv. This was one 
of Edwards’ warmest public inva- 
sions into privacy. Not the least of 
it was “Baby” (Mrs.) Shor’s stint, 
and the three Shor children. It was 
a touching finale, and the soft- 
touch Shor quite obviously was 
playing it the brawny boniface to 
the finish—he held back the under- 
standable and pardonable welling- 
of-the-eyes. This was as much a 
novelty, gn this type show, as not 
seeing male comedians buss each 
other on telethons. Abel. 





After a bigtime start, “Toast of 
the Town” (Sun. CBS-TV) trailed 
off into a whisper with a batch of 
opening acts. The succession of 
the smallies at the windup did 
much to counter the fine start the 
show made with a batch of top 
turns. A more sapient mixture 
would have preserved the Keith- 
Albee flavor as opposed to the Gus 
Sun aura with which the program 
wound up. 

Frankie Laine, on this session, 
took no chances with any new 
numbers. He made a good score 
with numbers that he catapulated 
into hits via his diskings. It was a 
rather historic medley tracing his 
top waxers from “That’s My De- 
sire’ to “I Believe.” 

With Christmas approaching, 
the seasonal bookings of Jimmy 
Boyd start. Moppet, who cleaned 
up last season with his etching of 
“I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus,” hasn’t yet been hit by ado- 
lescence and he knocked off a pair 
of Yule numbers including his 
first hit and a fairly sophisticated 
Christmas song which told of San- 
ta being stuck in the chimney. 

The Nicholas Bros. in opening 
gave off some excellent tap-istry. 
Given good production with a 
batch of beige beauts behind them, 
the duo showed a good mixture of 
acro and terps. Pat Henning, near 
the close, proved himself to be an 
extremely funny gent. His gab was 
yock producing all the way. In 
fact he was the strongest individu- 
al item on session. 

Another strong feature was the 
terping by the male half of the 
ballet team of Istan Rabovsky & 
Nora Kovach, making a repeat ap- 
pearance. The boy’s spins were 
somewhat amazing. The girl just 
couldn’t follow him. A mixed line 
in Magyar costumes provided a 
fine setting. 

Presented in quick order were 
the whistling by Pauline De Moro, 
archery by Ann Marsden, knife 
wielding by Manu and the balanc- 
ing of Eric Bedicton. The first 
two made little imprint. Manu 
handles a pair of machetes like 
they were matchsticks. The guy 
is excellent, and Bedicton hit it 
well with an act which called for 
a handstand on three tables piled 
atop a platform supported by a 
rolling log. ose, 





“Philco TV Playhouse” on NBC- 
TV in recent months has made a 
specialty of ‘“‘mood” pieces and last 
Sunday’s (13) “The Midnight 
Caller” fitted squarely—if with no 
great distinction—into this pat- 
tern. Scripted by Horton Foote, 
one of the Playhouse regulars, it 
moved along unevenly amidst a 
great deal of semi-poetical dialog 
which scotched dramatic values in 
some parts and aided them in 
others. 

Like the tone and atmosphere of 
the play, the characters, too, are 
by now faintly familiar. The set- 
ting is a boarding house in a small 
Texas town. There are only women 
living there and, depending on 
their age and temperament, they 
are bitter, lonely and nostalgic. 
There arrive a gentleman border 
and a young lady who, after four 
years of going out with a neurotic 
drunk, has finally broken off with 
him. However, every midnight he 
comes into the frontyard, calling 
her name. 

This is pretty thin stuff around 
which to wrap a full hour show. 
Foote, however, has a knack for 
creating moods that capture the 
viewer and help him to overlook 
the lack of substance. Last Sun- 
day, the script tried very hard for 
effect, but somehow the chords it 
struck didn’t respond properly. 

Most pleasant surprise of “The 
Midnight Caller” was Betty Miller 
as the tortured girl who, in her 
loneliness, wants to ease the suf- 
fering of her lover. Miss Miller, 
on her debut on a Playhouse show 
some time back, failed to impress. 
Last Sunday, she proved herself 
an actress of censiderable distinc- 
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tion, tackling a difficult and de. 
manding part with. integrity and 
intelligence. She has an unusually 
expressive face and she made the 
part of Helen live with an intensity 
that went far beyond the super. 
ficial reading of lines. Her per. 
formance had real quality and one 
will undoubtedly see a lot more of 
her in the future. 


Rest of the cast all turned in 
competent characterizations. Cath. 
arine Ducet, as a lonely old woman 
with pronounced Southern charm 
overacted in part but delivered g 
distinctive and pleasing perform. 
ance. Nan McFarland was excellent 
as the jealous, sharp-tongued spin. 
ster who rationalizes her inability 
to find male companionship. Ma 
Lou Taylor impressed with a fine 
bit of acting. John Hudson had a 
thankless part as the drunken boy 
who_refuses to face the loss of the 
one person who tried to undere 
stand and help him. Bert Burns 
and Leona Powers were good in 
minor roles. 


Sets were simple, demanding a 
good sense of dramatic movement 
from the actors. Vincent Donohue 
directed without being able to 
bring the show to a real emotional 
climax. For that matter, none of 
the people in the play inspired any 
deep sympathy, perhaps because 
most of them didn’t get a chance 
to reveal much of themselves. The 
repeated references to leaves fall- 
ing, the bright harvest moon and 
the lightnin’ bugs after a while 
seemed forced and out-of-place ag 
if someone had forgotten their 
lines and was adlibbing. 


Playhouse productions inevitably 
come a notch above the standard, 
and that’s a proud feather in pro- 
ducer Fred Coe’s cap. Perhaps it’s 
time, though, to give the mood 
pieces a rest. Hift. 





“Person to Person” usually 
comes forth with polished two-seg- 
ment interviews on the “at home* 
ramparts but last Friday’s (11) on 
CBS-TV was offish. It contained 
interesting ingredients—the Ed 
Murrow stanza always does—but 
too many deadspots to get it coms 
pletely off the ground. For the 
first quarter, there’s no question 
of Dr. James T. Shotwell’s lofty 
international stature as historian 
educator, anthologist, author and 
world thinker and it was a good 
try at getting the 79-year-old emi- 
nent before the cameras as a kind 
of time capsule on the sage. But 
it was mostly a dull, somewhat 
halting session, hippity-hop in its 
back and forth continuity. Though 
Dr. Shotwell’s mere presence was 
inspiring, that isn’t sufficient for 
a telecast of this sort. 

The Ed Sullivan sequence may 
have suffered as a result, plus a 
time runout that obliged Murrow 
to cut off the columnist and “Toast 
of Town” host and _ coproducer 
while he was in the midst of a 
pitch. Sullivan did an okay sizeup 
of the pictorial and functional as- 
pects of his Delmonico Hotel apart- 
ment, aided by wife Sylvia, who 
identified and described pictures 
and stuff at Murrow’s behest. Sul- 
livan did a quickie autobiog of 
sorts—including why he became 
known as the Great Stoneface— 
and was best in a sentimental nar- 
rative on the late Bill Robinson's 
funeral in Harlem, with Bojangles’ 
shoes serving as_ centerpiece. 
Somehow or other, one newsie in- 
terviewing another doesn’t come 
off too well if this one was any 
criterion. But if the whole half- 
hour were devoted to Sullivan, the 
show might have come into proper 
focus. (The Sullivans are skedded 
to go to Europe during the Christ- 
mas period, with “Smiley” to scout 
talent for his Sunday night show.) 
Mrs. Sullivan’s “P to P” appear- 
ance, incidentally, was her major 
videbut. Some time ago she took 
a bow on “Toast.” Trau. 





Fred Waring helped to ring in 
the Christmas season with a pro- 
gram of familiar holiday pieces on 
his CBS-TV show Sunday night 
(13). A large part of the session 
was devoted to a puppet produce 
tion by Bil and Cora Baird of Cle- 
ment Moore’s poem, “T’was The 
Night Before Christmas.” For 
adults this was spread on too 
thickly but the kids who were uP 
after 9 p.m. may have gotten 4 
kick out of it. Unless there is an 
unusual comedy punch, puppets 
tend to dull rapidly on the TV 
screen. ‘ 

During show’s second half, War- 
ing reprised his production © 
“Our Lady’s Juggler,” a religious 
ballet featuring dancer Nadine 
Gae. There were a couple of strik- 
ing bits in this offering but the 
total impact was missing. 
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VAUDEVILLE SHOW 
wd The Cycling Villenave’s (2), 
Bunny Briggs, Russell Swann, 
Juanita Hall, Gil Lamb; Glenn 
Osser Orch; Art Fleming, an- 


nouncer 
Producer: Fred Heider 
Baron Trenner Jr. 


irector: 
De Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
from N. Y. 


Sustaining 
ABC-TV, 

ABC-TV rushed this deadpan 
yaude segment in as a last-minute 
replacement for “Dr. 1.Q.,” which 
it moved into the Thursday post- 
Ray Bolger slot. An expanded 
version of “Orchid Award” was 
supposed to fill the Wednesday va- 
cancy, but this had to be aban- 
doned and “The Vaudeville Show” 
was a final choice. It was also an 
unfortunate one. 

With the little time the web had 


to rush the show in, a poor preem | 


could be excused, but it’s the basic 
premise of this one that’s wrong. 
And if the network is considering 


Wednesday night from the long- | 


range point of view as a future 
base of operations for new top tal- 
ent and program acquisitions, 
there’s still no reason why i 
shouldn't develop sustainers that 
have a good chance of being sold 
and moved to some other night. 


“The Vaudeville Show” doesn’t 
fall into that category, since at best 
there’s a limited audience for a 
straight vaude presentation on tele 
and an even smaller one for a 
vaude segment that’s obviously 
proceeding on a limited budget. 
With ABC currently hard put to 
sell some of its better sustaining 
segments, it’s going to be exceed- 
ingly tough to find a bankroller for 
this one. 


with no emcee, just voice-over-an- 
nunciators to bring on the acts. It’s 
a five-act layout, opening with the 
usual dumb act, in this case a 
cycling team, with a dance act in 
the deuce and the headliner in 
next-to-closing. Opening lineup 
consisted of The Cycling Ville- 
nave’s, Bunny _ Briggs, 


June Holden, 


Producer-Director: 
| 45 Mins; 


‘ dressed up the 
screen nicely. : 


Miss Hall reprised only one of 
| her 


“South Pacific’ numbers, 
“Happy Talk,” using it as her 
closer. Her essayals of “Mood In- 
digo” and another jazz item were 
in rock-bottom jazz style, strong 
and rugged, stressing the rhythm. 
It was a solid turn. In closing, Gil 
Lamb frittered away a few minutes 
before moving into a funny im- 
presh of a bebop fan in a theatre. 
This was a strong closing turn. 
Lack of preparation for the show 
was evident in the camera direc- 
tion, but this is a minor item that 
ought to be taken care of by the 
second*® show. Glenn Osser orch 
cut a good show, especially in view 
of-the quickie deadline. Chan. 








YANKEE GOES CALLING 

| With Bill Hahn, announcer, inter- 
viewer, Milton Lord, others 
Tony Lang 
Fri. 5 p.m. 

| WNAC-TV, Boston 


| The second in a series spotlight- 
|ing interesting and historical Hub 
landmarks by WNAC-TV cameras, 
this 45 minute visit to the Public 
| Library afforded the viewers a 
complete insight into the available 
|advantages and complicated func- 
| tions attendant on running a com- 
plicated, modern library. Partly on 
| film and partly live, the show -was 
|effectively produced and _inte- 


|grated with the net result the 


| viewer learned more of the inner- 
workings of the library in 45 min- 


'utes than he could in months of 


' personal research. 


| Opening with filmed shots of 
| the library’s exterior, and the sta- 
|tion’s mobile unit, the viewer was 
| then transplanted 
Show is a straight vaude layout | interviewer-guide Bill 


inside where 


Hahn _in- 


| troed director Milton E. Lord, who 
/in turn briefly outlined 
|} routines and functions. From then 
| on, cameras moved to various sec- 
itions of the building focusing on 
department heads who explained 
|concisely and clearly 


library 


their own 
duties and the offerings of their 


Russell | departments. This phase included 


Swann, Juanita Hall and Gil Lamb.!a display of “rare’’ books and an 


Villenave’s cycling duo was okay 
in the opening slot, doing standard 
but unspectacular bicycle and uni- 
cycle acro turns. Briggs impressed 
with his hoofing, but could have 
eliminated a vocal stint with which 
he opened. 
edy stint moved crisply and was a 
decided asset. Tricks were good, 


ditto gags, and Swann’s assistant, 


Zoltan Haraszti; 


Swann’s magico-com- 


| explanation of the term by curator 


glimpses of the 
famed Wiggin Collection of black 
| and white prints plus several ex- 
/}amples of the ingenious, but now 
| practically extinct art of fore edge 
| paintings on books, the busy read- 
| ing and periodical rooms, the chil- 
, dren's section, views of the (valu- 
i (Continued on page 37) 





Keep It Fresh, Bub 

Today's film and vidpix pro- 
ducers undoubtedly will—or 
should—avoid any topical ref- 
erences, in light of the large 
future use of celluloid for 
residual values on video. It is 
somewhat of a shock to hear 
topical references in yester- 
year films such as “I'd be a 
bigger hit as a crooner than 
Columbo, Crosby and Valiee 
combined’’"—and_ Bing’s the 
most.solid survivor today from 
an era when (now the late) 
Russ Columbo and the still 
active Rudy Vallee eclipsed 
him. 

Item 2: Why not revive the 
Phil Baker $64 Question show. 
Any program whose lingering 
impact with a slogan that pop- 
ular should continue to have 
sponsorial potency.- Sen. Mc- 


Carthy used the “$64 ques- 

tion” term on “Meet The 

Press” this past Sunday 
Abel. 











| Hinderas. 
, Pianist scored a triumphant, home- | 


| “General 





NATALIE HINDERAS 
With Richard McClure, Henry Le- | 
vine and WNBK Orch (22); Joe 
Finan, announcer 
Director: Joe Tanski Jr. 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
WNBK, Cleveland 
NBC has latched on to a nugget 
in pacting concert pianist Nataiie | 
The petite, charming 


' 


coming, video debut (12). In com- 
plete command of the occasion, the 
Oberlin Coilege grad offered a cap- 
tivating interpretation both of, 
Lavine,” a prelude by 
Claude Debussy, and “Prelude No. | 
4,” by Frederich Chopin. Then, ac- | 
companied by the WNBK orches- 
tra, under Henry Levine, she con- 
cluded with an enthusiastic and 
skillful presentation of the finale 
movement from Rachmaninoff's 
“Second Piano Concerto.” 

Miss Hinderas’ approach to the; 
Debussy selection was a touch of 
devotion and depth, while her play- 
ing of ‘Prelude’ was a demonstra- 
tion of fine keyboard virtuosity 
and expressive artistry. In fact. 
her appearance was evidence of 
complete mastery of the keyboard. | 

The stanza was programming of 
prestige and network calibre. Even 
the slight thinness of the Rachma- 
ninoff accompaniment—due to the! 


| supervised audio in a 
' mendable way. 


'find in Miss Natalie Hinderas 


lack of sufficient strings-—was nev- 


ertheless offset by excellent overall 
musical balance in this studio pres- 
entation. 

Levine, who batoned the aug- 
mented staff orchestra staff (there 
were nine members from. the 
Cleveland, Symphony), 
high professional skill, and an au- 
thoritative and highly expressive 
baton. 
Richard McClure reacted superbiy 
to the supporting orchestra. For 
its own, the orchestra played 
“Dance of the Comedians” by 
Smetana; Tschaikowsky’s ‘The 
Trepak” and “Waltz of the Flow- 
ers” from “Nutcracker Suite.” 


McClure, one of Cleveland's out- 


standing tenors, sang ‘‘Una Furtiva | 


Lagrima” from “L’elisir D'Amore” 
by Donizetti. There was warmth, 
feeling and clearness in his capable 


| rendition. 


Camera-wise, crew under Paul 
Kirrkamm didn’t miss a shot. En- 
tire production was well directed 
by Joe Tanski and fortunately ie- 
nored the tinsel and hoopla thet 
could have marred the end result 
Especially good were the cross- 
studio shots during the Rachma- 
ninoff selection with Levine in the 
foreground and Miss Hinderas 
calmly awaiting her cue. 

Routinist were the medium-high 


| closeups of Miss Hinderas, as they 


failed to do her justice. The high 
shots were daring and marked a 
change of pace. However, the use 
of abstract drawings should have 
been used to better advantage. 
Credit, too, to Fred Wilson, who 
most com- 


Total effect: an excellent half- 
hour; one that demonstrated Cleve- 
land can turn out classical stanzas 
worthy of net offering. It also 
demonstrated NBC can continue to 
ar 
ambassadoress of good will. Mar’. 





~WMGWM’s Dodger Client 


Despite Barber Switch 
While the Brooklyn Dodger front 
office hassles over sportscaster Red 
Barber’s replacement for the 1954 
broadcasts of its baseball me 
Gotham indie WMGM« has already 
signed up one-half of the sponsor- 
ship. F & M Schaefer Brewing Co. 
has inked a contract, through its 
agency, BBDO, with station chief. 
Bertram Lebhar, Jr. 


showed | 


Both Miss Hinderas and | 


| ABC-TV Cerebral Palsy 
Telethon Season’s Top; 
Tally 5506 in Pledges 


The heart-tugging appeal of the 
‘cause and the herculean efforts of 
ithe femcees and emcees made the 


| third annual “Celebrity Parade for 
| Cerebral Palsy" on ABC-TV (Sat- 
|urday-Sunday) one of the best 
marathoners to come over the air- 
lanes this season. Attesting to its 
quality was the hefty $555,000 
pledged in the 19-hour running 
‘time. The telethons of recent 
months didn’t even come close. 


Like all telethons this one, too, 
had a solid lineup of stars. The 
coin-pulling airers are just about 
the biggest free shows available 
and viewers, who've got sit power 
as well as orb strength, are gen- 
erally in for a hefty share of en- 
tertainment. Sometimes the shows 
are mismanaged and badly pro- 
duced but there’s always the inter- 
est in the next marquee name to 
hold the viewer for another hour 


In the case of the “Palsy” tele- 
thon, however, the added draw 
was that it was excellently pro- 
duced and staged. And through it 
all femcee Jane Pickens shone like 
a guiding spirit. Miss Pickens, one 
of the execs in the United Cerebral 
Palsy Assn., stuck with it al] the 
way. Her pitches w ere from the 
heart and the warm exuberance 
she registered when the tally in- 
creased made it difficult for a 
viewer not to pitch in to see her 
face light up again. Also in line 
for credit for long-hour work are 


Dennis James, who's becoming a 
pro at pitching for causes, and 
Maria Riva. 


Sandwiched between the talent 
array were some of the palsy vic- 
tims. Their pitches were the most 
effective of all. Through them 
viewers became aware of the fal- 
lacy that palsied and feeble-mind- 
ed were synonymous. Fact that it 
was an injury to the motor equip- 
ment of the brain was drummed 
home effectively. 

Unusual sidelight to the airer 
was that the United Cerebral Palsy 
Associations and the American 
Broadcasting - Paramount Theatres 
are both prexied by Leonard H. 
Goldenson. Gros. 

















atlanta’s dynamic tv station 


hair raising 


Imagine your reaction if—suddenly—your stocks 


were completely sold out in the Atlanta area! 


It could happen—w 











EXCLUSIVE SALES OFFICES: 





NEW YORK @ 


CINCINNATI ®@ 


Pat 


DAYTON @® COLUMBUS @® CHICAGO @ 


ATIANTA @ 





HOLLYWOOD 


Mrostey Brose STING of Arun, NC. 
—V 


KKK 


ith dy namic WLW-A 


behind your advertising. One smashing sales 
success after another! 

ARB ratings explain why WLW-A leads all 
other stations in local TV programming. 
And WLW-A backs up that drawing power 
with exclusive client services. 


Want sales in Atlanta? Use WLW-A! 
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NIGHTTIME AUDIENCES 


FOLLOW THE LEADER 


This is the pattern of radio—of CBS Radio— 
at the heart of the keenest media competition 
in all America. 


In nighttime hours...in the nation’s biggest 
television city, where more broadcasters 

(and publishers) compete for people’s attention 
than anywhere else...WCBS is delivering 

far bigger advertising values than a year ago. 
Here are the facts: 

in a market with more radio homes (3%) 

and more new radio sets (35%) than last year, 
network and local advertisers on WCBS are 
reaching 10% bigger nighttime audiences. At 
a correspondingly lower cost per thousand. 


New York Listens Most to WCBS 





AUDIENCE DATA from Pulse of New York, 6 pm-midnight, 11 months, 
1952 and 1953. (Average audience 6-i0 pm, up 11%.) 
SET SALES, RETMA, 9 months, 1952 end 1953, excluding auto radios. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Adolf J. (Ad) Schneider, who has resigned as head of NBC news 
and special events after 16 years, farewell-partied Friday (11)) by 
ex-colleagues at Trader Tom’s . .. Sammy Kaye getting Aheckup in 
Flower hosp... . Hugh Studebaker of CBS’ “Beulah” series celebrating 
25 years in the biz this month . . . “Old Trail,” theme of the CBS 
“Gunsmoke,” now on wax and sheet music ... Walter O’Keefe of 
“Wizard of Odds” down with lobar pneumonia .. . “Dead Stop,” pegged 
on traffic fatalities, eighth in CBS Radio's Feature Project skein, will 
be narrated by network sports consultant Red Barber who says he’s 
doing the Dec. 23 stanza for personal reasons, his mother-in-law having 
died in an auto accident three years ago . .. Masterson, Reddy & 
Nelson will take over packaging chores on “Double Or Nothing” as 
of Jan. 4. Wait Framer Productions exited CBS-TV show to concen- 
trate on house-owned packages. 

Edward J. Noble, finance committee chairman of AB-PT, donated 
$2,000,000 to the Edward John Noble Foum ation, endowment of which 
goes to education, hospitals and charities ., . McCann-Erickson made 
three exec changes among its v.p.’s, naming Robert E. Healy general 
manager of the N.Y. office, appointing William E. Berchtold g.m. of 
the midwestern region and naming Wilbert G. Stilson treasurer and 
a director . . . James Monks has been added to “Stella Dallas” cast 
... Alexander Scourby substituted on both “Backstage Wife” and “Just 
Plain Bill” during James Meighan’s recent illness . . . Staats Cotsworth, 
NBC’s “Front Page Farrell,” can now be seen as Clarence in the City 
Center’s production of Richard III. 

Earl Gillespie and Chris Schenkel will do Dec. 27 pro championship 
football account for Mutual . . . Mike Jablons, radio-tv publicist just 
returned from sojourn at White Sulphur Springs... Ann Blyth will 
host and Marjorie Steele and Marvin Miller will star in tonight’s (16) 
pre-Yule presentation on “Family Theater” via Mutual ... Vassar and 
Hamilton colleges will blend their voices in the “Magnificat” as a 
holiday feature on New York’s WOR Saturday (19)... , Lester Fletcher 
has a full schedule for the next several days, with appearances on 
“Front Page” Sunday, Dec. 27 ‘did a stint on same show last Sun. 
also), “Nightmare” tomorrow (17) and “Starlight Theater” Jan. 1. To 
top it off he will do Alan Anderson role in “3 Steps to Heaven”... 
Sam Taub, sportscaster, has become a grandfather for the fourth time 
. .. Bill Edmonds, announcer, has been named publicity chairman of 
Ketler PTA at the new $1,000,000 grade school in Westwood, N. J... . 
Max Cole, WOV personality who collects gifts for the patients at Gold- 
water Hospital on Welfare Island got himself a larger helicopter to 
fly the gifts in this year .. . WLIB’s annual Xmas party for some 1,500 
ehildren has arranged, in collaboration with Gotham’s P.A.L, to bring 
in a goodly portion of the Dodger roster for the affair. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


KRON-TV’s award winning “Science In Action” added a sixth tele- 
market—Portland, Ore. ... A. E. “Shorty” Evans celebrated 30 KGO- 
radio years .. . Eddie Arnold radio-TVisiting on local shows... Ex- 
localite Lex Boyd now stabled at KAFY-TV ‘Bakersfield’ as producer- 
. Alan Hale Jr., and Randy Stuart in (15) to meet-the- 
press.» Their “Biff Baker” series was tagged by KGO-TV, complete 
with Butter-Nut bread sponsor .. . Eartha Kitt and Sammy Davis Jr., 
joined localites on KPIX (12) for a gala three-hour “Toys For Tots” 
teleshow .. . News commentator William Winter nabbed H. S. Tittle 

















“Wishing you a Boff Yule that will 
H.O. for the next 52 frames!’* 





NANCY KENYON 


*The layman’s translation: 
“A VERY MERRY XMAS and 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR” 























Electrical Co. to sponsor his 52-week air show on KGO ... Biil Bennett, 
asst. to Sheriff of Santa Clara County, spinning “cops and robber” 
tales, week days, on San Jose’s radio KEEN ... KPIX lenses the 
East-West Shrine game, Jan. 2 . . . KGO bossman Vince Francis and 
producer Bill Hollenbeck recent Gotham visitors ... KWBR (Oakland) 
signed two new deejays—Don Churchill (daytime) and Jimmy Wyatt 
(nightside). 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Chi NBC veep Harry Kopf in New York for a round of conferences 
. .. Mutual prexy Tom O’Neil a Chi stopover visitor on way back to 
Gotham from the Coast. Sales veep Ade Hult in from the opposite 
direction . . . WLS National Barn Dance cast members trekking out 
to Downey Vets hospital Jan. 2 to put on two shows for the patients, 
with the second being broadcast as the regular Saturday night barn 
dance airer . . . Chi NBC pub-affairs and education director Judith 
Waller guests at the radio-TV workshop conducted for Evansville, Ind., 
school teachers by WEOA Dec. 30 in Evansville . . . Bobbie Home 
Permanents and White Rain Shampoo have re-signed for their quarter- 
hour segs on Don MeNeill’s “Breakfast Club” via ABC . . . George 
Heinemann, WNBQ-WMAQ director of programs, back at this desk 
after a three-week honeymoon in Jamaica ... Ballantine Beer and Ale 
has extended its 17-per-week spot splurge on WBBM .... Illinois Bell 
is picking up the bill for WEAW’s airing of the full U. of Illinois 
basketball schedule . . . George Stone’s 5:45 p.m. WMAQ newscast 
now bankrolled three times weekly by Perfect Power Corp... . Annual 
Xmas party for Chi NBC staffers’ kids slated for the M&M Club 
Saturday (19). 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


Marvin L. Rosene, former WLOL general manager, has been ap- 
pointed by S. D. Hubbard, KSTP general manager, to newly-created 
post of radio sales manager. At WLOL (MBS affiliate) Rdsene has 
been succeeded by H. W. Cassell, former KIOA, Des Moines, general 
manager . . . WCCO’s 50,000-watt radio station’s all-night record show 
heard in 9,500 miles distant New Zealand, aceording to card received 
|... An estimated 2,000 or more ham radio operators in Minnesota 
include 500 to 600 in the Twin Cities . .. U. of Minnesota College 
Quiz Bowl team won sixth straight victory on the NBC network radio 
quiz show carried here by KSTP and will continue to compete every 
Saturday until defeated by another school opponent . . . Jimmy Valen- 
tine’s KSTP-TV show “You Should Know,” sponsored by Northwestern 
Drugs, celebrated 500th anniversary and initiated contest for European 
trip . .. Dr. Kenneth Christiansen, former U. of South Dakota faculty 
member, named director of the southern regional education board’s 
project to develop regional cooperation in educational TV ... FCC 
okayed second Duluth, Minn., TV station, Red River Broadcasting Co. 
receiving the permit ... WCCO radio and TV personality Bob DeHaven 
during past six months made 21 personal appearances before 36,178 
persons in eight of territory’s towns, according to figures compiled 
by station. i 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


TV sets in area total 823,629 as of Dec. 1... Howie Lund has left 
| WJW disking with Tom Purse, WENR, succeeding him . . . Carl Reese 
has left NBC’s announcing staff... Everett Rhodes Castle who created 
“Colonel Flack” is now readying new TV net series . . . WGAR sold 
spots series to National Pear Bureau and National Carbon Co... . 
WEWS’ “Inside Catholic Schools” has been picked up by the Vatican 
City station .. . NBC’s Lloyd Yoder accepted citation for WTAM’s pro- 
gramming of “Eternal Light”... WEWS’ Paige Palmer leaving morn- 
ing exercise programming for expected third child . . ..WXEL named 
John Fitzgerald promotion director and added Jack Beauchamp, WHEN, 
to announcing staff ... WTAM producer John Wellman was nipped by 
lion cub guesting on “Mildred & Gloria” show ... Maurice Condon 
leaves TV Guide managers’ post to return to WGAR where he'll gossip 
a five-min. 6:25 p.m. daily column ... Gus E. Ameier, ex-NBC, received 
a Chicago card with AFL United Scenic Artists of America. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Pete Wasser, of Wasser, Kay & Phillips ad agency, and his wife off 
for a month’s vacation in Spain and the Canary Islands .. . Dan Mall- 
inger, WENS news editor, will marry Marlene Heyman, former sales 
research analyst for Heinz Co., on Dec. 27... Pittsburgh boy Johnny 
Kirby has turned in his notice to NBC in Hollywood to concentrate 
| On putting together a nitery act. Singer had a weekly Sunday show 
| with Russell Armbruster’s band on the Western network .. . Ray Scott, 





telesportscaster, and his wife have dated the stork again .. . Jane Ruoss, 
continuity writer at WKJF-TV, has a featured role in “Affairs of State” 
| at Playhouse . . . Bob Holt, ex-WDTV director and more recently with 
j 


WTVI in St. Louis, has been named program and production manager | 
| of new Steubenville, O.,. channel, WSTV-TV ... Barbara Lewis, little | 


| theatre actress, now doing flock of “voices” for Rege Cordic’s early 
| morning show on WWSW .. . Dairymen’s Cooperative Association has 
| renewed the Wednesday evening quarter hour on KDKA featuring 
| Aneurin Bodycombe, organist, and Bill Nesbitt, announcer . . . Si Stein- 
hauser, radjo-TV editor of Pittsburgh Press, heads for Miami Beach 


son-in-law. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


“Story of Silent Night,” dramatization of story behind writing of 


| web, Dec. 24. Seventh consecutive year for show on station. but first 
; time on network. In the cast are Phil Sheridan, Harry K. Smith, Earl 
Rowe and Phyllis Whitehorn . .. Mayor Joseph Sill Clark, Jr., of Phila- 
delphia, discussed civilian defense on DuMont’s “The Big Issue” (14) 





| in University Hospital . . . Matt Goukas, sports director of WPEN. 


| - . 

| Manns, WIP staff announcer, is recuperating from an ear operation 
; dg 

received third annual sports award of Brith Sholom, of Philadelphia. . . 


Marge Weiting, absent from air for two months, returns to her mid- | 


| night WFIL slot “Street of Dreams.” Return of femme platter spin- 
| ner gives WFIL solid recorded music shows from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.. each 
weekday. 








Prockter Studio Buy 


Continued from page 23 

















} 
113 more immediately scheduled. | al include L. A. oilman and former 
|No distribution setup for syndica-| Democratic Party bigwig 


. str Edwin 
tion is immediately contemplated W. Pauley; Daniel F. 


Reeves, 


| —Prockter, who sold his PSI setup | broker and L. A. Rams pro foot- | 


;a couple of weeks ago, said at the | ball club owner; Bertram Gamble. 
|time that he was staying out of|prexy of Gamble-Skogmo Co. of 
| distribution, He’s got several live | Minneapolis; Edward Matz, prexy 
| network packages on the air via| of Kurly-Kate Corp. and Metal 
his Prockter Television Enterprises | Moss Corp. of- Chicago; and F. R. 
|banner, and while in N, Y. will| Long, L. A. indie oilman and v.p. 
| presumably arrange for supervi- | of Mohawk Oil Co. Levy, who's en- 
| sion of those by another party. He | gineered several realty deals in- 
,returns to the Coast permanently | volving studio properties, will also 
Jan. 14. ;serve as treasurer and supervise 
| Other principals in First Nation-|\the firm's financial structure. 


next week with his wife to spend a month with their daughter and | 


famed Christmas Carol, will be originated by WFIL-TV for ABC-TV | 


Lo Bill Givens, KYW farm director, was guest speaker at National | 
Convention of Foreign Agriculture Editors, in New York (10) ... Bill | 


me 


Vidpix Web Baby? 








Continued from page 23 


spectrum there will be outlets for 
his product. But the network in- 
roads on coast-to-coast showcasing 
of first runs plus the webs’ ascen- 
dancy in the bigtime syndication 
sweepstakes is reducing the indie’s 
chances of cracking the big affiliate 
TV stations. Whether or not he 
can siphon eff enough coin from 
the remaining stations to justify 
the elaborate coin investitures he’s 
presently indulging in, remains one 
of the video ripleys only tomorrow 
can resolve. If he’s got a good 
property, it’s conceded, it will sell, 
regardless of the competition from 
the networks. But since these are 
few and far between, his future for 
the most part is tied up in run-of- 
the-mill programs. If these don't 
sell or deliver ratings, he’s in 
trouble. : 


Morse Rides Again With 3 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Three Carlton E. Morse radio 
packages were renewed this week, 
with one of them, “One Man's 
Family,” thus moving into its 22d 
year of continuous broadcastinc. 
Others renewed are “Woman in 
My House” and “Family Skeleton.” 
the Mercedes McCambridge soap- 
er. All three renewals take effect 
Jan. 4. 























aR ee TERE IE IES 


Seven keys to bigger TV 
audiences with such sales- 
making favorites as... 


[| ABBOTT & COSTELLO SHOW 


52 sure-fire comedies that click with 
kids and grownups alike in millions of 
homes, made especially for TV. 


[| BIFF BAKER, U.S.A. 


Overseas intrigue in a fast-moving 
family adventure series of highest 
network quality. 


ROD CAMERON in 
CITY DETECTIVE 


Recently rated as the country's #1 

local film for television—and sold to 
Falstaff Beer in 118 markets for the 
largest regional sale in TV film history. 


_[__] FAMOUS PLAYHOUSE 





| A super-assortment of over 175 original 
half-hour dramas with Holiywood 
names and sure sales appeal. 


[J FOLLOW THAT MAN 


The exciting ‘‘Man Against Crime”’ films 
(34.6 network Nielsen average) 
Starring Ralph Bellamy, retitled for 
first-run in many TY cities. 


[| 'M THE LAW 


Starring George Raft in the unique 
adventures of a metropolitan police 
| inspector, packed with sales*punch. 





[ ] PLAYHOUSE 15 


78 fifteen-minute dramas of highest 
quality made for TV by the producer 
of BIG STORY and T-MEN IN ACTION. 


They ALL bear the same 

| MCA-TV stamp of quality! 
|For information, on these 
or other MCA-TV Advertising 
Showcases on Film, just clip 
this advertisement to 

your letterhead. 





| NEW YORK: 598 Madison Ave.y PL 9-7500 
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WALTER WHITE SHOW 

With Major Milford Stanley, guest 
Producer: Morris Novik 

15 Mins., Sat. (12), 5 p.m. 

VIM 

WLIB, N. Y. 


Walter White, life-long advocate | 
of civil liberties, has been airing 
his views on WLIB, N. Y., for a 
couple of years now. As executive 
secretary to the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People he comes close to the 
problems of his people daily and 
meets them energetically and in- 
telligently but his eagerness—even 


; segment to her radio commitments. 





though understandable—to point 


out injustices gave portions of his| commentators to be effusive and 


Sat. (12) show a forced quality. 


One reason he fails to be con- | 


vincing at all times (his material 
certainly is) is that he has an ora- 
tor’s voice which doesn’t lend it- 
self to conversation. His approach 
in questioning his guest Major 
Milford Stanley, recently released 
from a POW camp in Korea, 
uneasy. His questions were rhe- 
torical and made the Major's an- 
swers seem superfluous. 


White is best when someone else 


poses _ queries. It’s more nat- 
or 


ural an answer to sound 
“speechy.” 
Remarks concerning the _at- 


tempts of Commie’s to convince 
Negro prisoners that American in- 
justices would continue, that they 
were the true fathers of the op- 
pressed peoples, were interesting, 
but with the play the dailies have 
been giving them recently, they're 
just old hat today. 

At the outset of the program, 
White gave a clear account of hap- 
penings in the U.S. Supreme court 
where segregation is a current is- 
sue. His interpretation of events 
was incisive, but here the success 
— in that this was straight mono- 
og. 








was | 


RUBY MERCER SHOW | FIESTA TIME 


With Del Courtney, guests 


odor Uppman, guest 
With Theodor Uppman, gu 120 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 


Producer: Ruby Mercer 
25 Mins., Sat. 2 p.m. (Midnight) 

Sustaining | KSFO, San Francisco. 

Mutual, from New York | A platter-chatter fiesta at mid- 

Ruby Mercer has added another night from one of S.F.’s most col- 
orful restaurants—Al Williams 
Papagayo Room (Fairmont Hotel), 
this sesh has natural possibilities. 
Bay area should absorb such late 
hour rogramming because of 
available glitter names from all 
walks of life. Host Del Courtney 
has a star-rung ladder of cele- 
brities to call on. 

Courtney knows show biz, has 
speaking acquaintance with most 
“name” visitors. Elsewhere around 
the dial he’s putting in 25 radio- 
TV hours a week plus frequent 
patronizing, although she lapsed bandleading engagements at hotels 
into annoying. cuteness. After, and clubs. Despite the Herculean 
speaking a phrase in Swedish, she | activity he has developed into a 
laughed and said to her Swedish! relaxed, sociable interviewer with 
guest, “Did I say it right?” It’s a! sharp insight for palatable con- 
common affectation. | versations. His disk knowledge is 

Show began with a hi-fi test sig-| extensive. This sesh clothes his 
nal and a story about a dog who} talents handsomely. 
“seems to enjoy it.” It segued in-| [Last stanza caught (7), Del's 
to selections from operas “Faust” | guest list was impressive with 
and “La Boheme,” later a brief | such personalities as _ baseball 
acapella rendition of a Swedish! great Walter Mails, Fairmont 


(12 


This one banters on about hi-fi, 
fashion, entertainment news, has 
music ranging from classics to pops 
and a weekly guest. It’s another 
stanza designed for mild Saturday 
afternoon listening. Variety of 
music and topics should satisfy 
catholic tastes without making 
people listen too hard to catch 
everything. 

Miss Mercer does well without 
the legacy of many Gotham female 





| folk song (for guest Theodor Upp- | bandleader Ernie Heckscher, pix 


man). Talk about Xmas in Sweden| producer Tom Gries, Maxine An- 
was interesting. — : | drews, of the Andrews Sisters. 

All in all, Miss Mercer did &| Latter interview was tops, bring- 
workmanlike, distinguished job.| ing te light personal episodes of 
Her comments, in the main, were | cisters’ career. Courtney had no 
pleasant and intelligent but of no) qualms inquiring of recent hub- 


marked consequence. The same pyb various artists had with 
holds true for the show. /Southland’s City Council (ques- 
a ae tionable entertainment afforded 


SING A U. N. SONG 

With Ceorge Gill, Rosemarie Dana, 
Alun Williams 

Director: Howard Phillips 

15 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 


with her answers, explaining art- 
| ist’s problems. 

A telephone gimmick is worked 
/into yack sesh with listeners call- 
Sustaining ing in questions to guests. An ef- 
WMCA, N. Y. fective idea. Platters are inte- 

Presented over WMCA, N. Y.. on; grated, including recent disks by 
the second and fourth Tuesday of the visiting talent. er." 
every month, “Sing a U. N. Song”} Stanza should attract dialing in- 
is touted by the station as being a_ terest from the stay-up-late crowd. 


the King and Queen of Greece). | 
Maxine was gracious and frank 
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LETTER FROM FATHER 


With Laurence Olivier 
Producer: Michael Hayward 
Writer: Ken Pittendrigh 

15 Mins., Thurs. (10), 5:15 p.m. 
WABC, New York (transcribed) 


ABC’s public affairs department 
and the Radio Divisions of UNESCO 
and the’ UN joined to bring listen- 
ers on Human Rights Day last 
Thursday (10) Sir Laurence Olivier 
in a quiet, moving plea for the 
preservation of man’s inherent 
dignity. With the help of BBC 
technical facilities, Olivier record- 
ed the program in Glasgow, Scot- 
land. 

“Letter from Father” is simply 
the declaration of a man speaking 
to his as yet unborn child about 
humanity's “new promise’”’ for tol- 
erance, first promulgated by the 
assembled representatives of more 
than 50 nations in 1948. Writer 
|Ken Pittendrigh’s intelligent nar- 
rative could stand alone as an 
essay of stature, but with the ad- 
dition of Olivier’s intelligent minor 
key delivery the broadcast was 
tantamount to a’work of art, 

Program voiced a strong hope 
to that unborn child (and to every- 
one listening who abides in an- 
other kind of darkness) that deeds 
of bigotory may some day seem 
“remote and strange.” The plea 
is impassionate since graphic and 
undeniable examples of intoler- 
ance are exposed beforehand. 

Program merits playback every 
Human Rights Day. 


PETE LEE SHOW 12-county coverage. 


With Pete Lee, Musical J’s (3); Of the radio homes 
Dean’s Men (4); Ethel York, Marr  37,2°) 





Screen Gems 


Continued from page 23 


ing to sit back without a try a 
that billings was indicated by ‘ts 
appointment of William Berna] as 
eastern sales rep for TV. At the 
same time, SG is in a favorable 
position to keep the billings be- 
eause it’s been doing the selling 
and handling the clients all along 
and because it’s equipped to do 
both live-action and animation 
thus obviating the necessity for 
clients to farm out production to 
different sources. 

There are no longterm agree- 
ments with the clients involved 
since the blurbs are assigned on a 
job basis. UPA is finishing off 
these currently in production, but 
where the next batch will go is 
anybody's bet. Some of the clients 
involved are General Motors 
Johnson’s Wax, Jello, Jergen’s Lo- 
tion, Lucky Strike, Chesterfield 
Crisco, Camel's, Motorola, Elgin, 
Duffy-Mott and Ivory Soap. 


On & Up With FM 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 
Marked increase in FM owner-. 
ship in Philadelphia area is shown 
in a mail survey conducted by 
Audience Analysts, Ine... who 
sampled 4,000 householders in 





in area, 
now own FM, more than 


Sisters (3) double the survey figures of two 
Producers: Pete Lee-Bob Batch-| years ago. Test showed that 
elder 65.2% of people within 25 mile 
COCA-COLA radius of Philly listen to their 


WJW, Cleveland 


. Pete Lee’s efforts to bring local 
amateur talent to the foreground 
ave long paid dividends, as, for ex- 
ample, the suceessful ‘‘Radio Nani- 


radios as much and more than they 
did a year ago. 

















program “for young people of ail 
ages.” It’s an okay entry for 
} adults but a much better offering 
| for the younger element. Stanza 








'ber countries of the United Na- 
,tions. Program is repeated the 
| second and fourth Sunday of every 


| spotlights the folk music of meii-! 


Tone, 





| HEADLINES & BYLINES 

, With Arnold Friedman, others — 
/15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 

| ALBANY GARAGE 

_WROW, Albany 

| Program, in its shift from WPTR 


gans” that have made local radio 
history. In his newest move, he 
continues to bring opportunities to 
those who'seek to crack the air- 
ways. In stanza caught (9) the 
Dean’s Men sang “Stardust”; Ethel 
York did “This Nearly Was Mine” 
and the Marr Sisters offered 














Eileen BARTON 


THE NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS SONG 
Direction: MCA 








| month at 8:15 a.m. to WROW, has lost much of the 
Show caught, Tuesday (8), was! distinctive flavor which complete 
devoted to native tunes and songs originations from the Times-Union 
| of Czechoslovakia. Numbers played’ plant imparted, although the all- 
_were tied together with a brief his-' over news balance has been im- 
tory of the country. Lyrics, all in| proved. Pickups from the Hearst 
English, were given okay handling | daily are now telescoped into a 
iby George Gill and Rosemarie|three or four-minute segment, 
| Dana. Former also does the origi- some of the reports by news staf- 
‘mal research and orchestrations fers dg not run more than two or 
|for the series. Alun Williams did | three sentences. - F 
_a satisfactory job of narrating. | Tabbed as “direct or transcribed’ 
| Authenticity of programs could! they are not too good technically, 
_be sharpened by having some of the tone being rather muffled. Ed 
the lyrics delivered in the native | Fennell, who covers the police 
tongue of the territory being cov-| beat, was perhaps the only byliner 
ered, with an explanatory comment to get color into a story—on the 
as to the meaning. Show, inciden- | blocks heard. He had a natural, in 
tally, is produced by WMCA’s/a fistfight which brought hospital- 
| Public Service Division. Jess. ization to a 90-year-old former 








Santa Claus and a 76-year-old Tro- 




















THE SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


GIL BOAG'S 


BEDFORD PARK FILM STUDIO 


2826 DECATUR AVE.. BRONX | stew, Christmas wrappings, odors, 


THE LARGEST IN THE EAST 


YES! WE ARE READY FOR | 
COLOR TELEVISION WITH Cos 
GIANT GENERATORS | 


NOW BOOKING FOR 1954-55 


Telephone LUdlow 4-2166 


jan, after they allegedly clashed 





over one’s verbal abuse of a 
woman. 

The reading phase. including 
that by Arnold Friedman, is too 


obvious, mechanical and monoto- 
nous. Flexibility and pace are cry- 
ing needs. Jaco. 


| LADIES DAY 


With Meg Zahrt 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 
WGAR, Cleveland 

This is 15 minutes of daily 
chatter that offers housewives a 
snappy welcome break in morning 
chores. Miss Zahrt has a pleasant 
style of delivery; projects charm 
along with her information. On 
stanza caught (10) she ranged 
from making candles, through beef 





| people wearing purple, along with 
| participation blurbs. 

| There's a closing thought for 
| the day and an audience participat- 
ing letter-writing gimmick in which 
i best returns on “John and Mary” 

home problem receive prtees. . 
| ark. 











Freres Jock 


Continued from page 25 











bert or the other is pitching for 
| the biz. 

Final twist is the pitches them- 
selves. WNEW’s Herbert is claim- 
| ing that Block’ll lay an egg out- 
side the station, that the show and 
| Gotham listenimg habits will win 
out for the indie. WABC’s Herbert 
|claims the opposite, that Block’s a 

personality and that his audience 
will move with him and_ that 
WNEW will see a substantial drop 
in the “Ballroom” rating after 
Block leaves. In a _ sense, the 
brothers are staking their reputa- 
tions on the outcome, and it's got 











basset ibbreiesreressecers 


ss ee 
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“Rhumba _ Boogie.” They were 





| to be one or the other—no in-be-) 





strictly amateurs, yet Lee handled 
i\them with ease and made them 


|feel at home. Professional talent COLGATE COMEDY HOUR 


| showed its hand when the Musical 
| J’s _furnished the background Sundays 
music. 


| This is 15 minutes of local pro- Mst.; William Morris Agency 


gramming that should help build 
for sponsor and station. Commer- 
cial. pitch for Coke was timed 


nicely. Mark. D J W A N T E D 
For 2 to 7 pm daily program. Aggres- 
sive. Know music and artists. Must 
have personalized sell ability. Terrific 
opportunity right man. Self promotion 
idea a must. Eager to attack competi- 
tion. Million and one half eastern 
market. 5,000 ABC affiliate. Send tape, 
picture, ideas, salary expected. 

BOX V 121453, VARIETY, 


154 West 46th Street, 
New York 36, N. Y. 
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‘Tintair Biz From R&R 
To Erwin, Wasey Agency 


| General policy disagreement be- 
tween ad agency Ruthrauff &! 
| Ryan and heavy spending Bymart- | 
Tintair account has forced a split | 
, Which becomes official Jan. 1, | 
| Erwin, Wasey & Co., which takes | 
/over for the home hair tint outfit 
,atter that date, is the third agency | 
|it has had in a little over a year. 

R&R stepped in for Cecil & 
| Presbrey at the beginning of ’58 
| when the manufacturing firm had 
a financial shakeup. One report 
| said that Bymart was then receiv- 
|ing supplementary financial sup- 
| port to the tune of $300,000, inci- 
dentally, the same figure which is 
said to be the firm’s advertising 
allocation. 
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OPTICAL EFFECTS For 
KLING STUDIOS, Chicago 


by 
RAY MERCER & CO. 
4241 Nermal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 



































Time for sales 


WDEL-TV 


Wilmington, Delaware 


Hundreds of local and national adver- 
tisers use WDEL-TV consistently... proof 
positive of its profit potential. Write for 
information, 


Channel 12 
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pias, wp Murray to Moderate | e 
Television Reviews ABE ‘Town Meeting’ Robt. Q’s 3 Shows 

















| James F. Murray, New York at- 
| ___ eee Continecé from page 31 J, torney and lecturer, got the nod | 


1% : | aS permanent moderat f ABC’ 
. Christmas exhibits, the mi-, handle the horsehide. Section very | “4 merioa'e Ta: setians ° | \ He ; NE 
alm section and filmed segment | informative for baseball devotees. America's Town Mecting: 0f- thy) the .sewh, past. of Ge name talent | Siete See. eae) ep by WNBT for 




















t Continued from page 25 








“ ile.” whi : ; Air,” starting Tuesday (22) | components as the Saturday morn- | He was grabbed ®p by WNBT for 

jing the “Bookmobile,” which Last quarter of program is a| ay ‘ : ; oh cin aaatl “oe : " 
prone eections of the city not serv- | quiz in reverse with boys in studio! He’s been moderator of the show |ing show. Ray Purdy will produce | the late night program on the N. Y. 
iced by branches, in action. _—_—_| audience tossing posers at panel | S¢veral times during the past six | he Jatter. flagship which he’s parlayed into 
Lone foulup, from a timing view- | consisting of Roberts, Simmons and | Months, and he’s the first perma-| Recently Lewis signed a new one of the success stories of the 


point, was the cutting off midway |Campbell. Arranged on scoring | went successor to George Denny, | Contract with the network, after | Y€Sr wih inaten: Gow that i 


Frrough a long-winded folklore | basis, this section gives the young- | who bowed off the show ime | Several overtures had been made | W!!I go network in the near future. 
tale being unravelled to a group of ster a point every time the pro- back. ne ate | by competing webs. Decision to 

youngsters by a vet story teller. | fessionals muff a query. Jack | give him the full-blown treatment 
Otherwise, the entire production | Whitaker, associate producer of. 








; ; j ‘ , Midland, Tex.—Sid Grayson has 
: : 1 mts . la ’ b 
moved along ape reseenk conyill wn the show, emcees this section. x —— ae = ge (rather than "es Celtics tant) ae named 4 gyri manager of 
ing in a very In rey >| WCAU-TV brochure points up| KFC “K EC ; mene, eye : ; .|KMID-TV which recently started 
teresting session which should | value of fan clubs, Roberts’ follow. | S| OR and KFOR-TV, Lincoln, ef- | a ge yl re ne a ag 


C powder. e ; : telecasting. He was formerly com- 
‘ove to be a valuable bit of public | jng constituti “ “- | fective Dec. 31, was announced | Work still smarting over the Steve | mercial manager of KWFT-TV, 
Pelations for both the library and ro i we “eee eee week by James Stuart, prexy | Allen situation. CBS, after spend- wichita Falls. Oe was also previ- 
WNAC-TV. to participate in anything their . the Cornbelt Broadcasting | NB a barrel of coin and several ously with KFDX and KWFT, 
Rill Hahn turned in a nifty job | pitching hero advocates. Prospectus | ass. years trying to establish the right! Wichita Falis. 
of announcing and interviewing, |also states availability of Bill | pesmsencr a0 
unobtrusively introing the various | Campbell for live commercials. | 
spokesmen, feeding each a perti- | Should be an odds-on winnew for | 
nent query and then retiring to| everything from- breakfast’ food to 





























the sidelines. Technical work was | storm shoes. Gagh. . t2 
also slick with entire undertaking | t ou C 
topnotch. Elie. | , n e 


| f a 
ROBIN ROBERTS SPORTS CLUB | Road Show | to 
With Bill Campbell, Jack Whitaker Catia teens. tebe 0 ethin’ 








Director: Fred O’Neill 


Writer: Jim Lindemuth riding carefully or who practices | som 
60 Mins., Sat., 2 p.m. highway courtesy, etc. The number ot . 
Participating will go out on the air immediately | 

WCAU-TV, Philadelphia and all the chauffeur has to do is | 


Winning his audience as easily | identify his license to collect the | 


as he does a major league game, | boodle (coin or merchandise in- | 
Robin oe og fond road volved is being worked out). ‘ 
righthander, plays to a packed stu- . . / | 
dig of 250 ardent fans recruited by | ,, U@"sesse is only a small part of | 
‘ . : ’ | the pattern. Other projected fix- 
the Big Brothers, the Police Ath heen 4 h . | 
letic League and schools from over | ‘Utes for the show to be launched | 


no 
S 
Se 


a 22-county area. Sports conscious |"€Xt month are car-applied cha- | 
young spectators are not disturbed 
by the somewhat battered diction 





of their hero, who toeses every — Sat. Formula 
ending out into left field. i a } 
The show opens with the kids Parallel with the Ted Cott- | 


asking questions of “Robbie.” Like | ‘evised “Road Show” beamed | 
their adult counterparts, there are| at car radios for a four-hour | 
plenty of . repeats. A _ favorite Saturday afternoon series will | 
(‘What .batter gave you the most be the elimination of NBC 
trouble’) was up three times. network service after 11:30 
The segment following pitted two p.m. except for emergencies 
groups of youngsters in precision and prime public events. ‘“‘Mid- 
pitching, with Curt Simmons, Rob- night Column” and rotating 
erts left-hander runningmate on| , orchestras will thus go to the 
the Phils hurling staff, turning scrap heap and the time re- | 
yawpies and ene the eoeien- Bill| captured locally. 
Sampbell, W *s sports director, , ie 
acted as receiver éutent this stunt. s Shortiy after ard int at ee 
Station's suburban location makes| Yea? @ big Saturday push | 
it ideal for taking this segment out back-to-back with “Road | 
on lot in back of studio. Sports Show” will be launched under 
equipment prizes are awarded on| the label of “People” and | 








team basis. slotted at 6:30, for a half-hour, | 
Next quarter offers a brace of | Segueing from two quarters of | 
teams competing in a sitdown quiz. variegated newscasts. These, | 
Game has baseball setup with with “Road Show,” will con- | 
scoreboard arrangement in back-| stitute a five-hour block, with 
ground. Kids come up to bat and car radio listeners expected to | 
try for single, double, homer—dif- spill pver into the extra hour. 


ficulty of question determines po- “p wi j 
tency of hit. Questions seemed over ed : > agal a imprenne’. 
the heads of the youngsters on bs — Bes haasogpe 


panel, although they wouldn’t have and area scribes having name 














given much trouble to more adult value, with a reservoir of 65 

fans. Winning team got auto- such newspapermen to draw | : : 

graphed baseball, bat, etc. from. Under the setup, there'll How can we tell it?... letters, sales, contracts and ratings 
The third session “Here's . be five columnists per show | et a : : . 

Time” finds Geet exe le How | and thus work out as a “13” prove it. Advertisers and audiences seek out WW4J’s 

onstration. Three high school stu-| cycle. : : 

dent athletes Boon oo ‘fines | Ross Mulholland, the man who sells with record-music 

an oberts on various pitches, | , y isk | 

with camera closeups ee ace |rades, safety slogan getups, disk | from 1 to 3 P.M. on weekdays. 

they hold ball, and their ideas as to | jockeying, live singers and instru- | 


how other big league moundsmen | mental groups, capsule newscasts | 

















ee entertainment” conmeciats “n- Muthotand's following consistently ranges from 14% to 

84 St. 103 E. off Park Ave. ‘continuity. There'll also be local 19°. of Metropolitan Detroit’s 8-station audience, dur- 

Perfect Oy oils lard ae See ing early afternoons when adult, purchase-planning 
Permanent Apartments | cisies ‘pares: Ginbs as producer listeners control the home radios. 


° . with Rhoda Rosenthal as associate 
For Business Firms 'and Art Small scripting. : ’ ; — 
To Lodge | Mulholland's advertisers are happy with their increased 


Visitin ¢ Personnel and | Negro Network | sales. Their letters tell him so, and their renewals of 














Customers WW4 time prove it’s so. 
cnteiitinanaanden ne Continued from page 27 
New Penth | newspapers were in the field at the | F P 
With Seinartet4 . ‘time. but it wasn't till Ebony’s | Automobiles or zircons or zwieback or whatever you produce... 
‘formation that an advertiser could | : ; 
ii: ee ce, oe’ ane oa & ae | let Ross Mulholland sell them for you in Detroit, a wealthy market 
odern, New Furnishings J] tional basis. He expects the net-| “of 91 ome : 
and Kitchenettes 'work to enable them to do the) with 1'/2-million home radios. 


ee |same via radio, Wyatt said that | 
i '26 stations of 27 approached thus 

re the Baths—Wall to Wall |far have signed as affiliates, and | 
Srpeting—Decorator Styling | that the other is still mulling the) 

---—- deal. By kickoff time, he expects 

Yorm. apt. £ to have 40 in the fold, among them 

2 rm, ps tee oo a oo |outlets in New York and Chicago. 

7 om ae) per me. 1 He added a list of the affiliates | 


isseaieaans i | would be published shortly. 
e Occupancy | Ty "ES g Evans, | 
hiss Geaaiaat os | Wyatt also stressed that Evans 


Realty Agency Cor | as president, would be running the 
p. 111 E. 56 St. a hi | 
Pleza 5-1345 jnet, while Wyatt and Schuebel | 


















































would be execs as individuals, not Associote AM— £56 KILOCYCLES —Seee WATTS 
-=—— as the firm of Wyatt & Schuebel. | Television Station WWJ-TV cua cunanens 346-01) MERAETELES 
-— =| Latter will continue as pos. comgod, Bosic NBC Affiliate 
TONITE entity, serving all its clients as 
CATCH | previously. 
RICHARD THE WORLD'S FIRST RADIO STATION + Owned ond Operoted by THE DETROIT NEWS 
WIGGINTON | Memphis—Hal Benson. former , 
|general manager of WME CBR.| Notional Representatives: THE GEO. P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
Sterring in | Aberdeen, Miss., has joined WCBR, | 
PHILCO PLAYHOUSE — RADIO || Memphis daytime indie, as @ com-— bites » : j 
Lt ‘eisai « « $*Mbo disk jockey and salesmen. — — 
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in tune as our excellent balance 
sheets will attest. H@ has the happy 
faculty of getting good men around 
him. As industry grows it becomes 
more and more impractical for one 
man to head it alone. Teamwork is 
necessary and is smart. I do not 
know of any company secret that 
isn’t open between us, on the desk, 
in the desk, and in our hearts. 
Without that relationship, as it ex- 
ists between RCA’s chief officers 
no business can go forward. That 
relationship is reflected in his love 
ot people, and that is interpreted 


Sarnoff’s Folsom Din 


Céntinued from page 2 —— 





in the follow-through in our mer- 
chandising, with our tradesmen, 
and right down to the ultimate con- 
sumer. Frank insists on the best 
standards. He sets up a fantastic na- 
tional service organization to main- | 
tain that standard, in any form of | 
electronics, be it radio or tele- 
vision, and right into aircondition- 
ing and ‘white’ goods.” 

Teamwork accent continued as 
General Sarnoff noted how he was 
long ago impressed by the rela-| 
tionship between Owen D. Young 
and Gerard Swope in General Elec- 
tric; how it exists in General Mo- 
tors and other spheres. Sarnoff | 
cited his own 48 years of service 
with RCA and added, “that if it) 
were not for Frank Folsom I could | 
not have done what RCA did in the 
last decade.” 

Dignitaries on Dais 


Cardinal Speliman, on the eve of | 
his fourth trip to Korea to-spend 
Christmas with our GIs, was on 
the dais, which otherwise com- 
prised RCA directors, including 
Major General Harry C. Ingles, | 
William E. Robinson (publisher of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune’, Harry 
C. Hagerty ‘(Metropolitan Life). 
John T. Cahill ‘chief counsel and ! 
toastmaster’, Admiral Lewis L.| 
Strauss ‘chairman of the Atomic | 
Energy Commission!, Dr. Charles | 
B. Joliffe and Edward F. McGrady. | 
General Sarnoff “with His Emi- 
nence’s permission” recalled Fol- 
sem's first visit to the Vatican and 
“his great salesmanship—he came 
back with a $1,.000.000 order for 
RCA communications equipment. 
I. too, went to visit a shrine of my 
forebears and coreligionists and! 
after addressing the Weizmann In- 
stitute of Science in Israel and the 
best I could do, when I got back 
to the States, was to get a request 











PERFECT SOUND 
ANYWHERE... 


High fidelity sound motion pictures are 
now possible in the field with light- 
weight battery powered RANGERETTE 
magnetic tape recorder, and any 
standard models Bell & Howell Eyemo, 
Filme, etc. 
Weight: Recorder 35 tbs. 
Power Pack 45 Ibs. 
Developed for the Armed Forces 
Now Available for all Uses 
Write for full information 


RANGERTONE, INC. 


73 Winthrop $t. Newark, N. J. 
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that if I cared to donate some RCA 
equipment they would like to have 
| Seg 

Sarnoff reviewed the economics 
of the company in the 10 years 
of Folsom’s association with RCA 
“which actually were. only. six or 
seven, because with the war’s end 
we entered a period of conversion.” 

Citing facts and figures he put 


accent that in that 10-year period | 


RCA went from $300,000,000 to 
“probably the $830,000,000 we will 
do this year. Our profits have 
multiplied 3!2 times; our dividends 
six times; our employees from 40,- 
000 to 65,000." The dizzying fig- 
ures reeled off mentioned five bil- 
lions in gross volume; a half bil- 
lion in profits; $300,000,000 in 
taxes and $116,000,000 in dividends 
“since Frank Folsom became asso- 
ciated with RCA. And he actually 
had but six to seven years’ oppor- 
tunity to do his stul®¥ as he took 
hold of our RCA Victor mer- 
chandising, first the phonograph 
business, then television. I am in- 
terested in electronic research; 
Frank Folsom has the genius of 
merehandising the products of re- 





Television Chatter 











New York 


Richard Trask, 14-year-old legit 
'thesp, starts in this week on a 
four-week stint ag-one of leads ‘in 
'“Captain Video” on DuMort... 
| Just released is a Victor kidisk, 
(“Ben And Me,” with Merrill E. 
| Joels narrating as- Amos the 
| Mouse .... Gene Sultan makes an 
appearance on Friday’s (18) offer- 
ling. “The Big Story.” ... WRGB, 
| Schenectady, on Saturday (12) be- 
came the 97th TV station to carry 
Ted Mack and “Original Amateur 
| Hour.” 

New York Times Youth Forum 
| will help Columbia U. launch its 
ibi-centennial celebration for '53- 
1°54 on Saturday (19) over DuMont 
and as its guest the Forum will 
‘have W. Averell Harriman... 
/Songstress Dolores Hawkins, pian- 
‘ist Jan August and the Gold Or- 
|chestra of the U. S. Military Acad- 
emy will appear tonight (16) on 
'DuMont's “Stars on Parade” we 
|Stefan Schnabel and Marian Win- 
}ters are being featured for the 
| next six weeks on “Captain Video” 
lseries . . . Ben Hammer goes on 
“Goodvear TV Playhouse” special 
documentary (20) about flying on 
' which he plays Orville Wright, and 


on Sat. (26) he will wax villain on} 


search ...I feel happy and a little | “Rocket Ranger.” 
sorry for Frank M. Folsom tonight WCBS-TV’s lyrical New Year's | 
because I know how difficult it is) Eye.special will be “Sing Out the 


ieee 


Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


CBS cancelled its 5:30 to 6 experimental color show last Friday 
' (11) in the first such action since the once-a-week tinted musical revue 


| series was launched a month or so ago with Mike Wallace hosting and 
| rotating performers spotted. The void was reportedly necessitated 
by the installing of new equipment, including an improved flying scan- 
ner for the projection of color slides. William B. Lodge, v.p. over 
engineering for the telenet, said the new device will be used to provide 
titles, captions, credits and photo stills—all in color—for the series, 

According to Lodge, the use of 50,000 volts on the scanning tube 
should produce better quality NTSC (National TV System Committee) 
color stills than has been possible with other equipment. He said the 
new slide projection unit would ‘simplify production since it will 
release a live camera previously needed to focus on caption material 
several times during each stanza, 








CBS board of directors voted week’s Xmas bonus for employees 
on payroll a year or more with those hired in January, February or 
March getting half a week's salary. Of more longterm interest is web's 
absorption of half the premiums on health insurance plan to be invoked 
in January for those in the labor grade structure with two or more 
vears of continuous service. 





Radio Pioneers’ N.Y. chapter dinner last week at Toots Shor's drew 
a large, enthusiastic turnout, many from hundreds of miles and a 
couple from the Coast, Fete was staged in a “prosperity atmosphere” 
with virtually every station manager observing that ’53 will mark a 
record year in billings. 





George B. Storer, prexy of Storer Broadcasting Co., headquartered 
here, denied a story datelined Toledo that of 200,000 shares disposed 
of a couple of weeks ago in the first public offering of its common 
stock, he had put up 34,375. Storer asserted that he did not sell any 
shares personally but bought 5,000 shares at the market price, and 
that Mrs. Storer and his son Jim purchased 1,500 shares at the market 








for him to sit and listen to eulo-| Old,” cavalcade of the year’s tune 
gies; also just to sit and listen|toppers featuring singers Jimmy | 
while other people talk.” Blaine, Carol Reed (splitting time | 

Folsom’s Response with her regular weather reports), | 


é |hoofer Pat Stanley and Buddy. 
Folsom responded by not read-| Weed Trio . . . Betty Sue Albert | 


ing his prepared speech but sim- going Toni commercials on “God- 
ply expressing his humility and frey & Friends” . Byron Pal- | 


for “getting the credit for what so mer’s pact with 20th-Fox ending) 


many wonderful people helped me soon, so the thesp is coming east | 
do.” He expressed his devotion to for video stints . . . Kathy Nolan) 
and affection for General Sarnoff, taking a one-week vacation from | 
and cited that “if the warmth and ad ey on eid cee on 
friendship of man for his fellow- | eC. <1... JO S%a y SNOW | 
man, as reflected in this room to- | 02 CBS-TV will a — * | 
night by all these wonderful peo- | Geld ae hatog Pars tl ohh pad 
ple, wees projected there USC | tating with Perry Como and Jane 
would never be war or strife. 'Froman .. . Nell Fisher to choreo- 
A cross-section of business and} graph and appear in Kraft TV The- 
professional leaders and Folsom’s|atre version of “Rip Van Winkle” | 


'farflung legion of friends came | (NBC-TV) Dec. 23. 


from all over the U. S. and over-| Marian Russel reviving her orig- | 
seas to the Waldorf-Astoria for the! inal Broadway role in “Gioconda | 
Monday night (14) black-tie din-| Smile” on CBS-TV Philip Morris | 
ner. Robert W. Sarnoff and Pat Playhouse tomorrow (Thurs.) ... 
Weaver sat at two front tables re-| Pidgie Jamieson and Angela Ada-| 
spectively with William S. Paley Mindes on Robert Montgomery | 
and Frank Stanton. Ail cross-sec- | show Dec. 21 . ET ag ar TaReee | 
tions of broadcasting and elec- send do ‘ Philip 3 ag: gee 
tronics were represented. Behind ed a pre Nanette F ae 
the scenes RCA veepee Manie ae 8 a ee Cee | 


. ome for a half-hour series ... Eddie | 
Sacks did the difficult chore of albert will host “Show of Shows” 


arrangements with competence. A Jan. 9 just after he completes his 
divertissement emceed by Ben! pinchhitting for Tom Ewell in 
Grauer included Robert Merrill, “Seven Year Itch” on B'way . 

Rise Stevens, Sid Caesar, Imogene | Wm. Morris Agency trying to per- 


} 


offer. 


Storer said the stock referred to as being sold by him as founder 
of the company “was, in fact, sold by the Detroit Trust Co. for the 
benefit of an irrevocable and involuntary trust created some years 
ago for my four sons.” 





Accompanying Red Buttons on a week's vacation starting Monday 
(21), one of four he’s skedded for to conserve his energies, will be the 
scroll given him by the Grocers & Allied Industries Division of Fed- 
eration of Jewish Philanthropies. Buttons was kudosed by the group 
at a Plaza Hotel dinner in his honor last-week, with citation. taglined 
by, “No therapy is more important than the therapy of laughter and 
in this, he is the doctor supreme.” 





“Studio One” last week signed Ann Crowley. for the lead in next 
Monday’s (21) musical production of “Cinderella ’53,” for which Cole 
Porter wrote the songs. Singer, however, had a two-week engagement 
at the Shoreham Hotel in Washington, and had to shuttle between the 
capital and N.Y. for initial rehearsals, 

In addition, she had to cut her engagement by a week, which left 
the Shoreham management displeased. So to appease the hotel, Jack 
Bertell, her manager, gave the hostelry a list of suggested singers to 
replace her. List contained the names of the other singers submitted 


' to “Studio One” for the part which Miss Crowley won. 
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icy and efforts to discourage ‘the 
filing of so-called ‘strike’ applica- 
tions (i.e., one filed by an appli- 
cant not having the bona-fide in- 


Coca and Eddie Fisher. 

Columnist Earl Wilson cracked, | 
“The joint was jammed with 350—! 
all millionaires—and Toots Shor.” | 


The restaurateur observed, “So be-! 


cause this is the only job Folsom 
has been able to hold for 10 years 
straight they give him a dinner.” 
It was a signal tribute to the ty- 
coon with a magic touch for mer- 
chandising. 





From Air to Air 

Edward M. Roberts moves from 
his job as flight superintendent of 
National airlines to WPIX, N. Y., 
as assistant operations manager. 

In his new job, which became 
effective last week, Roberts reports 
directly to Leavitt J. Pope, the sta- 
tions operations chief. 
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‘ —_—s«KSTP-TV NOW REACHES 
{NEARLY TWO MILLION 
t PEOPLE REGULARLY WITH 
: ITS 100,000 WATTS ON 
| 
1 
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100,000 WATTS 


REPRESENTED 


EDWARD PETRY 7 
and COMPANY NBC 





MINNEAPCLIS *® ST. PAUL 


;suade Marlene Dietrich to go live 


TV but actress holding out for 
strictly vidpix series along lines of 
her radio “Cafe Istanbul.” 


William Marshall and Owen 
| Jordan star in tonight’s (16) ‘‘Har- 
jlem Detective” ... Sylvia Sidney 
{back to “Broadway TV Theatre” 
during week of Dec. 21-25 to star 
in “Angel Street” ... New super- 
vising editor at IMPS is Rita Ro- 
land, who last was assistant pro- 
ducer with Sol Lesser Productions 
on the Coast . Paula Morgan 
flew to the Coast last night (15) 
| to fulfill new TV commitments 
| ave and to visit family ... Jan 
Murray's “Dollar a Second” rating 
al 16—doubled since Sept. 20. 





Chicago 


Ken Nordine handling the live 
|blurbs inserted from here on 
| Motorola’s Tuesday night ABC-TV 
;}drama ..Tom O’Connell exits his 
| exec producer berth on NBC-TV’s 
}**Welcome Travelers” at month’s 
| end to return to Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
| Sample agency as an account exec 
|... Burr Tillstrom and friends and 

comic Paul Gray headlining the 
{Chi Television Council’s annual 
| Xmas party tomorrow (Wed.)... 
| WAAF deejay Vince Garrity named 
| sports editor of TV Today new Chi 
|fan mag...Geraldine Kay subbing 
| this week on WNBQ for Dorsey 
Connors, honeymooning with new 
hubby Jim Bannon, Chi NBC actor- 
{announcer...Kellogg has renewed 
|its half-hour slice of ABC-TV's 
|““Super Circus” for another cycle 
|...Terper Dorothy Jarnac featured 
| in a new blurb lensed by Sarva for 
| use on “What’s My Line?” by Jules 
Montenier, Inc. . . . Chesterfields 
signed last week for half of WGN- 
TV’s Cubs-Sox basebal! schedule, 
wrapping up the diamond package 
at the Chi Trib station for the com- 
ing season with Hamms Beer pre- 
viously inked for the other half... 
Mrs. Grass’ Noodles has ordered 
five segments of Wayne Griffin's 
early and late evening weather 
shows on WBKB...Roy Holm back 
on the Chi NBC-TV engineering 





tention of prosecuting the applic- 
cation, receiving a grant and con- 
structing a station to serve the 
community).” 

Niagara's agreement was made 
with Victory TV Corp., headed by 
Arthur Victor, Jr.. furniture deal- 
er; radio station WHLD, and radio 
station WGR. The agreement pro- 
vides for the purchase of WGR, 
contingent on grant of the appli- 
cation, ownership of 25° of Niag- 
ara stock by Victory and options | 
to WHLD to purchase a similar | 
interest. 


Niagara is headed by Myron 
Kirk of the Kudner ad agency. | 
Enterprise is headed by Samuel B. | 
Darlich, attorney and real estate | 
operator. 5 

— 414 West 22nd St., New York City 
NE 


W YORK CITY 
Pittsfield—William P. Geary, | 


APARTMENTS AVAILABLE 
former assistant general manager | LONDON TERRACE AREA 
of the El Paso, Tex., Chamber of 


Exquisitely appointed 1/2 room apart- 
; gl - ments, also double and single beauti- 
Commerce, has been appointed |f ¢utly furnished rooms with full kitth- 
sales manager of WMGT-TV, UHF |f en or kitchenette-Utilities included. 
station which the Greylock Broad- | 
casting Co. is putting on the air. || 


The Girl With The Lift — 
in her voice! 
@ DRAMATIC LEADS 
© CHILDREN’S VOICES 
© COMEDY CHARACTERS 
© DOUBLES (age 2-60) 


© COMMERCIALS 
Contact: RADIO REGISTRY, MU 8-6600 
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$1.00 MONTH Establish YOUR perma- 
nent address here in Los Angeles. We 
forward all mail for our many custom: 
ers personally and efficiently. 


ELLERY OFFICE SERVICE 


1244 S. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 15, California 




















Good transportation. You must see to 
appreciate. Agent on premises. 
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| ... completely re-styled and 
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extravagant simplicity. Vy 


Dancing, Entertainment, FEleyision Ce a ee ay 
...and a superlative cuisine ‘sits ~ 


(modified American plan, if desired). ie 


Your Hosts, The Family Jacob 
; MIAMI BEACH 
Blockfront Ocean Privacy 
40% 45+ 5h 


COMPLETELY 
For Reservations, Please.,.Walter Jacobs 


AIR-CONDITIONED , * A 
N. ¥. Office: TR 4-3193 


“Summertime,’’ SKY HIGH Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, New Hampshire 
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AFM and Diskers’ 


In First Round on Coin Tussle 


sparring ee 
James C. Petrillo, American pie 
lace 

record company reps took p roe 
od. however, that Petrillo’s 
a were transmitted to the 
last week and rejected. 
Anxiety of major diskers on the 


Preliminary 
eration of Musicians prez, 


vesterday afternoon (Tues.). 


possibility of a strike 


rowing 
iy has been taking place. 


é b- 
Major union demands are a sub 
eine hike—the tax for the Music 


Performance Trust Fund and a 


i inst 

st to $56 per session as agains 
‘he current $41 rate. The com- 
have rejected 
Peirillo’s bigger Trust 


panies are known to 
summarily 


Fund bite. 


The Trust Fund collects and 
out more than Soap a 

‘ar - free public music. ‘it was 
egh ; Fund is ob- 

‘ined from a royalty paid on rec- 
- and is administered under a 
trusteeship. It’s one of Petrillo’s 


dishes 
set up five years ago. 
ords 


pet projects. 


In the current dickering it’s ex- 
pected that the companies will ask 
especially 
for lifting of the present ban on 
the use of dubbings and the stipu- 
lation against the cancellation of 


for some concessions, 


a date even if an artist is ill. 


Prima Forms Own 





Disking Set 

Recent swing of bandleaders to 
their own diskery operation was 
pointed up again last week with 
the formation of Equity Records 
Maestro ankled 
after a long- 
time tieup several months ago. He 
had a one-disk deal with the indie 
before setting up 


by Louis Prima. 
Columbia Records, 


Jubilee label 
Equity. 


Prima will partner in the firm 
with Louis Fagenson, op of the 
Fairlawn Golf Centre in New Jer- 
Ted Eddy has been set as 
He’s 


sev. 
artists & repertoire topper. 


currently scouting new talent 


Diskery already has set 16 distribs 
around the country and will be 


repped in Europe by EMI. 


Equity’s initial release will be 
Prima’s etching of “Oh- Cumari” 
and “Take A Little Walk: Around 
The Block.” Label’s musical direc- 


tor will be Howard Giblhing. 


HILLBILLY GRIDDER 





and more recording activ- 


Pussyfoot Jabs 





Chi’s Meat Is N.Y. Poison 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Tiffany Records is trying to 
overcome a ban by NBC in 
New York on their latest re- 
lease, Guy Cherney’s “Song of 
the Shirt.” Objection is to the 
use of the word “hell” in the 
lyrics. Tiffany pointed out to 
Chi NBC toppers that the 
word is really “health” in the 
rhyme which runs: “‘Bound- 
less in wealth, wretched in 
health,” and Chi _ stations 
stamped approval. 

Same thing was pointed out 
to the N. Y. biggies, but they 
insist it still sounds like “hell.” 
The ban still holds. 








Filmusical Pops 
To Front Again 


After being shut out of the hit 
lists for more than six months, pop 
jtunes from filmusicals are swing- 
jing to the front again. Currently 
hitting a solid selling pace on disks 
and sheet copies are ‘That’s 
Amore,” from Paramount's “The 
| Caddy,” and “Secret Love” from 





jthe Warner Bros. pic, “Calamity | 


| Jane.” 


_ “Amore,” which was kicked off 
{in the film and on wax by Dean 


as an important Academy Award 
entry. It’s also shaping as one of 
Martin’s biggest disks. He etches 
for Capitol Records. The Cap slice 
is over the 500,000 sales mark and 
is still climbing. The sheets, too, 
are moving rapidly. Tune was 
written by Harry Warren and Jack 
Brooks. Paramount-Famous is pub- 
lishing. 

“Secret Love,” which is sung in 


a big score for her at Columbia 


Records. Cut has topped the 250.- 
000 sales figure and it’s expected 


(Continued on page 46) 


Coral in Disk Race With 
Original German ‘Papa’ 


In a move to cash 








| U. S., Coral Records is hitting the 
| market this week with the original 
| disking cut in Germany by Rita 


| Martin, is already being talked up | 


the pic by Doris Day, is racking up | 


in on the; 
quick takeoff of the English ver- | 
|sion of “Oh, Mein Papa” in the | 





RCA Victor Chief of Artists & 
Repertoire 


George R. Marek 
reviews why end how 


It Takes All 
| Kinds of Music 
> + * 
an interesting byline piece in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











BMI, Songwriters Suit 
In Draw for 1st Round; 





| Tie first round in the $150,000,- 
000 antitrust suit brought against 
' Broadcast Music, Inc., and 42 other 


| defendants by the Songwriters of | 
America wound in a draw Monday . 
(14) when Judge John W. Clancy | 
of U. S. District Court, N. Y., gave | 


the defendants the right to ex- 
|amine before trial the plaintiffs in 
the action. The Songwriters had 
‘been pressing for an early start to 
the examinations. 
are now scheduled to begin Dec. 
21, or on such a date to which the 
| attorneys agree. 

Judge Clancy’s ruling gave the 
defendants the right to examine 
any 10 plaintiffs. ‘Songwtiters of 
America includes 33 tunesmiths.) 

At the end of two months of ex- 
| amination the defendants have the 
right to show necessity for further 
‘examination. If they fail to do so, 
| the plaintiffs may examine the de- 
| fendants. 
| The antitrust action was filed 
,last month. Defendants are BMI, 
the major networks, recording com- 
panies and the National Assn. of 
Radio and Television Broadcasters. 
The 33 plaintiffs are members of 
ASCAP. 





‘HERB MARKS SPARKING 
~— BIOPIC OF HIS DAD 


The upcoming 60th anniversary 
of the Edward B. Marks Music 
orp. may spark a biopic deal on 
which the hate founder's son, Her- 
bert E. Marks, present head of the 


firm, has been working. It’s titled 
“Mother Was A Lady,” one of the 
songs E. B. wrote, although he is 
better known as a publisher. The 
Marks firm dates back to the time 


DISK GRABBED BY CAP | wot’, Cousatt, aspect, of the | scpn W. Stern Music Co., later ab- 


After cleaning up with Johnnie 


|the same tune by De 


| Wottawa’s slice with a workover of | 








Standley’s “It’s in the Book,” Cap- 
itol Records latched on to another 
recitation disk last week with the | 
buyout of Deacon Andy Griffith’s | 
“What It Was, Was Football” from 
the indie Colonial labet. Nal Cook, | 
Cap’s national sales manager, | 
planed down to Chapel Hill, N.C., 
to finalize the deal with Colonial 
topper Orville Campbell. 

“Football” is a two-sided disk 
dissertation of a hillbilly’s reaction | 
to a grid game. Cap shipped out 
10,000 jukebox copies over the | 
weekend and is planning a hefty | 
promotion campaign. 





Jingle Writer in Pop Wax 
Field as Indie Label Head 


_ Jingle writer Phil Davis will bow | 
in the pop wax field this week as | 
topper of the recently set up indie | 
label, Pavis Records. Earl «Nemo) | 
Paul will co-head the diskery. 

The preem Pavis platter will be | 
4 coupling of. ‘That's What a Girl | 
Appreciates,” thrushed by Denise | 
Lor, and “Whenever I'm Near | 
You,” an instrumental under the | 
direction of Paul. Miss Lor is with | 
Garry Moore’s TV show. 


Seeco’s R&B Subsid 


Seeco Records, indie Latino la- | 
bel, is moving into the rhythm & | 
blues field. Subsid will be tagged | 
Dawn Records. Bob Rosen, who'll 





Benny 
Weille’s orch. 

Both sides were originally 
leased by Deutsche Gramophone. 


re- 


sorbed into the present corpora- 
tion. 

Marks’ autobiog. “They All 
Sang.”’ is now a standard work on 
‘the yesteryear music business. 


Exams Set Before Trial 


Examinations | 


ASCAP Quickly Sets Another Huddle 





Tuneful Science 


The record biz is moving in 
on the science fiction field. 
Brunswick Records _ started 
the ball rolling last week with 
an album release of ‘“Impres- 
sions From Outer Space.” Set 
was.cut by Larry Elgart. 

Titles included in the pack- 
age are “Beyond Gravity,” 
“Lunar Sleep,” “Asteroid 
Ballet,” ‘Gravitational Whirl- 
pool,” “Primordial Matter,” 
“Space Intoxication,” ‘Airless 
| Moon” and ‘Purple Planet.” 





Bill Simon’s Thornwood Music 
is publishing the tunes. 


Hub Symph Makes 
250G Fund Plea 


Boston, Dec. 15. 

In an unprecedented move here 
last week, trustees of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra sent out an 
SOS for funds to meet obligations 
for the current season via half- 
page ads in two Hub dailies. Ads 
stated frankly that the BSO is in 
critical financial condition, point-| 
ing out the dire need to raise $250.- | 
000 for this season, and urging 
broader community support. In| 
addition to the public appeal, sev- | 
eral committees have been organ- 
ized to solicit individuals and busi- 
ness houses for contributions with 
the feelings in some quarters that 
if this method fails, the only alter- 
native is to cut down personne! or 
drop the orchestra entirely. How- 
ever. regarding the latter course, 
trustee Michael Kelleher optimis- 
tically believes no such drastic 
move will be necessary and that 
the citizens will dig up the coin 
to underwrite the orchestra. 

The annual budget for the or- 
ganization, which includes 104 mu- 
sicians, is $1.500.000, but only 
$1.000,000 of that amount is raised 
by concerts. The balance is de- 
pendent on record royalties. earn- 
ings on endowments, rental of 
Symphony Hall, which this year 
has been exempted from taxes, and 
contributions of “friends of the 
orchestra”. 


Shannon’s Wax Bow 


Nitery  pianist-crooner Hugh 
Shannon will hit the wax market 
this week via Atlantic Records. 
Label is releasing a longplay pack- 
age tagged “Hugh Shannon Plays 
and Sings.” 

Meantime. Shannon is prepping 
for the opening of his Piano Bar 
in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, 
Jan. 10. 
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(Fri) After Deadlock on TV Rates 


* The American Society of Com- 


| posers, Authors & Publishers and 
|TV negotiators have scheduled an- 
other conclave on the music rate 
deadlock Friday (18) after another 
meet earlier in the week (14), Out- 
look for settlement is not too 
bright, but attempts are being 
made to keep the TV rates ques- 
tion out of the courts. 

Hassle between ASCAP and TV 
|is over the Society’s desire to re- 
|tain the current network bianket 
irate. The nets want a reduction in 
| the rate. 
| ASCAP is also negotiating with 
local TV stations on the current 
irate structure. The All-Industry 
Local TV Music License Commit- 
tee, representing 75 stations, is 
'dickering for the telecasters. The 
All-Industry Committee is angling 
for what it considers a fair rate on 
| both the blanket and per program 
‘licenses. A couple of weeks ago, 
the indies petitioned the courts to 
set an interim fee. The stations are 

pressing for this since the money 
is considered as station money, and 
therefore taxable. 

Meantime, network and indie sta- 
tion negotiators are attempting to 
jform an allkindustry committee te 
rep the locals as well as the nets. 


Facchine Heads 
Assoc. Band Dept. 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Russell Q. Facchine, former v_p. 
and director of General Artists 
Corp., has been named coordinator 
of the .band department of Asso- 
ciated Booking Corp.. effective Jan. 
1. Facchine will headquarter here, 
although he will spend consider- 
able time on both coasts. He'll 
work under supervision of Asso- _ 
ciated prez Joe Glaser and v.p. * 
Fred Williamson, head of the Chi 
office. 

Movein of Facchine to head the 
band department points up Associ- 
ated’s band expansion program, 
both nationally and in this terri- 
tory. Bandwise, the booking office 
has a commanding position in the 
jazz field with Louis Armstrong, 
Duke Ellington, Dave Brubeck, 
Gene Krupa and other topdrawer 
units in the fold. Recent acquisi- 
tion of Jimmy Palmer orch and the 
return ef Russ Morgan, with Les 
Brown and Tiny Hill also on the 
roster, has Associated in good 
stead with one-nighters and pack- 
age bookings. Overall weak spot 
has been the commercial bands on 
location dates, which Facchine will 
be called upon to strengthen. 


LIBBY HOLMAN BACK ON 
DISKS WITH 2 ALBUMS 


Torch singer Libby Holman will 
return to the disking fold after a 
long layoff via the recently set up 
MB Records. Two longplay al- 
bums, “Libby Holman Sings” and 
“Libby Holman’'s Blues Classics,” 
are being prepped for release next 
month. 

Miss Holman, who last recorded 
in 1942, will be accompanied on 
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Special exploitation advantages 


Usual Advertising rates prevail 


the albums by Gerald Cooke. 


‘Victor Exploitation For 
| ‘Big Four’ Packages 


RCA Victor is gearing its pop 
| promotional guns on four album 
releases set for next month. Pack- 
ages are by Eartha Kitt, Perry 
Como, Eddie Fisher and Ames 
Bros. Diskery’s sales department 
will exploit the albums as “The Big 
Four.” 
| Miss Kitt’s set will go out under 
the tag of “That Bad Eartha” and 
Como’s package will be labelled 
“I Believe.” Titles for the Fisher 
and Ames Bros. albums have not 
yet been titled. 


Lipton’s 21st Anni 


London, Dec. 15. 
Sidney Lipton last week cele- 
brated 2] years as a bandleader at 
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Trefaiger Square rently featured in “John Murray 
. , , nanac,” whic 
has tabbed French orch leader Alix : Anderson's Almapac, = wn " 
Combelle, oe sss a gis : iduaudl bold bet ved abd 


Grosvenor House and invited 30 


head ape " te 
eae UP the artists & repertoire | top West End batoners to a party. 


le . : . 
Cepartment, is currently eyeing, 
new talent: 
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\Jocks, 


Monty Kelly Orch: ‘‘Granada”- 
“Snow Snow” (Essex). Already on 
the revival trail via a flock of top- 
flight vocal waxings, ‘“‘“Granada” is 
given an added foothold on the hit 
brackets by Monty Kelly’s iush 
instrumental workover. It’s a rich, 
melodious slice that’s surefire for 
all spinning levels. Kelly backs it 
with a sprightly orch and chorus 
treatment of “Snow, Snow.” 

Deacon Andy Griffith: “What It 
Was, Was Football” (Part 1 and 2) 
(Capitol). This is an offbeat wax- 
ing that should repeat for Capitol 
the success it had with Johnny 
Standley’s similar-styled “It’s In 
The Book.” Deacon Andy Griffith’s 
analysis of a football game makes 
for a ribtickling shellac piece. The 
diskertation is delivered in a quiet 
southern drawl. It was taped with 
an aud present but the laughter 








Jukes and Disks 


GROSS 


belts it out in topflight style. Lee 
Roy and his orch have a bouncy | 
treatment of the tune on the Epic | 
label. Marterie also has a good | 
commercial bet with “Love's | 
Theme” on the reverse. 

Rita Wottawa-Benny De Weille | 
Orch: “Oh Mein Papa” (Coral). | 
This is a novel coupling of the) 
same tune that'll get plenty of dee- | 
jay attention. The Rita Wottawa_ 
side is the original version of the | 
song issued abroad by Deutsche. 
Gramaphone. It’s done in German 
musicomedy style, but the lingo} 
barrier won’t hurt its chances. In} 
fact, it may give it an added push. 
Benny De Weille’s orch_ gives) 
“Papa” a s‘ving treatment that’s | 
easy on the ear. 

Guy Cherney: “Song of the. 
Shirt”-“Don’t Ever Say Goodbye” 
(Tiffany). Guy Cherney should stir | 








Best Bets 


MONTY KELLY 
(Essex) 


ee ee ey 


GRANADA | 


DEACON ANDY GRIFFITH .. WHAT IT WAS, WAS FOOTBALL 


(Capitol) 


(Part 1 and 2) | 





_= 








sounds aren't obtrusive. 
commercial bet. 

Teresa Brewer: “Our Heart 
Breaking Waltz’-“Bell Bottom 
Blues” (Coral). Teresa Brewer is 
on a waltz kick again but it’s 
doubtful if “Our Heart Breaking 
Waltz” will come close to the clicko 


proportions of “Tili I Waltz Again | 
It's a routine tune | 


With You.” 
without much lilt or spirit. Miss 
Brewer has better spinning chances 
with “Bell Bottom Blues.” Side 
has a lot of pep and Miss Brewer 
gives it a good ride. 

Damita Jo: 
Song”-“Face To Face” (Victor). 
“Sadie Thompson's Song” got off 
to a good start a couple of weeks 


ago with two topflight instrumental | 


versions (Richard Hayman, Leo 
Diamond) so warbler Damita Jo's 
vocal warkover has slim chances 
“Si overtaking the orchs. However. 
she sells the bluesy beat with 
proper emotion and will pick up 
occasional spins. “Face to Face,” 
out of the Warner Bros. pic, “Three 
Sailors and a Girl,” also rates jock 
and juke play. 

Charles Paul Orch: “Martin 
Kane Theme”-“Love” (M-G-M). 
This is the kind of instrumental 


coupling that could come out of | 
Paul, 


left field for a big score. 
who's the composer of both sides, 
gives each tune a colorful, imag- 


inative reading. The theme from | 
TV show has) 


the “Martin Kane” 


best commercial chances. It has 


a nifty danceable beat set against | 


an eerie melodic line. The platter 
spinners should get behind it in a 
big way. “Love.” the theme for 
the “Nora Drake” radio show, also 
rates spinning attention. 
Ralph Marterie Orch: 
Creep’-“Love’s Theme” (Mercury). 


“The Creep.” an English import, | 


is getting wide diskery coverage 
and Ralph Marterie’s slice stands 
up as one of the best. Tune has 


ene of the catchiest beats offered | 
on wax in a long time and Marterie ' Palmieri will nab lots of spins for 


A sock | 





up some noise with this coupling. | 





'Frank Rullo 


| He’s, a good wax prospect with | 


|clicko potential. He has a lively 


|}side in “Song of the Shirt” and. 
| displays an exciting song styling | 
| that should win femme fans. He 


, Slows up on the reverse and fails 
_to register with as much impact. 


“Sadie Thompson’s | 


in “I Wish My Mom Would Marry 
, Santa Claus” (Columbia) . . . John- 
“The | 


George Beverly Shea: “I Found. 
a Friend’-“Robe of Calvary” (Vic- 
tor). “I Found a Friend” and 
“Robe of Calvary” are a couple of 
tailor-made tunes for George Bev- 
erly Shea’s religioso renditions. 
It’s not pop shellac but it’l! clean | 
up in areas where Shea and re- 
ligiosos are the big thing. He de- 
livers both in a deep and sombre 
mood. 


Billy Williams Quartet: “Ask Me 
No Questions’-“If I Never Get to 
Heaven” (Mercury). The Billy 


| Williams Quartet is a purveyor of 


slick harmony techniques and this 
coupling gives the group ample op- 
portunity to display its wares. On 
“Ask Me No Questions,” combo hits 
a bright and breezy pace and then 
segues to a soft, melodic mood for | 
the likable ballad, “If I Never Get 
Heaven,” on the reverse. The gay | 
lilt to “Questions” should win it a} 
strong ride on all levels. 

June Allison recuvering from an) 
duction “Le Fugitif.” 


rently 





George Frazier 
has a hep, nostalgic piece on 


No Tunes Like Show 
Tunes 


* * * 


a bright editorial feature in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of . 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











his slick treatment of ‘El Conti- 
nental” on the same label... 
dees okay with “I 
Love Paris” and “Oh, Mein Papa” 
on a Mercury coupling... Lee 
Monti should get some action with 
“A Bottle of Wine and You” (AI- 


lied) ... Guy Lombardo covers 
“The Jones Boy” on Decca in fine 
style ... Lee Nichols will get spins 
for “Have a Heart” (Allied). 


Waring Winds Up Tour 
With Big Reading Draw 


Reading, Dec. 15. 
More than 2,100 persons jammed 
into the Rajah Theatre here last 
Tuesday (8) for a Fred Waring 
program. The show, booked by 
Patrick Hayes of Washington, with 
prices at $1.90 to $3.90, had keen 





‘competition from a religious Christ- 


mas parade the same night, which 
attracted an estimated 50,000 per- 
sons. 


Hayes, who is represented locally 


| by vet booker G. G. Keeney, was 


extremely happy with the turnout. 
Extra chairs were added to ac- 
commodate the overflow in the 
2.100-seat theatre. Keeney is cur- 
negotiating for several 
stageshows to be presented in Jan- 
uary and February. 


Waring ended a 58-city tour here | 
and went into New York with his | 
troupe for a new series of televi- | 


sion programs. 





Kosty to Baton Special 


Philly Pension Concert. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 


Three special concerts will be! 
| presented by the Philadelphia Or- | 


chestra this season for members 


‘of the orchestra’s Pension Founda- 


Platter Pointers 


Charlie Adams has a bright folk 
side in “Hey, Liberace” (Colum- 
bia)... Ben Light takes “Blue 
Skies” for an ear-appealing ride 
on the Capitol label... Gene 
Autry has an okay seasonal entry 


ny Bond will win new friends with 
his cut of “Sweet Mama, Tree Top 
Tall” (Columbia) ... Dave Bal-| 
lard’s workover of “Off Shore” on | 
Decca rates attention ... Irene 
Valencia has a clicko chile version 
of “Anna” on Seeco .. . Charlie 


'Forrest Music, 


! tion. 


Concerts will include one under 
baton of Andre Kostelanetz Jan. 
11, a concert with Eugene Ormandy 
conducting and Zinka Milanov as 


/ soloist March 7, and a “First Chair” 


concert April 12, starring nine 


_first-desk members of the orches- 


tra as soloists, also under Orman- 
dy’s direction. 





Elmore White, who recently was 
named professional manager of 
will continue to 
operate his own indie publishing 


i firm, Elmore White Music, as well. 





VARTETY 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


qeererrrerTrsey 4464564064 
7 

3 1. RAGS TO RICHES (9) ................ rei eal Tony Bennett ........ Columbia . 
© Be ED keeis vncctesvesevesess che kbaddedaveses Dean Martin .....++++- Capitol 
3 SB Oe) gs ceddccwswocbescsooves nee aimath ealne aia doa Teresa Brewer ..ccccce:: Coral 
a i ee en awe ob ed does nldene sata ote ata a eae Madie Fisher? ..iccveces: Victor 
3 5. YOU, YOU, YOU (23) ...........c.cce. Rae red phd Ames Bros. ....ssse--: Victor 
Z 6. CHANGING PARTNERS (4) ..........ccssceccees se EE . ndbcaweses Mercury 
z A ee Oe aa ae Teresa Brewer ugha iad Coral 
Oe EE ea a a ae a Pa AAR Oe Frank Chacksfield ..... London 
ee | en eee sty Sai Ric keen Eddie Fisher ........... Victor 
ek. EE EE UE ok scones b0v is das veds es eieven vases’ Winterhalter-Rene ....... Victor 
+ 

z Second Group 

+ 

: OH! aide eae amide wk MUU aw eRe ON a bua Ai wea kes Pee Wee Hunt ........ Capitol 
z I OC tat a ae thao ie el aa iat a a a ae Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitol 
@¢ WOMAN ee Ee oN Serta ra le algnart cel eit ginin aan aka o Johnny Desmond .. Coral 
J STRANGER IN PARADISE .... ...........ccccceuee ac eee Tony Bennett ....... Columbia 
3 SWEET MAMA, TREETOP TALL ............000¢ eavcecceccces RAMEE tycectecani sees Trend 
z OH, MEIN ot Aud gee Reece Re a ge nee Eddie Calvert tea ea eae Essex 
I pa a a a a Ore BAe vive vewunen Victor 
2... sc cainbeukeddweuleeceeeus bewbesscs Four Aces .....ceeec.:. Decca 
@ BBGION OF OE, BUGUBTINE .......cccccaccceccccccccececcss Sammy Kaye ....... Columbia 
* 

+ “ y 5 v , y S a ° ° ee lr 4 » i > he aa a ae” ee i 
~ SHE WAS FIVE AND HE WAS TEN .......+.....eeeeeeeee eens Judy Valentine .......... Epic 
See GO ee Me, =... 5, ss as 0 0 Sdn 6p eo ueea O0s ess ceases Cornell-Dale-Desmond Coral 
z Se Ae ET PATE, . 4g kc cc once cececbnceceeccescceccccccas OUe OMe ea. Decca 
> a rt eh as. Dot 
i et nce eee, cat ae Julius LaRosa ........ Cadence 
} ‘Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks sona has been in the Top 10) 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 





Verdi & Mozart Arias (RCA Vic- 


tor; $5.45). 
disk of basso operatic faves. 
spite some chalkiness and hoarse- 
ness in the top register, rest of 
voice is the rich, tingling Pinza of 
old, exciting in the Verdi dramatic 
arias (like “Dormiro” from “Don 
Carlos”), charming in the Mozart 
(“Figaro,” “Giovanni,” etc.). 

Bellini: I Puritani (Angel, 3 LP; 
$14.85). Rarely-done opera makes 
a striking impression in this vig- 
orous, melodic Italian version of a 
dramatic, tuneful work. Maria 
Callas shows a firstrate talent, 
with a dark, creamy soprano, in 
femme lead. There’s good support 
from Giuseppe di Stefano, Nicola 
Rossi-Lemeni and Rolando Pan- 
erai. Tullio Serafin conducts. 

Britten: Diversion on Theme 
and Strauss: Burleske (Urania; 
$5.95). Pianist Siegfried Rapp is 
an accomplished soloist in Brit- 
ten’s engaging, light set of varia- 
tions. 
performance of the _ youthful 
Strauss work. Radio Berlin symph, 
under Arthur Rother, lends fine 
assist on both. 


Ezio Pinza in a fine 


De- 


Elly Ney gives a dashing’ 





D’Indy: Symphony on a French 
Mountain Air and Saint-Saens: 
Concerto No. 5 (M-G-M; $4.85), 
Two fine French works for piano 
and orch. Fabienne Jacquinot 
gives a well-balanced reading :o 
the romantic d’Indy and a man- 
nish, glittering performance of the 
unfamiliar though lush  Saint- 
Saens. Westminister symph under 
Fistoulari assists. 

Other disks of interest—Res- 
pighi’s Concerto Gregoriano, a 
lovely, serious work well-played 
by violinist Kurt Stichler and the 
Radio Leipzig orch (Urania); Bee- 
thoven’s Moonlight and Pathetique 
sonatas in quietly reflective, neat 
readings by and ‘accomplished 
Dutch pianist, Theo Van Der Pas 
(Entre); neatly-phrased, felicitois 
performances by Ania Dorfman 
and Robin Hood Dell orch under 
Leinsdorf of two appealing war- 
horses, the Grieg Piano Concerto 
and Mendelssohn Concerto No. 1 
(Bluebird). Bron. 





Pianist Walter Scott yesterday 
(14) started his 58th week at 
Omaha’s Hayden Hotse, 














Songs With Largest Radio Audi 
The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of December 4-10, 1953 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
Are My Ears On Straight ..... BPs erin. ss Gae'* Ores OO 
Baubles, Bangles And Beads—*“Kismet” ..... ooesh Tank 
Changing Partners ........ CCRT. Coen tobe e.e0 eee 
Don’t Forget To Write ..... ghia wees ves b6's.0 o 08 ss BE CeG 
MO NIMC ccc we cen see Deb Wean se citdew sweeteners 
tt MOONE ido 5 ain ts Gs ies ed es pes s 6606 eaclan cet Mn 
RRNEMRNS Fairs Sys cnkia ete ROR a rn are ed ee 00s oa wie 4a eee eee 
Happy Christmas Little Friend ...... occceccseveces Williamson 
CRUG Ce WE FIOATE a. Ab os bess beeen eer +... Robbins 
|B NEES ae 0 | ge re Robbins 
I Can’t Believe That You’re In Love With Me ..... Mills 
I Love Paris—*“Can-Can” ..........ccccccees -.- Chappell 
ee ye ee eaeletats Plymouth 
In The Mission Of St. Augustine ..............05- Republic 
joo eC Be aeiaaae selene -- Chappell 
PI NE 56 ss raid aa! Meoseigs eeeecccceece. Broadcast 
_ rg Love—*‘‘Me And Juliet” ..............+- Williamson 
NAR 0G Siow de eds a cawen aver wena. . Shapiro-B 
OE re am eiaiewate esis ieteioes 
RT ee ee ee ae cane . .... Sheldon 
Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer ................St. Nicholas 
Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town ...... Hed awsome 
Secret Love—i“Calamity Jane” .......... Secceses REMICK 
South Of The Border ........... ceeccccccccccess SRApITO-B 
Stranger In Paradise—*“Kismet” ................ Frank 
Sweet Mama Tree Top Tall ....... eeu oeip ees NEOMLIS 
That’s Amore—i“The Caddy” .............+..... Paramount 
Why Does It Have To Be Me ......... cu ouarpialars Feist 
I ee errr errr 
Fou You YOu ....+ tal iat pica cinta ane ene Perr 
Second Group 
ee iy ae ee ee ee Leeds 
Crying In The Chapel ................ coccccccces Valley 
Deadwood Stage—+“Calamity Jane” ..... eeeeeee Remick 
Don’t Take Your Love From Me .......... Braiaracot te Witmark 
Don’tcha Hear Them Bells ............. ceeasccecs MATE 
GS | A ree ee oocsecee MELON 
I Want A Hippopotamus For Christmas ........... Folkways 
EE ha NPEa sou 6 Cee aed cdddas che weeks cous Alamo- 
EE, UG wrk a are bo oyilek Sze ck als octeces PUnGUS 
ee ds Se ee ‘ eeeeeee. Deerhaven 
Keep It Gay—*“‘Me And Juliet” ........cccececce. Williamson 
Mama’s Gone Good Bye ........... . Wererere, tls 
DE hss eel a et iidckcewe Rede deuae ccs RRR Hanover 
I ns weniepeudGadcuaddes? mise a oamee Sheldon 
I 0530's bik waa gk 44a ack mack Jee Chappell 
Sadie Thompson's Song—‘‘‘Miss Sadie Thompson” . Mills 
SE ME Cs 56 Gage l okt ek cde toreeKi One Trinity 
BUIVOY THOUS cc icccecece Para eas Galea ak nae Boos Paramount 
Sleigh Ride ....... cee aI Rb ie i Seis .. Mills 
oo s All Ra naa mat Ata a Wieaa Geman ad iaitalce Meridian 
ypewriter ....... NAINin rer are aiesdea a alacetace bls baie ahve Mills 
Under Paris Skies ..... ; a Gases sua seen ees Leeds 
Vaya Con Dios ... <<. eaiaaaia ania inedeiindetscs 
Cs eh ales 62444 be Gad ban cerdc Cec ts Le Studio 
Top 10 Songs On TV 
(More In Case of Ties) 
er a eae eens beady ay Ai) ree Robbins 
RI ihe eu ae ee ae 
First Snow Of Winter sé ueeaneeceetreseseLe — 
ME oF oa inns, cc caeccccs, OL 
Highly Unsuccessful Leprechaun ................. Mark-J 
eC ieee so ve owas dee oagkiketuel Roncom 
65a bc bb be diek ena cacdern ae Broadcast 
i aco ceo ones canaduads cacao te 
MN OY OTRUIOG oi. oni od dccccdescadsecdeccnn. Frank 
You Alone ievsiws boedkabudicuuacetine see 
Five Top Standards 
(More In Case of Ties) 
En Bosworth 
RS i i ie le Ae Remick 
MO IE MUMS ENING ooo von oko ood cba nctceeccec. Famous 
INE onc anne kvko-d o eneeecccaccne Feist 
OM WON 6. oko vnccccdcdesckctheenncewnn BVC 
+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 











ae ae 


— tJ. «> 




















tea SRE ERE EE 

















Wednesday, December 16, 


1953 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





Al 





Nickel Sell Tops With Juke Ops: 
No Plans For Upping Tab to Dime 


The five-cent piece, a victim ofe 
inflation in the subway turnstiles, 
phone booths and other coin ma- 
chine devices, is still very much 
alive in the jukebox field. Despite 
sporadic movements of some oper- 
ators to experiment with 10c plays, 
the nickel is still standard in the 
jukes, with little likelihood of it 
being displaced in the near future. 

In the main cities of the east, 
where the 5c jukes are virtually 
universal, the ops are showing a 
profit despite the competitiou from 
video in spots that use the coin 
machines. There’s no indication 
that the juke operators want to 
upset the status quo by introducing 
a 10c machine and thus risk a 
sharp fall in the volume of plays. 

In some areas, notably Chicago, 
the 10c machines are being used 
without any adverse financial re- 
sults. Despite the good results in 
Chi and some other smaller cities 
in the midwest, most of the ops are 
in favor of standing pat with the 
nickel jukes. One factor in stabiliz- 
ing the 5c machines has been the 
introduction of the 45 rpm plat- 
ters. which have reduced replace- 
ment costs even though other op- 
erating expenses have gone up. 

In an effort to boost their rev- 
nue, some juke distributors have 
been going into the “one-stop” 
business. The “one-stop” is a store 
where the juke ops can buy disks 
from all companies at a nominal 
overcharge of 5c per disk. Since 
these locations get heavy traffic 
from the juke ops, the distribs are 
in a position to plug their ma- 
chines to potential buyers. 


BMI Hands Out 














Theodore E. Steinway 


(Pres. of Steinway & Sons) 


recalis 


Great Days of Music 


and Legit 
* a” cal 
an interesting editorial feature 
in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 
ARIETY 


OUT SOON 


Hilliard Back in N. Y. 
After Coast Trek 


Jimmy Hilliard, artists & reper- 
toire chief for RCA Victor’s new 
Label X, returned to his Gotham 
desk Monday (14) after a Coast trek 
where he made several talent deals. | 
Joe Delaney, label’s sales manager, | 
is due back in N.Y. from his road. 
hop next week. 

Latest plans cal} 











| this 
|U. S. tour of the Berlin Philhar- 


Furtwangler ’55 U.S. Tour 
Tipoff to Changed Times; 
Frequent Stormy Petrel 


Tijoff to the changed times is 
week’s announcement of a 


monic next season, with controver- 


|sial Wilhelm Furtwangler as con- 
ductor. 
has been booked by Columbia Art- | 


Orch of 105 to 110 men 


ists Mgt. for a 414-week tour, start- 
ing in February, 1955, giving 26 
concerts. It'll play in the east, go- 
ing as far as St. Paul, on one-night- 
ers, with two performances each in 


/N. Y. and Chi. 
Tour will be under the patron- 


age of Chancellor Adenauer of 
West Germany, and represents a 
deal of from $200,000 to $250,000 
in guarantees and expenses. Henry 
R. Reichhold, Detroit industrialist 
who angeled the Detroit Symphony 
for several seasons, has made an 
outright gift of between $50,000 
and $60,000 to pay the orch’s over- 
s€aS . passage. 
balance of guarantee. 

Tour was originated and worked 
out by Andre Mertens, Columbia 
veepee and its foreign expert, who 


made three trips to Berlin on the | 
28, | 
when he signed with the City of | 


deal, consummating it Nov. 
Berlin government. It’s reported 
that James C. Petrillo, American 
Federation of Musicians head, has 
given his okay, and that the U. S. 
State Dept. unofficially has ap- 
proved the tour in principle, al- 


for the diskery though all orch members still have | 


Col came up with, 








Veteran Songsmith 
Charles Tobias 


in a free-wheeling Nick Kenny-type 
“pome" style, compares yester- 
year and today's songplugging 
styles in 


The Old Order 
Changet 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











: Cap’s ‘Polynesia’ Album 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
itunes, tagged “Polynesia,” will be 


released by Capitol shortly after | 


the first of the year, 
Mauu Ariiteira Triitahi, 
tian chief known in Hollywood as 
| Charlie Mauu. 


Mauu is backed by six sidemen 


featuring 


An album of South Sea Island | 


a Tahi-' 


Petrillo Pitches to Ike for 20% Tax 
_ Lifting as Big Aid to Tooters 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

James C. Petrillo, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians prexy, urged 
repeal of the 20% amusement tax 
at a meet with President Eisen- 
hower yesterday (Mon.). Some 
25,000 to 30,000 jobs would become 
available immediately to tooters 
with the repeal of the tax on hotels 
and niteries, claimed Petrillo. 


Petrillo’s plea for relief from 
the tax results from a current sur- 
vey of tooter unemployment. He 
estimated that more than half of 
the 244,161 AFM members are not 
gainfully employed as musicians, 
According to the AFM chief, the 
20% tax puts a penalty on the 
employment of live entertainers 
and has already reached the point 
of no return when weighed against 
the growing unemployment it 
,; causes among musicians, waiters, 
i singers, dancers, etc. 
At the White House confab, Pe- 





o,0 ° i ; ld of his belief that 
Features Tahitian Chief ‘0.0.2 Music is threatened with 


|extinction unless it is supported 
by Government subsidy. He said 
that Government aid alone, at na- 
tional, state and local levels, can 
prevent the wiping out of the re- 
maining 129 little symphonies now 
waging a hand-to-mouth existence 
in the U. S. and Canada. There is 
some hope, he stated, that the 31 


to preem early next year umder the t0 be screened individually to get on the album, which includes two | — ae Eo my 


Label X banner. 


(Continued on page 44) 


inumbers he wrote himself. 








Hit Tune Awards 


Broadcast Music, Inc., held its | 
second annual award dinner for | 
publishers and writers of hit tunes | 
during the past year, in New York | 
last week (8). Martin Block, WNEW | 
disk jockey, emceed the entertain- | 
ment bill, which was headed up| 
by Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Ter- | 
ry Gilkyson, Ray Bloch, Pee Wee | 
King and Redd Stewart. | 

Recipients of the BMI awards. 
for 1953 were: 

“Your’ Cheating Heart,” com-. 
posed by Hank Williams, published 
by Acuff-Rose. 


“The Song From Moulin Rouge,” 
penned by Georges Auric and Bill 
Engvick, published by BMI. 

Many Times,” by Felix Stahl 
and Jesse Barnes: BMI. 

“Tell You're Mine,” by Nino Ra- | 
vasini and Ronnie Vincent; Capri | 
Music. E | 

“Don’t Let the Stars Get In Your 
Eyes, by Slim Willett; Four Star 
Sales. 

“Gambler’s Guitar,” 
Loew; Frederick Music. 

Anna,” by R. Vatro and F. Gior- 
dano; Hollis Music. 

You, You, You,” by Lotar Olias | 
and Bobby Mellin; Mellin Music. | 
Say You're Mine Again,” by | 
Charles Nathan and David Heisler; | 
Meridian Music. 
Tell Me a Story,” by Terry Gil- | 
Ky son; Montclare Music. 

_ Changing Partners,” by Larry | 
Coleman and Joe Dorian; Porgie 
Musie, 
‘Eh Cumpari,” by Julius LaRosa | 
and Archie Bleyer; Rosarch Music. 
_ “Ricochet,” by Larry Coleman | 
and Norman Gimbel; Sheldon Mu- | 
sic. | 
Crying in the Chapel,” by Artie | 
Glenn; Valley Music. | 
bv Till I Waltz Again With You,” | 
’y Sidney Prosen; Village Music. | 


Lubin Music on MPCE 
Unfair List in Pay Snarl 


Music Publishers Contact Em- | 
ployees Union placed Joe Lubin 
Music on the unfair list last week. 
MPCE action was taken against the 
firm and its officers, Joe Lubin | 
and Al Vann, because of failure to | 
act on a claim against them by con- | 
tactman Jerry Lewin. 

Lewin, who was on the Lubin | 
plugging staff several months ago, | 
Claims that the firm owes him two | 
weeks vacation pay. According to 
a MPCE spokesman, Lubin has 
agreed that the claim is correct but 
has failed to do anything about it. | 


by Jim 
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__TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major QOuilets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Curreni Issue | 


Retail Disks 





' 














EDDIE FISHER (Victor).....eeseseeeee: 


TERESA BREWER (Coral)... .......eese8: 


FOUR ACES (Decca) .......2 esccccccceeess 
FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) ....... 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which ere exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT | 


POSITIONS 
This Last 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
4 2 
5 6 PATTI PAGE (Mercury)......... 
6 
7 5 
8 7 AMES BROS. (Victor) 
9 - EDDIE CALVERT (Essex) 


10 ae H. WINTERHALTER-H. RENE (Victor).... 
TUNES 

| POSITIONS (*ASCAP. }BMI) 
This Last 
Week Week TUNE 
1 1 *RAGS TO RICHES. ........ cscccsccsecceees 
2 7 *OH, MY PAPA......... cc 00 cececcsceceeeers 
3 3 *EBB TIDE . Ae ee ee ewe kan 
4 2 +CHANGING DARMTMERS. .. cocccccccevcoves 
5 5 *RICOCHET..... 
6 4 *THAT’S AMORE..........--ceecess ibaa 
7 10 *STRANGER IN PARADISE.........--+++-: 
8 8 +MANY TIMES............ cc cceceesereececes 
4 6 FYOU, YOU, YOU..........ccceeeeeeeeecrcees 
10 10 *HEART OF MY HEART.........-++++00+:: 


TONY BENNETT (Columbia).............. /Rags To Riches 


{Many Times 
)Oh, My Papa 


{Ricochet 
') Baby, Baby, Baby 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) .......eeeeeeeees That’s Amore 


(Changing Partners 
)This Is My Song 


(Stranger In Paradise 
)Heart Of My Heart 


Ebb Tide 

You, You, You 
Oh, Mein Papa 
The Velvet Glove 


one 26466088 6206096.4.4 0:6 


TUNE 


PUBLISHER 
Saunders 


Shapiro-B 
Robbins 
Porgie 
Sheldon 

cataeak oeeuee . ..Paramount 
Frank 
ss ee ei a eeean ae Broadcast 
Mellin 
Robbins 


eseeoeneod4¢098009 


aan, senses seaeeoe8 e842 








_able to survive on their own. He 
| predicted, however, that in cities of 
' 300,000 population and less the 
days of longhair music and skilled 


musicians are numbered. 


Petrillo pointed out that the 
large fortunes of past generations 
that once supported serious music 
and musicians are fewer today. 
Taxes have dried up new sources 
of financial support and without 
governmental help the end of this 
phase of our culture is plainly in 
view, he added. 


Robbins Gets 
British Firms 


London, Dec. 15. 

Contracts are being signed in 
Lendon today (Tues.) for the take- 
over by Robbins Music Corp. of 
the British publishing firm of B. 
Feldman & Co. and its three asso- 
ciate companies, Herman Darewski 
Music Publishing Co.: Dix, Ltd., 
and British and Continental Musi¢e 
Agencies. 

Negotiations in connection with 
the involved estate have been £go- 
ing on the last two months. Julian 
Abeles, the copyright lawyer, who 
came to London nine weeks ago in 
connection with the deal, is return- 
ing to New York this week. He 
will be accompanied by his wife 
and by Abe Olman, Big Three gen- 
eral manager, who joined him in 
London a few days ago. 

Under the new deal, both Brit- 
ish and American music companies 
will have an interest in Feldman. 
The takeover was negotiated on an 
outright stock basis and involves 
all the assets of the four compa- 
nies, in addition to the catalog. 

Containing the names of many 
famous. composers, 
catalog is regarded as one of the 
most important in the trade and 
is reputed to be the third highest 
royalty earner through the Per- 
forming Rights Society, with an 
annual income of $280,000. 

John Firman, managing director 
of Feldman, is leaving the com- 
pany. No decision has yet been 
made in regard to a successor. 


RCA Starts Work on New 
Camden Building Project 








Camden, N.J., Dec. 15 
RCA Victor Division (Radio 
Corp. of America) has began con- 
struction on a group of buildings 
on a 58-acre tract in the Cherry 
Hill section of Camden, to serve 
as administration and laboratory 
headquarters for home instrument 

and service company activities. 
Walter A. Buck, v.p. and gen- 


eral manager of the division, said 
the project will have five intercon- 
nected buildings providing 325,000 
square feet of office and jabora- 
tory space and accommodations for 
1,400 persons. Project is expected 
to be compieted by fall of 1954. 
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There’s no biz... 
or album... like 


RCA VICTOR'S 
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Heath Band to Top 
Palladium Bill 


1d; 


| 
} 
London, Dec. 
Ted Heath and his Music, lead- | 
ing British combo, is to tov the} 
London Palladium variety bill for | 
two weeks commencing next | 
March 8 — 
It has become almost inevitable 
that—except for topliners of the 
calibre of Gracie Fields, George | 
Formby, ete —the_ top-of-the-bill | 
spot at the Palladium during the 
Variety season is occupied by 
Americans 
Typical is the sock business be- 
ing done by this band on one-niters 
At Barnstaple, Devon. on Friday 
(11), the Queen’s Hall where they 
played was sold out weeks before 
the event. so the promoter had the 
band’s music relayed from the ball- 


roon yan é ing ‘re ar- | | 
room to an adjoining covered mar ‘all prints of the picture for im- | 


ket square. And 5,000 people paid 
a shilling each (14¢.) just to listen 
to the music 

A rival, established 


told Vartety: “Ted Heath is the 


biggest crowd-pulling phenomenon | 


fn our business. At halls where 
bands normally can do a gate of, 
say £800- £@00 ($2,240-2,520', some 
of the leading touring bands may 


draw in up to £1,200 or £1,300 
($3,360-3 640 Then along comes 
Heath and does £2.500 ($7,000). 


That's an indication of his popular- 
ity with the public.” 


Petrillo Paying Out For 
Tornado Benefit Concert 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Huge benefit concert for Vicks- 
burg tornado victims is 
staged in Jackson, Miss., by James 
C. Petrillo, prexy of American Fed- 
eration of Musicians this week. Pe- 
trillo is shelling out for a sym- 
phony orchestra from the union’s 
trust fund, realized from disk royal- 
tles. 

Addgtionally, the union is pay- 
ing the expenses o€ actress Joan 
Biondell, one of the participants in 
the show, and is contributing 
$5.000 to Vicksburg rehabilitation. 





bandleader | 


being | 


Christmas Best Sellers 


(Week of Dec. 16-MDS, N. Y.) 
. White Christmas 

Silver Bells 
. Rudolph ... Reindeer 
Winter Wonderland 
Mommy Kissing Santa 
Santa Baby 

Frosty The Snowman 
Santa Coming Town 
Here Comes Santa Claus 
Hippo For Christmas 


-LOEW’S INFRINGE SUIT 
ON ‘TENDERLY’ TUNE USE: 


Loew’s, Jnc., 


os meee 


20. 








was named defend- | 


| ant in an infringement suit brought 


in N.Y. Federal 
(Tues.) by Edwin H. Morris & Co., 
which charged the film company 
with improperly using the publish- 
er’s copyrighted tune, ‘Tenderly,” 
in its Joan Crawford | starrer, 
“Torch Song.” An _ injunction, 
damages sustained and delivery of 


Court yesterday 


pounding are sought. 
Last April, according to the com- 


| plaint, Morris entered into an} 
|agreement with Loew's whereby 
ithe latter firm was licensed for 


under 
But, 


visual usage of “Tenderly” 
certain terms and conditions. 
it’s alleged, the 
quently infringed by utilizing the 
number in a mannér not prescribed 


, under the contract. 


Plagiarism Suit Hits 





‘T’m Walking Behind You’ 


| Keystone Music, a California 
| publishing firm, filed a copyright 
infringement suit against Leeds 
| Musie in N. Y. Federal Court last 
' week over the latter’s song, “I’m 
Walking Behind You,” one of this 
year's biggest hits. Keystone 
charges that the Leeds tune, 
ten by British songsmith, Billy 
Reid, is based on its copyright, “I 
Can't Forget You,” by Lou} 
Herscher and Paul Meliin. 

Latter tune was copyrighted in| 
1951 and was recorded by Capitol | 
Records. Keystone, whose attorney 
is Leonard Port of New York, is | 
asking for an injunction and dam- 
ages. 











} 
| 
} 
| 


defendant subse- | 


writ- | 




















NINA-NON 


A Christmas Lullabye 





THE GREATEST NAME 


701 SEVENTH AVE 








JONI JAMES 


SINGS 


MGM11637 
K11637 


M-G’M RECORDS 








CHRISTMAS 
AND YOU 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


IN ENTERTAINMENT 


NEW YORK 36, -N Y 


| 


i 


| 


+ 
+ 
? 
i 
+ 
ae MBIA 
1. STRANGER IN PAR. 
WHY DOES IT HAVE 

















Disk Companies’ Best Sellers...|BMIs Dual Kudos 
For Larry Coleman 


CAPITOL 
1. THAT’S AMORE .... 

genre THE RIGHT ONE | 
2. VAYA CON DIOS .. 


JOHNNY 


3. CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART ID 


ARTIST 


Dean Martin 


oe eeeeeees 


CHRISTMAS DRAGNET (PART ID 


— 


CHANGING PARTNERS 
I'LL ALWAYS BE IN LOVE 
OH! 

SAN 


PARADISE 


oe 


RAGS TO RICHES 


HERE COMES THAT HEARTAC HE 


~ 


GRANADA 

VD GIVE MY LIFE 
SECRET LOVE 
DEADWOOD STAGE 
ROBE OF CALVARY 
MINNEAPOLIS 


ese AL 

RICOCHET 
TOO YOUNG TO TANGO 
HEART OF MY HEART 


ao PF 


(LL Sy ae re 
BY THE RIVER SEINE 
BABY, BABY, BABY 


DECCA 
1, STRANGER IN PARADISE 
HEART OF MY HEART 


MIDNIGHT WALTZ 
MERCURY 
1. CHANGING PARTNE™ 


2. STRINGS OF MY HEART 
MAMA-PAPA POLKA 


LOOK WHAT FOLLOWED 


BCA VICTOR 
OH, MY PAPA 


ONCE UPON A TUNE 
5. CHANGING PARTNERS 
THINK 


| 
; 
re 











| Furtwangler 


Continued from page 41 











entrance visas. Fact that members 


‘might have been Nazis won't deter 
| visas under the McCarran Act: 


: fact 


that some might have been or are} 


Red-tainted may affect entry. 
so, subs would take their places. 
Controversy centers 
around Furtwangle 
many the top conductor in 
rope. He stayed in Germany under 
Hitler, continued to conduct and | 
headed a cultural setup officially as 


If 


mainly 


first musician of the Reich. He 
had conducted the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic in 1926-27 as a guest, 


after the Hitler 


‘stormy petrel. When 


in 1936, Furtwangler 
the post of musical director. 
tests from New Yorkers brought 
withdrawal of the offer. 

Similarly, in 1949, when the Chi- 
icago Symphony offered the CGer- 


TO BE ME? 


S22 es eee s 


see eee 


1 THINK I'LL FALL IN LOVE TODAY 


1 GUESS IT WAS YOU ALL THE TIME 
DRAGNET GOES TO KINDERGARTEN 
ROSITA RED RIDING HOOD 


WHERE DID THE aia MAN GO? 


A ES a Rusty Draper 
LONESOME SONG 

Be I oe. oe eerie oie a eR oer ..Richard Hayman 
JOEY’S THEME 

Ea os as ee NE oe te Ue eae Vic Damone 
IF I COULD M AKE YOU SING 

M-G-M 
Cera e ae BMP TOU oc. code dc ccnw concn Joni James 
NINA NON 

2. I FELL OUT OF A CHRISTMAS TREE .... Little Rita Fave 
THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS , 

S&S WOUWRE MY EVERYTHING ........ccccnccue Joni James 
YOU’RE NEARER 

4. CHRISTMAS EVE Billy Eckstine 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING NEW YE AR'S” EVE? 

5. GOD WAS SO GOOD 


ME HOME TONIGHT 


UNTIL YOU'VE SAID. GOODBYE 


2. SANTA BABY 

UNDER THE BRIDGES OF PARIS 
3. YOU ALONE 

PA-PAYA MAMA 
4. YOU, YOU, YOU 


but | 
regime he was aj} 
Arturo Tos: | 
canini quit the N. Y. Philharmonic | 
was offered | 
Pro- | 


WITH YOU 


..Pee Wee Hunt 


Tony Bennett 


Tony Bennett 


AGAIN | 
eee eee Frankie Laine 
Pe rs eee ere ee Doris Day 
Spree ree er ena Jill Corey 
eT Cee Teresa Brewer 
..Cornell, Dale, Desmond 


Johnny Desmond 


Teresa Brewer 


Ricky Vera 


Four Aces 


2. DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE ... . .. Bing & Gary Crosby 
WHAT A LITTLE MOONLIGHT Cc AN DO 

o OREBINGING PRETNEES ... . 5... icc Cece cecces Bing Crosby 
Y’ALL COME 

See ee Mills Bros. 
SHE WAS FIVE AND HE WAS TEN - 

5. ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A SWEETHEART .. Kitty Kallen 
A LITTLE LIE 

LONDON 
EBB TIDE ee eee .. Frank Chacksfield 
WALTZING BUGLE BOY 

A gh Be Dee Mantovani 
ADESTE FIDELIS 

3. GOLDEN WIGLINGS ...... ..ccccccccecss Frank Chacksfield 
A GIRL CALLED LINDA . 

4. CARNAVALITO . ..+- Cyril Stapleton 
THEME FROM “THE M AN BETW EEN” ¥ 

5. THE SKATERS WALTZ ... Mantovani 


Patti Page 


Gaylords 


Jimmy Walker 


EO ee Eddie Fisher 
Eartha Kitt 
Perry Como 
Ames Bros, 


Dinah Shore 


| 


/ 


| 


| 


ilade at the Broadcast Music 
|} award dinner last Tuesday 


| 
| 
} 


| switched 


Within the short span of three 
months, Larry Coleman has 
|emerged as one of the hottest 
| young composers in the music biz. 
| Currently riding the hit lists with 

“Changing Partners” and “Rico. 
‘chet,” he broke into the bigtime 
lin early September with “Tennes. 


l see Wig Walk” and “Papaya Mam. 


ma.” 
Coleman received a double acco. 
. Inc., 
(8) for 
and “Partners.” He 
to BMI last February 


Ricochet” 


| after a yedr’s tenure as an ASCAp 


| writer. 


Coleman figured that BMI 


| Offered the best opportunities for 


| tyro cleffers. 
| War 


| 


| 
| 


' 





PPPPPPPAE ESSE OLE 660446466466644446466666664660064- i. 


He is 30 and a World 
II vet. 

The young tunesmith takes ex. 
ception to the remarks of several 
vet songsmiths. that newcomers 
| shou!d set their goals high and not 
“write down” in hopes of nabbing 
|a quick buck. According to Cole. 
;}man, publisher and record com- 


| pany acceptance of tunes along the 


lines of “Moulin 
Tide,” etc., is still small. The coun- 
try music influence is steadily 
penetrating the pop field. he adds, 
and that’s what the music men are 
looking for. He admits that his 
current tunes were deliberate at- 
tempts to inject the country flavor, 
In order to sustain himself, he 
points out, a young writer has to 
“write down 
om Field First 

Like most novice  songsmiths, 
Coleman’s sights are set on the 
legitune field. He believes, how- 
ever, that a cleffer should try to 
i beat the pop field before attempt- 
(in g musical comedy. 


At this stage, Coleman doesn't 
feel that he should team up with 
/one steady lyricist. Switching col- 
| labs, he believes, puts him in line 
|for a constant flow of new ideas. 
He penned “Ricochet” with Nor- 
man Gimbel and Joe Darion, and 
worked with Darion, solo, on 
‘Changing Partners.” George 
Sandler penned the words to ‘Pa- 
paya Mamma,” while Gimbel 
|; wrote “Wig Walk.” 


In today’s music market, Cole- 
man claims, a young cleffer has to 
do much more than just write. He 
has to know how to make deal 
with publishers, see artists & rep- 
-ertoire men and, most importantly, 
‘he has to keep tab on public tastes 


Rouge,” “Ebb 


and trends. In fact, he says, the 
writer today has to be 50°o busi- 
ness man and 50°2 artist-cratts- 


man. 


Monti Masters to Allied 

Allied Records, Coast diskery, 
has picked up the masters cut by 
Lee Monti & His Paisans from 
Sharp Records. Sharp is a Chicago 
outfit run by Jimmy Martin 

The Monti sides being released 
by Allied this week are “Everyone 
Loves Mary Ann” and “A Bottle 
of Wine and You.” 








46-6 orn amet See 
RYY yew hb i PAAR 


man maestro its headship vacated | xy 


by Artur Rodzinski, strong protests 
nixed that. A group of top U. S. 
soloists stated they wouldn't 
pear with the orch under 


wangler. The next year, a move to 


bring the Vienna Philharmonic to | o 


|the U. S., also under Furtwangler, 
the maestro. 
artist, 


violinist Yehudi Menuhin 
| however 


, has risen to Furtwangler’s | 
defense ‘as a misjudged character, 


;} and has appeared with him in Ger. | 
r, considered by | 


Eu- | 


many since the war. 





| Louis Jordan and His Tympany 
Five set for a swing 
Florida next month. 


ap- | 
Furt- | a 


, fell through due to feeling eo ne oO 
A prominent Jewish | 3 


through | 


{Hippo The Hero Desig ) 
(Copyright 1953 Folkways 


| WANT A 
HIPPOPOTAMUS 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


(Hippo The Hero) 


Recorded by 
GAYLA PEEVEY 
Columbia Record No. 40106 


| tee 





| SRB FOLKWAYS MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Inc SF 











-America’s : Fastest 


= Selling =Records! 


















We 


_- 


Some¢ 
of Am 
et gl, é 
is grea 
plast a 
combir 
accom] 


shortc' 

Of | 
includ 

a ( e 
let ’en 
Berlin 
ness a 
dies a 
and \ 
this, t 
about 
needs 
no be 


Juli 
Holm, 
old fr 
Miss | 
Micha 
Mortc 
mana} 
flat al 
he ba 
said | 
(Bley 


“O] 
Bern: 
sales 
5.000 
high 

alrea 
has s 
contr 
Robi! 


Di: 
danc 
jays 
Phils 
(WE! 
whic 
tions 
Spec 


M 
Sum 
Ame 
the 
a ch 
Pach 
ising 
for 


TT) 
sore 
at t 
Juli 
(Ha’ 
(Vo: 


its 
Invi 
gue: 
by 














———eE Oe 








s 








Wednesday, December 16, 1953 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





45 








Inside Stuff—Music | 


come ASCAP writers, despite their sympathy for the Songwriters 
ft america’s $150,000,000 damage suit against BMI, the broadcasters, 
at al., are wondering if the broadside, “Isn’t this Crosby column great?,” 


js great. The N.Y. Herald Tribune’s radio-tv columnist John Crosby’s 
blast “appeared in some 35 daily newspapers, coast-to-coast, with a 


combined circulation of over 15,000,000!” (according to the flypiece 
accompanying the tearsheet), but some writers now wonder about 
fighting the case in the public prints. Besides, “while it follows the 
ASC AP-Schwartz line,” to quote one writer, “it just isn’t 100° correct.” 
“Qh” happens to be an old Byron Gay-Arnold Johnson 1918 copyright 
which, for some reason just caught on via the disKery treatment of 
pee Wee Hunt on Capitol, and “You, You, You” happens to be a good 
song. despite its BMI license. So this fingerpointing at BMI's alleged 
shortcomings isn’t favorably regarded. 

Of course, there was much that was good in the Crosby column, 
including the conclusion: 

“If the public wants hillbilly and ‘You, You, You,’ for heaven's sake, 
let °em have ’em. But let the rest of us have Cole Porter and Irving 
Berlin and Rodgers & Hammerstein and the rest of them. Their great- 
ness as songwriters is attested to by the fact you can hear their melo- 
dies all over the world—in Paris and Rome and Berlin and Helsinki 
and Vienna. But you can’t seem to hear them over here.” But even to 


this, the average ASCAPer says that “Crosby is carrying the torch | 


about poor millionaires—the big issue is that the average songwriter 
needs that plug because that means an extra few dollars. There'll be 
no benefits ever played for Berlin or Porter or R&H.” 





Julius LaRosa, playing Twin Coaches in Pitt last week, and Celeste 
Holm, who was there for preem of her new play, “His and Hers,” are 
old friends and met socially one afternoon. During their get-together, 
Miss Holm sang the tune “His and Hers,” inspired by title of Fay and 
Michael Kanin comedy and written by Albert Selden, co-producer with 
Morton Gottlieb of the show, and Ruth Aarons, Miss Holm’s personal 
manager. LaRosa fell for it on the spot, learned the words in nothing 
flat and called Archie Bleyer in New York immediately to listen while 
he baritoned it. Bleyer agreed with LaRosa on the song’s merits and 
said he’d be set with an arrangement for LaRosa to record for his 
(Bleyer’s) Cadence record just as soon as singer gets back in New York. 





“Oh! Mein Papa,’ Swiss song which Elliott Shapiro (Shapiro- 
Bernstein) latched on to abroad, is continuing to set a phenomenal 
sales pace on disks and sheet copies. S-B has been peddling about 
5.000 to 6,000 sheet copies a day since the tune broke through. A 
high of 10,000 copies was peddled in one day last week. Sheet copies 
already have passed the 175,000 sales mark. RCA Victor, meantime, 
has shipped out 750,000 copies of the Eddie Fisher version. Shapiro 
contracted for the rights for all English speaking countries with Armin 
Robinson, representative of the Swiss copyright owner. 





Disk jockeys around the country are hopping on “The Creep,” new 
dance importation from England, for special promotion dances. Dee- 
jays pushing “The Creep” step*with their dialers are Bob Horn ‘WFIL, 
Philadelphia), Robin Seymour (WKMH, Dearborn, Mich.), Bill Randle 
(WERE, Cleveland) and Bob Clayton ‘WHDH, Boston). Miller Music. 
which is publishing the tune in the U.S., is including the terp instruc- 
tions, devised by the Fred Astaire Dance Studios, in its sheet copies. 
Special instruction flyers are being sent to the platter spinners. 





Management firm for “exotic” talent is being put together by Yma 
Sumac, Peruvian canary. On an upcoming tour of Latin and South 
America, she and her composer-husband Moises Vivanco will be on 
the lookout for new, unusual talent. Performers discovered will get 
a chance to appear in a package revue together with professionals. 
Package will tour the South American countries and the mosf prom- 
ising talent will be brought back here by Miss Sumac and Vivanco 
for American debuts, 





The current, first exhibition of record album design is being spon- 
sored by the American Institute of Graphic Arts at its headquarters 
at the Little Gallery, N.Y. Exhibit includes covers for “Romeo and 
Juliet” (Columbia), “Music of Mexico” (Decca), “Mass In Time of War” 
‘Haydn Society), “Missa Solemnis” (Period) and “Christmas Oratorio” 
(Vox). Show was compiled by the Bookbuilders Workshop, Boston. 





Sheldon Musie will play host to the writers and artists who waxed 
its songs at a cocktailery at Toots Shor’s, N.Y., next Tuesday 92), | 
Invite tabs the shindig a “Family Gathering” and pays tribute to the 
guests with “your voice, your words, your music.” Firm is operated 
by Moe Gale. Goldie Goldmark is professional manager. 


— ee + 


Going to Be Big | Pubs Hit Upstate Grill 
THIS CHRISTMAS With Infringe Action 


“FREDDIE Suit was cognate 
THE LITTLE Federal court last week by Broad- 
FIR TREE”’ 


;cast Music, Ine., E. B. Marks Mu- 
Gene Autry 











‘sic, Regent Music and Lois Music 
|against J & J Grill, Rochester, for 
| copyright infringement and _ per- 
formance without permission on 
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Survey of retail disk best Sievijclaleija lots = S\.|¢ 
sellers based on reports ob- MIELE SislelgylSielsi=}o 
tained from leading stores in sialé Sits Zilic|¢i 
11 cities and showing com- o|= = Eisisis S Siclfl a 
parative sales rating for this aicis o «|< E QAjn [aia L 
and last week. = ligisais © | | | 

be x Slzixg = s. | @ 
lle J@aliFivle/aljezl2ieisi ® 
Si aly l e2is|/j;1|sa 1% zi] 2 
National sizi|] Clsplielélis e;c; i 
Rating eIigis sisi<ls bs a si/<| 4 
This Last FIE(Zi2ZIi,/81/8 1/818 13818)| T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Zi&@ ies |OCiZIAZAIZIZI¥IE |S! S 
TONY BENNETT (Columbia) 
1 1 “Rags to Riches” ov ese ee cess ecoecess 1 2 3 1 4 8 3 9 67 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
2A 17 a ee) ee i ere er 4 4 1 8 2 46 
DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 
2B 2 “That's Amore” Seeeeeee eee eee 3 2 2 4 6 3 46 
TERESA BREWER (Coral) 
4 4 “Ricochet” vote cee sere esccereoorces 8 4 3 3 6 5 6 42 
- FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) 
5 2 “Ebb Tide” ..... ; a Oe 5 a ; a i 3 ? 1 41 
PATTI PAGE ‘Mercury? 
6 7 “Changing Partners” sande vat uamata ine walle 9 1 3 10 7 5 5 37 
EARTHA KITT (Victor) 
cf, We os . Sar rr ee 10 7 6 10 7 7 o 26 
EDDIE FISHER Victor) 
7B 11 “Many Times”... _ Ee 5 5 5 3 26 
EDDIE CALVERT (Essex) 
9 5 “Oh, Mein Papa” Rigas 1 5 2 25 
JULIUS LaROSA ‘Cadence) 
10 9 “Eh Cumpari”.... SRE eee ee 7 4 2 20 
FOUR ACES (Decca) 
11 9 “Heart of My Heart” Sa ee  —— 10 18 
STAN FREBERG (Capitol) 
12 MM oe See 7 1 2 % 10 16 
LES PAUL-MARY FORD ‘Capitol) 
13 6 “Vaya Con Dios” Se, een ee Se... 10 7 6 15 
WINTERHALTER-RENE (Victor) 
14 10 “Whe VeRPee GIOVE ow inc ccc aee ns 7 4 8 14 
TONY BENNETT ‘Columbia) 
15 16 “Stranger in Paradise” ie ip eee ee 8 1 13 
CORNELL-DALE-DESMOND (Coral) 
16 oo 8 © eS eer ere 6 4 12 
LIBERACE ‘Columbia’ 
17 15 “Story of Three Loves”............-. 1 9 12 
FOUR ACES ‘Decca! 
18 20 “Stranger in Paradise” ......:......-- 3 io] 10 
~~FOUR LADS (Columbia) ae 
19 , “letenber |... SSO ee Oe 8 d | 
STAN FREBERG ‘Capitol: 
20 “C’Est Si Bon” Be Sh Sel : Y ee eee 4 
| : | ’ | . ; FORD a ANNI 
ARTHUR GODFREY) GLENN MILLER CONCERTOS FOR) CHRISTMAS A peel 
F I V E 4 | You CAROLS d 
| Christmes with Limited Edition | Mory Mertin 
| Arthur Godfrey | — ° Liberoce-Weston Montoveni Ethel Merman 
A 4 B U M S | Columbia Victor | Columbia | London me 
| C 438 LPT 6700 ML 4764 | LL 913 DU 999 











Disk Jock Terp-Concert 
Set for N.Y. by Art Ford 


Disk jockey-sponsored terp-con- 
certs, Which have been spreading | 
around the country, will get a New 
York preem Dec. 27 under the 
aegis of Art Ford, platter spinner 
on N. ¥. indie WNEW. Bash, which | 


‘is being pegged at the teenage disk 


devotees, is set for 
Center from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The hop will feature about 30 
wax artists including Don Cornell, 
Alan Dale and Johnny Desmond. 
Neal Hefti will head up the orch. 
Coral Records plans to record por- 
tions of the bash for a longplay 
album to be tagged “Art Ford's 
Music Time U.S.A.” Tix for the 


Manhattan | 


| this 


Christmas Day. Loew's is trying to! 


| tap the juve market for its houses 


If the Ford stanza works out, other 
deejavys will be offered spots 
around various other houses in the 
city. i 





Heart Attacks Fell Two | 
Chi Batonists Same Night 


Chicago, Dec. 15. |} 

By unusual coincidence, heart at- 
tacks felled two bandleaders of | 
vicinity while they were at} 
work onstand last Saturday (12) | 
night. Wellknown Chi batonist Lew 
Diamond died in the midst of a 
performance at the Palmer House 
Hotel here, and in nearby Joliet 
local orch leader A. R. McAllister | 


Adams to Derby 
Derby Records, which has been 
expanding into the rhythm & blues 
and hillbilly field, last week named 
Charlie Adams to head up its 


;country music division. 








England's Big Smash Ballad! 








Columbia + ae “Paper Doll,” “Nosey Joe” and. bash will be priced at $1.50. | collapsed during a number with the 
bia + 40092 +172  cimtoodahot Eyes.” ’ j Loew's theatres M ill try a deejay Harwood post American Legion | » 
SEMICAN MUUS. 6. Plaintiffs ask injunction and policy at the Melba, Brookisn. |Dasr ii cter is. rep MPM (LER MUSIC CORPORATION 
9109 § ag 2 inimu ‘or Ford will take a package to that| McAllis s repor air A | 
— wehywoed gd — Sere | house for three. days, starting condition at a Joliet hospital. i 
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Backed by A GIRL CALLED LINDA—1368 
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On The Upbeat | 





New York 

M-G-M Records picked up Gin- 

ny Gibson’s option 

gan into the Casa Marina, 
West, Fla., Saturday (19) 


Key 


Miami, last Thursday (10) Hen- 





Erroll; 
Garner opened the new Birdland, | for Calvary Sunday Evening Club 


Christmas Week show opening | 
Monday (21) ... Tony Little, or- | 
ganist, has checked out ‘of the| 


Betty Madi-| Ankara after a long stay and set) 


up shop at the Mona Lisa Lounge 
. Stim Bryant Wildcats signed 





dinner dance Dec. 29 . . . Siboney | 


ry Okun handling disk promotion | Quintet into Colonial Manor, fol- | 


for Epic Records pactee 
Heyer. Okun is also personal man- 


Bill | jowing the Johnny Pineapple unit | 


Louise Shaw singing with 


aging rhythm & blues thrush Pau-| Marty King band at William Penn 


line Kodgers Paul Flannagan, 
disk jockey on WTRY, Troy, N. Y., 
recuperating from surgery at st. 
Mary's Hospital in that city 

Crooner Danny Sutton currently 
at the New Monte Carlo Club, Lit- 
tle Ferry, N. J 


Dunne opened at the Cascades | re 
Club. Miami Beach, Monday (14) 
Pat Terry begins an engage- 


ment at the Flagship, Union, N. J., 
Dec. 22 Bob Snyder and Marty 
Ross teamed up for a deejay show 
on WABY, Albany. 

Tommy Reed orch currently at 
the Hotel Statler, Buffalo .. . Carl 


Stutz. deejay on WRV. Rich- 
mond. Va., in town visiting pub- 
lishers Hy Ross, Big Three 
contactman, celebrates his 16th 
wedding anni Friday (18) .. 
Thrush Pat Reed inked to Epic 
Records 
Pittsburgh 


Two-piano team of Bobby 
Cardillo and Reid Jaynes and or- 
ganist Everett Haydn have ex- 
changed rooms, Cardillo and 

t ving downtown to Hotel 


Jaynes mo 

Sheraton Lounge from Dore’s 
Restaurant in East End and Haydn 
switching from Sheraton to Dore’s 
‘ New combo of Pat McCauley, 
guitarist. and Loran E. Hodgkiss, 
on organ. into Hotel Roosevelt's 
Svivan Room for a run Ralph 
Flanagan, booked into Horizon 
Room for one week. held over five 
extra nights, through Friday ‘18 


Hugh Tully Trie renewed again 
at Carlton H Del Monaco 
Quartet returned to Blue Moon 


fonda indesnite stav 
sionda inadennite 


Al DiLernia’s 


ise 
usc 


' + 
or an & 


threesome h3id 


i 4 
32M Penn 


option picked up at Will! 

Hotel. DiLernia himself, after the 
hotel job. doubles into Playhouse 
Gri playing the accordion 
Weela Gallez will follow Wally 


Griffin into the Monte Cario 

Jaek Durant and singer Marion 
Colby. formerly with Blackburn 
Twins cosheadline Ankara’s 











ATTENTION 
BAND LEADERS"! 


An opportunity to get a “WHITE” 
bus that will carry 18 and sleep 4. 
Original cost $45,000. Motor and 
all equip. in A-1 coadition. Has 
CARRIER air cond. unit, shower, 
kitchen, hot water heater, toilet and 
full living crea. $6000. full price, 
cash. Daily Variety, Box 405, 
6311 Yucea St., Hollywood, Calif. 


| 





| 


| 
| 


| 
Tavern. | 
| 


Chicago 
Artie Shaw and his Gramercy | 
Five slated to reopen the Encore | 


Warbler Jeanne | Room on Jan. 8 for four weeks | 


. Russ Carlyle, current at Tria- | 


non Ballroom, Chi, doubling at 


| Aragon on Dec. 21-25-27... Duke | 


} 


Ellington booked 
frame onstage at Regal Theatre | 
here beginning Dec. 25... ./ 
Frankie Masters held over for new 
ice revue at Conrad Hilton Hotel 
starting Dec. 18 ... Horace Heidt 
to Edgewater Beach Hotel for New 
Year's Eve ... Sax Mallard Quar- 


for a_ single| 


| tet now indefinite at Crown Propel- 


jlor here 














and now 


LEROY 
ANDERSON 








with hes greatest yet 


The Typewriter 


o1cce PECOSD 2888 





MILLS MUSIC, INC. 





Teddy Phillips to 
Southern Hills Country Club, Tul- 
sa, Dee. 18-31 ... Charlie Barnett 
set for Terrace Lounge, East St 
Louis, Dec. 22 for two rounds... 
Skinnay Ennis pegged for Schroed- 
er Hotel, Milwaukee, Dec. 29 for a 
fortnight Ted Lewis into 
Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, Dec. 


17 to Jan. 13 . Tommy Reed 
urrent at Statler Hotel, Buffalo, 
through Jan. 6. 


Hollywood 
Herb Silvers orch inked tc play 
the City of Hope cocktail party at 
Mocambo next Sunday (20) ... 
Freddy Martin claims to be the 
only bandsman NOT to have cut a 
new Xmas disk this year... Pud 


Brown joined the Jess Stacy quin- 
tet at the new 22 Club on Sunset 


Strip. Spot will feature a jaz 
policy with Red Nichols, Jack Tea- 


garden and 


the next few months .. . Les 
Brown set for a Christmas Night 
date at the Riverside Rancho here 

i will handle New Year’s eve 
2t the Rendezvous Baliroom, 
Raoul Kraushaar clef- 





new tune, “The Brown 
mp,.’” to immortalize the 


shuffling feet of Derby diners... 
Harry James reports to Columbia 
today ‘Tues.’ to cut a new album 

. . Elmer Bernstein wrote a new 
tune. “Sgt. Jack.” for the score of 
the film “Dieppe Raid,” with lyrics 
by Richard Bartlett. 


Houston 
Pee Wee Hunt, who played to a 
Capacity house on his recent one- 
night stand here at Devonshire 
Lounge, may be booked for a re- 


turn engagement at the same spot | 


in March. This time Hunt and his 
band will be in for a week’s stand 
... Don Cannon and his orch have 
completed their third straight year 
here at the Trading Post. Connie 
Burgess has joined the band as 
vocalist . Teddy Phillips and his 
band are in for a three-day stand 
at the Mural Room, Baker Hotel, 
. . . Jack Teagarden and his band 
in at Louanns Friday (11) for a 


one-nighter. 


Omaha 


Pianist Hazel Scott gave concert 
at Blackstone Hotel here Sunday 
(13) in connection with Omaha 
Committee for the State of Israel 
bond drive Jack Cole orch 
| opened last Wednesday (9) at the 
| Music Box ... Billy Albers orch of 
Lincoln played Doane College's 
“Winter Wonderland” dance at 
Crete Saturday (12) . . . Organist 
Bob Welch set at Johnny's Cafe 
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Artie Shaw & Gram- |! 
ercy Five slated to follow Stacy in) 


| 
Chi Symph Swings Over 
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Survey of retail sheet music E n [IS le 

sales based on reports obtained ss Ot at. g y % 

from leading stores in 12 cities 5] 9 131s § 3/3/s5 
and showing comparative sales A};e Pigia gia|a T 
rating for this and last week. elf il/Si|BAlaule = elals Flo 
*ASCAP + BMI BIS/sisei/s]/el2/8la]e) 8] 7 
olf/2/2/ 28/8) s/2/= 1/818] 8] a 
Pols ie isl isis] ays aa & 
ESS e172 lee lela] se 
National ElBlzl sisi gl sl21F15) ea] gs] o 
Rating »|2leli& 2 Ziale¢ < e|je}| ft 
B/S 2S) < ls lB) Fl si <| x 
This Last Fis e/Sislsis/3/si8]si|T 
wk. wk. Title ane Publisher zhi 8 Cieglalalalalsls S| os 
1 2 ‘*Rags to Riches (Saunders). 6 5 6 3 3 3 1 5 1 «+1 «8 2 8 
2 1 *Ebb Tide (Robbins)............ a 7 1 6 2 ee 2 2 4 3. 86 
3 3. +Changing Partners (Porgie)..... 2 7+’ + eS Ss S|. 2 ©. oe 
4 5  +¥You, You, You (Mellin) 9 oo 2 eee ee 7 55 
“5 7 *Stranger in Paradise (Frank) eek ee 7 8 9 1 5 53 
6 8 *Ricochet (Sheldon)............. 4 5 5 9 5 9 7 6 9 40 
z 4  *Vaya Con Dios (Ardmore)....... (aes 6 5 s 8. © a0... 6 39 
8 12  *Oh, My Papa (Shapiro-B)....... r f= 2 9 ef 2 .. 88 
9 6  +Many Times (Broadcast)........ wn 4 4 4 2 a 2s 
10A 9  *That's Amore (Paramount)...... . wm Be ier ae 
10B 11. “Heart of My Heart ‘Aobbins).... .. 4 .. .. 4... .. .. 10 .. 5 2) «O21 
12 ae *Rudolph the Reindeer (St. Nich.) .. (er ear eer? 4 16 
i315  +Mission of St. Augustine (Rep. .... .. e 8 .. of 1 .. « we ss SJB 
14 » ROO ee eee, eee eee eee 
15 «Fe SP EP MerEpE eS eres ae 7 

here ... Eddie Skeets orch one-, promotion, owing to the brevity of 


j fe ss 
|nighted at Grand Island’s Glovera 


Ballroom Thursday (10) ... Slim 


' Eberhardt emceeing WOW’s radio 


Jamboree here . . Lambert 
Bartak orch weekended at Peony 
Park (12-13), with Bobby Mills and. 
Mal Dunn following Larry 
Camello, dance pro at Peony, in- 
augurated “Let’s Dance” program 
on KMTV. 


} 

Scotland 

Anne Shelton, topping bill at 
Glasgow Empire, mulling trip to 
Holland for radio and concert 
stints ... Don Emsley, 27-year-old 


| Scot singer and lead tenor of Lon- 


don vocal groups, off to America 
under name of Donald Macdonald, 
complete with dress kilt ... Cliff 
Hanley & Ian Gourlay wrote new 
tune, “Marching Through the 
Heather,” for Scot singer Robert 
Wilson ... Lee Lawrence, English 
singer, headlining at Empire, Edin- 
burgh, and _ introducing novice 
singers into his act BBC's 
Scot Variety Orch, under Kemlo 


| Stephen, making TV debut Dec. 31. 





“4 
| 
To Victor From Mercury 


RCA Victor will add to its long- 
hair orch roster this week with 
pacting of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. The symph is currently 
headed by Fritz Reiner, longtime 
Victor pactee. George Marek, disk- 
ery’s artists & repertoire chief, 
heads to Chi Friday (18) to ink the 
deal. 

Although no repertoire has yet 
been set, initial recording date has 
| been set for March. Orch will wind 
up its current pact with Mercury 
| Records with two more releases. 
Upcoming sessions will be conduct- 
ed by Antal Dorati, maestro of the 
| Minneapolis Symphony, which is a 
Mercury pactee. | 








=— | 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 5.) 
London. Dec. 8. 


Answer Me .....2<02: Bourne 
Mommy Kissing Santa Morris 
Poppa Piccolino .....Sterling 
Swedish Rhapsody ..Connelly 
Big Ben Box & Cox 


Vaya Con Dios ...... Maddox 
Wish You Were Here Chappell 
F Melueve 2 oka ess Cinephonic 
Cnicea BOOM. ...és o> Dash 
MROCOOMBE Fick so kk ck 60 ks Victoria 
Moulin Rouge ...... Connelly 
RATBOUGHC 4 cas son aes Bourne 


Second 12 


Crying in the Chapel. Morris 
If You Love Me..World Wide 
Rags to Riches.....Chappell 
TOU SOU VO ok. cee Mellin 
Bridge of Sighs ..Maurice 
Look At That Girl. Cinephonic 





OE OY ee eae aire Wright 
Flirtation Waltz ..... Bourne 
ee a .. Feist 
Where S'man Go..Polyphone 
MO: BENO: 6 hk déncands Bron 
Golden Tango .......Wright 


| - {the record plugging season. The 
Film Tunes | rage for towheaded singers he calls 
| |a false trend, opining that people 
Continued from page 39 are tiring of hearing kids sing 
Christmas songs offkey. Another 
Chi diskflipper, Hal Tate of WAIT, 
blames the downbeat on a general 
absence of holiday spirit, and a 
number of other record spinners 
suggest that the Yule itself be bet- 
ter touted with tunes like ‘Let's 
Put Christ Back Into Christmas.” 











to continue to move up steadily. 
Remick Music, which is publishing 
the tune, expects to keep “Love” 
its top plug for the next few 
months. 


“Love,” a ballad, was written by 
Paul Francis Webster and Sammy 





Fain. Both publishers and disk- 

eries prep longrange plugging| Ken Remo, M-G-M Records pac- 
= for ballad — since 2 tee, set for a two-week date at the 
een proven to tradesters that 

ballads take time to move out.|°<Yway Terrace, Cleveland, begin- 
Col expects “Love” to be Miss| Ding Dec. 21. 








Day’s biggest ballad hit since 
Magic” five years ago. “Magic,” 
incidentally, was from her first 


we pic, “Romance on the High SECRET 
| No Sock Songs LOVE 


Recorded By 
Continued from page 1 


DORIS DAY 


COLUMBIA +40108 
M. WITMARK & SONS 


Te’ 
‘au6 























in an all-or-nothing bid with new 
releases. Instead of waiting to grab 
a share of the biggie, the disk- 
makers are gunning for the lion’s 
share, and the competition is keen. 
Coincidental 

Mercury and Coral are covered 
on “Ebenezer Scrooge,” and Dec- 
ca, London and Mercury all have 
etched copies of “Where Did the 
Snowman Go?,” but neither of 
these tunes is being hummed all 
over town. Top popularity bid by a 
Christmas tune is being made by 
Eartha Kitt’s ‘Santa Baby” on Vic- 
tor, but it’s not of the Christmas 
spirit ilk and its relation to the 
Yule is somewhat coincidental. Be- 
sides, its double entendre limits 
the tune’s appeal with the juves. 

Saxie Dowell, WGN deejay, sub- 
mits that the disinterest may have 
resulted from an overloading of 
novelty type songs and a lack of 
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The Mightiest Band In the Land 


LENNY HERMAN 


Just Concluded 12 Weeks WARWICK HOTEL, PHILA. 


Frank Daly's MEADOWBROOK 
December 11-12-13 


Currently CARLETON HOTEL, WASH., D. C. 
DECCA RECORDS 
Binaural Sound Recordings for Livingston 
HARRY WEINSTEIN, Personal Manager 
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Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 





Hollywood 


New York Chicago | 
8619 Sunset Bivd 


745 Sth Ave. PL. 9-4600 Wabash 


203 No 
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Burley Needs Special Concessions To. 
Survive, 9ez Minsky; Pay Rate ‘Unfair’ 


Chicago, Des. 15. , 
announced closing of his | 
Theatre here last week, 
Minsky, one of the coun- 
burley impresarios, told 
that burlesque could not 
anywhere any more as} 
for labor reasons, it is 
th other forms of show 


On the 
Rialto 
Harold 
tiv's top 
VARIETY 
curvive 
jong as. 
( assified Wi 


biz 


“The basic cost for our opera- 
tion of the Rialto,” he said, “‘is 
about the same as it is for a pres- | 
entation house like the Chicago 
theatre, but our grosses aren't 
anywhere as high. While the Chi- | 
cago can draw from 95% of the 
public, a burlesque theatre has a 


potential audience of about 10° 
of the populace, since most people 


cant consider coming near our 


place 

‘ Minsky thinks it’s unfair that | 
tne same salary situation should | 
prevail for both burlesque and 
variety acts when business in the | 
two fields is SO different. The Ri- 
alto has been employing eight mu- 
cicians On a five-day basis and two 
sets of stagehands, and when the | 
house shutters on Dec. 31 it will | 
release. 75 employees, including 
performers. If burlesque is on the | 
wane everywhere in the country 
today, Minsky complained, it will 
soon become extinct unless it is 

‘Continued on page 48) 





Artists Reps Raising Fee 
On Filing Pacts to $4 


Artists Representatives Assn. 
will raise the fee for filing of ex- 
clusive agency contracts from $2 | 
to $4 starting Jan. 1. Move was | 
adopted at a meeting of the board 
of governors last week as a means ! 
of producing revenue. 

Agency org registers the num- 
ber of acts each agency books as 
a means of protection for the va- 
rious percenteries. 





_‘Himberama’ Bridgeport 
Biz Off Despite OK Press 


Bridgeport, 
Richard Himber’s 


Dec. 15. 


“Himberama” 


goofed on a one-niter Friday (11) 


at Klein Memorial. 


Despite heavy 
| campaign and plenty of coopera- 


tion from papers and radio, only 
300 saw the show at the city-oper- 


ated 1,400-seater. Most 


of the at- 


tendees went for $3.60 top. Guaran- 
tee, shared by Stratford Lions, was 


| above $2,000. 


and band were comple- 
by Slate Bros., 


Himber 
mented 
Nina Varela, 


Hal Sands girls. 


Cardini, 





Ohio 4-Year Drink 


Freeze 


Over; 17 Permits Given 


Columbus, 
Ohio’s Liquor Dept. 
four-year freeze 


Dec. 15. 
cracked a 


last Wednesday | 


(9) and granted new liquor per- 


mits to 17 applicants. 
They were issued as 
a Court of 


—the number 


Appeals decision 
Hamilton County last June, which 
| held that the department must 
'issue- permits to the freeze level 
of permits 


a result of 
in 


in ef- 


fect in any area at the time of the 


freeze. 


Five of the permits were for 


iby the glass and seven 
| clubs. 


had been ‘pending seven 
Rutkowski | 


‘says other applications for permits 


Director Anthony A. 


are being processed. 


| nightclubs, five for sale of liquor 


for private 


Some of the applications 


years. 














The New Singing 


“DELIGHTFUL” 
“IMPISH” 
“ROLLICKING” 
“DROLL” 
“VOLATILE” 


r 
i 
t 
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pmCrronre creer core 


Thank you CLEVELAND 


Personality 





a Ser 
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for the Wonderful Reception 


NAN eREEN 


Until December 17th: 


HOTEL STATLER 


Cleveland, Ohio 


Personal rie rye 


MIRIAM SAGE 


516 Fifth Avenue, New York 
Agency: M.C.A. ARTISTS, LTD. 
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*$1,000.000 for 





Lou Walters 
approaises 


Show Biz — How She's 
Spoke on the 
New York-Paris- 
London Wheel 


* - - 


one of the many byline pieces 
in the 
48th 


Auniversary Number 
of 











Palmer & Doreen, | 
Norman Jensen, James Reneau and | 


VARIETY 
DLE SOON 
il 
Miller As Sahara 
e * 
Production Chief 
Las Vegas. Dec. 15. 
Beginning with the Marlene 
Dietrich show which opens to- 
night ‘Tue: Bill Miller has as- 


sumed new duties as chief of pro- 
duction at the Congo Room of the 
Hotel Sahara and will headquarter 


here henceforth. For the last 
eight months. he has been handling 
| the room’s bookings but has head- 
quartered at his Fort Lee ‘N. J.) 
Riviera. Hotel's executive direc- 
tor Milton Prell announced that 


Miller’s decision to move here was 
based on the realization that han- 
dling the shows for the Sahara is 
a fulltime — 

Beginning immediately 
for the Sah lara will read “Bill 
Miller Presents .’ George 
Moro, whose Sz aharem dancers have 
been signed for another vear. will 
continue to stage all production 
numbers and Stan Irwin, hotel's 
promotion director and entertain- 
ment coordinator, maintains his 
former duties in working closely 
with Miller and Moro. 

Miller. meanwhile, expects to 
settle shortly with the State of 
New Jersey for finally clearing the 
legal path for razing of the Fort 
Lee nitery permit construction 


all ads 


to 


of a superhighway to George Wash- 
ington Bridge. _ Hi s wife and chil- 
dren will join n here early next 
year. 


700G Valuation on Riviera? 

Bergen County ‘N. J.) tax offi- 
cials are attempting to place a 
$700,000 valuation on the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J.. which is likely to be 
condemned in order to build an 
approach to the new Palisades In- 
terstate Parkway. Riviera claims 
the property is worth at least 
the buildings and 
nd is worth $2,000 per front- 
foot. Bill Miller, Riviera  boni- 
face, still fighting the condem- 
nation on the — that nearby 
sites can be used as easily to build 
the approach. 


the la 


1s 


One of the sidelights of the situ- 
ation came to light this week when 
Fred. A. Tettor, local realtor, who 
is appraising the land to be con- 
demned for the highway, received 
threats on his life Most of his 
Valuations are considered by vari- 
ous property owners to be too low. 


‘HIPPODROME’ $70,000 
FOR 7 KAYCEE SHOWS 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 

“Hippodrome of 1954,” playing 
Muncipal Auditorium Dec. 9-13 at 
$3 top, the first major travelling 
show in here t} fall, took in 
about $70.000, a very pleasing fig- 
ure. Much of the money was in 
hand before the show opened, city 
firemen selling raft of tickets for 
benefit of their pension fund, Fig- 
ure compares favorably with 
grosses of previous units brought 
in here by Harold Steinman 

Five-day engagement inc 
seven shows, 
| day and Sunday. 
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“Convulsed everybody present.” 
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Just Concluded 


SEVILLE THEATRE, Montreal 
indianapolis 
JERRY LESTER SHOW—NBG 


Currently Held Over 


RUBY FOO’S, Montreal 


JAGUAR ROOM, 


Next 
TRITON HOTEL, 


Personal 
MILTON #H. 
565 Sth Ave., New York 


Direction: MCA 


Rochester 


WILL JORDAN 


Management: 


BLACKSTONE 


EL 5-1540 














BLACK 
DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
the Least) 


A new note In 
Glamor Comedy 





Mot.: 
GERBER. Weiss 
200 W. 57 St., N.Y 

















-AFM-AGVA Battle Snowballing: 


Hub Ban Now Spreads to Montreal 





with matinees Satur- 
' 














mocha 5-6680 


Cairo, Ill., Nitery Owner 


Fined on Gambling Charge 
St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
E. E. Edwards, owner of the Col- 


ony Night Club, 25 miles northwest 





+ 


The forthcoming battle between 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists will reach interna- 
tional proportions on Jan. 4. The 
AFM, which previously stated that 
its Boston local will not play for 
AGVA acts starting Jen. 4, has now 





of Cairo, Il, last week pleaded expanded the ban to Montreal and 
guilty to the charge of possessing Other cities will follow, it’s antici- 
gambling equipment in the spot, pated. 
and was fined $100 by Justice of Agencies are now making dou- 
the Peace Albert at Cairo. bly sure that there will be no 
Edwards, whose place was one liability for cafe and theatre gper- 
of 16 raided by state police last 4tors in the eveit of the jurisdic- 
October, was arrested in a daylight tonal AFM-AGVA tiff. Clauses in 
visit by two Alexander County 4ll contracts are being inserted 
constables, who confiscated a dice Specifying cancellation or post- 
table. Since the state cops boneren ponement in the event of a strike. 
the campaign to taboo gambling The Associated Actors & Artistes 
local officers have continued the of America has also entered the 
drive proceedings, with passage of a res- 
, olution ; stating that should the 
AFM hit at AGVA or any other 
Bal Tabarin Niter In | affiliates, entire 4A‘s will support 
y the affected member Another 
° . AFM tiff is being processed with 
Paris Up For Auction the American Federation of Tele- 
Paris. Dee 15 vision and Radio Artists In that in- 
ais aisle. dice: Uanliieeeea decee stance, AFM feels that its musi- 
= _O1at rs here 1S cians may assume regular singing 
es eee — ae famed Pigalle and acting roles on video without 
nitery spot, the Bal Tabarin. comes belonging to AFTRA. Latter union 
up for auction Dec. 22 with a start- feels that the tooters go into 
ing price of $45.000. Chub has been AFTRA jurisdiction when they 
slipping since the death of director abandon straight instrumental 
Pierre Sandrini some years ago. work. 
Internal difficulties between Ma- The notice by the Montreal loca) 
dame Sandrini and other owners of the AFM that it will pot play 
led to a switch in policy to a ¢- ae m that if poe 
Melia weukier Gade ten -cle for AGVA members ter Jan. 4 
4 au z ii 0%) ine more ut < (Fe . b 
chara . puts a different cor — on the 
grandiose production § spectacles inter-union batt] T} . 
xe ee . siieca aisUli battie. T} € ide ning 
and intricate specialties which gave arnt imndiratese that ; atteuwn 
the house its international name scent Geer a pattern = 
mw ssvernaiional name, expansion is being followed, and 
Long a tourist “must” and Jead- there may be some court tests 
ing Paris-By-Night stop, the club readied before the deadline. 
began to Skid with the rdinary There's also the possibility that the 
vaude bills it offered. Biz v was slip- American Federation ef Labor may 
Ping as it closed down again hook step in. The AFL is now readying 
October. There was talk that the ‘no-raiding” legislation, and the 
show might be resusci tated by on parent Organization nm.ay try to 
of the big nitery producers here make the 4A’s-AFM squabble its 
but plan Reve Cut. There mav frst test of the new regulations. 
still be a chance if the house is ; 
bought by some big producer, oth- Dorethy Shay has been signed 
erwise this might be converted into for the Casino de Paris. I ndor 
some other big enterprise. to start in April oe ee 
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FAEL 


and his 


PARISIENNE MODELS 


Choreography by ELNA LAUN 
Opening Dec. 17—-HOLLENDEN HOTEL, Cleveland 


followed by CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 
BROWN HOTEL, Louisville THUNDERBIRD HOTEL, Los Vegos 


® AVAILABLE MARCH 11, 
Direction LEON NEWMAN, : 48 West 48th Street, N. Y. 
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Lush Chiquita & Johnson Bookings 
Srarled by Legal Razzle-Dazzie 


A camplicated legal 
zie revolving around the contract | 
of dancers Chiquita & Johnson 
may endanger the series of book- 
i gs which include the Moulin 
Rouge, Hollywood, for 12 weeks at 
$1,600 weekly; four weeks 
Desert Inn, Las Vegas, at $2.500 
per, and two weeks at the River- 


side, Reno, at $2.500 each. 
Manager William L. Taub last 


week obtained a temporary injunc- 
tion against the dancers and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
which was enioined from interfer- 
ing with Taub’s handling of the 
team. Hearings on a permanent 
injunction were held yesterday 
(Tues.) in N. Y¥. Supreme Court 
and decision was reserved. 


Union was enjoined from placing | 


Taub’s name on its unfair list. and 
from inducing or coercing defend- 
ant not to perform at places des- 
ignated by Taub, or from inducing 
any agent not to book Chiquita & 
Johnson for Taub. Justice Thomas 
Aurelio signed the order 
Situation is complicated by the 
fact that visas of Chiquita & John- 
son (legal names are Erna Grabler 
and Johann Julius Kralik), who 
are residents of Cuba, expire to- 
day (Wed.) and Taub, who has 
also been acting as their attorney, 


hasn't as yet interceded for them. | 


According to AGVA, Taub wants 
(Continued on page 50) 





























“LENNY COLYER 


“Mr. Specs Himself" 
} Currentty 

| CHICAGO THEATRE 
i DECEMBER 18-24 


Per. Mot. AL 


BORDE | 
203 N. Wabash, 


Chicago 

















When in Buffalo Stop at the 
ROANOKE 
APARTMENT HOTEL 
An Apartment for the price of a Room 
Complete Cooking Facilities 
M. Lenchner, Mgr., 206 So. Elmwood Av. 
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at the | 





Yallas Prepping New 
$5,000.000 Muny Aud. 


Dallas, Dee. 15. 
The Ciiy Council here has 
i}of a new municipal auditorium, 
|slated to be built at a cost of 
$6,000,000. 

The auditorium would be built 
ion a 23-acre tract in the downtown 
jsection of the city, 
| designed by George 


Reshuffle of Top Vaude 
Names Gives Facelift 
To Scot Xmas Pantes 


G:asgow, Dec. 15. 

General reshuffle of top vaude 
names has given a facelift to lead- 
ing Scot pantomimes. Jack An- 
thony, longtime comedian at 
Pavilion Theatre, is imported to 
the Alhambra Theatre for the Tom 
Arnold production. 

Three other principals 
the same. Alec Finlay, 
comic, does adequately, 
Robert Wilson, 





Dahl. 





remain 
pawky 
and singer 


| spot, is a firm fave with stubhold- 
ers. Duncan Macrae, legit actor 


|from Glasgow Citizens, remains a 
| pantomime misfit riding on a wave 
of snob audiences appeal from a 
section not attuned to true vaude 
appreciation. 

The Howard & Wyndham panto- 
mime, “Puss in Boots,’ teams sen- 
ior Scot comedian Harry Gordon 
with youthful Jimmy Logan, ace 
member of the younger fun-making 
crop. This proves a happy partner- 
ship, shrewdly selected by impre- 
sario Stewart Cruikshuark, boss of 
Howard & Wyndham. 

Christmas shows and revues are 
bringing millions of patrons both 
from cities and faraway rural loca- 
tions, thousands traveling in spe- 
cial coaches. 

Vie Oliver, leading English radio 


and TV comic, is heading “Old 
King Cole” at the Empire, with 
Fay Lenore as principal boy. This 


is a Well-staged, twice-nightly pro- 
duction, with Robert Nesbitt (who 
handles the Alhambra show) doing 
the megging chores. 


Leading Scot attraction is the 
costly Stewart Cruikshank revue 
“Starlight for You.” set to open at 
the Lyceum, Edinburgh, Dec. 18. 
Stars Chaz Chase Alan & Bl inc he 
Lund, Geraldo Orci Frances Day 
and Jack Radcliffe & Co., with T. 
Heath Joyce producing. 

Land of Lauder and Fyffe has 
scores of other smaller pantom{imes 


and Chirstmas productions. 


Gord. 






















Here is comfort 





facilities in a hotel 


SHOW PEOPLE 


rate special rates! 


spacious, home-like rooms, and excellent 


of Philadelphia’s night clubs and theatres } 
John Bartram Hotel 


BROAD AND LOCUST STREETS 
: WM. H. HARNED, Gen. Mgr. $ 


plus convenience — 


that’s right in the center 














and will be} 








THANK YOU 





Bill Daugherty, Plantation Club, Nashville, 
Tenn., and Allied Artists Agency, Atlanta, Ga. 
For 4 Wonderful Song-Filled Weeks 


CARMEN VELEZ 








ap- | 
| proved a contract for the design | 





in a 20-minute song- | 


| sonist. 


Albany -Area Nitery 
In $40,000 Fire Loss 


Albany, Dec. 15. 
Fire destroyed Dinty’s Terrace 
Gardens, leading area nightspot on 
the Albany-Saratoga Road north of 
Latham, last Tuesday (8). State 
police called it the work of an ar- 


Blaze razed the 20-year-old night- 
cluo, for an estimated loss of 
$40,000. 





Stageshow-Less 
B’way Deluxers 
Sharply Scored 


Editor, VARIETY: 


Would like to sound off on some- 
thing that really makes us furious 
and which we think pretty well ex- 
presses the feeling of the general 
public. We refer to the new policy 
of the Paramount Theatre in drop- 
pmg its stage shows. This senti- 
ment can also be applied to the 
Capitol and Warner (ex-Strand) as 
well. However, it was the new pol- 
icy just put into effect by the N. Y. 
Paramount that really is the last 





straw because by so doing none of 
the Broadway houses, which once 
afforded such great pleasure to the 
crowds is now offering stage shows 

The attitude now of the average | 
New Yorker, and, of course, out- 
of-town citizens, is this: “Why | 
should I spend $1.50 or $1.80 for 
just another picture when I can 
catch it at my local neighborhood 
theatre, and probably on a double- 
bill?” And who can blame them? 


Another thing which was pointed 


out by the undersigned when 
‘speaking with Mr. Bob Shapiro, 
manager for the Paramount, is that 


a general feeling of mistrust is 
formed by the public when it be- 
comes so easy for someone in a 
high position regarding the policy 
of a theatre to just suddenly snatch 
out from under the public’s nose 
something it had long enjoyed and 
had taken for granted as a matter 
We referred, for ex- 
to the thousands of dollars 
that had been spent on advertising 
and making the Paramount Known 
as the “home of 2-for-1 hits.” That 


or course 


} 
myple 
ampie, 


phrase referred strictly to the Para- 
mount and for 27 years this was 
drilled into the average theatre- 


goer. You might even say it had 
become a regular “password” to 
one and all in connection with the 
Paramount. Now, all of a sudden, 
and without a word of warning, the 
generally appreciated stage shows 
are no more. It just isn’t fair. In 
— ng this protest which we hope 
ill be heard and re-echoed and 
nic ioe! up so that at last, not only 
the Paramount, but the Warner and 
the Capitol will return to their 
original format of stage shows 
Most people would rather see a 
movie with a stage show than not, 
of course, even it one or the other 
were supposed to be bad. 
It is likewise felt that if the 
three theatres referred to feel that 


they weren't breaking even by hav- 
ing stage shows, we are sure the 
| public would not mind a slight in- 
crease in price if it were to con- 
|tinue bringing them the best in 
variety entertainment to be found 
heretofore on the stages of hese 
same theatres. 


Of course, all thfs has dealt strict- 
ly from the average citizen’s point 


| of view, but there’s another side 
too. What about the entertainers 
who go to make up the different 
variety acts, the dance bands, etc. 
and even the stagehands’ them- 
selves. Is is fair to them? There- 
fore, in general protest, we say, 


“Give us back our stage shows and 
go on providing the public with 
real variety act entertainment. We | 
want it back especially since we | 
didn’t ask that it should be taken | 
from us in the first place!” | 
We feel that if a poll were taken, 
better than nine out of 10 persons | 
would say they feel that the stage | 
shows should return to the above- 
mentioned three theatres. 

Peggy Klotz 

(Universal Pictures 

Publicity Dept.) 


| temporary 


Promotion Big Factor in Grosses 


——, 


Pulled by Major Arena Shows 


Promotion is becoming an 
ing the major arena shows. 
factor. that frequentiy determines 
whether an engagement will wind 
up profitably, lies in the degree of 
promotion that’s put into an event. 
Difference is seen by the fact 
that such layouts as “The Biggest 
Show” series and the Stan Kenton 
concert, both produced by the Gale 
Agency, are heavy investors in pro- 
motion and exploitation. According 
to agency’s prexy, Tim Gale, 
amounts up to 60% of the gross 
have been invested in promotion 
and exploitation in some _ towns. 
That figure, he said} is unusually 
high, and generally the average 


Status Quo on Acts Stays 


As AGVA, Statler Tiff 
Is Put Over for Month 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Legal hassle between AGVA and | 


Jan. 20 in Superior Court, with 


and see if an agreement can be 
worked out with view toward estab- 
lishing a contract for performers 
at the hostelry. AGVA had placed 
the hotel on its unfair list. after 
it was unable to get a contract, but 
the hotel last month obtained a 
temporary restraining order under 
which Nelson Eddy 
scheduled date, although two days 
late. Hearing Monday (14) was to 
have had AGVA show cause why a 
order should not 
made permanent. 

Instead, Superior Judge Frank 
G. “Swain suspended the order 
when both sides agreed to retain 
the status quo until Jan. 20 or un- 


til agreement was reached, which- | 
a result, | 
continue to per-| 


ever came sooner. As 
AGVA acts will 
form at the hotel while talks go 
forward. Hostelry meanwhile had 


protected itself by booking George | 


Gobel. Though basically a comedi- 


an, he plays the guitar, is a mem-| 


ber of American Federation of 
Musicians, and could therefore 
have played the hotel along with 
the Frankie Carle orch. They open 
Thursday (17). 











Burley Needs 











Continued from page 47 





— 
unionized apart from other live 
entertainment. 
Won't Give Up 

But in practically the same 
breath he indicated he was inter 
ested in reestablishing the Rialto 
at some other Loop location, if he 


can secure a lease for some suita- 
dle house. He suggested that the 
association of his name with the 


burley field helped the Rialto to 
flourish in the face of all the afore- 
mentioned hardships. 

Last of the big burlesque houses 


in Chi, the Rialto is to be replaced | 


by a one-story 
early next year. 
strip shows, the 
State-Harrison, 


building of 

Only two 

Follies and the 
remain active on 
South State St., once dense with 
girl shows. Closing of the Rialto 
leaves Minsky with only one other 
theatre, the Adams in Newark, 
N.J., and a road show, now in Las 
Vegas. 

It's understood 
landlord, Joseph 


shops 
small 


that 
Rosenberg, 


the four years of Minsky’'s proprie- 
torship. The old Rialto, a 1,600- 
seater, was built in 1916 by Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer and at first 
operated as a picture house 











LUCILLE 
and EDDIE 








The Amazing and Amusing Mentalists, Stars of ‘What's On Your Mind?” 


ROBERTS “" 


MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA . 
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APPEARING TO JAN. 10th 


LION ROOM 


Hotel Pierre 


A Return Engagement, Thanks to: 









STANLEY MELBA 


in- | promotion expense is nowhere 1; 
creasingly important factor in a | that amount. In all c 
1e | 


_| the Hotel Statler was put over +0 | 


| both sides agreeing to get together | 


opened a|f 


be 


Minsky’s | 
Was | 


;/in on a percentage deal thai ate 
heavily out of the Rialto take, even 
when business was good, during | 


—————__=== 





ar 
ases, according 
to Gale, promotion brings back the 
coin originally poured into it 
Advance men, according to Gale, 
were used to bolster up situations 
where the promotion work was go. 
ing slowly. Where the exploitation 
was hitting well, they stayed in a 
town no longer than one day. 
Otherwise they had to be around 
for three and four days. Promotion 
took the form of disk jockey ex. 
ploitation as one major method of 
selling the show. Newspaper, te'e 
and radio publicity was also used, 
The Kenton tour, 





according to 


| Gale, was successful. The jaunt 
grossed over $10,000 nightly in a 
Norfolk, Boston, Cleveland, Pitts. 
fees Buffalo, Cdlumbus, Detroit, 
| Lansing, Indianapolis, St. Louis, 


Chicago and Minneapolis. Tour was 
out for 38 days and will go out 
again Jan. 26 to play some other 
| dates. Gale is now working on the 
fall tour for this outfit as iin 


Scribe’s Jackpot 


Las Vegas, Dec. 15 
| Looks like December is Sid Kul- 
|ler month in Las Vegas. 

Billy Eckstine at the Sands Ho- 
tel; Will Mastin Trio and Sammy 
Davis Jr. at the Last Frontier: 
Tony Martin at the Flamingo and 

| Donald O’Connor at the Sahara, all 
| are using Kuller material. 











The SANDS HOTEL 


LAS VEGAS, Nev. 




















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $5.00—AlIl 35 Issues $20 
Singlyw $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 @e 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO re } Se CEREMONIES 


GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, -—. ere ever a thousand 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54th St., New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 








~ CORRECTION 
And RETRACTION 


The COLUMBIA ENTERTAINMENT 
BUREAU, 1697 Broadway, N. Y.., 
was listed on the National Unfair 
List, in the December issue of the 
AGVA NEWS. 

This occurred through a printer's 
error. 

COLUMBIA ENTERTAINMENT [5S 
NCT on the Unfair List! 





We greatly regret the mistake, 
and apologize for it. 
AGVA NEWS. 
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WHEN IN BOSTON 
It's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washington Sts. 
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They tore up the history books when The Sands 
opened its doors in Las Vegas just a year ago. 
The Sands wrote the book all over again, 

with a year full of banner days and nights. 







MYRON BILLY 


The Sands thanks its stars for the most Louis TALLULAB 
COHEN ECKSTINE 


brilliant year of after-dark entertainment ARMSTRONG BANKHEAD wae 
since man first saw the light of night. 





The Sands thanks the press for this year’s crop 
of kisses, which meant a great deal to us. 





PETER LIND HAYES LENA ANN JEFFERIES AND 
AND Mary HEALY HORNE Bos STERLING 


NANETTE 
FABRAY 


We’ve set new marks in 

entertainment magnificence, 

we've established new heights for resort living. 
From Khyber Pass to Cahuenga Pass, 


they're talking about The Sands! VAN 
JOHNSON 


CPM 









ROBERT 
MERRILL 


JEANETTE 
MACDONALD 


BETTY AND JANE KEAN 
















SS 
ba 
ore 


EpITH PIAF Ezl0 PINZA THE Ritz BROTHERS FRANK DANNY 
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Las Veqas, Nevada : 
’ nuthin’ yor! 
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The Hotel That Made Las Vegas Famous 
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‘Tce-Capades’ Expects $5,000,000 Year | 


In New Record; 


“Ice Capades” will wind up the 
first half of its current season with 
a gross of $2,500,000, with business | 
being approximately $500,000 above | 
that for a similar period last sea- 
son. Show is having its biggest 
season in its 14-year history, ac- 
cording to John H. Harris, show’s 
producer. This season's gross is 
g-eater even than the peak show 
biz year of 1946-47. 

Harris is now starting work on 
the 1955 edition of the show. Cos- 
tume designer Billy Livingston and 
Celine Faur, who executes the) 
garb, went out te the Coast last 
week for preliminary conferences. 
Next year's edition will similar® 
be a-big-budgeted show. 


$500,000 Over 1952 : 


be dropped from the schedule. Con- | 
| version to television of the arena, | 
where show had worked in Fresno, | 
forced cancellation there, and un- | 
availability of the largeseaters in 
Portland, Ore., and Tulsa, Okla., 
made engagements in those towns | 
impossible. Otherwise, business in 
other towns is holding up for that 
show. 


Harold Buys Land 
For Reno Strip 


Reno, Dec. 15. | 
Raymond f. Smith, Inc., operator 





The biggest gross of the season 


A aS ‘ore t 2 Neve 2 - , es a j 
2 _ _' a 4 ay a wor of Harolds Club, has made the first | 
vi 4 ste o avs. tf . . 
har 94 eat days. url’ real move for beginning of develop- 
chalked up $538.000, which was a 


$100,000 better than that of last meet 6 5 Bene arp ene ©. © 


sh Highway 395, three miles south of 
year town. The corporation announced | 

The ica fal »smerall } = 2 7 5 

rhe ice field, generally, has been this week the purchase of 350 acres | 


wntouched by any type of recession. 

‘akes of most shows are on the 
same level of last season, and most 
are doing better 


along t 

City 
Negotiations by various Sia 

have been in progress all year for 


he southern entrance to the 




























One of the exceptions, however. the purchase of different proper- 
is the “Ice Capades” companion ties along the four-lane highway. 
show, “Ice Cycles,” which is under Most sought-after property has 
last season, major reason being been the U. of Nevada Dairy Farm, 
that three profitable stops had to directly across the road from the 
_ — new Smith property. University 

ass board of regents put a price tag 
of SS. Ot 00 per acre on the 208-acre 
farm. however. and so far, there 

have been no takers 
Prime —_ tiator for the univer- 
sity proper me been the Mor- 
gan & “Peacr ck C Frisco real es- 
tate company it turns _out that 
the company was fronting for Ray- 

GALE mond I. Smith 

Lecember 18 One of the university's biggest 
financial supporters, the Harald’s 
Melody Street Club group, then made the pur- 
ae) fo. eX 
NETWORK 32 000 per acre. Ve lt ad Sols Nill LO i’ 
8:30 P.M. No immediate plans for develop- 
a me have been announcec. The 
e land has a highway frontage of 
ra oe ij more than half a mile. From the 
. pee quotes of Morgan & Peacock offi- 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO cials, a desire for the university 
1776 Broadway property still is evident. Sal aid one 
Cl 5-3363 spokesman: “The com bination of 





both properties 
be developed 


self 
seil 


could conceit vably 
nto a city within 











Special 


a ‘ ’ 
= ‘ 
{ante Permancat fates Omaha ‘Stork’ Passes 
2 <m > ? ‘ 

Saat Se from $17.50 Weekly Omaha, Dec. 15. 
Pe ~ . The building and property that 
hie | Transient roams once was the Stork Club, Omaha's 
BF os ena a's0 available top nitery and gambling casino of 
“ss 1 2US. iaSt Week Was 50:0 [O voll 

i-¥ distributor C. Francis Putnam for 
* Hotel Winstew °°.’ 
‘ oe ins. He said pot w be con- 
M40:330 A7E & $5 ST 7 23 * e tion nd 
Raion Hamrick. Mor New Yors. N.Y ee ni il ee 
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Currently G A 1 L Now at 
the Elegante — NEW YORK 
HOTEL GARDNER, Boston 128 Geer Bird $2. Wow York ‘Mat: Sol Tepper—RKO Bldg. 


| Jackie Fondran, form a new com- 


| Yuletide party. 


ages 


| Chiquita & Johnson 


Saranac Lake ~ 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 15. 
Arthur Mayer, exec chairman of | 


Will Rogers Memorial Hospital || 
A or accompanied by Murray 
eiss, Ned Shugrue and Fred 


| Sonerterts in for general inspection 
tour. Gang received a big kick 
'from the greetings handed them. 
Virginia (Loew) Ferraro, former 
cashier Loew’s Theatre, Mt. Ver- 
non, N. Y., took 15 months to get 
| all-clear okay; now resumes work. 
At recent meeting of ‘‘We The 
Patients,” a new house committee 
|was elected. Bob Smith, chairman, 
|Murray Kissen, Larry Quinn, Wil- 
‘liam Joyner, Elise Rivera and 
mittee now launching plans for) 
Murray (& Burns) Kissen, who 
mastered two. serious’ setbacks, 
elated over his first good medical 
clinic report that allows him an 
up occasionally. 
Write to those who are ill. 


Mols. Boites Blame 
TV for Biz Slump | 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

With business at Minneapolis 
nightclubs and theatre bars at one | 
of its lowest ebbs, the bistros, look- 
ing for a villain responsible, in part 
at least, for their present sad 
plight. are training their guns on/| 
TV. There’s a feeling among the, 
tavern owners that video is harm- 
ing them as much, proportionately, | 
as it has hurt films, and more than 
sports 

The trend here now is for people 
to buy liquor by the bottle 
und consume it in the homes while 
watching TV entertainment, ac- 
cording to current surveys. This 
jevelopment has been accelerated 
locally, too. hurting the niteries 
harder. by the police department's 
spot checking of motorists in a 
nresent safety campaign. If alco- 

is detected on a motorist’s 
breath, arrest may follow. 

Survey just made indicates that 
whereas 60°7 of liquor consumers 
former:y imbibed alcoholic bever- 
n the niteries an id bars and 
40°7 at home, the percentages pres- 
entiy are just A sand and the 
marijority of drinking is being done 
in the homes 








their 














aaa Continued from page 48 
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oenmeesetmientiail 

the dancers to give him power 

attorney and assign all t 

to him. This, according to 

would permi 

funds to them 
Under te 


of 
eir funds 
AGVA, 
t Taub to dole cut 
as he wish 
rms of the contract 





es 


Taub has with the terp twain, he 
guarantees them 30 weeks. an- 
nually at $1.2590 weekly for the 
first year. and 30 weeks at $1.750 
for the second vear. Their recent 
engagement at the Radio City Mu- 

c Hall. N. Y., was at $800 for the 
team and $400 for Taub 

Troubles started with the danc- 
ers during a recent arbitration at 
AGVA. Ken Later had an authoriz- 
ation from them that included the 


period during 
Hall date 
and later 


which the 
was booked. He 


got commissions 


Music 
sought 
on that 


deal. During that hearing, AGVA 
asked to look into the Taub con- 
tract and found that since Taub, 
in effect. was paying their salary, 


he was therefore their employer 

As an employer, Taub was required 

to post a bond or be placed on the 

unfair list. Dancers were told that 

they were not to work for Taub 

without a bond. Another action was 
brought against Taub by the Mer- 

cury Artists Corp., which booked 

the dancers under Taub’s direction. 

Mercury brought Taub up. on} 
charges before the union when | 
Taub sought to replace them with 

another office. 


SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 
(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 














ithe Last Frontier, Las Vegas, Feb. 


Stone Quartet held over . 





nec, 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 


New Vork 


Larry Adler started at the Copa, 
Pittsburgh, Monday (14)... Three 
Riffs go into the Village Vanguard, 
Jan. 5. Pat Henning signed for 
Radio City Music Hall Jan. 7.. 
Dominique an added starter at the 
Moulin Rouge, Hollywood, show 
starting Christmas Day . . .Black- 
burn Twins and Evelyn Ward into 





Supper. Club...Lisa Alonso anq 
her Tropicaires opened the Doi] 
House, Palm prings...Marjorje 
Cavanaugh Trié bowed at the Vil- 
lage Cafe, Ridgecrest. ..McConkey 

Artists Corp. inked the Anita-Loy 
Girl Duo to a management pact, 


Omaha 


Don Johnson opened at Dundee 
| Dell...Organist Rea held over at 
Giovanni's Round Table Bar 
Bolero Boys in at Colony Club |. 
Stripper Anne Toinette doing big 
biz at Town Theatre... Charioteers 
opened at Don Hammond’s Seven 
Seas Bill Monroe and his Blue- 
grass Boys touring state with one- 
niter vaude show going at $1.25 
top . . Nunco Pomodoro coin)o 
set at Cave under Hill Hotel, 


Houston 


15... Dave Barry tapped for the 
Chi Chi Club, Palm Springs, on 
New Year’s Day. 

Denise Darcel moves into the 
Cotillion Room, Pierre Hotel, Jan. 
12... Terrace Room of the Hotel | 
New Yorker will distribute gifts | 
for the kids at its special Saturday 
skating show matinee, with Chub- 
by Silvers of Ernie Rudy’s band 
acting as Santa... Betta St. John 
and her husband, Peter Grant, | 
readying a nitery act ... Bea Kal- | 
mus starts at Basin St., N. Y., Dec. Joanne Wheatley, formerly with 
17. Jaye P. Morgan will be an, Fred Waring, opened a two-week 
added starter for that show. | engagement here at the Shamrock 
Hotel last Tuesday (8). Also on the 
bill are Hal Kanner, Eddie Garson 
|}and his Chico-Chico ... Angelene 
Collins and George Roth, who 
completed a tour with Lauritz Mel. 
choir, have formed a team and 
opened a two-week stay Wednes- 
day (9) at the Montague Club in 
| Houston . .. Bernice Parks opened 
on Thursday (10) at the Balinese 
Room in Galveston, for a two-week 
stay. ° 








Chicago 


Barry Sisters filling in at Chez 
|Paree for the De Castro Sisters} 
Dec. 26 for three days ... Marilyn 
Maxweil headlines Chez for week | 
beginning Dec. 29, with Kirby 
Sid 
Krofft, current at the Conrad Hil- 
ton here in a seven-month engage- 
ment, bound for fortnight at Chi- | = — 
cago Theatre beginning Christmas | 


Day ... Charlie Applewhite head- KIC’O 








lining Chicago Theatre Dec. 18 for 
a week ... Prof. Backwards into 
Shamrock Hotel, Houston, Dec. 31 

. Bill Crosby now keyboarding 
at McPartlens Lounge, Chi, in- 
definitely. 


Hollywood 


Lynn Carter and his four Car- | 
tiers opened a two-week stand last | 
night (Tues.) at the Mocambo... 
Will Mastin Trio, featuring Sam- 
my Davis Jr., follows Nellie Lut- 


mB ULTRA-SONIC GUITARIST 


Currently 


LATIN CASINO 
Philadelphia 





cher into Ciro’s Dec. 23.. Mary ¥ Bicection 

Kaye Trio, after 22 weeks in the - _MANAGEMENT-ASSOCIATES 
Gay Nineties Bar of the Last J East 55th Street New York 
rrontier, Las Vegas. shifted Mon- 

day (14) to the hostelry’s Ramona 





Room for a two-week stand, shar- 
ing billing with Buddy Lester and 
Senor Wences Billy Gray, Patti 
Moore & Ben Lessy round out the 
week of stars inked by Jack En- 
tratter to celebrate the first anni- 


“Where Show Business Meets” 


ea 


20% DISCOUNT 





versary of the Sands Hotel, Las! 

Vegas, starting this week Tere | TO SHOW FOLKS 
|], Sheehan brought her “Girl in the, & MUSICIANS 
Champagne lass” act back to 


AT THE 
“SHOWBUSINESS CORNER’ 


Cabana Club Facilities 
24 Hour Coffee Shop 


ARIETY ' 


17th'St. at ALTON RD., MIAMI BEACH, .FLA 


Larry Potter’s Supper Club where 
she started Jack Thomas put to-! 
gether a combo featuring Shelton | 
Brooks Jr. for the opening of the! 
new Timpani Club in Encino last 
night (Tues.)... Bebe Allan and 
Barry Ashton back to El Rancho 
Vegas, Las Vegas, for their third 
tand there Vocalist Joan Elm 
ated | the revue at Charley Foy’s! 











THAT'S THE WAY TO DO IT! 


HELD OVER! 3-Month Engagement 





to January 8, 1954 
BILTMORE HOTEL — Los Angeles 


r” Wadler agiiiteecaccdiabteasdehademmenamedaane 


George Prentice 


PUPPET PRANKSTER 


— Representation — 
NEW YORK 
Mark Leddy & Leon Newman 
48 W. 48th Street 
WEST COAST 
Alice Faber Agency 
120 El Camino Drive, Bev. Hills 























BEBE BARRY 


ALLAN: ASHTON 


“ACES IN TERPING" 
—Variety, Nov. 25 
Currently: 

3rd Return Engagement 

EL RANCHO VEGAS 

Direction: MCA 
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Palace, ty - a 

} ‘eetwoods (2), senor r- 
The crarland & Brown, Martin 
(2), George Hopkins, Zoris 

‘ Archie Robbins, Daiton & 
Ba ley, JO Lombardi House Orch; 
“Thunder Over the Plains” (WB), 


reviewed in VARIETY Nov. 11, 53. 





D¢ layout this week is well- 
A a fare that runs at a neat 
clip throughout. The eight-act 
lineup blends nicely and comes 
across for an overall okay “oo 
Comedy chores are oa y 
Archie Robbins and George Hop- 
kins and they net good yocks. 

Robbins, in the key next-to-clos- 
jng niche, is a breezy raconteur. 
He knows his way around a laugh- 
line and makes each tidbit count. 
runs gamut from nightclub 


Gab : ah ; 
kes to mother-in-law jibes. It’s 
1 good fun. Hopkins, too, hits 


the funnybone. He wins via — 
ging and solid vocal lampoons oO 
a couple of currert pop crooners. 
He carbons Vaughn Monroe, Perry 
Como, Frankie Laine and Billy 
Daniels with sharp accuracy. 

Nifty terp duo, The Fleetwoods, 
get bill off to a pleasant start with 
a bright “cavalcade of dance” rou- 
tine. Boys g0 through such items 
as soft-shoe, Charleston and Lindy 
with precision. Latino mandolin 
plucker Senor Cortez follows with 
a gay musical stint. Turn runs 
about eight minutes and he could 
stay longer. His mandolin virtu- 
osity is showcased in a series of 
strictly south-of-the-border stuff to 
a hot boogie beat. 

McFarland & Brown have a 
socko knockabout = acro stanza. 
Guy and gal work smoothly 
through a stint that’s loaded with 
sight laughs. His aping of a chimp 
is a gem. The Martin Bros., slotted 
fourth, are slick puppeteers. They 
work the strings with dexterity 
and create a lifelike illusion. Get 
especially good results from a pi- 
ano-playing entertainer and a 
clown playing with a balloon. 

The Zoris, an exciting dance 
duo, and acros Dalton & Baliey 
are reviewed under New Acts. Jo 
Lombardi’s orch supplies a handy 
show-backing lift. Gros. 





Alhambra, Paris 
Paris, Dec. 6. 

Lucienne Boyer, Malta Co. (3), 
Musical Elephants (3), Lynn Yen 
(2), Raymond Wraskoff Orch 
(10); “L’Envers Du _ Paradis” 
(‘The Other Side of Paradise’’) 
(Col). 


Alhambra is the only big first- 
run pic house to also feature a 
stageshow here. Current show has 
singer Lucienne Boyer surrounded 
by circusy acts in a group of mu- 
sically minded pachyderms, a pack 
of performing dogs, an_ Indo- 
Chinese magico and the Raymond 
Wraskoff orch (10). 

Miss Boyer, who has put on 
poundage, opens and closes with 
her w.k. “Parlez-Moi D’Amour” 
and has a nice rep of the pash and 
cuddle songs associated with her, 
Singer seemed to be a bit cold 
when caught, and her forte is more 
the intime nitery than this large 
house. However, she mikes out 
her stint with a nice mitting fol- 
lowing. 

Musical Elephants are three in 
number and bossed by Franz Koss- 
mayer, who puts the lumbering 
bunch through a series of stands 
and balancing bits, and then has 
them play a special piano, drums, 
and blow into outsize tubas, for a 
neat offbeat act. Malta Co. (3) is 
a family of pa, ma and junior who 
have a bunch of canny canines ~vho 
act like human beings. They walk 
about dressed in clothing, balance 
well and contribute a fine. bouncy 
act with nary a bark. Lynn Yen (2) 
is a fastpaced eastern magico act 
an which, aided by wife, he goes 
ions an, sees of good gimmick 
tau . g mitts. _ Raymond 

raskoff orch (10) supplies proper 
mood musie for all this. Mosk. 





Olympia, Miami 
aaa Miami, Dec. 11. 
R ete Rubino Quintet, Manhattan 
rockets (8), Julia Cummings, Del- 


N's Boxing Cats, Earl & Mitchell, 
fer” thar House Orch; “Jenni- 


‘ Topline act this week falls be- 
with par for this vauder’s course, 
men rest_of bill plus holdover | 
ane, the Rockets, Salvaging mat- 
Contaie enoush again, the lineup 
2 ane run-of-mill acts. With 
fak ple as co-attraction, biz pros- 
Pects appear on slim side. 
rete Rubino's five try to set up| 
“> on the zany instrumental-tum- 
ap ide and wind up with a jum- 
ie Of noise, confusion and mean- 


|previous emcee’ing. 





ease biz that was meant to raise | 
“uens, They add comedy costum- 


a8 for eye appeal, but end result | ratively costumed act which socks and nifty blade work, and is ably 
7 nil. Outfit should concentrate | over two numbers in line with partnered by John Connell as her 
wore on making music than may-|Prado’s theme. Oscar Cartier’s sweetheart. Diana Grafton, as Mrs. 
em If it’s comedy they want to | emceeing, however, fails to im- Sinbad, plays the “dame” for the 
ae eect, they should get them-| press and he slows down the pro- fourth consecutive year, a break | 
“VES aSlasen Dlus same wwatesial Lcoadings---- ---- eee ens Willie = 9.8) 


that is tailored for risibility-rais- 
ing. Offed to polite palming. 

Best of the supporting acts is 
Julia Cummings. She is a well- 
versed impressionist with an inci- 
sive manner who gets the most 
out of her material. Rated biggest 
reception of the lineup. 

Dellan’s cats are, per usual, aud 
pleasers. The well-trained felines 
raise giggles and howls with their 
boxing bout. Blow by blow com- 
mentary is a plus factor. Teeoff 
slot is taken care of in nimble fash- 
ion by Earl & Mitchell with their 
deft balancing. Stunts are carried 
off in mitt-raising manner through- 
out. 


The Manhattan Rockets, held 
over (fourth week), again click 
with new routining that shows im- 
aginative staging, with the femmes 
executing a Mexican idea expertly 
for their best segment. Les Rhode 
and house orch are in the groove 
on the showbacks. Lary. 


Casino, Torento 
Toronto, Dec. 11. 


Pee Wee Hunt and Band (6), 
Johnny D’Arca & Parker Gee, 
Dolores Martell, Young China 
(4), Foster Johnson, Archie 
Stone’s House Orch; “Monsoon” 
(UA). 


It’s slim entertainment fare at 
the Casino this week, marked only 


by the lure of Pee Wee Hunt with |timing and warmth before he can | 


leave his cleffer’s bench for the | 


the elder Dixieland jazz enthusi- 
asts. On that hot trombone, Pee 
Wee and his five men jump the 
joint for “Muskrat Ramble” and 
“Big Noise from Winnetka”; a 
tempo switch to a muted “Oh” 
and a wham “Darktown Strutters 
Ball” for his first set; then a fur- 


ther mitt-pounding reception to, 


“Sugar Blues”; “12th Street Rag,” 
with Pee Wee on-chair doing the 
foot-slide on the trombone for no 
hands; and a wham begoff to 
“Tiger Rag.” 

Apart from headliner, rest of 
bill is sad, with exception the 
acrobatics of the Young China 
troupe, with Parker Gee as emcee 


resolutely refusing to warm up the | 


audience on his offhand deadpan 
intros of the first three acts. These 
include Foster Johnson for tap 
work, complete with butterfly 
spins, all tops on technique but 
lacking in salesmanship; the same 
fault applying to Dolores Martell, 
shapely brunet singer, for her 
opening “Got My Love to Keep 
Me Warm” in shout style, her 
switch to whisper delivery in a too 
coy style, and her finale of ‘““Where 
Is Your Heart,” this to fair returns 
but her other numbers light op 
audience reception. 

Young China troupe. family group 
(three women and man), hit the 
applause decibels for their swift 
acrobatics and risley work. one- 
hand balances and one-hand hops 
on the stairs, a novelty act over 
to top returns. Johnny D’Arca 
and Parker Gee are also over 
neatly on their face-slapping com- 
edy mayhem and patter, with Gee 
as emcee somewhat redeeming his 


is borne by D’Arca in this stand- 
ard act, with both boys exhibiting 
excellent volume voice in their 
“Donkey Serenade,” “Irish Eyes” 


and ‘Pagliacci’ vocal bouts in the | 


oldtime vaude tradition. McStay. 


Paramount. L. A. 
Hollywood, Dec. 11. 


Perez Prado Orch (14), with 
Charlita; Roberta Linn; | Eugene 
Louis Trio; Oscar Carticr; “El 


| Alamein” (Col). 


For the mambo clan the music 
of Perez Prado, a _ zoot-suited, 
south-of-the-border hombre billed 
as “The Mambo King” and who 
practically invented the rhythm, 


provides a satisfying lure. In for a | 


week on his latest excursion into 
the States, his tunes parlay warm 
reception and expected brisk biz. 
Complementing is the bright 
singing of Roberta’ Linn, the 
Eugene Louis Trio’s fast stepping 
and Oscar Cartier as emcee. 
Prado’s 14-man orch is heavy on 
the brass, and leader conducts with 
stamping feet as well as his hands 
in coaxing out hot rhythms. It’s 
fast, it’s loud, and it hits the beat 
best calculated to arouse the 
Mambo fan. For a_ Latinesque 
background, there’s Charlita, whose 
atomic hips sway constantly to the 
rhythm of such numbers as “Bongo 
Bongo,” “Mambo No. 5,” ‘Mucho 
Mambo” and “Pow Pow Ni Hablar.” 
Miss Linn’s’ best offering is 
“What You Do to Me” in a five- 
song presentation. She’s an easy 
singer who gets right out to the 
audience. “The Ivory Rag” also 
gets top response, and “Changing 


Partners” and “Istanbul” are me- | 


lodically chirped. 


Eugene Louis Trio is a deco- 


; with 


Comedy brunt | 


Bebino, Paris 
Paris, Dec. 2. 
“Festival of Paris Cabarets,” with 
Suzy Solidor, Gilbert Becaud, Les 
Garcons De La Rue (3), Jack 
| Simpson, Hamilton Twins, Les 3 
| Milson, Trampo Looneys (2), 
|Dick & Dot Remy, Tarzan & 
Pongo, Myr & Myroska, Ballet De 
|Falla (7), Maurice Boulais Orch 
(9), Simone Morin; $2.50 top. 





For the second part of its season, 
this music hall is taking its head- 
|liners from the cabarets around 
| town and surrounding them with 
| its handpicked variety acts. Cur- 
/rent show has the grand dame of 
song, Suzy Solidor; another Right 
| Banker in Gilbert Becaud, “and a 
|Left Bank neutralizer in the 
| Garcons De La Rue (3). Result is 
/a fair vaude show with crowds, but 
;not the packed atmosphere of the 
bigger topliners. 

Miss Solidor displays her show- 
manship as she gives them a hep 
| selection with good diction, phras- 
|ing and song delineation, for ap- 
preciative mitting. Becaud is a 


|recent disk prize-winner and is a} 


composer turned warbler to push 
his own ditties as he sees them. 
Though engaging, energetic and 
winning, Becaud still lacks a defi- 
nite style and falls between 


the | 


| biggies he has written his songs! 


for. A good filler, he needs work, 


vocal circuit. 


specialized songs in for good effect, 


duction numbers. Other acts are 


giving with a McBoing Boing num- 


this part be always played by a 
man. Heather Balbin makes a 
graceful, talented genie and John 


magic carpet spiriting away the 
princess causes most,of the plot 
entanglement. 

Outstanding among the specialty 
acts are John & Jennifer Nicks, 
skating champions now turned pro- 
fessional. Joe Jackson Jr. offers 
his standard bicycle hobo act, 
which never fails to get over with 
adults and kids alike, and the 
Olympiads, continental posing ac- 
robats, make a statuesque, artistic 
contrast. Jack Harris and Basil 
Cudlipp-Green and other support- 
ing players and chovus help com- 
plete the cast to 200. 

The usual colorful dress and 
settings make a bright, dazzling 
ensemble; and an underwater illu- 
sion of fishes, octopus and seahorse 
adds an effective novelty, with a 
giant whale for good measure. A 
naval finale with model destroyers 
crossing the ice terminating in a 
lane of illuminated ships brings 
the mammoth spectacle to a patri- 
otic close. Show will undoubtedly 
prove a winner for the holiday 
| season, Clem. 
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Continued from page 2 











Les Garcons De La Rue (3) bring; iS usually an embarrassed man. 
their offbeat togs and deliveries 90 abused author, on the other! 
hand, 
with finely-mimed and timed pro-;|tunity of exercising the latent dig- 


is given the rare oppor- 


{nity which lies wthin us all. 


fair to middling, with Les 3 Milson | 


ber that has them doing all the, 


noises for a dial-twiddling char- 
acter on the Paris networks. 


Jack | 


Simpson beats nice tattoos on an | 


|xylophone with four sticks. The 
| Trampo Looneys (2) do a neat acro 
net tumbling act that is nicely 


rounded out with buffoonery and | 


fine tumbling. 

Dick & Dot Remy supply a wel- 
come cornfed item with the pon- 
derous femme showing an amazing 


“The first thing to realize,” 
Ustinov wrote, “as the witless cries 
come tumbling from the gallery, 
is that you are being initiated into 
the magnificent company who have 
gone through it in the past, and 
who have survived with grace and 
humor.” fi 


Pointing out that in such cases 


| bad notices are inevitable because 


sprightliness as her brother tries} 


to throw her bulk around. Couple 
is ingratiating and wins crowd with 
tomfoolery and hep. acrobatics 
Hamilton Twins are a so-so femme 
terp act with a mixture of ballet 
and cabaret that is okay fillin. The 
Ballet De Falla ‘7) is a group of 
Spanish adolescents whose fire and 
intensity belie their tender years 
They manage to appear fresh and 
exuberant behind footlights and 
make a colorful. swirling addition 
to the show. Myr & Myroska do 
a popular mind-reading act. with 
Myr circulating and handling ob- 
jects for his partner to name. Code 
is tricky and act seems uncanny. 
aud participation and ap- 
proval. Show ends on corny Tar- 
zan & Pongo act with an apeman 
running amuck in aud and dancing 
with a well-built Tarzan before 
shedding the monkeyskin. Mask. 





Ice Review 





London, Dec. 5 
Claude Langdon presentation 
pantomime two parts, 
written and produced by Eve Brad- 
field Stars Norman Wisdom, 
Andra McLaughlin, Connell, 
i Diana Grafton, John nnifer 
Nicks, Jane Conlon, Lake, 
Heather Belbin, J 
John Moss, Basil 
Ronald Privett, 


| Sinbad the Sailor 


of 


2) $% + 
Ct ae 


Joan 
lo 
& J 


Errol 


Cudlipp-Green, 

The Olympiads, 
i\Jack Harris; Empress orchestra 
and choir directed by Leonard 
Morris. At Empress Hall, London, 
Dec, 3. "S38. 


the 
to 


First of 
attractions 
the Sailor,” 
don’s fifth ice pantomime. 
conforms inevitably to regulation 
pattern, bearing the title and much 
of the plot of the old Arabian Night 
tale. for decades a pantomime 
subject. It has some grand spec- 
tacular effects, clever lighting and 
mechanical contrivances to put it 
on a level with other productions 
of this type 

Norman Wisdom heads the cast 
in no particular character, but 
manages to spread his quaint, con- 
'tortionist brand of humor to in- 
trigue the vast audience in this 
outsize hall. He is apt to stick too 
long at one gag and, as is the case 
with other interpolated comedy 
items, does not make the most of 
his opportunities. 

Andra McLaughlin, from Colo- 
rado, plays the title role with verve 


special Christmas 
bow in is 


Joe Jackson _Jr., | 


the critics cannot ignore a demon- 
stration nor enjoy a play which is 
punctuated by improvised com- 
ments from barracke Ustinov 
arcues that overdone ility 8 
immediately awaken 10 
fiant athy. He then for 

asserts t he has not the slight- 
est intention of changing his style 
of writing or his ideas because of 
this particular brawl. He recalls 


‘ 
t 
symp 

a 


th 
eae 


‘the praise which the play evoked 


should 


—— Continued from page 1 

weighed about five pounds, re- 
quired 3,297 téns of newsprint for 
the 1.300.000 press run, used 45 
tons of ink ‘not counting magazine | 
jand book sections’, included 748 


icolumns of 


“Sinbad | 
marking Claude Lang- |} 
It | 


on its out-of-town tryout and also 
underscores the fact that on its 
second night it was greeted with 
cheers. This. he c¢) was not 
due to alterations in the play nor 
to any differences in the perform- 
ance but to the changed attitude 
of the audience who had come in 
a spirit of foreboding and were 
warmed to life. 

Ustinov adds: “I do not 
minute admit failure on this 
sion. but I have known it in 
past often. It only 
reso.ive to the 
ifts I may p 


for a 
occa- 
the 


my 


heightens 


best of w! 
ossess and the 
biter of how those gifts 

is myself.’ He con- 


) 





only ar 






cludes his fe re page article 
with ? “I shall write 
as I I have to boo 





link, even 
the gallery from 


- ° ss 
stace. 














Record ‘Times’ 


j 








news and 615.000 lines 
of advertising, beating the previous 
linage record of Dec. 7, 1952, by 
9.000 lines. Gross revenue was the 
largest ever billed by a 
newspaper in New York, but Times 
offici weren't sure at 
ord for entire country. point- 
ing out the Chicago Tribune 
has had a couple of overweight 
papers in past years, too 


LO ‘Eve’ SRO” 


Continued from 


ais about a rec- 
} 
the 


that 











pce 2 == 


for the best locations in the 
layer spots. The Hotel Astor's an- 
nual Eve shindig in the Ballroom 
will go at $12.50 per person. The 
Terrace Room, Hotel New Yorker, 
will be $13.53, tax included. Some 


lof the off-Broadway clubs will go 


at $10 per person. Two Guitars has 
posted that rate. 

The pre-holiday cafe biz, as usual 
for this time of year, is offish. The 
mild winter has eliminated the gar- 
ment and fur trade from the roste1 


tr 4eacttion-trat- denrends<tirat? of Custonrers> -Phet\e qnite weut: * “stow Montag 174 


Moss a formidable magician, whose | 


single | 


top | 





Unit Review 








Hippodrome of 1954 

Kansas City, Dec. 10. 
Harold Steinman presentation of 
roller skating, novelty and vaude 
production in two acts. Staged by 
Gae Foster, assisted by Flo Kelly 
and Anolyn Arden. Dance direc- 
tor, Kenny Springer; musical ar- 
rangements, Frank Ventre; musi- 
cal director, Benjamin Schwartz; 
m.c. and vocalist, Harry Stockwell. 
With Nancy Lee Parker, Gail 
Locke, Tony Mirelli, Patricia Bow- 
man, Johnson & Owen, Mel Hall & 
Irving, Sicki, Larry Griswold, Hip- 





podrome Girls (36); Lottie May- 
er’s Disappearing Diving Girls 
(10). At Municipal Auditorium,, 


Kansas City, Dec. 9, 53; $3 top. 


Vet showman Harold Steinman 
lis trying it a bit different this 
season, combining some of the fea- 


tures of his established “Skating 
| Vanities” (roller) with a vaude 
|lineup reminiscent of the Hippo- 


drome days and giving heavy play 
to the novel, “Dancing Waters,” 
ifountain and lighting effect. This 
is indeed an unusual and beautiful 
interlude, a battery of six foun- 
tains with multiple jets electroni- 
cally controlled and = fancifully 
lighted in a variety of colors. It 
makes a strong finish for the first 
act when introduced there. and 
adds materially to the proceedings 
at several points in the second 
act. 

Aside from this specialty. the 
unit includes some of the fancy 
skating and production work for 
which Steinman is famous and a 
generous assortment of name 
vaude acts. Show contains only a 


portion of the former “Skating 
Vanities,’ relying much more on 
its novel effect unit and the 
vaude turns for showmeanly values. 
As a production unit this one 
would give ground to former 
Steinman shows seen here, but is 


depending on the shooting waters 
to make up the difference 
As if the mixture was short yet 


another ingredient there is stand- 
ard ballet in the person of Pa- 
tricia Bowman The combo of 
vaud ballet, skating. production 
and novelty adds up to big enter- 
tainment,. if less clearcut and more 
largely assorted than previous en- 
tries of this outfit. 


€ 
Skaters provide the framework 


or the show, working out en 
masse in an opening production 
number, rolling in end out of 
many sequences, a production num- 
ber opening the second éct and the 
allout finale, with skaters. dancing 
waters and the diving dollies com- 
bining The usual] lavish costum- 
ing nd accoutrements prevail 
throughout this preduction as in 
past TIts 
a wide variety 
—— firct 214 
aii, sali de si1Gia 





h } Owen tc 
es with abandon z2ebout 


Sir 





letic bars, unicyclist 
and his five-year-old 
good for a great 
es his father or 
wheels. an the 
uggier. Sick 
change of pace whe 
brings classic 
viated, to the ; 
f the first st 
nice received. 

Show returns to sk: ¢ 
ond-act entre, with an episod 
the seashore, a musica! com 
with Stockwell vocalling 


mike in the rink, speed skati 





high jumping by Tony Mirs 
rolling acrobatics bv Mire}li 
Caroline Green of the company. 
Following sail skating bv gal trio, 
waters play again standing in for 
hula number of Gail Locke. tem- 
porarily hospitalized Vaude is 
ably represented by Larry Gris- 
wold and his comic turn of high 
diving and trampolin work 

Closing number features fine 
figure-skating of Nancv Lee Park- 
er. lavish costuming of the ine, 
plaving of the waters t Blue 
| Danube all making one of the 
best interludes of the evening, 
segueing into traditiona finale 
with all on rink. As in past. show 
was sponsored by Firemen’s Pen- 


sion Fund, and heavy trade for the 
week was readily provided. Qu 








| 
| Barstow’s Circus Stint 


Edith Barstow, on hiatus trom 
ithe Dave Garroway Friday night 
iTV show, which she stages and 
| choreographs, was in Sarasota to 


restage the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
| & Bailey Circus for its Cuban date, 
'which begins tomorrow (‘Thurs.). 
Her brother, Richard, is the circus 
director. 


She returned to the Garroway 


pPoeessesesoorese 
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Vegas Wails Blues in Year-End Slump; 


Biz Down But Weekends Pay Off |... ite. Sous 


By BILL WILLARD 


Las Vegas, Dec. 15. 
After 10 months of raking in the 
chips, Vegas kingpins on the down- 
town rialto and the Strip are wail- 
ing the blues because of a year- 
end slump. Biz is way off, with 


only weekend flushings up to par. | 


Discounting the usual New Year's 
bacchanalia, none of the easy-come 
prosperity is likely to return until 
after mid-March, when Uncle Sam 
has been handed his annual tithe. 

A few of the mighty have stum- 
bled in their efforts to bridge the 
dull period. Biggest floppola of 
the year was “Student Prince,” 
which made dubious history at the 
Sands for one week before being 
cancelled out last Tuesday (8). The 
gambling tribe didn’t take to the 
Messrs. Shubert properetta with 
Jan Kiepura and Martha Eggerth 
in the lead roles, and the oldtime 
staging for this nitery. 

Billy Eckstine was 
summoned to return after having 
played the previous two frames 
in the Copa Room. Production 
chief Jack Entratter retained Har- 
rison & Fisher and Walter Dare 


Wahl from their “Student Prince” | 


extr'actings, and filled the edges 
with Copa Girls’ routines. Activ- 
ity around the casino began to in- 
crease, and take a big leap for the 


sands’ first anni celebration this 
week. 
Danny Thomas and _  Eckstine 


shared honors tonight ‘Tues. in 


Opening salvos of the jubilee 
frame, with Vic Damone, Jimmy 
McHugh & Songstars ready for to- 


1orrow ‘(Wed.) and Thursday; 
illy Gray, Patti Moore & Ben Les- 
ey, Friday (18): Frank Sinatra, 
aturday-Sunday, Eckstine back for 
ext Monday-Tuesday, filling out 
he week of unusual booking. Lena 
orne opens on Dec. 23 to keep 
he Sands hot over Christmas and 
‘ew Year's. 
Money on Marlene 

If fickle dicers and wheelers 

were searching along the Strip for 


cmc Nowa 


a 


a big name. certainly Edgar Ber- 
gen should have filled the bill. Yet 
even this top ventriloquist, with 
flippant splinter Charlie McCarthy, 
didn't bring expected throngs to 
the Sahara. “Good for this time 
of vear.”” was the cryptic comment 
from the hotel's publicity office. 
The Bergen show was highly enter- 
taining. with surrounding aid from 
chirp Helen O'Connell, the svelte 
Szonyvs. and flashy routines by 
George Moro’s Sa-Harem Dancers. 


One of the surprise clickos was un- 
billed Anita Gordon, of the Bergen 
menage, whose thrushing caused 
much favorable comment. 

But the Sahara is counting upon 
Marlene Dietrich to become the 
Strip’s odds-on favorite from now 
on through Jan. 4 A big flack 
splash started the Dietrich carou- 
se! rolling tonight (Tues), as mem- 
bers of press mingled with scores 
ot Hollywoodites gathered in the 
Congo Room to annoint her niterys 
debut with a riproaring sendoff. 

Dorothy Shay maintained a good 
average during her fortnight at the 
Last Frontier through Sunday 
night. With Marty Allen & Mitch 
DeWood sharing front slots with 
Radio Rogues, the equippage 
by the sly Shayvian mountain dit- 
ties and drolleries staunchly pulled 
through the bog. 

On Monday (14), Mary Kaye 
Trio moved from the hotel’s Gay 
90's Bar, following a terrif extend- 
ed play to peak late-hour crowds, 
and began a headlining stand in 
the main nitery room. Buddy Les- 
ter, Senor Wences, Devlyn Dancers 
fill the roster backed by Garwood 
Van's musicrew. Most of the Last 
Frontier’s tub-thumping is 
held in check for entrance of the 


Gabors—Zsa Zsa, Eva and Magda |! 
—who parade their consanguinity | 


for New Year's revelers and hang- 
overs until Jan. 11. 
Flimsy Fortunes 
El Rancho Vegas was also sub- 
ject to the filmsy fortunes of the 
past few weeks. Gordon 


name 
who 
lured. 


couldn't) magnetize people 
just weren’t around to 
Buddy Hackett began the 


three-weeker with MacRae, but w as | 


forced to 


bow out because of a 
flicker 


assignment in “Fireman 


Save My Child,” with daily Vegas- , 


Studio City, commuting causing too 


hurriedly 


led | 


being | 


MacRae | 
Started to draw well, but even his | 


be | 


,much of a hassle. He is set to fin- 


‘ish out his contract in the Nat/| 


| (King) Cole epic slated for Dec. 30. 
| The Goofers, hired for El Ran- 
'cho’s lounge, subbed for Hackett, 


| proving to be a sock attraction. 
Quintet of madcap musicians, 
warblers, acrobats won their local 
spurs as @nitery act, and continue 
to alternate with Steve Gibson’s 
Redcaps in the lounge for a long 
termer. 

Currently voicing a fine batch of 
tunes is Georgia Gibbs. She’s a 
belter from plush saloons who 
‘knows the score and does a top job 
all the way. She has Jack E. Leon- 
ard priming the Tom Douglas pro- 
duction parlay, abetted by the 
flashing terpery of Allan & Ashton. 
“Fat Jack’ should make his mark 


in this room with its rep of being | 


sanctury te comic gabbers. He still 
is the best of the insult 
around the g¢ircuit and has 
yocking in no time. 

Gordon Jenkins has been a boon 
to the Thunderbird through the 
tall. His packet of 
Stuart Foster, McQuaig 


licking sextet 
Dixieland 
skinman Fred Coleman, have en- 
| livened the Navajo Room consider- 
ably. 


and spreading cheer is comedian | 
Jay Lawrence, plus fave ballroom- | 


ers Landre & Verna. Capitol Rec- 
ords is bundling a pre-Christmas 
carton of acts to open Thursday 
(17). 

Touted as a “jazz” unit, the off- 
beat deal sets Al “Jazzbo”’ Collins. 


Frances Faye, and trumpeter Bobby | 


ot awele | . ° : | 
Hackett on equal marquee levels. | ;orracial hotel with casino to be | 


| modern, 


This one-framer will be followed 
by another single week's booking 
to open Dec. 24, presenting the 
Agnes DeMille Dance Theatre un- 
der aegis of S. Hurok. James Mel- 
ton is on deck for Dec. 28. and 
will give distinction to the Thun- 
derbird and the Strip for being 
the one and only longhair attrac- 
tion when 1954 bows in. 
Fiamingo Least Hit 

The Flamingo felt the recession 
least of all bistros on the belt. 
Having Kay Starr around for a 
month was money in the bank. 
Although the lusty thrush didn't 
quite give the wheel such a big 
spin as mm her four-framer early 
this year, she grabbed off most of 
the Strip gambolers midweek and 
weekends. Pearl Bailey is the cur- 
rent draw, and from early indica- 
tions will do okay for the Strip’s 
outer axis. Whether the often chil- 
ly Flamingo Room will completely 
warm to la Bailey’s delicious sotto 
quips remains to be seen. However, 
she has been consistently great in 
every Vegas spa to date, and her 
present audiences will be captured 
when rapport has been established. 

Ming & Ling also seem to have 
setbacks in reaching tablers from 
time to time. Ling’s impressions 
get by for good mitts, and Ming's 
,comic foolishness hits ribs for 
chuckles. Ling could forego his 
“Eili Eili” this date, and keep the 
act on its amusing cycle. 
Christobels 
adagio act to hit the cdstumery 
for added effect. Three guys are 


like mice. Nothing unusual happens 


one of the mice for skipping rope, 
; earning big walkoff hands. 


Current Flamingo outlay will be | 


, the last of Seymour Felix’ produc- 
j tions, with Ron Fletcher bringing 
jin his ideas Dec. 28 for the Tony 
Martin episode. Fletcher not only 
will stage terp routines, but gets 
| into action surrounded by line boys 
and girls and choristers. The Mar- 
tin New Year's date is practically 
tradition for the Flamingo. He will 
be flanked by comedian Alan King 
for three frames until Keefe Bras- 
selle’s first local howdy Jan. 21. 
Counting upon its usual success 
with the annual “Minsky Follies,” 
| the Desert Inn has been surprised 
by slow nights in the Painted Des- 
ert Room. It’s a strange pudding, 
this edition of “Follies,” and 
doesn't seem to have the gutsy ap- 
| peal of former Minsky frolics. Jim- 
my Durante will bring his entour- 
age to rampage around the “Fol- 
lies” framework on New Year's 
Eve and Jan. 1, giving Paul Gil- 
bert, Max Furman & Co., a breath- 
er tor the two nights. How the 
prése it. stage, With’ the Carltdn 


boys | 
‘em | 


warblers, | 
Twins, | 
Ralph Brewster Singers, and a rol- | 
of hell-for-leather | 
windjammers featuring | 


Also treading the parquet | 


Five | 
become another acro-| 


outfitted as cats, and two gals play | 


until windup when three eats use! 


Hayes orch off to one side, will 
suit the Durante act is the puz- 
zler at this point, but the Schnoz 
will certainly find a way to reduce 


exploited as Glitter Gulch by the 


/more romantic scribblers is quiet. 


Having the good old grind with 
two-bit play plus high percentage 
intake on slots helps the Fremont 
St. emporium to maintain a steady, 
if lower, average through the year- 
end slump. The Golden Nugget is 
the only casino in this two-block 
gambling area that hypos trade 
with entertainment, Show policy, 
| 10 p.m., 1 and 3 a.m., tosses tran- 
|sients a fast 45 minutes, with cur- 
‘rent bill b@ing card-flipper Nemo, 
|chirping comedienne Margie Gar- 
/retson, clowning Ish Kabibble, and 





fiddler Joe Venuti’s combo for 
backing. 
| A few blocks east, Hotel El 


Cortez weathers the biz cul-de-sac 
with its commercial inn trade and 
three nightly shows in the Pirates 
Den. Closing tomorrow (Wed.) is 
Jeanne Welborn, dulcet contralto 
| thrush who was a onetime featured 
name with Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl 
;orech. Jeanne exited the Spitalny 
‘charm circle to marry a_ local 
architect and concentrate upon 
housewifing. Out of retirement 
| now, she is making a stab at sing- 
ling in niteries ‘See New Acts). 
Opening Thursday night, Cooper 
Sisters return to the Den for over 
New Year's. Zany comedics of the 
pair have won the gals a big local 
following in this room. 

One entire year has zipped by 


without the addition -of another | 


luxury casino-hotel on the Strip. 
The Nevada State Tax Commission, 
| which holds the fate of gambling 
license applicants, is much more 
intent upon screening out unde- 
sirables than ever before. This 











strict searching into past records | 


‘has put the nix upon the Casa- 
, blanca combine, and just last week, 
on certain-would-be partners in the 
Roval Nevada, headed by Frank 
Fishman. 

The International Oasis, an in- 


built on the opposite side of town 


from the Strip, has received its | 


okay, but a= partnership court 


| Sticks—In Cheek,” 


tangle is holding up the ground- | 


breaking. Flurry of speculation 


over The Riviera. The Pation and) 


Kismet has dwindled to zero, with 


these deals falling into the promot- | 


ing or floating-stock category. All 
is quiet on the Caribbean front, 
without a peep from those inter- 
‘ested in building this $9,000,000 
dream resort. Wm. Moore Jr., co- 
owner of El Cortez and one of the 
biggies in the Caribbean corpora- 
tion. has shifted his alliance to the 
building of a novel spa on Boulder 
Citv highway. 

Called The Showboat, this large 
hotel-casino-nitery is to be the first 
large enterprise on this burgeon- 
ing lesser Strip east of town. Oddly 


enough, The Showboat is going up | 


near the spot called The Meadows. 
which prior to the building of El 
Rancho Vegas on Highway 91. was 
the nitery, gambling ‘with redlight 
as extra added) centre for the 
better trade. But these were the 
days when the real rough ‘n’ ready 
Las Vegas was pinpointed in the 
heart of town on No. First and 
Block 16, the latter being one of 
the most notorious redlight dis- 
tricts in the country. 

Las Vegas has had more ups and 
downs in its dizzy growth than any 
other town of comparable size any- 


{as hitting 
| rhythms for dancing. 


his former and more noted style 
at the close, when he reprises 
“Little White Cloud” and “Cry,” 
\ hich catapulted him to bigtime. 


Despite the toning down of his 
style, Ray is still the neurotic, 
highly-tensed singer who gives the 
impression of being a soul in tor- 
ment, a man possessed. He seems 
to be a product of these tortured 
times expressing a_ restlessness 
through his song catalog. 

His deliveries have the fervor of 
the evangelist as well as touches of 
lowdown. He’s truly the study of a 
crazy, mixed-up kid but withal a 
showman of a superior stamp. Ray 
lives in the past with his song se- 
lections, but still he sends mes- 
sages to the entertainment seekers 
of today. In his turn, lasting more 
than a half-hour, Ray is the solid 
hit. 

Ray is in only for a short book- 
ing before LaRosa takes over. But 
even with the pre-Yule shopping 
season, he should be solid b.o, at 
the Proser hospice. ; 

Van Smith’s band does a solid 
bit of showbacking and Jovita pre- 
sides over the Latin relief. Jose. 


Ambassador Hotel, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 11. 
Carmen Cavallaro, Judy John- 
son and Her Dates (Buddy 
Schwab, Forrest Bonshire), 
Gray Orch (12), with Linda Lee; 
$2 cover. 


It appears that the plush Cocoa- 
nut Grove room will be coasting 
for the next two weeks through the 
pre-Christmas period, with no tax- 
ing of its large capacity. To draw 
cover payees between now and the 
holidays would take a real sock 
star name and this new layout 
isn’t quite that. 

There's no disputing thought, that 
Carmen Cavallaro can make a Bald- 
win’s black-and-whites talk back in 
high style. He keeps his stint on 
the informal side, with easy pat- 
ter between numbers. On for 41 
minutes at opening night, the offer- 
ings included such standards as 
“Jealousy,” “Begin the Beguine’ 
and “Rhapsody in Blue,” the more 
and sock, “Ebb Tide,” 
plus a comedy bit tagged “Chop 
which takes 
well to the Cavallaro-izing. A rous- 
ing rhumba, the likes of which 
should be heard at least twice dur- 
ing the turn. closed his stand. The 
few among the Cavallaro faithful 
who turned out liked what they 
heard. It's god piano. 

Judy Johnson and Her Dates 
‘Buddy Schwab and Forrest Bon- 
shire) are fugitives from television 
who spot 22 minutes of songs and 
dances. 
pert personality sadly in need of 
better routining than she gets from 


| the music arrangement and staging 


credited to Mel Pahl, of “Your 
Show of Shows.” Miss Johnson 
does well by “I Love Paris,’ and 
the boys join her on “Old Soft 
Shoe,”” after which she doffs her 
skirt to display well set up gams 
for the rest of the stint. It ain't 
necessarily so that Miss Johnson 
isn’t sexy, even though she la- 
ments, comedically, that “Nobody 
Calls Me Sexy.” She should leave 
the kidding to sadsack comediennes 
and handle the song with oomph. 
Jerry Gray and his 12 sideinen 
give the show good backing as well 
a nice bounce in the 
Terp music 


| chores are shared by Tico Robbins’ 


| attractive vocalist in 


where in the U. S. But, say the | 


sundry Nostrodami ,the current dip 
means nothing to the future of this 
Babylonian bedlam. Where else 
can you got so much for nothing— 
if money means nothing? 


La Vie En Rose, N. Y. 


Van Smith and Jovita Orchs; $5 
metntnumM, 


the season. 


for top biz on the eastside. 
current bill of Johnnie 
Marshall & Farrell 


The 
Ray with 
supporting 


strong layout. 


his boxoffic with Julius 


| 


Monte Proser’s enlarged La Vie ; same bill under the large Emerald 

en Rose is undoubtedly the hit of | Room roof, for at least a two-week 
It’s warm, rich decor | run. 

and name talent are making this | 

dillarless room a strong contender | who 


(latter in New Acts) makes for a | Oquism, 


| 


Proser has insured | enunciation. 
LaRosa-| between the two 


coming in next on Christmas Day, | 
with future shows to be headlined | quality that entertains, 


by Pearl Bailey and Frankie Laine, 
|}among others. Proser apparently is 
in the process of building up a wall 
;of names as a means of securing 
| himself against any contingency. 

| Inthe current layout, Ray proves 
{that he’s a performer of solid di- 
‘mension. Ray, who made. tear- 
|ducts as important an asset to a 
| singer as vocal chords, is not quite 
|as frantic a performer as he was 
| When he debuted at the Copaca- 
bana 4 couple of years‘ago. He 
; has settled into a pattern that only 


| bears a strong resemblance to the | Lynn Burns warbling 





five-piece rhumband. Gray has an 
Linda Lee. 
Conducting for Cavallaro’s piano 
stint is Jerry Vaughan, Brog. 


Shamrock, Houston 


Houston, Dec. 8. 
Joanne Wheatley, Hal Kanner, 
Eddie Garson and Chico-Chico, 


Joe Sudy Orch, Lynn Burns; $1.50- 


Johnnie Ray, Marshall & Farrell, | $2.50 couvert. 


Couple 


down - to - earth, 
nightclub 


acts are 


smart 
duoed on the 


Leadoff is ventro Eddie Garson, 


0 makes well-dressed Chico- 
Chico do everything but = snatch 
drinks from the ringside tables. 


Garson is a past master of ventril- 
with perfect control and 
Although the patter 
seems a bit to 


set, certain ad lib 


they have a 

Joanne Wheatley and husband 
Hal Kanner are top songsellers. 
Miss Wheatley is at the center 
front mike and Kanner at the 
background piano keyboard, Ar- 
rangements Of Kanner are sure- 
fire. Their duet numbers are a 
fine blending of notes and make 
their repertoire of everything 
from the semi-classic to hillbilly a 
smash routine. 

Backgrounding the show admir- 
ably, Joe Sudy and his tooters also 
play for dancing, with thrush 
well and 


Jerry’ 


She's a pretty redhead of | 


Plaza Hetel, N. Y. 
Mary McCarty, with Billy Roy: 
Bambi Linn & Rod Alexander, Ted 
Straeter and Mark Monte Orchs; 
$2-$2.50 cover. 





Persian Room is in One of its 
rare contrasting moods this Yule- 
bridging semester via the Mary 
McCarty and Bambi Linn & Rod 
Alexander parlay, both returnees 
to the Plaza marts. Miss McCarty 
is as rowdy a comedienne as the 
law and the inn’s code will allow, 
The guise of a Persian lamb in 
wolf’s clothing might rate her the 
heading of “Mary Had a Little,” 
but the billing wouldn’t jibe versus 
that deeply-plunging neckline. 

She’s a cheerful cutup with a 
savvy sense of timing and an ex- 
pertness at the quickie one-liners 
among other ammunition from the 
spice shelf. But it’s questionable 
whether she isn’t using her talents 
—and that she has in abundance— 
to pander to the ganderers to the 
detriment of her act. Some of her 
lowdown repertoire couldn’t even 
be luxed, the main f'rinstance being 
her saga of the lady who concierges 
the powder room. That’s putting 
herself in a dangerous area. A few 
of the passages—in or out of con- 
text—are clearly in bad taste. 
Period. 

When it comes to the mime and 
the characterization, Miss McCarty 
is in there brightly, and when she 
employs her singing voice to com- 
plement her oral and _ physical 
escapades, she’s on sound ground. 
The straight vocallings just don’t 
fit. Considering her adeptness at 
building a series of dames from 
nitery chirps to film-flammers, Miss 
McCarty is making a mistake in 
essaying the drenched - with - sex 
route. 

Linn & Alexander, the Mr. & 
Mrs. dancers, tee off the session 
in a 20-minute treatment of the 
terp varieties. Opener is a rapid 
dance cavaicade unfolding from 
vaude to video. (And it’s curious to 
hear them introed as ‘“‘television 
dancers’—‘‘Show of Shows,” etc.— 
when their pre-TV bid got them 
considerable attention, largely via 
musicomedy workouts.) Segue with 
costume change is to their delight- 
ful “Blue Danube” number, some- 
thing of a trademark with the 
exuberant pair. 

Back to the comedic channels 
they go in a country bumpkin play- 
out, complete with another change 
of habiliments. Having no trouble 
registering strongly up to this 
point, they climax and hit the high 
stakes with their smooth hoofery 
to “Younger Than Springtime.” 
They’re top prancers who are also 
armed with good interlarded talk. 

Ted Straeter leads his tooters 
authoritatively with Billy Roy aug- 
menting on the piano accomp for 
Miss McCarty shipshape. Mark 
Monte’s Continentals lure ’em onto 
the floor for the RIENE, 

rau. 


New Golden. Reno 
Reno, Dec. 8. 
(2), Happy Jes- 
ters (3), De Mattiazzis, Golden 
Girls, Sterling Young Orch; no 
cover or minima. 


Cooper Sisters 





The winter fast on big names in 
Reno was staved off temporarily 
by the Golden. Even though the 
procedure has been to knock show 
budgets in half as soon as the 
first frost settles, the Golden has 
continued sparking competish with 
fairly hot shows. And the policy 
has paid off in stacked houses. 

This show presents the first lull 
in the wihter proceedings and be- 
cause the appetite has been whet- 
ted in this room, it'll take more 
than this lineup to make business. 

This is too bad, since it’s a 
pretty good show. The trouble is 
the marquee, which looks unfa- 
miliar. 

The Cooper Sisters have nothing 
much to do but have a lot of fun 
doing it. Fired by the antics ot 
Blanche, the duo works slowly to 
a sort of informal lark toward the 
end of the act. Femme's clowning 
begins to look halfway spontane- 
ous as she muggs and slapsticks. 

In general, the act is cliched to 
ihe limit. Some songs dueted and 
soloed get friendly attention, espe- 
cially a French number which 
eventually runs into “Detour” in 
hillbilly style. 

Coopers would have faired bet- 
ter without the job of following 
something pretty similar in the 
Happy Jesters. Aithough there’s no 
attempt at straight comedy, this 
trio has plenty of success cavorting 
with their tunes. Focal point Is 
Jerry, a tall, curly-headed jester 
who never stops moving, or inject- 
ing some odd noise in arrange- 
ments. There’s not a voice among 
them for real singing, but they fill 
in the void with bounce and vigor. 

The De Mattiazzis still draw the 
| gasp of surprise with their unusual 
| doll act. The team has been in town 











| flailing and wailing of that era. | decorating the stage as a blonde | several times before, but gets good 
But he's still a solid showman and |rival to raven-haired Miss Wheat-| attention from the wise ones. 


| gives the disteness ,a (reminder rofsieyo oO 


Jedo. 


bi0g: FO VIS e Bots) Marks! 


Ae Ve Ea ate EBM EMD 





Se ee ee ee em See 


ee 





Wed! 
a 


Cir 


Nellie 
Johnny, 
Dick 
Ramos R 


Things 
the Suns 
else) thi 
Hover fi 
citement 
jing of N 
patics ¢ 
floored 
will ple 
away ir 
until Cl 
even th 
waiters 

The A 
as the ¢ 
ous five 
Jeaves 1! 
ol thel 
somersé 
perch ( 
stander, 
and the 
high re 

Miss 
20-mint 
Dick H 
Parker 
such tr 
on Dov 
It's a- 
out anc 
ease, St 
pected 
medley 
and “N 
as an 
Her 0' 
and Ss 
from h 

Dick 
ingrati 
vides 1 
with t 
relief. 


| 


Duk 
Jimny 
$2.50 7 


Alth 
prima! 
tele, | 
the re 
won't 
its stl 

E}li 
of tim 
demar 
He di 
his cr 
and t 
keybo 
ertoir 
some 
It's al 

Ma 
self v 
gives 
stuff. 
openi 
Jimm 
Cook 
(Sax), 
Ande: 
rides 
s0m 
&ssigi 
on 
Nothi 


Bui 
Grum 
press 


Ru 
Orch 


It's 
Betty 
hers 
with 
ener 
liven 
pres: 
grea 
more 
tale: 
num 
rout 
squa 

Ez 
likal 
Wart 
her 
men 
How 
seles 
unal 
Slas} 

In 
in | 
don’ 
not 
rest 
Sar 
she 
Buit 
are 
rhe 
Cub 
eng. 
Step 
Pros 
ube 
Fen 
ami 








teens be 


vera eae 


Wednesday, December 16, 


1953 


__ VARIETY 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





53 





—_— 
Cire’s, Hellyweod 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Lutcher, with Dick Hart, 


Nellie , 3). 
inny Parker; Amin Bros. (2); 
arate ‘Stabile Orch (7); Bobby 


Ramos Rhumband (4); $2 cover. 





ings are usually slow along 
ne Sunset Strip tand every ” ey 
else) this tume of year, so Hi. D. 
Hover figured to stir up some = 
citement with the first strip boo - 
ing of Nellie Lutcher and the acro- 
batics of the Amin Bros. He’s 
floored an entertaining show that 
will please those who can be torn 
away from the “open every night 
until Christmas” shopping sprees, 
even though it won't keep the 
waiters overiy busy. 

The Amins set a whirlwind pace 
as the opener, knocking off a furi- 
ous five minutes of acrobatics that 
Jeaves ringsiders breathless. Some 
of their stuff, like a backward 
comersault front and back to a 
perch on the feet of the under- 
stander, evokes spontaneous gasps 
and their dazzling dexterity earns 
high response. 

Miss Lutcher pounds over a solid 
90-minute song stint, backed by 
Dick Hart on drums and Johnny 
parker on bass, featuring of course 
such trademarked items as “Hurry 


on Down” and “Real Gone Guy.” | 
It’s a foot-tapping turn through- | 


out and she handles her stuff with 
ease, seguing neatly from the ex- 
pected Lutcher style to an offbeat 
medley of “My Mother’s Eyes” 
and “My Little Boy” that serves 
as an interesting change of pace. 
Her own pianistics set the beat 
and she gets effective backing 
from her cohorts. 

Dick Stabile emcees in his usual 
ingratiating style and his band pro- 
vides the bulk of the musichores, 
with the Bobby Ramos crew on 
relief. Kap. 





Birdland, N. Y. 


Duke Ellington Orch (15) with 
Jimmy Grissom; Bud Powell Trio; 
$2.50 minimum. 


Although this cellar spot caters 
primarily to the cool music clien- 
tele, Duke Ellington will pull in 
the regulars as well as fans who 
won't come near the place when 
its strictly progressive. 

Ellington has been here a couple 


demands of the place and its trade. 
He dishes out solid sets, sparking 
his crew of eight reed, seven brass 
and two rhythm with his crafty 
keyboarding. He mixes up his rep- 
ertoire of fave standards with 
some of his current pop waxings. 
It's all excellent Ellingtonia. 
Maestro always surrounds him- 
self with top sidemen and always 
fives them a chance to show their 
stuff. Big showcase number on 
opening night was “VIPs Boogie.” 
Jimmy Hamilton (clarinet), Willie 
Cook (trumpet), Russell Procope 
sax), Paul Gonsalves (sax) and Cat 
Anderson (trumpet) take solid solo 
rides on the “Boogie.” Jimmy Gris- 


s0M registers strong on the vocal | 


assignments. 


He’s especially good 
on “Without - ‘A. 


A Song” and “Do 


Nothing Till You Hear From Me.”’ | 


,, Bud Powell Trio (piano, bass and 
frum) spells Ellington with its im- 
Pressionistic instrumentals. Gres. 





Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 10. 





m Betty Ketlly (2), Don McGrane 
rch (8); $2.50 minimum. 

It's the first time around for 
Betty Reilly and she’s establishing | 
rerself as an acceptable singer | 
With a considerable amount of 
energy, bounce and gusto, who can 
liven up the scene, 


pression is that she could benefit 
pias oom better material and 
“7 ol illful handling of her 
talents, If she had only one sock 
‘mber and improved all-around 
Moutining, she'd hit the 
squarely here, 


Lasy-on-the-opties blonde proves 
Warbleg 2, Dumber of counts and 
her ven, pbs putting over most of 
mendath contributions with a com- 
Bececas degree of showmanship. 
re baht r the songology comprises 
Unablevs wich | generally are 
siacm, \? “DAP Up too much enthu- 
tn Feed in her recital are songs 
don't a and Spanish, but they 
ane in enough because they’re 

Sufficiently outstanding or ar- 


ea melodically or otherwise. 
she chinne” for the numbers that 


aa Se hirps atop a piano to her own 
~ Mag urmming. Clicking best 
| lagdalena, * her opener which 
ol ‘as recorded; a_ fast-moving 
pense. offering | which finds her 
_ 4fing in a bit of torso-twisting 

€pping that fits neatly into the 


Proceedings and sets off her ex- 
l “Tm a 
which js on the 
and a novelty bit, 


uberance advantageously: 
eminine Fatale.” 


‘musing | side, 


i . . « 2 = , off. 
of times before and he knows the | pianist 


| Femcee 
lintros and then handles chirping 
i with Max Chamitov’s 
|during customer dansapation. The 
| Bill Moodie trio cuts the interlude 


But local im- | 


target more | 


“The Begat.” Dick Weiss assists 
capably at the piano, joins in some 
of the vocalizing and does a stint 
at the Cuban drum. 

Don McGrane and his musicians 
,are all to the good, as usual, and 
| back up Miss Reilly in superior 
fashion, as well as playing nicely 
for customer dancing. Rees. 





Mt. Royal Hotel, Mont’) 


Montreal, Dec. 11. 
Charles Trenet (with Freddie 
Lihenart), Max Chamitov Orch 
(8) with Norma Hutton, Bill 
Moodie Trio; $1.50-$2 cover. 


Following 
'Quebee City to 
|every showing, singer Charles 
|Trenet moves to the opposite ex- 


several weeks in 





treme in cafe clientele to wow the | 
|patrons of the Sheraton-Mount Roy- | 


al’s Normandie Room in this pre- 
Christmas offering. 

Other than a recent concert date 
here and a nitery stint several 
vears ago in 
this is Trenet’s first appearance 
;on the uptown circuit and he 
| reves once again, regardless 
ithe totally different crowd, to be 
one of the most talented and per- 
i vocalists in the business. 

In current layout, Trenet misses 
|some of the basic Gallic audience 
enthusiasm that he 
|needs to put over his specialty 
songs, and the lack of fuller or- 
chestrations behind most numbers 
|leaves something to be desired. 
/As usual with Trenet, most of the 
songs presented are from his 
prolific pen and in the field of the 


| 


rangement this 


alone. 

All tunes, for the most part, are 
in French with the occasional 
switch at the midway mark into 


composer stands 


On this showing, Trenet is a more 
|solid showman than on previous 
| engagements around town. He no 


'fits of temperament that spoiled 
him with payees 
alike in other vears. Gone is the 
time when he would cut his shoy 
because of a poor crowd or patron 
reaction. 





capacity biz at} 


Montreal’s east end, | 


of | 


| the 
| ear-drumless 


sometimes | 


| rhythmic French song-and-story ar- | 


English, and for clarity’s sake his | 
intros are strictly Anglo-American. | 


Fairmont Hotel, S. F. 
Will Mastin Trio with Sammy 
Davis Jr., Ernie Heckscher Orch 


(12); $2 cover. 





Sammy Davis. Jr. can and does 
do about everything that can be 
done on a stage, and he does it 
|; With an impact that marks him 
;one of the best of current attrae- 


tions. Terping, singing, miming, 
|; Mugging, impersonations, comedy 


and hoke are all grist for his mill 
and his warm personality enhances 


each of his potions for a _ solid 
score. The, boy works hard and 
| there’s a big payoff in mitts. His 


opener is a sock outpouring of tal- 
ent, leavened by support from his 
dad and uncle, which requires a 
|reprise at the begoff. 
| The act, with his two elders act- 
mg as feeders, continues a fast- 
paced outpouring of all-around 
entertainment. Intro is by father 
and uncle as a warmer, then Davis 
takes over for the full run of the 
stand except for necessary breaks. 
As encore to songs and 
sonations, he turns in a 
traps solo, which close, 
chronized with band, 
flash bowout. He handles the 
drums like a demon and leaves 
checkpayers breathless and 
for a happy close. 
It’s top entertainment throughout. 
Support by dad and uncle ap- 
pear justified in light of pace set 


imper- 


at 
house 


syn- 


by Davis. both as breakins and as 
sentimental overtone. 
Music by Ernie Heckscher 


troupe is hot, for both show and 


tiptoeing. Ted. 
Twin Coaches. Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 
Julius LaRosa, Danny Crustal, 
Dolores Hawkins, Helene & How- 
ard, Mario & Floria, Franke Barr 
Orch (9); $2-$3 cover. 


With more than 4,000 advance. 
pre-paid reservations in even be- 
fore the opening, big ‘1.100-seat) 


! Twin Coaches will have the biggest 
| week in its history with Julius La- 


ionger exhibits the rather childish | 
and bonifaces | 


}most an 


On night caught, Tren- | 


et worked a solid 45 minutes doing | 


upwards of 10 numbers and cap- 
ping with “Le Mer” for a fine beg- 
Kudos also go to Trenet’s 
Freddie Lihenart for his 
okay accomps. 

Norma 


Hutton does 


fine orch 


sides effectively. Neut. 


Chateau Madrid. N. Y. 


Angel Lopez presentation arith 
Coco & Tina. Morenita Reu, Pupi 
Campo, Sarita Vasquez, Freddie 
Alonso Orch, Line (5); 


| minimums. 


Angel Lopez's Chateau Madrid 
seems to be doing a jackpot busi- 
ness. It’s the last of the rhumba- 
'mambo spots in that sector of 
town, and Lopez seems to be en- 
ticing a sizable group of aficion- 
ados. Adding to the lure of this 
spot is Pupi Campo’s band, which 
had been a mainstay at the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J.. for the past few 
i'summers. Campo has a_ sizable 
‘following due to his capabilities as 
a mixer rather than as a musician 
and entertainer. Campo has a part 
in the floorshow. Major section of 
the display hinges around a revuc 
with some personnel holding over 
from the previous show. 

Layout is compact and rapidly 
gaited. The line of three girls and 
two boys provides a lot of action, 
which is continued in the rest of 
ithe floorshow. The dance team of 
Coco & Tina. a pair of flamencoists, 
and singer Morenita Rey, are un- 
| der New Acts. 

Campo is an affable rostrum per- 
sonality, who doesn’t do too much 
musically, but gets on the plus side 
iof the Latinaddicts. He has men 
‘in the audience show their skill at 
ithe various chili-dances with girls 
from the line, and he dances with 
several femmes called up from the 
itables. It’s basically a sound idea, 
|}inasmuch as the mambo-crowd is 
\frankly exhibitionist and likes 
|nothing better than to show its 
istuff before appreciative  audi- 
fences. Freddie Alonso takes care 
lof the music while Campo per- 
| forms. 
The 
| view 


of the 
produced 


re- 
to 


major portion 
is tastefully 


| make the maximum impact on this | 
in- | 


small platform, Staging is in 
genious, and the choreography is 


colorful and action-packed without , 


| looking too crowded. Costuming is 
| tasteful. 
'is by Sarita Vasquez. 

The Alonso band with Sarita 
| Herrera and the Campo bands take 
|care of the musical needs of the 
spot. ) Jose, 


natural 


$3.50, $5 | 


| mility for a nice toueh 


Okay production singing | 


Rosa. Customers are going to get 
their money's worth, too. There's 
a lot of show in this package GAC 
has wrapped areund LaRosa, al- 
nour and three-quarters 
long. but the time goes swiftly, and 
this is all that counts. 

Nobody around town can remem- 


ber when there’s ever been as 
much interest in any nitery en- 
gagement. It's not a first locally 


for LaRosa. He plaved a weekend 
last summer at the Vogue Terrace. 
Just in the few short months since 
he was last around. LaRosa has 
come along. He’s not a finished 
performer yet, but then that’s only 
since the kid looks. and 
doesn't hesitate to say so from the 
floor, as if he isn’t quite sure vet 
what hit him. The be-vourself per- 
sonality LaRosa has parlayed into 
a gold mine is good for him. but 1 


can be overdone if he isn't too 
careful. 

Conversationally, there are 
charms in the bovishly shy stuff 


although LaRosa should speak up 
just a little more at the mike. Half 
of his words trail off in a jumbie 


Admitting some of his present 
faults, he’s on his way, however; 
that much is obvious Just as 


Sinatra developed from a person- 
ality into a bonafide performer sev- 
eral years ago, LaRosa shows the 
same signs t's going to take time 
and care, but the signs are there 
and the process is already or- 
ganizing. 

Of course. on 
he's in already: 
benefits which still have to come 
He handled the bulging, noisy 
crowd, predominantly femme on 
opening night, beautifully. LaRosa 
gave out with exactly nine songs, 
and they were still vammering fou 
more. He socks them all over, in- 
terspersing the tunes with some 
personal autobiographical data that 
fits and near the close refers to the 
Godfrey saga by neatly quoting 
Bishop Sheen's definition of hu- 
Among the 
be certain 


singing end. 
in the fringe 


the 


ts 


strict pros, there 
disparagements about LaRosa’s 
homespunishness, but where it 
counts most, among the rank-and- 
file cashbox clientele, it’s safe and 
sound, 

Mario & Floria. classy ballroom 
pair, tee off with some crack terp- 
ing, and by the time they 
around to their old-fashioned Tur- 
key Trot, a big winner, and 
Charleston, team's not only in but 
smartly over. Dolores Hawkins fol- 
lows them on, and this gal’s come 
a long way since she first hit town 
a couple of years ago. In fact, Miss 
Hawkins is right up there among 
the top song salesladies of 
day, and with a chassis and face to 
match the vbice should go far. 

Danny Crystal, who also m.c.’s 
the layout, is another performer 
who has developed since Pittsburgh 
first saw him at the old Nixon Cafe. 


may 


He had talent even then, but it was | 


undiscliplined and there were too 
many rough edges. But Crystal 
/works it smart now, with confi- 
'deace endassurance, and ‘he’s get- 


terrific | 


is a} 


get | 


the | 


thing there. Warms them up with 
a couple of stories, then into his 
vocal impressions and satires of a 
bopstér, a Continental vocalist and 
an opera singer to tear the big 
/ room apart. 


and come right ahead of LaKosa. 


than ever, and it’s doubtful 
they've ever been so. boffo 
where. Everything they did, and 
kids have some new stuff, too, rang 
the bell, and this kind of clowning 
is surefire. Anybody else but La- 
Rosa would have turned that spot, 
after Helene & Howard, back to 
the Indians. 

Twin Coaches is not only getting 
a $2 and $3 ‘Friday and Saturday 
nights) cover but on top of that a 


if 





$3 and $4 minimum, but thev’re 
|shelling out with a smile The 
| smile’s even bigger at the finish, 
for they've had their money's 
worth. Cohen. 


Latin Quarter. Boston 
Boston, Dec. 10. 
Richard fiayes, Cy Reeves, Dan 
Carroll, Bob Conrad Girls ‘9 
Ted Cole, Harry DeAngelis Orch 
(8), Zarde Bros. Trio; $2.50 ini 
Although neither singer Richard 
Hayes nor comic Cy Reeves can be 


;considered strong marquee lure 
hereabouts, their respective stints 
at the Latin Quarter are more 


than satisfying. resulting in a well- 
rounded packeage for the pre-holi- 
day trade. 

Topbilled. the 1thful Haves 
looks more like an Ivy League un- 
dergrad than a nitery performer 
and impresses with his enthusiasm 
and apparent showmanship eavvy 
|He has a nifty set of pipes and 
i} knows how to use ‘em. His artic- 
ulate between-number chatter 
serves nicely to establish the mood 
of each song and his overall] effect 
on the ringsiders is topnotch 

While the laconic comic. Reeves 
is a bit slow in getting 
the start. his stuff bu 
goes along. 
action. 
across 


vO 


across at 
ilding 2s he 
to strong customer 
Guy doesn't belt his stuff 
but rather relies o 
ing in the punchlines in a casual} 
throaway style which the opening- 
night audience appreciated 
pening slot is capably handled 
by Dan Carroll. who scores neatly 
with a sesh of taps interspersed 
with ballet spins and leaps. Bob 
Conrad has installed three new 
extravagant production routines 





" = Le 
sSneak- 


x5 - 


the toppers being a Christmas 
number. and “Jet.” during which 
gals prance around distributing 
phials of perfume to ringsiders 


Ted Cole vocalizes during the pro- 
duction numbers and handles the 
emcee chores in his trademarked 


almost too casual manner. Harry 

DeAngelis showbacks slickly and 

splits customer terping  assign- 
ments with the Zarde Bros. trio 
Eli 

Hotel Barclay. Torento 
Toronto. Dec. 1] 

Billy Sulliva es Three Reeds 
Duercttes 5) De is Stone @a 

his CBC Orch (8): $1.75 
Just back from Korea with a 


Bronze Star and Meritorious Serv- 
ice Medal, Billy Sullivan 

out of the service and back 
with a straight act that is 
hefty on personality and sale 
ship pacing. Blond baritone 


is how 


inging 
singing 





with a bouncy “Gonna Live 

Die,” a mood switch to With 
These Hands” and “Over the Rain- 
bow,” a swing styling of “Somebody 
Stole My Gal” and a wham finale 


medley of Irish and Scots airs. It's 


a songalog that earns plenty of 
customer appreciation on lad’s re 
laxed delivery and an ingratiating 
appearance that has concertec 
audience appeal Young man is 
‘okay material for any entertain 
ment media 
| Three Reeds. harmonica _ trio 
Bob Higgins on bass. Don Bras- 
seur on reed and Phil Collins on 
chords). open with a lusty “Peg 


O’ My Heart.” “Lover” and “Bye 
'Bve Blues”: then into their comedy 
skits tor “12th Street Rag” and 
their own compositions of “Boogie’ 
and “Harmonica Jump,” 1] 
heftv response, with act needing 
,only further professional polish 


aii 


sales delivery but plenty of t 
nique there. 
The Dvyerettes, colored girl 


dance quintet, set proceedings off 
to a swift pace with their Latin- 
American rhythms for bouncy hop 
stvle in bare feet for a conga exit 
lare back later in the bill for a new 
‘breakin singing duo of “Gotta 
Dance" and “I Get a Kick Out of 
You,” both for neat vocal harmony 
work, plus followup dance aban- 
don and ballet swings, with first 
number in gorgeous blue-sequined 
| gowns and then a strip to brieties 
|tor modernistic rhythmics. Pro- 
duction number is stunningly ar- 
ranged by Dennis Stone and abl\ 
backed by his CBC orchestra In 
jall, whole bill is a neat bundle on 
|pace and diversity, with all acts 
| over big at this top pop nitery. 

| , 9 MeStady. 


| Eddie Bradford Orch (4); 
; minimum, 


Helene & Howard follow Crystal | 
These comedy dancers are funnier | 


any- | 


Bar of Musie, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 
Arthur Blake, Jayne Manuiers, 
$1.50-$2 





Every time Arthur Blake comes 
back to town he has a new act to 


unveil—which is why his dates 
here are of 16 weeks’ duration, 
with the cash register jingling 
merrily all the time. This visit 
iwill not only be an_ exception, 
but it should prove even better 
than his last outing here, since 


Blake is unveiling a fast and fre- 
quently socko stint built around a 
parade of filmland personalities. 


Blake has few, if any equals, as 
an impressionist. If there are any 
doubts, he squelches them with 


the new act in which, with the aid 
of tape-recorded vocal and musi- 
cal backgrounds, he's able to com- 
mand aitention constantly without 


any stage waits. The tape serves 
to provide a running commentary 
and/or background music for his 
quick changes under cover of the 
stage blackout, so that each time 


the lignts come up the audience is 


ready and waiting for another 
takeoff. 

He opens from ringside with a 
“Taking a Chance on You” parody 
that leads him into what he calls 


a “forum” on the state of the film 
medium. While he changes char- 
acters the background voices tell 
of their favorite thesps or scenes, 
which Blake then proceeds to re- 


create. He ranges from Garbo to 
Shirley Booth. highlighting such 
takeoffs as Chaplin and Mary 
Pickford with a flickering light ef- 








fect reminiscent of the nickelod- 
eons 

Some of the stuff is in the serio- 
comic vein. the rest of it is out- 
and-out satire on such thesps as 
George Arliss. Carmen Miranda, 
Gioria Swanson. Jose Ferrer. et al 
His new “Ferrer as Toulouse-Lau- 
trec” is one of his best and the 
devastating Louella Parsons bit 
has been embellished ’ with 
LOP on television L for lo- 
al consumption there's an acid- 
etched takeoff on Bar of Music 
owner Regina Villaudy that is im- 


ble carboning. He earns a 

ff after some 40 minutes 
Opener Jayne Manners. an 

Amazonian blonde who specializes 


1s 


in parodies of such musicomecy 
tunes as “Adalaide’s Lament. 
“Nothing Like a Dame.” Stout 
Hearted Men.” et al. Much of her 
material is weak. as is her voice, 
but she sells strongly to win re- 
sponse. Her best is a sly “Its the 
Same the Whole World Over.” 
Eddie Bradcford erch becks and 
handies cance stuff Kap. 





Saxony. Miami Beach 
Miami Beach. Dec. 12 


Williams, Val Olman Orch; 

$2 
Booking of Mae Williams into 
this plushervw is last of the one-act 
deals that obtained through sum- 
1) : With the hol- 





S We s e st! ght 
en their rounds H 
standup song mate 
husk\ ful:-tone Vo 
ng left to the imagi 
the adition of e¢ 0 
dig-cale ooms il 
switch from the 4 s 
‘atrons have witnessec 
reeks That she \ 
sound reception is an indication 


that the change was welcomed 


Val Olman and his crew andle 
their showback assignments € x- 
pert manner 


Paris 
Paris, Dec. 7 
Gotma : ini 1, 


A vindup spot ] 


Is alwavs a We€le- 


come addition to the nitery format, 
and this new intime spot looks like 
it will fill this converted attic every 
night. The Procope is one of the 
oldest restaurants in Paris and of 
ate has become a gathering spot 
for show biz people Folk singer 
Stephane Golmann had the good 
idea of converting the attie into a 
littie room and will get the late 


diners and show biz people looking 


for a comfortable spot to finish an 
evening. 

Recorded music fills in when 
Golmann is not giving out wilh nis 
peat rep of folksongs. Bilingual 


songalog and warm bonifacing puts 
evervbody in the mood and act. 
Golmann has a fine, infectious 
baritone and gives his folkies a 
good underlining and delineation 
which point up the ballad content. 
He accomps self on guital 


Mosk.’ 
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VARIETY BILLS Get An Act | ew Acts 
Continued from page 1 | : 
WEEK OF DECEMBER 16, 1953 shortage of good new nitery tal-_ 
Numerals In connection with bills Below Indicate opening day of show ent developed in recent years and; ' . 
: whether full or split week filmsters with any kind of an act; MARSHALL & FARRELL COCO & TINA 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss) can make an impression, particu- | Comedy 4a a 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner ‘larly since they have some exploi- | . mg Bose, N.Y Chateaa Madrid, N. Y 
| | a Sere oF wine = Pete Marshall & Tommy Farrell} Coco & Tina, identical twins 
NEW YORK CITY Hilton & Lee Bob Downey Versaities Lack of Preparation Vins, 
J 


Music Hall (1) 17 
Patricia Raynay 
Norman Wyatt 
Jeanette Tannen 
Jack Beaber 
Jayne Hornby 
Eric Hutson 
George Sawtelle 
Baudys 
Rockettes 


Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 


Argo & Faye 
Grace Drysdale 
George Kirby 
Nils & Nadynne 


Greyhounds | 


| E Shannon 
Jay Walkers 
L & P Arley 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 18 
Charlie Applewhite 
Consuelo & Melba 
Al Gordons Dogs 
Lennie Collyer 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 16 
Delraes 
P Bennett & Crow 
|Felo & Bruno 
} Sunny Sparks 
‘Clark Dennis 





AUSTRALIA 

BRISBANE ,; Duke & Horsburgh 
His Maijestys (T) 14. Joey Porter 
Tommy Trinder | Babs McKinnon 
Toni Green | Peter 
Joe Lee | Dorothy Hall 
3 Fayes | Wolly Peterson 
6 De Pauls | Debonairs 
Bouna | Adorables 
Mary Priestman | SYONEY 
Harry Moreny i Tivoli (T) 14 
Lloyd Martin H Sieman & Archie 
Toni Lamond | Daresco 3 


Maureen Helman 
Dancing Boys 
Ballet 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (T) 14 
Betty Driver 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Chevalier Bros 


| Lowe & Ladd 
| Charley Wood Co 
‘Frank Cook 
Susan Jeans 
Renita Kramer 
| Carlisle & Weldon 
Claudine Cheret 
| Chaddells 


Jimae Co Show Girls 
Gene Jimae Nudes 
Norman Vaughan ‘ Ballet 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL ’ PORTSMOUTH 


Palace (i) 14 
Dr Crock & C 
Kandy Sis & Ed 
Harry Dawson 
Leslie Randall 
Shipway Twins 
Len Martin 
F Harris & C 


BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome ii) 14 
Tommy Godfrey 
T Vaughn & P 
Dee Davies 
Forbes & Moira 
Eddie Black 
Pigalle Girls Club 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (‘M) 
Gladys Morgan 
Tony Brent 
Johnny Denis Co 
P & P Page 
Brian Andro 
Rusty 
Bobby Collins 
Hayden & Day 

BRIXTON 

Empress (1) 14 
Anne Shelton 
Jack Watson 
Hedley Ward 3 
Frinton & Willis 
Bruce Forsyth 
Les Matelots 


2 Sterlings 

EAST HAM 
Metrooolitan (1) 14 
Leo Fuld 


F Bamberger & P 
Chan Canasta 
Corellis 
Barnett & Del Rio 
Fred Atkins 
Merie & Marie 
Susie & R Russell 
Earle & Elgar 
Don Peters 
The Five 
Miss Lilly 
The Shipway Twins 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 14 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 
Western Stars 
HACKNEY 
Empire (‘S) 14 
Cyril Dowler 
Rhoda Rogers 
Francis Langford 
Singing Songsters 


Uims 


Royal (mM) 14 
Dennis Bros & June 
E & D Waters 
Eva Mav Wong 
| Archie Lewis 
{Des O'Connor 
Terry Hall 
Woodward & 
Cooper 
Kings 4 Sea Lions 
Schmacks Chimos 
| SOUTHAMPTON 
| Grand (1) 14 
| Roy Lester 
| Kenee Lucas 
| Roy Walker 
!Max Carole 


4 SUNDERLAND 


Emoire (M) 14 
Jack Lewis 
Tommy_ Rose 
Sonny Dawkes 
4 Mell-Macs 
Arthur Knotto 
| Jackie Lester 
Ralph Humber 
Douglas Lester 

SWANSEA 

Empire (mM) 14 
Joan & Ernest 
Maude Edwards 
2 Yolandas 
5 Skvliners 
Nat Hope 
Sirdani 
Kelrovs 
Rey & Ronja 
Laurie Watson 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (!) 14 
Lee Lawrence 
Revel & Fields 
Balmoral 4 
Noble & Denester 

WOOD GREEN 
i Empire ‘S) 14 
_Eddie Reindeer 
Chris Gill 
Ike Hatch 
Shirley Bassey 
B Nightingale Co 
Copper-Colored L 
i YORK 


Empire (1) 14 
Morris & Cowley 
Johnson Clark 
Peggy Ashley 
Honey Brown 
|} Danny Gray 
Vie Ray & Lucy. 
|Sereno & Joy 
13 Imps 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Basin Stre-t 
Christine 
Mason 
Bros 
Napoleon 
Melis Trio 
Taylor Trio 

Bive Angel 

Carrel 
Murphys 
Freeman 

Anita Ellis 

Chas De 

Bart loward 

Jimmy Lyons 

Bon Sorr 

Jimmie Daniels 

Patricia Bright 

Norene Tate 

Garland Wilson 

Mae Barnes 

Kirkwood & 
Goodman 

Cafe Albert 

Serena Shaw 

Vex Gentry 

Frank Saunders 

Cafe Society D’ntwn 


Lilly 
dana 
Step 
Phil 

Jose 


Bill: 
Pat 


tose 


Trio 


Naney Andrews 

Romaynes 

Rivera 3 

Charlie Barnet Orc 
Celebrity Club 

Alan Gale 

Freddie Stewart 

J & J Williams 

Larry Foster 


Chateau Madrid 
Alberto Castillo 
Pupi Campo Ore 

Copacabana 
Kean Sisters 
Norman brooks, 
Dunhills 
Jonathan Lucas 
Herb Fields 
M Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 

Hotel Astor 
Three Suns 
; 4 4 mae 


| Hotet c.itmore 
' Gleb Yellin 
Hotel New Yorker 
Arnold Shoda 
Joan Walden 
Dru & Dijon 
Ernie Rudy Ore 
A Rollini Trio 
Hotel Pierre 
Toni Arden 
L & E Roberts 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Chico Relli Ore 
Hote! Plaza 
Mary MeCarty 
Lion & Alexander 
fed Straeter Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombarde Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
iMary Meade 
| Milt Shaw ore 
| Horace Dinz Ore 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
{ Juliana Larson 
Lester Lanin Ore 
Jan Bruneseo Ore 
Hotel Statler 
fuss Morgan Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
catin Quarter 
| franklin & Lane 
| Elly Ardelty 
lL & M Murray 
| Mon Toy 
Vine Merlin 
Darvas & Julia 
Lee Sharon 
Rob Murray 
7 Ashtons 
{Ruby Richards 
Art Wane: Ore 
iB Harlowe Ore 
la Vie En Rose 
| Johnnie Ray 
|Marshall & 
'Van Smith Ore 
| No ¢t Fifth 
Van Smith Ore 
iJovita Ore 


Farrell 


ave 





i 


} 


| Joe LaPorte Ore 


‘Nice To See 
Georgie Kaye 
Fay DeWitt 
Don Liberto 
Al Norman 
Lou Nelson 
Dorothy Keller 
Patti Ress 

Linda Lombard 
Barbara Stewart 
Carol Ohimart 
Salvatore Gice Ore 


Harold Fonville You’ 

Hazel Webster 
Old Roumanian 

Sadie Bunks 


Sid Gary 


“But,” he emphasizes, “it’s got 
to be an act—not just something 


living room. I’m not going to 
name names, but I’ve seen a lot 
of ’em start out. They play one 
or two dates and that’s the end of 


D’Aquila Ore 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 
Joan Bishop 
Eddie Litwin 


Le Ruban Bleu “ , : - 
Mort Lindsey Panchito Ore have the material to survive in 
Toppers v.ilage Barn 


nightelubs, where the competition 
is keen.” 

Whether the lack of preparation 
‘is due to indifference or lack of 
understanding, Hover isn’t sure. 
He feels, however, that the root of 
the trouble may be that many 
| filmites don’t take the trouble with 


Jackie Jay 

Bud McGreerv David Blight 

I P Par Holly Warren 
Norman Paris Trio | Zeb Carver Ore 


Two Guitars | Hal Graham Ore 


Vladimir Rozhen | Village Vanguard 
Lubov Hamshay | Sylvia Sims 


Misha Uzdanofft Irwin Corey 
Senia Karavaeit Williams Trio 
Misha Markoff Waldorf-Astoria 
Town & Country | Jose Greco 


Rita Dimitri 





t 


La Playa Sextet |N Brandwynne Ore . : 
Johnny Morris Ore! Mischa Borr Ore | a nitery act that they do with 
| everyday affairs. 
CHICAGO = ; : 
| They wouldn’t go to a ee | 
Bive Angel Capek | j »y ‘ stic surgery 
Jene Kelly Lippe & Balisch if they wanted plastic ¥ Be ‘Y 
Tany Roman Bobby May done,” he grumbles, “but they’re 


Neville Black 
Val Navaro 
Grace Nichols 
Bob WeDyck Trio Boulevar-Dears (7) 
Black Orchid Boulevar-Dons (6) 
Kaye Ballard F Masters Ore 
Bobby Short Edgewater Beach 


Bob Bromley 
Bill Griffin 
N & J Waldo 


perfectly willing to let their act be 
' written and staged by people who 
_are almost never in nightclubs. 
| What they have might be suitable 
for a radio or television appear- 


Pat Morrissey | Dorothy Sarnoff , ; : ’ . 

' Ken Sweet Trio | Robert Lamouret ; ance, but it doesn’t go ina club. 
De Castro Sis (3) |T Wonder & M | There are three or four guys 
By fon, Ee uae Ennis Ore | around making a good living put- 
Brian Farnon Ore Paimer House jting together acts for film people. 


| 


' 


| Larry Green 


| arthur Blake 
| Jayne Manners 


Chamaco_ Band Los Chavales GD 





Conrad Milton Hot‘)! Trini Reves | The minute you ace the act Aes 
Margie Lee D La Salle Orch j|can tell which one did it. They're 
|all alike—and they're not too 
LOS ANGELES | strong for clubs.” 
| : 
Ambassador Hotel | Eileen O'Dare ; Incessant nitery demands for 
Carmen iunae” | Sires =| talent, particularly in Las Vegas, 
senry, Gray five | Reaite oe |make the filmites good potential 
an ox Amin ros } nanlle a ry > 
ais Cas | Dick Stabile Ore | material, Hover feels, if they can | 
Lenny Kent Bobby Ramos Ore | be properly groomed for the stints. 


Del Rubio Sis (3) | Charley Foy’s 

Doodles Weaver 

| Jimmie Ames 

A Browne Ore 
Mocambo 

'L Carter & Cartiers 


With that in mind, the western 
boniface is offering to help film 
|talent put together an act for the 


Bar of Music 


E Bradford Ore 


that sounded good in a Bel Air| 


it. The reason is that they don’t | 


'are a union of two former teams, 


| both of which were highly success- 
ful in the saloon and theatre orbit. 
|Marshall was formerly with 
/Tommy Noonan while Farrell was 
formerly of McCarthy &. New 
combo has the basis of a solid act. 
They have plotted a good comedy 
turn which, while showing some 
rough spots, indicates that they'll 
work up to a team suitable for the 
top rooms. 

They have a zany brand of com- 
|edy that combines’ impressions, 
| some charming small talk and good 
| bits of business which build into 

laughs. The lads have a fresh and 
‘clean appearance that sets them 
| off well. Both have pleasant voices, 
|their concept of comedy is clean 





|/and their delivery is sufficiently 
strong to make a dent on most 
| audiences. There are some bits in 
the act that are reminiscent of both 
| Noonan & Marshall and McCarthy 
| & Farrell, but even so they emerge 
'with their own individual _ 
ose. 





| VAL NAVARO 

| Songs 

/15 Mins. 

| Blue Angel, Chicago 
| Mexican balladeer Val Navaro, 
whose only previous professional 
;turn was a prizewinning shot on 
| Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts,” 
|toplines a “new faces” spread at 


jthis Rush St. bistro, bags the 


_crowd-pleasing laurel, and shows | 


jup as a fine prospect for intimate 
rooms. What’s lacking in polish 
| pays off heavily in charm—and the 
jlad is loaded with humility. 


| Good looking and torero-garbed, 
|he impresses with a fluent set of 


Biltmore Hotel 
Johnston 
Bobby Sargent 


Johnny 


| E Oliver Ore 
Statier Hotei 
i Ted Weems Orc 


nitery circuit. Naturally, he'd like | tenor pipes, projecting so well that 
to see therm debut such an act atjthe customers chime in the ay’s 
either Ciro’s or the Last Frontier, |and oles without being bidden. He 


| MIAMI-MIAM! BEACH | but this isn’t a pre-requisite. 


“I'd just like to see more good 
| acts available,” he declares. “I 


Black Orchid | Dominique 


Pati Lynn gy i og Benet will help nightclub business every- 
Colette - Senny King | where if there are more acts, with 


Bob Schuman 

Charlie Castel 
Bar of Music 

Bill Jordan 

Jack Marlin 

|} Gina Valenta 


| Antone & Ina 

Sid Stanley Ore 

| Zig & Vivien Baker 
Leon & Eddie's 

Myra Davis } 

‘Chuck Fontaine | 


| built in name appeal, that can be 
‘booked around the country. And 
, we could all use help.” 


WATV ‘Pingo’ 











ag A Acres O'Reilly 
Birdiand Green Hair Girl 


Erroll Garner Trio | Jackie Gordon 
Sarah McLawler 5 | Billy Austin 
Shoremede Nancy Kent 














eater aan © Charlotte Waters «a= Continued from page 1 
~ i vray 

Ray rambo Ore =| Ralph Gilbert 

"Clever Club Sans Soucs Hote: 

Helen Traubel —— 

Harvey Stone in ey 

i . aA 

epee Seng ; Ann Herman Dcrs 

| Tony Lopez Ore Saxony Hotei 

Selma Marlowe Line Mae Williams 


| seen on Thursday’s WATV telecast 
in Saturday's editions. 
Ernie Emerling, Loews’ 
tising and publicity chief who was 
|one of the conferees, wasn't en- 
tirely happy about the Thursday 


Woody Woodbury (| Tano & Dee 1 nj ; : 

a. aan” |e Giese Oe night time slot but realized that 
B Ward Dominoes | Helene ,WATYV and Jablons had resched- 
The Nov-elites (3) i Tony De La Cruz 


uled as best they could. “We'd 
rather have had (‘Pingo’’) moved 
up to 6 or 6:30—a time when it 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Desert inn 1 Joe Venuti Ore | wouldn’t cut into movie business,” 
“Minsky’s Follies” | ands 5 ew a 
Paul Gilbert | Danny Thomas | Emerling observed. 
De la Rosa 5 1B Eckstine It’s not right for a friendly pa- 
| Donn Arden Dners; Vic Damone m - . : . - an 00 
cota Maue tre |i tian & 6 | per to cut into our business,” he 
El Cortez | Billy Gray | Said. He added, however, that 
Cooper Sisters . 1? oe & B | printing of the show material in 
Le 1 . 1 “ - la ° 
El Rancho Vegas | Frank Sinatra Saturday papers helped alleviate 


Georgia Gibbs ; Copa Girls the situation. 


Jack E Leonard Ray Sinatra Ore itt ; , 
by hy aahnee Switch in time for the telecast 
| Dot Dee Dners | Marlene Dietrich “helped stimulate the show,” ac- 
| Bob Ellis Ore | Dick Shawn | di . Bisse oe ; 
Flamingo Pee tacos Tnee cording to Jablons. Many Jewish 
| Pearl Bailey | Coe, Davidess ig | people in the metropolitan area, 
ng Ling i i | cared . ; “eligi : 
by. # Oe - igi | otherwise engaged in religious ob- 
|S Felix Prod | Sparky Kaye servance on Friday evenings, are 
| Barbara Perry | Billy Barty | ¢ a . ~¢. 
| Torris ena Gre | Atikainia Dew ; now able to view the show. More- 
Last Frontier Bill Willard . over, many of the weekend movie 
{Mary Kaye Trio Jimmy Cavanaug 2 in . R " “op; ” 
fel Ale 5 bli Me Gates Palominos  2adicts, who attend them—* Pingo | 
Senor Wences G Redman’'s Ore or no—have now become part of 
Jean Devivn Dners Thunderbird 


» Th - av 4 ie . » . 
ee | a See the Thursday audience potential. 


Golden Nugget Landre & Verna | Jablons and the pic exhibitors 
Nemo Stuart Foster | emphasiz 2 ir “palati 
Margie Garretson McQuaig Twins age phasized that their relations 
Ish Kabibble { Brewster Singers have always been friendly. 














RENO, NEVADA 


| 
i\D Varela & Trio 


Mapes Skyroom 


TV's $530,000,000 





Car! Ravazza Joe Mazzeo 
Dave Barry Sterling Young Orc 
Mapes Skylettes Riverside —————  (‘ontinued from pag — 
E Fi'zpatrick Ore Morton Downey boos a o pase 1) 
ue Car . nr 
cae oe pegs tone proximate $490,000,000, 3°% above 
Frankson | Riverside | Starlets 1952. He predicts that 1954 rev- 
Dewey Sisters | Betty Holt } a ° ” Pay 
Golden Girls i Bill Clifford Ore enues will be about the same as 
.| 1952 but sees a mixed trend in 
HAVANA | time sales, with some stations doing 
si ‘ Se ial | better and others worse. 
! ntmartre elen ‘tO : e 
ioe de mace ee Sai | He anticipates there will be geo- 
| Michelle Due Fernende Valencia graphical variations in __ station 
r & P Rodriguez N riega Org ‘ ee = ? 7 
Rosendo Rosell | C Rodriguez Orq | busine aS due to an expected de- 
| Alberto A Ballet | Tropicana |cline in the automobile industry 
' ‘ » . : . . 
trey ee l Los Xey and its impact on retail business. 
E Antunez Orq Mano Lopez | However, he believes that some 
C de la Playa Orq) Paulina Alvarez | stations will keep their volume up 
| Sans Souci Rudolfo Borges | bv acceler; - tie 
Olga Chaviano Marcel Defour »y acce erated sales activity, 
W alter Nick Romeros, ; The fact that radio volume won't 
Juliet é¢ sandor ila ‘alladares "a < 7 4 . ic ‘naar 
America Crespo Semel teaiis be greater in 1954 than this year, | 
Rosana Martin Trio Jorge Martinez he said, will not be due to TV but 
enri Boyer Bubby de Argas . , i ani arhiay | 
Tondelavo | A Romeu Org to a levelling off as radio achieves 
(Xiomara Alfaro 'Senen Suarez Org } “Maturity. 


' 
ti 


adver-. 


j Iberian singer is needed. 


| trademarks his stance by playing 
| the accompanying guitar vertically 
‘from the knee and drumming 
—— on the woods during vocal 
| rests. 


| Song catalog is slightly off bal- 
,ance, resting too much on Mexican 
|Sstandards like “Solamente Una 
| Vez.” “Jalisco” and “Cielito Lindo” 
‘which, while nicely essayed, need 
to be set in relief by fresher ma- 


terial, Walkon “Mejico,” with a 
_tricky lilt, and Spanish-English 
capper of “You Too, You Too” 


‘serve this purpose partly, but some- 


; thing wholly offbeat is needed in | 


between. Les. 





| THE ZORIS (2) 

Dance 
8 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

The Zoris have a long run tn 
Ken Murray’s ‘‘Blackouts” on the 
|Coast but haven't previously been 
‘recorded in New Acts. Theirs is 
an exciting dance stint that packs 
|a lot of power. Tabbed “The Dance 
of the Leopard,” turn is adagio- 
styled bit that combines violence 
and rhythmic grace for a socko 
' score, 

Gal covers her neat build in a 
leopard costume; muscular guy 
| wearing only bathing trunks. They 
move fast and furious but manage 
to get off lots of mitt-grabbing 
; Stunts. A good bet vaude and 
nitery showcasing. Gros. 


DALTON & BAILEY 
| Acro 
'9 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Dalton & Bailey have been play- 
ing their acro work on rope and 
trapeze in fairs and circuses for 
the past couple of years. In this 
Palace showcasing they evidence 
a good future in vaude too. 





The two gals start off with some | 


okay balancing feats on the ropes 
and then stir up some excitement 
when they switch over to the tra- 


peze. Turn gets some comedy | 
angles when an unbilled third 


partner is pulled up from the au- 
idience to “experiment” with 
trapeze. She’s all thumbs at first, 
for the yocks, but then hits solidly 


with some breathtaking swinging | 


and balancing. Gros. 





| MORENITA REY 

Songs 

7 Mins. 

Chateau Madrid, N. Y. 
Morenita Rey is a lively Latin 

chirper with a flair for 


vites audience participation. 

Her trio of tunes gets a good re- 
|sponse. At this point, she's for 
specialized situations in which an 
Jose. 


the | 


chili-fla- | 
vored rhythm numbers. Miss Rey's | 
|high spot is a folksy tune that in- 


| . is loots / 


are a pair of personable kids, with 
an unusual act inasmuch as gip| 
twosomes do not generally per. 
form unison flamenco work. The 
girls are lively steppers who show 
some good heelwork. Their num. 
bers are decorative and get ap. 
plause. Although their routines do 
not have the folksy, homegrown 
quality shown by the top heel. 
pounders, they substitute a degree 
of cuteness that gets them over 
the hurdles. 

Their costumes are decorative. 
They make an excellent appear- 
ance that should enable them to be 
an asset in production work. 

Jose. 





JEANNE WELBORN 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

El Certez, Las Vegas 


Onetime featured contralto with 
Phil Spitalny’s  All-Gir] Orch, 
Jeanne ankled the organization to 
reside in Vegas. In her first book- 
ing after a three-year retirement, 
thrush is singing better than ever, 
Tones are rich, with nifty range, 
The only drawback to steady hop- 
ping around the cafe cycle is 
tendency toward concerthall de- 
livery. 

By switching the production bal- 
lad, “No Other Love,” with her 
rhythmic “Best Things in Life Are 
Free,” Jeanne will have a better 
sendoff. For late shows, she al- 
;ternates “Stranger in Paradise,” 
“Sorrento,” or “I Believe’ in fol- 
lowup niche. Concluding with carol 
medley and serioso “Lord's Pray- 
er” is okay this time of year, but 
for general rounds, a brace of 
showtunes could be her forte. 


Gal has good brunet looks and 
very classy stature. Could become 
an addition to vidshows by reper 
— contrast and photogenic qual- 
ity. Will 











|TANY ROMAN 
| Songs 
/10 Mins. 
| Blue Angel, Chicago 
A bouncy West Indian dish with 
; Plenty of nuance and chirrup in 
jher voice, Tany Roman. sells 
; Calypso stuff hotly with enough 
sex suggestion, via hip and shoul- 
der work, to keep her in demand 
|in this close-quartered room for 
;some time. Previous nitery work 
|has only been in small eastern 
saloons, but her stage demeanor 
x mike savvy don’t betray it. 
| 


Out of the Carribbean genre, 
she treats a mambo with home- 
grown flavor and peddles ‘Peanut 
Vendor” smartly, climaxing the 
| number in a sensual terp duo with 
Afro-Cuban dancer Neville Black. 
| She’s an eyecatcher in a cutaway 
| 80wn, a cool performer, and has 
‘good nitery potential. eS. 








| GEORGIA BROWN 
| Songs 

15 Mins. 

Mars Club, Paris 

Georgia Brown is a young, neal- 
ly styled English lass who has a 
mellow, sweet and at times low- 
down delivery that is fine in small 
rooms and fits in with her rep of 
Standards and blues. She has 
presence and bodily delineation, 
|and use of a more comprehensive 
rep with a needed light note will 
| help fill out her stint. 

Also needed is a change of pace 
in moods to make this gal a good 
asset for club shows, or with 
|orchestras. She will need more 
time and work before a definitive 
style emerges. Mos), 











GEDDES BROS. (2) 
Comedy Instrumental 
10 Mins. 
Empress, Glasgow 

Male due offers sound musical act 
Which has novelty of colorful getup 
and quaint use of business, F'rin- 
stance, one partner is dressed 1" 
ancient Highland dress of kilt, vel- 
vet doublet and white wig, like an- 
cient Scot nobleman, and t'other 
| wears red wig and ordinary kill, 
playing a bagpipe chanter attached 
to wooden chair in takeoff of the 
Scotch bagpipes. In this odd gar), 
twain plays various musical instrli- 
ments, including the clavichord, 
and have interesting spot where 
they belt out Scotch pops by twit'- 
ing round plates on a lit-up in cen- 
tre of darkened stage. Another 
novelty is the playing of bells a'- 
tached to straps lying vertically 0" 
metal frame. Wind with a tune 0! 
an ordinary bicycle pump. 

Okay for general run of vauce 
‘dates, and not restricted lingu'> 
\ tically. Gora. 


' 
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How ‘Cadillac’ Is Assembled, or What's 


Good for ‘Gen. Motors Is Good for Legit 


ary to general f 
sua Gua Cadillac,” current hit 
; the Belasco, N.Y., is not the first 
te co-authored by Howard Teich- 
mann and George S. Kaufman. 
previously, they wrote the first 
draft of a comedy about the United 
Nations, but threw it away because 
those who read the script re- 
garded it as derogatory to the idea 
of world organization, which the 
authors favor. 

After junking that effort, Teich- 
mann and Kaufman decided to try 
again with a new idea. In one of 
their early confabs, Kaufman re- 
vealed that he’d long had in mind 
merely a title, “Poor General 
Motors,” without ever actually do- 
ing anything about doping up a 
story for it. Teichmann enthused 
over the title, suggesting some- 
thing about a minority stockholder 
taking over control of the corpora- 
tion. 

Kaufman then offered the idea 
of the stockholder being a woman 
—c<omeone like Josephine Hull, 
and Teichmann quickly agreed. 
Kaufman called the actress, whom 
he had directed in his and Moss 
Hart’s “You Can't Take It with 
You.” and she expressed an inter- 
est in appearing in it. Thereafter, 
as the project developed, the col- 
laborators always referred to the 
leading character as “Mrs. Hull,” 
and didn’t get around to giving her 
the present name of Mrs, Laura 
Partridge until the final version. 

Title of “Poor General Motors” 
was dropped virtually from the 
start, and dozens of alternate tags 
were considered at various times, 
including “Ten Little Shares” for 
a short time. Finally, however, 
Teichmann and Kaufman took the 
present “Solid Gold Cadillac’ 
trom one of the lines in the sound- 
track spiel they wrote for Fred 
Allen that opens the show and 
serves as an intermittent com-| 
mentary. 

Max Gordon liked the idea of | 
“Cadillac” from its inception, and 
wanted to produce it. Play, cur- 
rently in its seventh capacity week 
at the Belasco, N.Y., is Teich- 
mann’s first production (although 
he’s had other scripts under op- 
tion), Kaufman's first authorship 
Success since “The Late George 
Apley” (1944-45) and Gordon’s first 
yr since “Born Yesterday” (1945- 


Equity Paycut Nix 
Is Fatal to ‘Tell’ 


Decision of producers Richard 
Aldrich and Richard Myers to 
close “A Girl Can Tell” next Sat- 
urday night (19) at the Royale, 
N. Y.. followed the refusal of Ac- 
tors Equity to allow two featured 
leads, Janet Blair and Paul Me- 
Grath, to take provisional salary | 
cuts. Union rules forbid cuts for 
non-stars except with the approval 
of the organization's cuts board. 

Despite its generally unfavorable 
revi¢ Ws, the F. Hugh Herbert com- 
edy has done profitable business to 
Gale, With theatre parties and mail 
Order advance helpful factors. 
However, for the current week, 
“ith no parties scheduled and lit- 
tle advance left, prospects were 
for a severe attendance drop. Fact 








he 
that the show uses 22 stagehands 
nanes its Operating costs prohibi- 


ive except for hefty business. 
wee management approached | 
; ‘ss Blair and McGrath, the only | 
members of the company getting | 
sable Salaries, suggesting up to a| 
Yo cut for the week if business | 
‘Continued on page 60) 
- | 

| 

} 
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Proser Subs Boyar As 
Vanderbilt Booker 


_ Monte Proser, nitery operator, 
a nepaced Ben Boyar as manag- 
“dl irector and booker for the 
; anderbilt Theatre, N. Y. He as- 
: = the post Dee. 1, which was 
Gate that Boyar’s contract with 
ie theatre expired. Proser for- 
erly Was a legit producer. 
Boy ar ls currently acting as gen- 
«i! Manager for Harald Bromley’s | 
Production of “Dead Pigeon,” | 
ch is slated to bow at the Van- | 
hilt next Wednesday (23), 


€ 


Ce 





belief, +—— 


R&H Make Good 


Howard Teichmann, who 
collaborated with George S. 
Kaufman on “Solid Gold Cad- 
illac,” was walking along 44th 
Street, N. Y., last Saturday 
(12) with his wife, Evelyn, 
when they met Cy and Mrs. 
Feuer. Latter were accompan- 
ied by their two small sons 
and several other children, 
whom they were taking to a 
matinee of ‘‘Can-Can.” 

As the two couples stopped 
for a brief chat, with the mop- 
pets swarming around, the 
smaller Feuer youngster, age 
five, stared at the Teichmanns 
for a moment and then tugged 
at his father’s coat. Feuer 
looked down and asked, “What 
is it, Jed?” 4 

“Daddy,” the round-eyed 
urchin inquired, “Is _ that 
Rodgers and Hammerstein?” 


New Legit Group 
To Fight 207% Tax 


Drive to repeal the 20° admis- 











Bernstein 1st U.S.-Born 
To Conduct Scala Opera 


Leonard Bernstein has been en- | 
gaged by La Scala Opera of Milan | 
to conduct four performances of 
Cherubini’s “Medea” during De- 
cember. This will mark first time 
an American-born conductor has 
been engaged by the famed opera 
company. 

Bernstein is also conducting or- | 
chestral concerts at La Scala, the 
Santa Cecilia Orchestra in Rome | 
and Orchestra of the Maggio Musi- | 
cale Fiorentino, Teatro Municipale, | 
in Florence, this month. 





Crix Baiting Now 


Spreads To Little 
Groups; Pitt Sore 


Pittsburg, Dec. 15. 
Critic-baiting. it appears, isn't 


|the exclusive province of the pro- 


sions tax on legit will be spear- | 


headed in New York tomorrow 
(Thurs.) by the National Assn. of 
Legit Theatres. Org, newly-formed 
to conduct a campaign to wipe out 
the excise, will hold a meeting at 
the Hotel Astor. Conclave is a fol- 
lowup to the League of N. Y. The- 
atres recent efforts to arouse legit 
interests throughout the country 
to fight for the removal of the tax. 

Attending the meeting will be 
reps of Actors Equity, American 
Federation of Musicians, Theatre 
Arts Council, International Assn. 
of Theatrical Stage Employees and 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy. Also, the Committee of 
Theatrical Producers, the Theatre 
Guild, the Council of the Living 
Theatre, Chorus Equity and the 

(Continued on page 60) 


Evans Set Opposite 
Booth in ‘By the Sea’ 


Wilbur Evans will be the male 
lead in “By the Beautiful Sea.” 





to be produced by Robert Fryer 
and Lawrence Carr. He recently 
closed in “South Pacific” in London 
and was last seen on Broadway in 
“Up in Central Park.” 

“Sea,” with a book by Herebrt 
and Dorothy Fields, lyrics by Miss 
Fields and music by 4sthur 
Schwartz, is slated for a Broadway 
opening March 25. 


. Te | 
;new musical to star Shirley Booth, 


fessional producers for now com- 
munity theatres are getting into 
the act, too. Pittsburgh Playhouse 
apparently smarting under some 
recent pans by the local aisle-sit- 
ters, obviously had it up to the 
neck with reviews of “Affairs of 
State,” their current show, and 
went after the crix with extra- 
large advertisements in all three 
of the local dailies. 

Under the heading of ‘Who's 
Mixed,” ad went on to say that 
“Affairs” drew a set of mixed no- 
tices when it was originaily pre- 
sented on Broadway, but that it 
ran there for 75 profitable weeks. 
whereupon copy went on to say: 
“Are the critics right? Would the 
public patronize a bad play in New 
York for a year and a half?” 

Pitt aisle-sitters were unanimous 
in blasting the play itself, while 
admitting couple of performances 
by local players made it fairish en- 
tertainment. and after taking crix 
to task, Playhouse went on to say 
in the advertisement: 

“We believe that ‘Affairs of 
State’ is an amusing play—worthy 
of vour attention. While the critics 
sneered, the audience cheered. Be- 
cause we believe in the entertain- 
ment value of ‘Affairs of State,’ we 
are buying this space to say: 
‘Messrs. Cohen ‘Harold V. of the 
Post-Gazette), Krug ‘Karl of Sun- 
Telegraph) and Monahan ‘Kaspar 
of Press), we think you are wrong 
about the play.” 


Stern’s Baton Debut 


Tel Aviv, Dec. 8. 

Violinist Isaac Stern made a sur- 
prise debut as a conductor in Tel 
Aviv tonight ‘Tues.’. when Rafael 
Kubelik collapsed while conduct- 
ing the Israel Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. 

Stern, the evening's soloist. took 
over the podium and finished the_ 





concert. 


‘$7.80 Top for ‘Pennypacker, ‘Clerk’; 


Producers Theatre Regular Policy? 





Tough Luck 


David Wayne is in a rut— 
he can’t seem to get anything 
but hits. “Teahouse of the 
August Moon,” in which he’s 
currently costarred, is one of 
the biggest smashes of recent 
Broadway history. Actor’s last 
two legit appearances were in 
“Finian’s Rainbow” (1946-47), 
725 performances, and “Mister 


Roberts” (1947-48), 1,157 per- 
formances. 

In the interim, he was un- 
der contract to 20th-Fox. but 


by a lucky break was abie to 
tuke the “Teahouse” assign- 
ment when the studio can- 
celled the scheduled produc- 
tion of a film, “Susan Sjept 
Here.” 


336 Net Gain On 
2-Company Itch 


Besides showing $335.414 net 
profit to date on the two-company) 
operation, the latest account's 
statement on “Seven Year Itch” 
contains several interesting items 
With the payment of another $40.- 
000 dividend, the distributed pro- 
fit on the Courtney Burr-Elliott 
Nugent production has reached 
$287.006. or a 239.2%: profit on a 
$60,000 investment for the back- 
ers, who get the standard 50‘¢ 
share of the net. 

Weekly operating statement for 
the touring company. currentiy in 
its 13th week at the Erlanger, Chi- 
cago, indicates that the company 
payroll has increased slightly and 
that the director rovalty has risen 
from liz‘c to 2!2°% of the gross 
presumably since the production 
cost of the second edition has been 








recouped. Author royalty is the 
standard minimum, 5-7!2-10‘¢ 
The $100-a-week item for pro- 


duction assistant has been cropped 
but the stage managers’ salaries 
have been upped $10 to $540 and 
the company and general man- 
agers’ pay from $375 to $412.50. 
Other touring company items in- 
clude charges of $237 and $48 for 
railroad expense, $17 and $200 
for hotel expense and a total of 


$138 for “miscellaneous and tele- 
phone.” in addition to the $250 
weekly office expense ‘same Tre- 
spective items are $40 and $300 on 
the Broadway troupe’. 

Monthly financial summary for 
the joint operation shows a total 


of $2448 for “birthday expense,” 
including $1.592 for special acver- 
tising in connection with the 
George Axelrod comedy's first an- 
niversary on Broadway, plus $788 
Continued on page 60 
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Upped-price policy for divan- 
tvpe down-front orchestra seats, 
first used by the recent “Little 


Hut” at the Coronet, N.Y., will be 


| repeated for two incoming shows, 








“The Remarkable Mr. Pennypack- 
er’ and “The Confidential Clerk.” 
Both will plav houses operated by 
Producers Theatre, Inc., as did 
“Hut.” 


Scale for 
slated for 


“Pennypacker,”’ also 
the Coronet, onening 
Dec. 20. will be $7.80 nivhtly for 
the first seven downstairs rows 
comprising the so-calicd orchestra- 
divan. Rest of the lower floor will 
be £4.80 week nights and $6 Friday 
and Saturday nights. Liam O'Brian 
comedy, presented by Producers 
Theatre. is currently trving out in 
Philly. with Burgess Meredith and 
Martha Scott costarred 

“Clerk.” new T. S. Eliot comedy 
being presented Feb. 22~at the 
Morosco by Producers Theatre. in 
nartnership with London pro- 
ducer Henrv Sherek. will also have 
the $7.80 price for the down-front 
rows. with the divan-type seats 
slated for installation following the 
current run of “My 3 Angels” at 
the house. Top price for the rest 


of the orchestra for “Cierk” will 
be $5.40 week nights and $6 Fri- 
Gay and Saturdays. Ina Claire, 


Claude Rains and Joan Greenwood 
will costar in the London hit 

Producers Theatre is«a new syn- 
dicate in which producer Robert 
Whitehead, producer-realtor Roger 
L. Stevens and realtor Robert W. 
Dowling are partnered. It is oper- 
ating the Morosco and Coronet 
from City Plavhouses. Inc... a sub- 
sidiary of City Investing Co., of 
which Dowling is president. On 
the completion of the current run 
of “Seven Year Itch” at the City 
Plavhouse-operated Fulton. N. Y., 
the syndicate will also take over 
lease of that theatre. 


N.Y., Road Reps 
Mull Biz Hypo 


Reps of theatrica! organizations 
end road theatre operators met in 
New York yesterday ‘Tuves.) to 
map out plans for increasing itin- 





erant productions and safeguard- 
ing those on tour. Conclave was 
held at the headouarters of the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. 
Meeting resulted in the forma- 
tien of a committee to get shows 
on the road this spring and to 
secure conditions by which they 
can operate profitably. Committee 
will also act on a of 
proposals made to 





spark road activity 
-articipating 

were Arthur Schwariz ‘Council of 
the Living Theaire Leland Hay- 
ward ‘League of N. Y. Theatres!, 
Lawrence Langner ‘Theatre Guild’, 
Warren Caro ‘American Theatre 
Society), Marcus Heiman ‘United 
Booking Office Richard Myers 
Committee of Theatrical Produc- 

director of 


ers! and Willard Keefe 
‘ 


in tne conciave 


public relations for CLT Also 
Paul Beisman American Theatre, 
St. Louis'. Gabriel Rubin (Nixon, 
*ittsburgh), Milton Shuebtrt  rep- 


resenting the Shubert, Washington 
and Philip Langner and Charlies 
Bowden ‘Parsons, Hartford 
Committee members are Hay- 
ward, James F. Reilly, Langner, 
Caro Heiman, Beisman and 
Shubert 
Paul Beisman, 
Continued 
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Logan Back for New York 
Looksee—At ‘Sir,’ Natch 


ot the 
on page 


Joshua Logan, who has been in 
a sanitarium since his recent col- 
lapse from nervous” exhaustion, 
was back in town last week and 
attended-a performance of “Kind 
Sir,”’ at the Alvin NY. it was dur- 
ing the tryout tour of the play, 
which he produced and directed, 
that he became ill 

Aftel seeing last Thursday 
night's 10) performance, Logat 
went backstage to see Mary Mar- 
tin. Charles Boyer and other cast 
nembers. He wgs accompanied by 
his wife, actre Nedda Harrigan 
and a male nurse He revealed that 
he is living for the present at his 
country home in Stamford, Conn., 
rather than his New York apart- 


ment. 
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Plays Out of Town - 


His and Hers 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 1h. 
rt Selden-Morton Gotthet 

ox of comedy = tiieee acts ars a ie 
by Fay and Michae a Bae Bac 
age songs Danneel Elizabeth 


settings by Charles Elson; costumes by 


Frank Thompson. At Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
fas” Ree deers wy ie A ag | Moree 
DVGIM ose ee covers apy Bde 
Sommer peck iebtte., woeeeh vers —_ ‘Leu Gilbert 

i abt cine g Celeste Ho 

Imer ..ceoeee- . 

Maggie ot Hallek eeeeess George baa 
Mike Foster ....+---+++ Howard St. t 
George ..--crevcereres Herbert Nelson 


... Robert qo 

wood Hale Broun 
= Harry Mehaffey 
Donald McKee 
Roy Monsell 


Clem Scott 
Her Lawyer ..«+++: 
His Lawyer 
Judge 
Bunty 





Since they happen to be play- 
wrights as well as collaborators 
themselves, Fay and Michael 
Kanin are well qualified to write 
about the breed. Much of their 
new comedy, “His and Hers,” 
must be a domestic case history | 
then, and if an accurate composite | 
of what probably takes place be- 
hind the scenes in the playwriting 
profession were the only condition 
for a good play about the profes- 
this one would be comfort- 





sion, ; ; 
ably in clover. That’s not quite 
enough, however; having once 
stated their theme, and rather 


brightly, too, the Kanins run out 
on it. 

“His and Hers” is pretty much 
of a trifling lightweight, and looks 
at this point much too frail and 
mild to make any kind of a dent 
on Broadway. The invention to re-| 
kindle their piece in the semi-first 
person and the substance to. sus- 
tain it are missing in the Kanins 
writing, and whole thing winds up 
cutting a lot of pretty conventional | 
corners, a minor trifle that has, 
neither quite enough fun nor half 
enough flavor. 

That's rather a pity, too, inas- 
much as “His and Hers” turns up 
some very nice and engaging 
people attractively played by Ce-) 
leste Holm, Robert Preston and a 
firstrate company, and the Kanins, | 
when their play touches on the 
secrets of the trade, are authentic 
observers. They know the agonies., 
of creating, the blood and sweat} 
and tears of polishing and the 
awful terror of first nights. When 
a wellwisher phones Maggie on 
the evéning her show is opening. 
she replies: “It’s now in the hands 
of God—and his New York repre- 
sentatives,” a droll recognition of 
the power of the theatrical press, 
and the kind of pertinent talk 
which punctuates much of “His 
and Hers.” but unfortunately not, 
enough of it. 

Comedy deals with ex-collabora- 
tors Maggie Palmer and Clem) 
Scott. who are divorced when play 
opens. She’s in the throes of writ- 
ing a new play, which Mike Foster 
is going to produce, when Scott 
comes back from Europe with the 
same idea. They go to court in 
an amusing scene. Donald McKee 
brightens up as a bored and touchy 
judge. and he orders them to work 
together after being unable to de- 
termine from the testimony which | 
one had the idea first. The old! 
flame’s rekindled, of course, and 
after an unsteady start on the col-' 
laboration, they turn out something | 
really good and wonder if their! 
two previous flops weren't tied in 
somehow with having been mar- 
ried. 

Miss Holm, who looks terrific in 
some dreamy costumes especially 
designed for her by Oleg Cassini, | 
acts the troubled, stubborn Miss 
Palmer with candor and _ intelli-| 
gence and Preston has virility and! 
vitality and brings an ingratiating | 
honesty to role of playwright who. 
wants love on its own terms. bal 
eran stage-screen character actress | 
Elizabeth Patterson scores a re-| 
sounding personal triumph as the | 
dry-witted housekeeper; Perry | 
Wilson and Herbert Nelson are 
fine as the couple who almost, 
break up because her sister (Miss 
Holm) wants to get him out of the 
low-wage class into a better job; | 
Howard St. John lifts the part of | 
the producer-friend, a stock figure, 
above the single dimension which | 
confines it, and George Voskovec 
is a good-humored doctor-suitor. 

All of the action except the brief 
courtroom scene in the first act 
takes place in Maggie’s apartment, 
an attractive one designed by'| 
Charles Elsom. There’s a lot of | 
okay stuff for the insiders in “His | 
and Hers,” but it’s generally a/| 
piece of pleasant inspiration but 
arrested development. Kanins must 
have thought the idea of examin-| 
ing their own craft from the inside 
would be a lot of fun, but it works 
out that way only in part. They | 
haven't been able to bring the play | 
up to the size of their inspiration, | 
or their often buoyant banter, and | 
its commercial chances are pretty | 
doubtful although the films might | 
find their use for it. Cohen. 





| despite 


| Raphael 
; Ottawa, 


|a remarkably able job. 


The Remarkable 
Mr. Pennypacker 


Hartford, Dec. 10. 

Producers Theatre (Robert Whitehead 
and Roger L. Stevens) production of 
comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Liam O’Brien. Stars Burgess Meredith, 
Martha Scott; features Thomas Chalmers, 
Una Merkel, Glenn Anders, Phyllis Love, 
Michael Wager. Directed by Alan Schnei- 
der; settings and costumes, Ben Eawards. 
At New Parsons, Hartford, Dec. 10, °53; 
$4.20 top. 





BIUEIE 0b Vee eed ccenvenes Nancy Devlin 
DPE 60466ees peaeree Betty Lou Keim 
. Kathleen Gately 

Billy Quinn 

o00wb eer essveeer se Lewis Schoile 

Jackie Scholle 

Elizabeth ........ cneseeieens Roni Dengel 
Aunt Jane ....csccccceee Una Merkel 
Wilbur Pitield ...cccecss Michael Wager 
NS itt told chao Deva sing Caweeews Phyllis Love 
Ma Pennypacker ......... Martha Scott 
rer rr ir John Reese 
Teddie . Joel Crothers 


Grampa ‘Pennypacker. ¥ . Thomas Chalmers 





eg, OR eee William Lanteau 
Young Man Roger Stevens 
Dr. Fifield . Glenn Anders 
ee _, ROPES E TEST Ler eee Howard Fischer 
Pa Pennypacker ...... Burgess Meredith 
RENIN coW a Sawaceecaes James Holden 


With the successful launching of 
its first vehicle, “The Remarkable 
Mr. Pennypacker,” Producers 
Theatre has embarked on_ its 
shakedown ;legit cruise with pen- 
nants flying. ““Pennypacker” is the 
first combined presentation 





| 


of | The 


status, but the scheme crumbles 
when she can’t take sister’s lying 
boasts, and blows up. Milady, how- 
ever, makes good use of the situ- 
ation when the star’s amour chases 
in from Hollywood. She invites 
him to stay and lets nature take 
over. 

CRT thesping honors go equally 
to William Hutt as the butler who 
keeps all loose ends from drag- 
ging; Amelia Hall as the mincing 
maid; Araby Lockhart in the role 
of Felicity, the lady of Marshwood 
House, and Lynne Gorman, who 
plays the screenstar. The part of 
Lucas, the ardent ex-flame who 
wins the femme back, is a cliche, 
and William Shatner makes it an 


okay cliche. Able work is also 
done by Norah Rosamund, Ian 
Fellows, Lew Davidson, Harold 


Burke and Claire Drew. 

Single set, living room of Marsh- 
wood House, is kept unobtrusively 
adequate by designer Penelope 
Geldagt. Gorm. 


Wish You Were Here 
(SHUBERT, CHI.) 

Chicago, Dec. 15. 
“Wish You Were Here” broke 
from the wire at the Shubert last 
week (8), coming directly from its 
75-week Broadway sprint that con- 
founded the critical handicappers. 
splashy Leland Hayward- 


Robert Whitehead and Roger L.! Joshua Logan musicomedy looks to 


also the 


| first produced play of film scriv- 


ener Liam O’Brien. 
Comedy, a costume period piece, 


,; Shows ‘some pix possibilities. It 


needs heavy sandpapering to take 
off its rough edges. Three-acter 
gets off to a slow start and builds 
with such zip and force to the end 
of the first act that the two stanzas 
that follow are letdowns. Second 
act is overdrawn and should be 
tightened. Streamlining and elim- 
ination of some of Burgess Mere- 


| dith theoretical expoundings would 


help it. 


As a laugh-getter, “Pennypack- 
er” packs a solid punch. Directo- 


|Stevens—two of the directors of|have the stuff to catch on here, 
the organization. It is 


' despite critical nix by the local re- 


rial whip of Alan Schneider has | 


successfully blended the 


writing of O’Brien. Marquee mer- 


‘chandising of the stars, Meredith 


and Martha Scott, combined with 
the solid presentation on the 


top-' 
i'drawer aeting to the high calibre | 


boards, wraps this package up and | 


puts it into the win class. 
“Pennypacker” deals with a re- 
bellious American of the 1890s 
who fights for principle beyond 
the reaches of human endurance. 
In his quest for freedom from 
mores and the general civil law 


viewers, especially when the word 
gets around among early-1954 con- 
ventioneers and visiting boondock- 
ers that among other things there's 
plenty of femme epidermis on dis- 
play. 

But the play is carrying a lot of 
weight for the road course. And 
it'll have to show a good early-foot 
at the boxoffice, and hold its pace 
past the first of the year turn, if 
it's to stay in the running for the 
summer months stretch. 

It's almost the exact package 
that won favor with New York 
patrons, with the ingredients that 
are traditionally strong Windy City 
lures. There’s the swimming pool, 
of course, as the prime conversa- 
tion piece of the orb-filling Jo 
Mielziner sets. There’s enough 
verve and enthusiasm projected by 
the big cast to gloss over most of 
the soft spots in the Arthur Kober- 
Logan book and the familiarity of 


| Harold Rome’s score, so that the 


of human conduct he becomes a'|! 
bigamist. His fights for the rights. 


of woman, the theories of Darwin, 


| Shaw, etc., stamp him as a pro- 
| Zressive and ostracize him in the 


community. 

His expose as a bigamist creates 
a series of incidents that are 
laugh-provoking. 
sauired two families of 17 chil- 
dren, eight in Wilmington and nine 
in Philadelphia. Revelation of his 
dual 
of his daughter to the ministerial 


end-result adds up to a diverting 


evening. And there’s Sheila Bond |! 


to ignite sparks with her singing 
_ dancing when things start to 
ag. 

Only cast change has Pat Chand- 
ler in as Herman Fabricant. He 
handles the sugar-daddy part in 


|the same broad, spell-it-out fash- 


Progressive has, 


son of a bluenose clergyman. Au-} 


thor O’Brien cleverly extricates 


:him from the situation. 


Meredith, as the explosive fight- 
er of custom, turns in his usual 
top acting chore. Glenn Anders, 
in his caricature of a straightlaced 


clergyman, aids immensely in the | 


guffaw department. 
mers, as the dictatorial 
ther, turns in a good performance 
last-minute 
Miss Scott, as the mother; Una 
Merkel, as the aunt; Phyllis Love, 
as the _ girl-about-to-be-married, 
and her fiance, Michael Wager, all 
turn in good thesp jobs. 

Settings and costumes of gas- 
light days by Ben Edwards are 
very effective. Eck. 


Relative Values 
Ottawa, Dec. 2. 


Canadian Repertory Theatre production 
of comedy-drama in three acts (five 
scenes) by Noel Coward. Directed by 
Kelly Settings by Penelope 
Geldart. 
Dec. 1, °53; $2.50 top. 
Repertory Theatre, 
stock group in its 
is presenting 


Canadian 
Ottawa 
season, 


ard’s “Relative Values,” and doing 
Equipped 
with sparkling, brittle lines 
with a rambling story, “Values” 
isn’t the easiest chore for any 
group. Coward has tossed another 
unmerciful challenge to thespers 
and whoever plays it will find 
plenty of red meat to sink their 
theatrical teeth into. 

Story centers around the per- 
sonal maid of a lady of quality in 
England. Mincing-type maid col- 
lapses when she learns her lady's 
wealthy, titled son is engaged to 


Thomas Chal- | 
grandfa- | 


line changes. | 


| 


ion that marks the entire produc- 
tion. Frank Aletter has been per- 
manently installed as Itchy Flex- 


ner, Camp Karefree’s social direc- | 


tor, and consistently gets good 
laugh mileage. Patricia Marand, 
Peter Kelley, Ray Shaw, John Per- 
kins and Sammy Smith round out 


, : | the t r 
life threatens the marriage | roupe that wound up the long 


Broadway run. 


A new piece of stage gadgetry 
has been added by dance director 
Richard France. 


strobe lights and luminescent suits. 

It’s one more flash of color in an 

already highly colorful layout. 
Dave. 
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opening and run is almost as im- 
portant as they are in New York. 
If a play fails to click in Chicago, 


especially a costly one, its chances | 


| elsewhere on the road are shot.” 


Hayward pointed out that if 
“Wish” doesn’t catch on here, fu- 
ture road plans for the heavy- 
nutted show will be scrapped. He 
stated it cost upwards of $75,000 


| to bring “Wish” here, : at i 
At LaSalle Academy Playhouse, | & e, and that is 


| weekly breakeven point is $31,000, 


; not counting the moving and re- 


fifth | 
the North} 
American premiere of Noel Cow- | the elevator railing gadget was put | 
,in, and all 


but | 


tooling costs. 
swimming pool 
the Shubert at 


The 
was installed in 
a cost of $25,000, 
the other stage ac- 


countrements, plus new costumes, 
were brought along to give the 


| play full as-on-Broadway values. 


an American screenstar who turns | 


out to be maid’s longlost, unpleas- 
ant, feline sister, who skipped the 
home-hearth years ago. With son 
bringing the femme home, family 


tries to even things by elevating | 


Hayward, too hep to engage in 
much on-the-record discussion of 
the local critics, did express a 
wonderment as to whether the 
Chi legit guardians would com- 
ment on the full Broadway treat- 


ment, from cast to staging, given | 


the touring “Wish,” in view of 
their frequent “Chicago was short- 
changed again” comments applied 
to other arrivals. 

When the four reviews, four 
pans, appeared the following day 
(9), the only references to the ab- 
sence of penny-pinching added up 


ithe maid to companion-secretary |! to “a waste of money” dictum. 


The basketball | 
' sequence has been tricked up with | 


now-famous | 


John Murray 


Anderson’s Almanac 


Michael Grace-Stanley Gilkey-Harry 
Rigby production of revue in two acts 
(25 scenes). Features Hermione Gingold 
Billy De Wolfe, Harry Belaronte, Polly 
Bergen, Orson Bean, Nanci Crompton, 
Carleton Carpenter, Harry Mimmo, Elaine 
Dunn, Celia Lipton, James Jewell. Pro- 
duction devised and staged by Anderson; 
music and lyrics, Richard Adler, Jerry 
Ross, Cy Coleman, Michael Grace, Joseph 
McCarthy Jr., Henry Sullivan, John Rox, 
Bart Howard; sketches, Jean Kerr, Sum- 
ner Locke-Elliott, Arthur Macrae, _Her- 
bert FParjeon, Lauri Wylie. Billy K. Wells; 
director of sketches, Cyril Ritchard; di- 
rector of dances and musical numbers, 
Donald Saddler; scenery, Raoul Pene du 
Bois; costumes, Thomas Becher; vocal 
arrangements and musical conductor, 
Buster Davis; orchestrations, Ted Royal; 
dance music arrangements, Gerald Alters. 
At Imperial, N.Y., Dec. 10, °53; $7.20 top 
($9.60 opening). 

‘Additional cast: Kay Medford, Lee 
Becker, Imelda DeMartin, Dorothy Du- 
shock, Greb Lober, Ilona Murai, Margot 
Myers, Gwen Neilson, Gloria Smith, 
Jimmy Albright, Hank Bunjes. Ronald 
Cecill, Dean Crane, Ralph McWilliams, 
Gerald Leavitt, Jacqueline Mickles, Col- 
leen Hutchins, Monique Van Vooren, Tina 
Louise, Larry Kert, Bob Kole, George 
Reeder, Jay Harnick, Kenneth Urmston, 
Toni Wheelis, Siri, Millard Thomas. 





John Murray Anderson, the old 
pro, has come up with a new pro 
revue, succinctly labelled “John 
Murray Anderson's Almanac,” 
which should be around for a good 
i'many moons. It’s a gleaming, 
| handsome show that never ignites 
ithe theatre, but is consistently 
| good and at times excellent. 


“Almanac.” sub-billed “A Musi- 
cal Harlequinade,” is that rarity, a 
|revue with strong sketches. There 
| isn’t a really bad skit in the show, 
| and several are knockouts. In addi- 
tion, the production offers two 
standout Broadway newcomers, 
British comedienne Hermione Gin- 
gold, a sort of combination Beatrice 
Lillie and Tallulah Bankhead, and 
Billy De Wolfe, a versatile clown. 
Finally, it has captivating dancing, 
l!acceptable songs enjoyably sung, 
} eye-popping scenery and costumes, 
j;and a talented, attractive cast. 
| Despite five weeks’ tryout in Bos- 
| ton, the revue is still a bit over- 
jlong, as if Anderson and his cre- 
!ative henchmen just couldn’t bear 
to throw anything out (or resist 
| putting anything in). But now that 
| the production is apparently set 
for a run, perhaps they can all 
agree on what's got to go. As a 
starter, they might give the heave- 
ho to a couple of ornate produc- 
tion numbers, titled “The Night- 
ingale and the Rose” (the program 
makes the dubious boast that it 
was originally presented by An- 
'derson in one of his early “Green- 
wich Village Follies”) and a Zieg- 
feld-style “If Every Month Were 





|June.” both 1920-vintage stage- 
| Waits. 
| The highly-funny low comic 


, Miss Gingold, a fave with GI audi- 
ences in London during World 
War II but who has come acrop- 
per several previous times en 
route to Broadway, is a rubber- 
faced vet with exceptional range 
and uncanny knack of making 
even ordinary material seem hi- 
|larious. From her initial appear- 
ance as the visitor enthusing to 
interviewers about New York’s 
marvelous skyline and harbor and 
|“that enormous statue of Judith 
'Anderson,” as the permanently 
crouches cello player, a_bewil- 
|dered Shakespearean witch or the 
ludicrous femme fatale of a Tou- 
louse-Lautrec music hall, she al- 
most invariably brings down the | 
joint. 

De Wolfe is a convulsing antic- 
mate, whether poriraying a dimwit 
|; Daphne du Maurier hero (in “My 
| Cousin Who?”), a frowsy old dame 
|in a British railway coach, the 
|muscle-flexing he-man in a “Pic- 
nic” takeoff or the stupified butler 
drinking toasts for five in a laugh- 
able bit titled “Dinner for One.” 

Among the gifted, engaging fea- 
tured performers there are such 
/notables as Polly Bergen, a comely 
singer with a sultry style that | 
grows more interesting through 
the evening; Orson Bean, an inno- 
cent-faced but droll monologist: 
|the fresh and likable young dance 
, team of Carleton Carpenter and 
Elaine Dunn; pert little ballerina 
| Nanci Crompton; impressive char- 
| acter-vocalist Harry Belafonte, and 
Celia Lipton, who combines beauty 
with an infectious comedy sense. 

The sketches are standout. Play- 
wright Jean Kerr, wife of Walter 
F. Kerr, drama critic of the N. Y. 


Herald Tribune, has contributed 
“My Cousin Who?" and a howler 
called “Don Brown's Body,” in 
which Mickey Spillane sex and 


gore is-given a Paul Gregory-style 
“reading.” “Hope You Come Back,” 
by Sumner Locke Elliot, with song 
by Richard Adler and Jerry Ross. 


lampoons the sex, nudity and sock 
of “Wish You Were Here” and 
“Pjenic.” Allan Melville and 


| Charles Zwar supplied the “Which 
Witch?” song-sketch for Miss Gin- 
| gold. 





In addition to the Bean mono- 
logs, one of which contains a! 
laughably grim little song called | 


\‘Merry Little Minuet,” by Sheldon} 


—— 


Plays on Broadway 


Harnick, there’s also the goofy 
“Dinner for.One,” by Lauri Wylie 
plus Miss Gingold’s slapstick sirey 
bit, “La Pistachio,” adapted py 
Locke-Elliot from Billy K. Wells. 

Although “Almanac” sadly lacks 
a smash song, the passable tunes 
include “My Love Is a Wanderer.” 
“Fini” and “I Dare-to Dream,” aj! 
sung by Miss Bergen; “When Am* 
I Going to Meet Your Mother?” 
and “You're So Much a Part of 
Me,” both song-and-dance num- 
bers for Carpenter and Miss Dunn, 
and “Mark Twain,” “Acorn in the 
Meadow” and “Hold ‘Em Joe.” 
sung by Belafonte. 

More than for most shows, even 
for revues, the decor is a major 
asset. The scenery by Raoul Pene 
du Bois, highlighted by a stunning 
portal in glistening black, with 
diamond-shape designs and _ tiny 
lights, is simple but visually su- 
perb, and the costumes of Thomas 
Becher are in striking, exquisite 
taste. 

Cyril Ritchard has staged the 
sketches brilliantly and Donald Sad- 
dler has directed the dances and 
musical numbers effectively, while 
Buster Davis conducts the orches- 
tra. But to Anderson, the old pro 
in overall charge of the produc- 
tion, goes the principal credit for 
this entertaining Senn 

obe. 


Richard Ill 
N.Y. City Theatre Co. production of 
Shakespeare revival in two acts. Staged 
by Margaret Webster. Stars Jose Ferrer; 
features Vincent Price, Florence Reed, 
Jessie Royce Landis. Maureen Stapleton 


Staats Cotsworth, Margaret Wycherly; 
Philip Huston, William Post Jr. Designed 
by i¢éhard Whorf; costumes, Emeline 
Roche; music composed and conducted 
by Alex North. At City Center, N.Y, 
Dec. 9. ’555 $3.60 top. 

lo a eae See rear Jose Ferrer 
eS ee ee ere Staats Cotsworth 
DPOGRCRUULY ....c0ceces Paul Ballantyne 
Lord Hastings ....... William Post Jr. 
DS ee ree ..+--Maureen Stapleton 
EEE’: « gch urate ao ica ues - Tom Tryon 
Berkeley .......... Benedict MacQuarrie 
I, oe ieee © oe et oe aes G. Wood 
Queen Eliabeth ..... Jessie Royce Landis 
err a arr ilip Huston 
OS a ree a ire Bert Whitley 
Buckingham ..... eeeees Vincent Price 
eS ee ee ee John Straub 
Marquis of Dorset........ Robert Lansing 
Queen Margaret ...... .. Florence Reed 
EO eae - Eugene Stuckmana 
lst Murderer ..... -»-+. Martin Kingsley 
2nd Murderer .......... Jack Bittner 
oo ee err Norman Roland 
Young Clarence ......... John Glennon 
Duchess of York......Margaret Wycherly 
Pe ee 6 vcs eee oe cece Stanley Carlson 
Oe «+ee- Jack Fletcher 
RS eae pale aes . Will Davis 
Bee OE OE. how denise es Charles Taylor 
Prince of Wales ..... John Connoughton 
RS eae rr Leopold Badia 
Bishop of Ely ...... .... James Arenton 
Another Bishop..... Wailiace Widdecombe 


Messenger 
Duke of Norfolk 
Sir Richard Ratcliff 


-. Dehl Berti 
....Charles Summers 
. Jay Barney 


EMO SVE oo os cccewe --.- Robinson Stone 
re rr res ... Bill Butler 
POSe ..-.. -+--eeececeee Sandy Campbell 
Sir James Tyrell ........ Kendall Clark 
Ist Messenger .......... Peter Harrig 
2nd Messenger ..... -». Richard Cowdery 
3rd Messenger ......... Robert Ludlum 
ee eee Douglas Watson 
Sir James Blunt ........ . Bill Butler 


Sir William Brandon....Vincent Donahue 
Earl pf Oxford John Glennon 
_Citizens: Soldiers, Monks, Priests, 
Nobles, ete.: Jack Betts. Dehl Berti, Jack 
Bittner, Mare Breaux, Peter Buchan, Bill 
Butler, David Post, Sandy Campbell, Stan- 
ley Carlson, Wyatt Cooper, Garry Cowen, 
Will Davis, John Devoe, Vincent Donahue, 
Jack Fletcher, John Glennon, Martin 
Kingsley, Walter Lawrence, Benedict Mac- 
Quarrie, Ray MacDonnel, Phil Prindle, 
Ray Rizzo, Kenneth Sleeper. Stanley Tan- 
nen, Tom Tvron, Bruce Webster, Bert 


Whitley, G. Wood, David Wright, Stefan 
Olsen. 


ts eee eeees 





This is an amazing achievement 
these days—the startling change of 
pace Jose Ferrer is showing at the 
City Center, one fortnight as the 
gallant in “Cyrano de Bergerac.” 
next two weeks as the badgered 
hospital inmate in “The Shrike,” 
and now as the depraved, ambitious 
prince in “Richard III.” Despite 
certain faults, this is a rousing pro- 
duction, a stur¢y version of a gory 
melodrama that has pace, move- 
ment and pull under Margaret 
Webster's gifted direction, adding 
up to another theatrical bargain at 
the $3.60-top Center. 

Miss Webster's imaginativeness 
and fluidity in staging is matched 
by the physical setting and espe- 
cially vivid lighting provided by 
Richard Whorf. Together with a 
splendid cast of actors (one or two 
of whom may be uncertain, if not 
miscast), handsomely garbed by 
Emeline Roche, these combine for 
a robust evening of deepdyed vil- 
lainy and Elizabethan rhetoric. 
suavely dished up for the most 
part, 

Show starts a little uncertainly. 
Ferrer as Gloucester (later Rich- 
ard III) seems a little offkey, feel- 
ing his way into the character. But 
he gets his teeth into the meaty 
role soon, and socks over a richly 
varied performance for the chief 
honors. Maureen Stapleton, 4s 
Anne, also is a little out of key, 
and slows the beginning with some 
struggles against the heavy rhe- 
toric. But she, too, gathers strength 
in the stretch for an appealing job. 

A host of fine players has been 
assembled (at an $85-a-week rate’ 
for the difficult job of making 4 
confused drama clear and effective 
And in the main they do. Vincent 

(Continued on page 58) 
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At Least 5 Moppet Shows Skedded In 
Off-B'way Houses for Holiday Season 


There will be at least five legit¢ 


, tions geared for juve audi- 
aoa in off-Broadway theatres 
during the Christmas holiday. B. o. 
these moppet offerings 


-ale on 
oil range from a low of 10c. to a 
high of $2.40. Presentations will 


run the gamut from “Little Red 
Riding Hood” to an original Yule- 
tide yarn tagged “The Christmas 
Festival.” 

productions will be put on by 
The Junior Theatre, Playmart 
Children’s Theatre, Children’s Own 
Theatre, Henry Street Playhouse 
and Edwin Strawbridge. ; Of that 
quintet, all but Strawbridge are 
running a regular season of kiddie 
shows in New York. Strawbridge, 
who's been touring his dance-play 
productions for children for 13 
vears, goes into Carnegie Recital 
Hall, N. Y., Dee. 26 for a limited 
run of morning performances and 
a few matinee offerings. Play to 
be presented will be “Pecos Bill, The 
Coyote Cowboy.” 

Of the four other producing 
units, Junior Theatre has been in 
operation for the past 15 years. 
Group has been putting on Satur- 
day matinee performances at Car- 
negie Recital Hall for the past 
eight years. Tab on the offerings 
range from $1.20 to $2.40. Outfit’s 
current offering at the 300-seat 
Recital Hall is “The Five Little 
Peppers.” It'll be followed by 
“Little Men,” which will be given 
extra performances durihg the 
Christmas holiday. Also on the 
production slate are “Tom Sawyer” 
and “The Cobbler of Fairyland.” 
Season usually runs from late in 
November through April. 


Playmart, which runs through- 
out the year at the Carl Fisher 
Concert Hall, has been operating at 
that locale for the past four years. 
Productions at the 260-seat house 
are put on for two-month run of 
Saturday and Sunday matinees. 
Admission tab ranges from 75c. 
to $1.20. At capacity, house can 
gross $258 a performance. For its 
holiday offerings, Playmart will 
present “The Christmas Festival,” 
penned by group’s producer-direc- 
tor Gustave Landiase. ‘Rip Van 


Winkle” is slated to open in Jan- | 


uary. Ballet is integrated into 
most of the productions. 
Vet Setup 


The Henry Street Playhouse has 
been offering a program of kiddie 
entertainment since 1943. Opera- 
tion is labelled “Saturday at 3,” 
with the price of admission at 10c. 
B.o. tab was originally 5c. but af- 
ter the first three or four years 
was doubled. Programs are made 
up of dance-plays and an annual 
holiday festival is slated for Christ- 
mas. Production schedule this 
year also includes a new ballet 
based on “The St. George and the 
Dragon” legend and bearing the 
Same title. Season at the Play- 
house runs 32 weeks, with pres- 
entations confined 
Saturday afternoon slotting. 

Children's own Theatre, which 
operates in Greenwich Village, will 
present “Little Riding Hood” and 

rhe Toy Show” as its Christmas 
offering. Group, formerly a New- 
ark, N. J., setup, is currently in its 
first full season of operation in 
New York. Current session began 
Oct 10 and may run through the 
Easter holiday. Group performs at 
the Met Duane and charges an ad- 
Nitssion fee ranging from 76c. to 


" 80. House is set up to accom- 
nodate <00 patrons and can take 
In $150 at capacity. 


for . Outfit al 
rmed at its present showcase for- 
two months last vear. 


Real Backers’ ‘Picnic’ 


With New 206 Divvy 


\nother $20,000 dividend was 
Pald last week on “Picnic,” bring- 
ing the distributed profit on the 
Theatre Guild-Joshua Logan pro- 
spction to $115,000 thus far. On 
“ord basis of the usual 50-50 split 
rb veen management and backers. 
(sa, brought the latter a profit of 
rae OB thelr $1,000 investment. 

: or the four-Week period end- 
ed Nov. 28 the William Inge drama 
674 4 $95,785 and netted $22,- 
‘3, bringing the total earned 
Profit to date to $145,638. After 
Payment of the dividend, assets 





included $20,000 cash reserve and 
$10,638 balance available for dis- 
tribution, 








mostly to the; 








Veteran Broadway Legit Publicist 


Nat Dorfman 


has a cureall panacea in a piece 
on how 


‘House Seats’ Can Save 


The Theatre 


- »> * 
a bright editorial feature in the 
48th Anniversary Number 


ARIETY 
DUE SOON 











Musical, Pigskin 
‘Oklas.’ Vie in Fla. 


There’ll be two Oklahomas 
Miami Jan. 1, 


in 


One will be the U. of Oklahoma, 
which plays Maryland in 
which 


the musical, “Oklahoma,” 


Falkenburg is bringing to Florida | 
for the first time, opening on Dec. | 


26 at the Miami Auditorium. 
Falkenburg is opening up the 

entire southeast for musicals by 

dealing directly with the show 


management for bookings in many | 


of the key cities where formerly 
bookers had to make a separate 
deal for each town. 
“Oklahoma” is_ playing 
Temple in Birmingham for eight 
performances, starting Monday 
(14). It then goes to Jacksonville, 
where Falkenburg says it will be 


the first legitimate show to play | 
the Florida Theatre there. From | 


theatre-promoter | 
Francis Falkenburg reported here. | 


the | 
Orange Bowl. The other will be! 


Kid Stuff 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 


Junior class at Rushville, 
Neb., High School evidently 
| likes to liven it up. The class 


| play, presented last Tuesday 
(8), was “Good Night Ladies,” 
Spicy version of “Night in a 
Turkish Bath.” However, the 
kids eliminated the stripteaser 
role. 

Tickets went for 65c—and 
no twofers, either. 


‘Jessie’ Folds With 











3-Week Tryout 


“Little Jessie James” folds at 
the Ford’s Theatre, Baltimore, Sat- 
urday (19) after a three-week try- 
out run. Producers Terry Turner 
and Hal Olver plan to have the 
| musical recast and rewritten. Gen- 
| eral Teleradio and a group headed 
iby Tom O'Neill, prexy and board 
|chairman of the Mutual radio net, 
|are prepared to finance a_ re- 
| vamped edition of the tuner. Tur- 
iner, incidentally, is film consultant 
to Teleradio, which owns Mutual. 


jat $50,000 and cost $48,000 to 
mount. Show, however, lost addi- 
tional coin during its tryout run. 
Musical, which has a small cast, is 
| breaking even at around $11,900 
exclusive of tneatre share. Turner 
and Olver are planning a larger 
,chorus and seek name performers 
in the lead roles. 

Musical was slated to lay off the 
|first four days of next week and 
'then go into the Colonial, Boston. 
| Engagement has been cancelled. 
Musical opened at the Taft, Cincy, 
Nov. 30, then moved to the Hart- 
man, Columbus, before going into 
Ford's. 





the | 


‘Kismet’ and the Press; 
Maybe It’s Fate That Crix 
Were Shut Out on Show 


Philadelphia. 


Jacksonville, the show goes to| 
Miami for an indefinite engage- 
ment. 


Falkenburg brought “Guys and 
Dollis” here this season and “South 
Pacific’ here last year, both for 
eight showings. On the return of 
“South Pacific’? to this territory, 
Falkenburg will play it in Nash- 
ville, Montgomery and Moble for 
the first time. 


Falmouth: Playhouse 
May Be Sold; Want 186 


For Lease, Equipment 





Stockholders of the Falmouth | 


Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass., 
are considering two offers to dis- 
pose of the spot. One of the 


wouldbe purchasers is James Awe. | 


general manager there for the last 
two years, but the identity of the 
other isn’t disclosed. Understood 
the stockholders have asked $18,- 
000 for their lease on the property, 
extending through the summer of 
1960, plus electrical equipments 
and various incidentals, 

Richard Aldrich, managing di- 
rector and one of the stockholders, 
is said to be interested in with- 
drawing, so as to be able to devote 
more time to his activities as a 
Broadway producer. He is also 
managing director of fwo other 
Cape Cod _ strawhats, the Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis., Mass., and the 
Cape Cod Music Circus (the name 
of which is to be changed this sum- 
mer), Hyannis, Mass. 

Falmouth stockholders, besides 
Aldrich, include his Broadway 
partner, Richard Myers; their asso- 
ciate, Julius Fleischmann; Al- 
drich’s attorney, David Marshall 
Holtzmann, and about half-a-dozen 
others, 


Gotham Y Sets ‘Boheme’ 


New English translation by Ruth 
and Thomas Martin of Puccini's 
“La Boheme” will be premiered 
in a concert-form version by the 
Y Symphonic Workshop, under di- 


rection of Maurice Levine, at the | 


YM&YWHA, N. Y., Sunday (20). 
Workshop has given 


concerts of Kurt Weill’s “Street 


Scene” and Marc Blitzstein’s “Re- | 
gina,” and a similar treatment 1s 
planned for Villa Lobos’ “‘Magda- 
lena” on March 7, 1954. Musical 
played at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., in 
1948, 


dramatic | 


Editor, VARIETY: 

A very big subject, in my opin- 
ion, is not so much the individual 
critic—but the standard of criti- 
cism. I suspect that the drama 
critics here and elsewhere are high- 
browing the theatre to death. 
Their standards are too high, the 
| yardstick they use against the legit 
is an out-of-date measurement. 
For instance, the word around 
is now well known on “Kismet”; it 
|got a break because the critics 
didn't review it—and radio and TV 
did. The general feeling was that 
“kinder.” Perhaps this stems from 
the angle that radio-TV is candidly 
commercial, and more suited to 
discussing a candidly commercial 
theatre. 

It’s all a long argument and 
never seems to get anywhere. but 
my contention is that the standards 
employed today are standards not 
appropriate for a theatre fighting 
,to survive high costs. 

I suspect, too, that critics used 
to be kinder when one or two big 
new things came along but do take 
a dour attitude when everything is 
more or less ordinary—as it is 
these days. Of course, in the final 
analysis, the theatre today needs 
highbrow criticism like an extra 
stagehand. The whole business of 
reviewing a new musical on any 
other basis than whether it is worth 
‘the $4 is absurd. 

How about suggesting that the 
drama critics take a sabbatical on 
highbrow criticism for six months 
and see what happens? Among 
other things, they would agree to 
abandon all references to yester- 
day; when it was done before; how 
much better the actor was in his 
role in something else; and _ all 
brushoffs based on the fact that the 





Foldos Score In 


Current production was financed | 


R&H Down to One B’way Show Next 
Spring; ‘King’ Set for Lengthy Tour 





+ 
Eddie Cantor 


nostalgically recalls some more of 


Those Ziegfeld Days 
And Nights 


o * * 


an absorbing byline piece in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT SOON 











Off-B'way Runs 


Main Stem foldes are getting 
extensive runs in off-Broadway 
showcasings. A trio of shows that 
failed to click on the boards dur- 
ing the past two seasons has been 
given the off-Broadway treatment | 
this year. All three have outdis- 
tanced the original Broadway runs 





'by wide margins. 


Of the three productions, two 
are still running. These are “Cli- 
mate of Eden’ and “The Emper- 
or’s Clothes.” Both have already 
racked up about 60 performances 
each. The Broadway scores for 
“Eden” and “Clothes,” respective- 
lv, were 20 and 16 performances. 


{Former offering is being present- 


“The Grass 


ed by Current Stages at its 50-seat 
midtown theatre. while the latter 
production is being given by the 
Greenwich Mews Theatre at 
280-seat Greenwich Village show- 
case. Both operations function on 
a voluntary admission basis. 
The other offering this year was 
Harp.” which ran for 
183 performances at the Circle-in- 
the-Square in the Village. Produc- 
tion, incidentally, followed the 
longrun at that theatre of “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” which was 


“- 
its 


« 


Broadway flop in the °48-"49 sea- 


son. Performance tallies on the 
Village runs of “Harp” and 
'“Smoke” were 183 and 385. re- 
spectively, while the Broadway 
figures were 36 and 102, respec- 
tively. 


} scripts 


the radio-TV reception would be} 


show in question is not great the- | 


atre — since by pre-arrangement, 
everyone agrees in advance 
this is the case. 

What I'm trying to say is that we 
'are at the end of a cycle. It may 
be-some while before the new big 
‘thing starts, and until such time, 
let’s regard what's left of show 
business with a little joy in the 
' heart, and go to the theatre in the 


that | 


| frank spirit of entertainment which | 


obviously is prompting most man- 
/ agements. Ned Armstrong. 


|over the Crest Theatre, 





‘Diary of Young Girl’ 
Play By The Hacketts, 
May Be in N.Y. Next Year 


“Diary of a Young Girl,” Ann 
Frank's bestseller account of a 
Jewish family’s perescution under 
the Nazi occupation of Holland 
may be dramatized by Albert and 
Frances Hackett. They are inter- 
ested in the project and are dis- 
cussing their ideas about treatment 
with Kermit Bloomgarden, who 
holds the rights. Property was for- 
merly under option to Chery! Craw- 
ford. 

The producer planed to the Coast 


last week for the confabs. and is 
due back in New York within the 
next day or so. If the Hacketts 


undertake the assignment, the 
drama is a prospect for production 
on Broadway next season. 

Also on Bloomgarden’s tentative 
schedule for next season are new 
of undisclosed title and 
theme by Arthur Miller and Liilian 
Hellman. Bloomgarden produced 
the former's ‘“‘Death of a Salesman” 


and “The Crucible” and the lat- 
ter’s “Another Part of the For- 
est.’ “Montserrat.” “Autumn Gar- 


den” and last season's “Children’s 
Hour” revival. 


40-Week Toronto Rep 
Set By. New Company 





Toronto, Dec. 15 
Barbara Chilcott and her hus- 
band, Max Helpmann, have just 
flown in from London to join 
former's brothers, Murray and 


Donald Davis, in their venture of 
40 weeks’ repertory, commencing 
Jan. 5, with “Richard of Bordeaux” 
at $3 top. 

On a two-year lease, with option 
to buy, new company has taken 


With the closing next April 10 
of “The King and I,” at the St. 
James, N. Y., Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein will have only a single show, 
“Me and Juliet,” on Broadway. 
Their original production of “South 
Pacific” is folding Jan. 16 at the 
Broadway, N. Y., although the 
second company will continue tour- 
ing indefinitely. 

A solo R & H tuner on the 
Main Stem will be a novelty, the 
first time such a situation has ex- 
isted since March 29, 1951, when 
“King and I” opened at the St. 
James. “South Pacific,” which had 
premiered April 7, 1949, left town 
last May 16 for a limited engage- 
ment in Boston, but resumed dur- 
ing the summer to bring the 
R & H current list to three. 


Return of “Oklahoma” last Aug. 
21 for a limited run at the N. Y. 
City Center, expanded the lineup 
to four, believed to be the largest 
number offered simultaneously by 
any author-producers in modern 
Broadway history. “South Pacific” 
was the first R & H production, 
but the collaborators were previ- 
ously represented on Broadway as 
co-authors of the Theatre Guild 
productions of “Oklahoma,” “Car- 
ousel” and “Allegro.” 

Simplified Setup 

With a simplified physical pro- 
duction, sacrificing virtually noth- 
ing to visual or playing effect but 
expediting setting up, taking down 
and transporting the show, “King 
and I” will go directly from Broad- 
way to Cincinnati for a two-week 
engagement opening April 12. play 
the week of April 26 in Indian- 
apolis. then go to Kansas City for 
14 performances starting May 3 
through Friday night, May 15. 

It plays eight weeks on Civic 
Light Opera subscription. May 17- 
July 13, at the Philharmonic, Los 
Angeles, and four more weeks 

uly i2-Aug. 7 at the Curran, San 
Francisco. Show then tours the 
northwest, including stands ir 
Portland. Seattle, Vancouver. etc 
In negotiation is a 16-performanc 
engagement during the Texas 
State Fair, opening Oct. 9. at the 
State Fair Auditorium, Dallas 

Closing Jan. 16 of “South Pa- 
cific” at the Broadway. N. Y.. will 
be the end of a 1.$25-performance, 
S7-month Broadway run for the 
original production of the musics! 
Touring edition, currently playing 
the midwest, will travel through 
the South and some eastern cities 
before going into the National, 
Washington, probably opening May 
] for a run. Tentative 
bookings for the 1954-55 season 
are being worked out 

“Oklahoma,” the rights 
R & H recently purchased from 
the Guild. will continue on tour 
through the balance of this season 
and will then probably close per- 
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manently, after an 1ll-vwear run. 
However, it’s being booked as a 
stock package for outdoor per- 
formance next summer at spots 
like the St. Louis Muny Opera, 
Kansas City’s Starlight Operetta, 
etc 

Meanwhile, lhibrettist-lvricist Os- 
car Hammerstein 2d started last 
week on the writing of the actual 
collaborators’ next show. a musical 
drama based on characters and 
story development from John 
Steinbeck’s “Cannery Row.” He 
and composer Richard Rodgers 
will huddle on the project s 
week Production is tentatively 
scheduled for the spring of 1959 


Holm Eyes TV Test With 
One-Act Amateur Try 


“The Windfall,” a long ene 


dramatization by John Cecil Holm 
from a John McNulty sketch 
“Back to a Place I've Never Bee: 


will be given a single performance 


by the St. Joan of Arc Guild be- 
fore an invited audience next Mon- 
day night (21) at the St. Joan of 
Are School Hall, Jackson Heights 
Queens, N.Y. Playwright’s) main 
idea in adapting the plece was 
that it would be suitable for TV, 
but he okayed the amateur stage 


I itation so he could get an 
idea of how it plays 


presse! 


Holm. author of “Three Men on 
a Horse,” “Gramercy Ghost” and 
the book of “Best Foot Forward,” 


has recently completed a new full- 
length comedy with a New Eng- 
land fishing town hecale. It’s un- 


jtitled as yet. 
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College Plays 


Malice in Wonderland 
Princeton, Dec, 10, 
Triangle Club (Princeton University 
presentation of two act musical 5 
scenes), written by Charles K. Robinson, 
Charles H. Schultz, Fred M. Stewart, 
Taylor Vinson; songs, Stewart, G. Donald 
Murray, Schuliz, Wayne A. Lawson; stag- 
ing, Michael Howard; musical direction 
Stewart; sets, Hugh G. Hardy: lighting, 
James Rassweiler; orchestrations, Earle 
Moss; dancesy Bill Powers; choral direc- 
tion, Harry Pierpont; costumes, Frank 
Brady. At McCarter Theatre, opening 
Dec. 10, 1955. 


Triangle Club of Princeton's 
60th anniversary production, 
which preemed here at the McCar- 
ter Theatre, is in the usual tradi- 
tion, using the revue format and 


taking advantage of the campus 
talent. “Malice” is spottier than 


last year’s “Ham ’N’ Legs” in that 
it follows a book featuring a cult 
of health fiends (Bizarre Macfad- 
dist & Co.) and tends to become 
too wordy. However, it’s still a 
topnotch college production, rely- 
ing primarily for its sock on the 
brawny talents of the chorus and 
the better skits which really carry 
the show. 

Charles Robinson as_ Bizarre 
Macfaddist; Charles H. Schultz as 
Dixie; Ronald Friedrich as Roland; 
David Reed as Bilious Bourbon; 
and Thomas Pettus as Florence 
(Superdame) are featured in most 
of the skits. and all turn in a first- 





rate job. Best skits include “The 
Royal Bathing Beach,” “On the 
Trail,” “Bilious Bourbon’s Dance- 
Easy, The Latin Nickel,”” and the 
first act finale, “The Throne- 
Room.” 

Second half contains the best 


sketch in the show, a silent movie | 
skit, featuring Schultz and Fried- 
rich, in a takeoff on Samson & | 
Delilah, that stops the proceedings 
by much mitting from the audi- 
ence. Finale, “Inaugural Ball in 
the Park.” winds things up in good 
shape and features the best danc- 
ing of the show. Skit was featured 
on “Toast of the Town" Dec. 6 

Musie for the show was written 
primarily by Fred M. Stewart, | 
with collaboration on some of the 
numbers. Best tunes include “Car- | 
rot Juice and Tomato Juice” by 
Stewart: “Gee, I'd Like to Wiggle | 
You In My Little Igloo” and’ 
“Rollin Roland,” both by Stewart 
and G. Donald Murray; “Umgawa 
Blues” by Murray and Charles H. 
Schultz; and the finale “Can-Can” | 
number by Stewart. 

Hoofing in “Malice” is the most 
ambitious in the last few years 
and takes advantage of the many 
good tunes to bolster the show. | 
Bill Powers has done an excellent | 
job with the beef trust dancing 
girls and specialty numbers, cul- 
minating in the sock “Can-Can” | 
finale 

Mike Howard's directing gives 
the show balance and pace, though 
slow spots are present these are 
due to weak scripting. Howard has 
used the available talent to ad- 
vantage, and the overall effect. is 
good 

Sets by Hugh G. Hardy are the 
best seen in recent Triangle pro- 
ductions, and are the equal of 
some Broadway shows. Costumes 
by Frank Brady are topnotch, es- 
pecially helpful to the skits and 
bolster these bits to good advan- 
tage. 

The all-student orchestra is fair 
and does a good job under the able 
direction of songsmith Stewart, or- 
chestrations by Earle Moss help- 
ing the musical end of the show 
With pace 


After three days ‘Dec. 10-12) 
here, show goes to Plainfield 15; 
New York 16-17; Philadelphia 18; 


Richmond 19; Atlanta 21; Birming- 


ham 22: New Orleans 23; Mem- 
phis 26; St. Louis 28: Kansas City 
29: Chicago 30; Indianapolis 31; 
Cincinnati Jan. 1; Columbus 2. 
Syd. 
Ad Man Ont 
Cambridge. Dec. 10 
Hasty Pudding Tu. ricals (Harvard Ll 
froduction of musieal in two acts, with 
book by John Benedict and Thomas 
Whedon; lyric Robert Schwarz and 
Frederic Tausend; music. Charles Gross 
production, S:ark Hesseltine choreog 
raphy, Dolly Ni¢ggeme;er; direction, Donn 
Fischer At Brattle, Cambridge, Dec 
1, °33 
Leaning more and more to the 
book type of show with a solid 
story line, the Hasty Puddings 
have come up this vear with a 
sharp topical satire on the goings- 
on in the upper echelons of the 
advertising agency world. Show 
ranks as one of its solidest laugh 
getters 
Scripted by John Benedict and 
Thomas Whedon, who seent to 
know their way around the ad 


agencies 2s well as the avant garde 
fringes of the Greenwich Village, 
it's based on the dilemma of one 
Maximilian Feek (Robert Schwarz), 
account exee on a roller-bearing 
firm. The firm’s prexy, with a rov- 
ing eye stopped on a tall terper, 
insists on bankrolling a show to 
plug his product and make time, 
incidentally, gWith the terper.! 


Framework supplies opportunities 
for production numbers, songs and 
dances (mostly in the second 
stanza), but emphasis remains 
heavily on the book throughout. 
It pays off, too, in plenty of solid 
laughs derived from topical gags 
involving everyone from Arthur 
Godfrey to the drama crix. 

As the emphasis is on the lines 


and the comedy, show needs su- 
perior acting and timing, and _ this 
one gets it in abundance. As Feek, 
Schwarz (who with Frederic Tau- 
send contributed lyrics of superior 
quality for these occasions) keeps 
the whole thing in focus with good 
delivery and a bright stage deport- 
ment, and puts over a song or two 
as well. Hugh Fortmiller turns in 
an effective part as his girl Elec- 
tra, but all the leads are standout, 
with particular reference to Harry 
Beckwith as the prexy’s girl, Wil- 
liam Wood as Chris (a sock por- 
trait of a gal intellectual with all 
the standard attitudes vs. commer- 
cialism), Walter Littell as the prexy 
and William Allison as Chris’ boy- 
friend. 

A trio of yesmen in David James, 
Stephen Bolster and Edward 
Bursk also turns in a bright per- 
formance, wowing in a dance rou- 
tine with Sandy Lou Lee, while 
Samuel Gilfix, Richard Waldron 
and Pirie MacDonald Tuchings 
draw the top number in the show 


in a trio of drama crix—a number | 


that would hold its own in any 
company. None of the voices is real 
big, but all are competent enough 
for the material. 

The songs are generally utilitar- 
ian, being singable and okay for 
the occasion. No romantic ballad of 
consequence turns up, but the 


score, set forth by two pianos, per- | 


cussion and bass, is engaging 
enough throughout. There are but 


|a couple of line numbers involving } 
j the hairy legs, a situation getting 


less and less attention 
shows, but all the dances are amus- 
ingly staged by Doliv Niggemever 
and as amusingly put over by the 
boys. 


Pace is all important here. and 


when caught, the show had plenty, | 
the direction of Donn Fischer be-| 


ing crisp and to the point. A good 
show. in fine, displaying wit in 


only a couple of hit-type tunes to | 


lift it tq the top level in cnis field. 

Show: this year has run into 
union snags for out-of-town per- 
formance, so will skirt 


haunts, giving performances in 


, Northampton Dec. 16; New Canaan, | 


Dec. 18-19 and Riverdale, Dec 
21-22. Elie. 





Calliope 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 10. 


University Theatre productien of drama } 


in two acts (four scenes, proleg and epi- 
log), written and directed by Robert Hyde 
Wilson. Music arranged and plaved hy 
Robert Cundick. At Kingsbury Hall, U. 
of Utah, Dee. 1, °53; $2 top. 





The problems of a maladjusted 

young man are taken up in reverse 
order by author-director Robert 
Hyde Wilson, and while the some- 
what offbeat technique is slightly 
confusing at first, it succeeds in de- 
veloping a thoroughly interesting 
evening of drama. 
Plot is essentially the unfolding 
of the thwarted personality 
James (Jerry Murray), whose 
struggle to fit himself into a pat- 
tern of living is complicated by a 
frustrated and domineering aunt 
Eudora Billings Zarr). Play opens 
with the family returning from the 
aunt’s funeral and then works 
backwards, with each scene going 
back further in time. 

A narrator clown, located on the 


| upper level of the stage, is used to 


tie the action together. While the 
clown holds interest and is ably 
handled by Oliver Osterberg, there 
is some question as to his real im- 
portance. Actually, he could be 
dropped out without any particular 
loss, 

By and large, Wilson has 
Whipped together a moving, sin- 
cere drama. Given some rewriting. 
it could very well move to bigger 


time. The epilog, following the 
most dramatic scene in the play, 


comes as an anticlimax and weak- 
ens the impact of the whole presen- 
tation. Deleting this brief episode 
would help. 

Another weakness shows up in 
the characterization of the aunt. 
To drive home her effect on the 
characters, Wilson has built up her 
personality with too heavy a hand 
\ littke more subtlety would result 
in greater believability. 

Aided by a cast that handles its 
chores effectively, “Calliope” holds 
its audience from start to finish, As 
it stands, it’s good. Sharpening mo- 
tivations and characterizations 
could make it even better. 


> } 


CTt. 


in these | 


its usual | 


of | 





Legit Bits 








During the pre-Christmas layoff 
of “Wonderful Town,” Rosalind 
Russell will go skiing at Stowe, 
Vt., with her husband, producer- 
agent Freddie Brisson, and their 
son, Lance. Edith Evans, featured 
in the show, will plane to Miami 
for a vacation and stage manager 
Hal Prince will make a flying trip 
to Paris .. Julius Fleischmann 
returned last week from Europe, 
left over the weekend for Naples, 
Fla., wil spend Christmas with his 
family in Cincinnati and go to 
Washington for the opening Jan. 
4 of a tryout engagement of “Dear 
Charles,” in which he’s associated 
with Aldrich & Myers. 

British actress-singer Peggy Bar- 
rett, who appeared in the West 
End productions of “Annie Get 
Your Gun” and “Kiss Me Kate” is 
a poliomyelitis patient in Royal 
Free Hospital, Northwestern 
Branch, London 
mentioned the span, in type ol 
character as well as years, be- 
tween Margaret Sullavan’s present 
role of the eager, 25-ish girl in 
“Sabrina Fair’ and her last sea- 
son’s part of the desperate, 40-ish 
errant wife in “Deep Blue Sea? 

. . « Whatever became of Broad- 
way producer Marie Louise Elkins? 

Edith Lane, who plays one of the 
Navy nurses in the touring “South 
Pacific,” went on as the femme 
lead, Nellie Forbush, last week at 


With the completion of casting of 
the Playwrights Co: production of 
“Ondine,” Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne have returned to their 
home at Genesee Depot, Wis., to 
spend Christmas, but will return 





to take over direction of the Au-: 


|drey Hepburn-Mel Ferrer starrer 
Dec. 28 . . . Random House will 


| publish the text of Samuel Tay-| 


lor’s “Sabrina Fair.” 


Les Thomas, company manager 

the touring “John Brown's 
Body,” will fly to the Coast next 
week for Christmas dinner and a 


of 


| look at his new granddaughter .. .} 


| Richard Krakeur is planning a pro- 
| duction this season of ‘Blaze ot 
' Glory,” by Leo Lieberman .. . Del 
Hughes will be production stage 
manager of “The 
Clerk”... Robert Porterfield, man- 


aging director of the Barter The- | 


;atre, Abingdon, Va., narrated two 
performances yesterday ‘Tues.) of 
| Prokofieff’s “Peter and the Wolf” 
with the Roanoke (Va.) Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Alan Dert, drama critic of the 
London News-Chronicle, was the 
guest of honor at a luncheon yes- 
| terday (Tues.) of the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle . . . Jacob Friedus, 
former owner of the old Empire 
| Theatre, N. Y., was convicted in 
| Federal Court, Washington, last 
| week of filing false statements with 


| the Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
in 1950, as president of the Star- 
rett Television Corp. He previ- 
ously served a jail term for tax 
evasion. He sold the Empire The- 
atre several years ago, and it has 
since been torn down to make way 

| for an office building. 

| Elaine Perry will produce “The 


King of Hearts,” comedy by Jean | 


with | 
Waiter F. Kerr, husband of the co- | 


Kerr and Eleanor Brooke, 


author and drama critic of the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, handling the 
direction. 
tioned for the lead... “The Cre- 
tan Woman,” by Robinson Jeffers, 
vill be produced by Ramon de 
Alba, with Sawyer Falk, of the 
Syracuse U. drama department, 
staging ... Rita Allen and Archie 
, Thomson, in partnership with Trio 
Productions (Thomas and Patrick 
Clancy and Neil McKenzie, wil! 
produce Paul Vincent Carroll's 
“The Wise Have Not Spoken,” per- 
haps with Dennis King as star and 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble directing. 

Gilbert Miller has obtained the 
U. S. rights to Agatha Christie’s 


new London hit, “Witness for the 
Prosecution” . Jose Quintero, 
,\ho has drawn critical attention 


as director at the Circle-in-the- 
Square, Greenwich Village, N. Y.. 
_has taken over the staging of “In 
the Summer House,” Judith An- 
derson starrer currently trying out 
in Boston Former film = star 
Karen Morley will costar an off- 
Broadway revival of “Madwoman 
ot Chaillot,” opening Jan. 5 at the 
Actors Mobile Theatre, N. Y. 

Jerry Wayne has’ withdrawn 
from the role of Sky 


tion of “Guys and Dolls.” He is 
remaining in England to write the 
book and songs for a new musical 
comedy. Edmund Hockridge, a 
Canadian-born singer in the show. 
has succeeded Wayne. 

_ Harry Mimmo, a featured comic 
in “John Murray Anderson's Al- 
manac,” withdrew from the revue 
following the premiere last Thurs- 
|day night (10) at the Imperia!, 
iN. Y. His agent phoned the man- 


| the Orpheum, Davenport, when Co- | 
star Jeanne Bal had laryngitis... .' 


Confidential | 


Cyril Ritchard is men- | 


Masterson, | 
male lead, in the London produc- | 


Wednesday, December 16, 1953 


particularly 
torial in the Dec. 


End players refuse to tour. 





——— 


inside Stuff—Legit 


Actors who complain about conditions backstage in U.S. theatres 

those in certain road cities, may be interested in an eqj- 
3 issue of British tradepaper, The Stage. 
noting that the situation is bad in most British theatres, it asserts 
that some of the dressing rooms of many provincial theatres are 
veritable pigsties, and suggests that is the reason many leading West 


After 


Regarding one wellknown house near London, the editorial reports 
that “street urchins run in and out of the backstage. “There is no 
stagedoor keeper to restrain them, so the young rascals look upon the 
theatre as a sort of Liberty Hall, where they can run about unmolested 
and even open dressing-room doors to take a peep at the artists apply. 
ing their makeup or getting into their costumes. Performing animals 


'at a circus have more privacy and protection. 
| “The dressing rooms themselves in this particular theatre are damp 





as dungeons and equally filthy. The furniture is rickety, the mirrors 
are broken and the lighting quite inadequate for the purpose of makeup, 
For some reason best known to the management, hot water is only 
available during the last two days of the week, and throughout the 


| cold spell last October no attempt was made to warm the rooms either 


| 


| by 


fires, oil, electricity or central heating.” 


| British actors frequently express appreciation of the cleanliness, 
| appearance, comfort and convenience of dressing rooms of some Broad- 
| way theatres, notably those operated by City Playhouses, Inc., and 


. . Has anyone! a couple of other independent managements. 





“Wish You Were Here,” which opened a road tour last Tuesday 
(8) in Chicago, was panned by all four first-string critics there. Except 


| for Sheila Bond, who received unanimously personal notices, and one 


'or two players who drew a few passable mentions, the only thing 
generally praised was Jo Mielziner’s scenery. Even the onstage swim- 
ming pool drew brushoff or sarcastic comment, while Harold Rome's 
songs were rapped and the book was unfavorably compared to the 
original Arthur Kober play (which few people seem to recall drew 
mixed reaction and never drew strong business, even with two-fsr- 


ones). Chi aislesitters who nixed the Leland Hayward-Joshua Logan 


to register a 597-performance run. 


production were Claudia Cassidy, of the Tribune; Roger Dettmer, 
American; Sydney J. Harris, News, and Herman Kogan, Sun-Times, 
“Wish” originally got a six-to-one panning on Broadway, but went on 





Stratford, Ont.’s, second Shakespeare Festival (opening next June 


28 with James Mason starred) “will have to steer between the Scylla 


of popularity degenerating into vulgarity and the Charybdis of preci- 
‘ osity and snobbishness,” wrote Tyrone Guthrie, who will again direct, 
in the Dec. 12 issue of Saturday Night mag. 
| afraid of is being thought arty, highbrow, longhaired ... At any mo- 
ment some other city may pop up with a festival that is more popular, 


“The thing not to be 


| fashionable and glamorous than Stratford's, and away the tourists will 

fly like bees to a bigger, brighter flower. Stratford’s long-term chance 
of survival depends upon aiming to please the most exacting taste 
rather than that of the greatest number.” 


Milton Lyon, who produced “Annie Get Your Gun” and “Gentlemen 


Prefer Blondes” as musical packages on the strawhat circuit last sum- 
| mer, was at the Ten Eyck Hotel in Albany over the weekend acting 


,; to catch Beverly 


as accompanist for The MADmoiselles. 
material for the act, planned to stop at the Ford Theatre in Baltimore 
McFadden, one of the leads 
package and now appearing in “Little Jesse James,” while en route 


Lyon, who writes special 


in the “Gentlemen” 


to Shreveport, La., for another engagement. He said it was “‘too early” 
to know what musicals would be available for packaging in the 1954 


season. 








| agement the day after the opening 
(and said the nitery performer was 
i“ill” and wished to be released 

from his contract. Request was 
|grarted. During the “Almanac” 
| tryout in Boston, one of Mimmo’s 
| two solo spots was eliminated. He 


, received mixed notices from the 
|; New York critics. 
| Charles Goldner arriving in 


N. Y. Friday (18) on the SS United 
States to take the lead role in 
“Pink Tights.” Shepard Traube 
| musical goes into rehearsal tomor- 
row (Thurs.), when the ballet con- 
tingent starts work under Agnes de 
| Mille’s direction . . . Charles Nolte, 
who had the name role in “Billy 
Bull” two seasons ago, now in 
“Caine Mutiny.” 

Priscilla Morrill takes over the 
Hypatia Tarleton role in the tour- 


ing “Misalliance,” replacing Jan 
| Farrand, who's leaving the com- 


husband, Albert Marre, “Kismet” 
director Leland Hayward, his 
general manager 
| stein, Arthur Kober and Harold 
Rome back to N. Y. after launch- 
ing “Wish You Were Here” at 
,Chi’s Shubert Jeffrey Lynn, cur- 
rently playing the title role in “Mr. 
Roberts” at the Showcase Theatre, 
Evanston, Ill., featured speaker at 
the Amenwcan Opera Society's din- 
ner last week in Chicago. 

Sam Schwartz back in N. 
Monday (14) after 44 weeks of 
touring as lead Nathan Detroit in 
the national company of “Guys and 
Dolls.”’ 





_ Ungallant Kerr 


Continued from page 


Mickey Spillane to the style of the 





pany to return to N. Y. to join her | 


Herman Bern- | 


|] 


| 
} 
| 


vue sketch should be—funny, ridic- 
ulous and observant. It is a Mickey 
Spillane thriller told in the man- 
ner of ‘John Brown's Body,’ with 
all the folderol about the actors 
pretending to read and a chorus 
putting in side remarks. This num- 
ber leads me to believe that Mrs. 
Kerr may be as good a drama critic 
as her old man is.” 

John McClain, in the N. Y. Jour- 
nal-American, remarked, “It should 
be recorded that I was delighted 
by two sketches, ‘My Cousin Who?’ 
and ‘Don Brown's Body,’ written by 
Jean Kerr, the wife of a fellow 
critic. (What does MY wife de 
all afternoon?) 








Plays on B’way 











Continued from page 56 ja 


Richard Til 
Price is very good as the knavish 
Buckingham, and manages to sieal 
a few scenes away trom Ferrer for 
himself. Jessie Royce Landis, 4s 
Elizabeth, is every inch the queen 
in her several scenes, and most 
poignant and moving in the wind- 
up. Staats Cotsworth makes an 
atfecting Clarence, giving a minor 
role major stature. Florence Reed, 


y.| as an oracular Margaret throwing 


her curses on all and sundry, }!5 
very impressive in her brief scene. 
Philip Huston, as Rivers; Wil- 


iam Post Jr., as Hastings; Mar- 
garet Wycherly, as Duchess ot 


York; Paul Ballantyne, as Brackel- 
bury; Eugene Stuckmann, as Cates- 
by; Kendall Clark, as a repentant! 
murderer; Martin Kingsley ®! dd 


| Jack Bittner, as two other kille 


recent Benet chronicle. Mrs. Kerr’s | 


satirical attitude give the ‘Alma- 
nac’ the true flavor of a stage re- 
vue.” 

John Chapman, in the N. Y. 
News, asserted, “Best of the 
sketches is one called ‘Don Brown’s 
Body,’ by Jean Kerr, wife of Wal- 
ter F. Kerr, drama critic 
| Herald Tribune. Since Mr. 
might be a little bashful 
praising his spouse in his own pa- 
per. | offer her some praise for her 
scrapbook in my own little publica- 
tion. 


| Leopold Badia, as the mayor, and 
Douglas Watson, as Richmond, are 
all effective. And there are govt 


of the | 
Kerr | 
about | 
| Cos. 


| the 
} “Mrs. Kerr’s sketch is what a re-- 


bits in lesser 
participants. 

Production, done in simplified 
style, makes allusions at the ve!’ 
start to dictators of more rece”! 
times, with also a suggestion of te 
dangers of demagoguery today, 4} 
of which are also to the point. 


Bron. 


roles from various 





} 


Nicolai Popov, formerly \''' 
the Littlefield and Mordkin Bal'e 
and a dancer in Broacy 
musicals, is now a violinist W! 
Florida Symphony 
in Orlando, Fla. 
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Chi Legit B.0. Stays Fairly Level: 


Here’ $34,400, “Misalliance’ $13,900 


Chicago, Dec. oe 

rj nly three theatres lighted, 
ait gromae held an even keel last 
eek, despite the absence of any 
major conventions and a couple 
anys of foul weather. “Wish You 
Were Here” registered so-so its 
opening week at the Shubert, with 
ynanimous pans from the Chi 
quartet of critics. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Misalliance, Selwyn, (2d wk) 
‘ 1.000). 
13.900. Departs Saturday (19). 
Seven Year Itch, Erlanger (12th 
wk) ($5; 1,334) (Eddie Bracken). 
Dipped under $23,100. 

Wish You Were Here, Shubert 
(st. wk) ($5; 2,100). Hit $34,400 
for seven performances. 


‘His and Hers’ Fair $5,400 
For Three in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

“His and Hers,” comedy by Fay 
oon and Robert Preston co- 
starred, drew a fair $5,400 for the 
first three performances last Fri- 
dav-Saturday (11-12) of an 11-per- 
formance tryout at the Nixon Thea- 
tre here. albert Selden-Morton 
Gottlied production has a $9,000 
advance for this week from Thea- 
tre Guild-American Theatre So- 
ciety subscription. 

Show. which goes to Detroit next 
week. is slated to open Jan. 7 on 
Broadway. 


‘Sisters’ Delayed 


Opening of “Sisters,” new Yid- 
dish-American play with music, 
scheduled to open at the Second 








Ave. Theatre, N. Y., Monday (14), ) 


has been postponed to Friday (18). 
The Louis Freiman-Manny Fleisch- 
mann production will star Edmund 
Zayenda and Irving Jacobson. 

Featured 
Berta Gersten. Mae _ Schoenfeld, 
Muni Serebrov, Lucy Gehrman and 
Esta Salzman. 





Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 14-26) 


Caine Mutiny Court Martial 


(Henry Fonda, John Hodiak, Lloyd | 


Nolan) (tryout) — Bushnell Aud., 


Hartford (14); Opera House, Bos- | 


ton (15-19): Shubert, 
(21-26). ‘Reviewed 
Get, 14. *53). 


New Haven 
in VARIETY, 


Evening With Beatrice Lillie | 


‘Beatrice Lillie\—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto 14-19); Hanna, Cleveland 
(21-26 


Good Nite, Ladies—Civic,. New 


Orleans (14-19); Great Northern, | 


Chi (26). 

Guys and Dolls—Shubert, Phila. 
(14-19); Bushnell Aud., Hartford 
(21-23); Shubert, Boston (25-26). 

His and Hers (‘Celeste Holm. 
Robert Preston) (tryout) — Nixon, 
Pitt (14-19); Cass, Detroit (21-26). 
(Reviewed in Variety this week). 

In the Summerhouse (Judith An- 


derson) ‘trvout) — Shubert, Wash. 
(14-16) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Dec. 2 1953). 

, John Brown's Body (Tyrone 
Power Anne Baxter, Raymond 
Massey) — Virginia Univ. Aud... 
Charlottesville (14); Syria Mosque 
Richmond (15); Mun. Aud., Nor- 
folk (16): Playhouse, Wilmington 
Iv); Lyrie, Balto. (18-19); Mun. 
Aud. Miami Beach (21-26). 

Little Jessie James (tryout)— 


Ford's, Balto. (14-19), (Reviewed in 


Variety, Dec. 2, *53). 
' Mademoiselle Colombe = (Julie | 
Ban is. Edna Best) (tryout)—Shu- 


New Haven (17-19); Forrest, 


22-26). 


Phila 


Misallianee—Selwyn, Chi (14-19): | 


Jevidson. 
Moon Is 
24-26) 


Milwaukee (21-26), 
Blue — Erlanger, Buf- 


d'lo 


New Faces—Curran, S.F. (14-26). | 


Oklahoma — Temple 
lam ] 
(21.94 


(28 


Birming- 
14-19): Florida, Jacksonville 
; Dade County Aud., Miami 


14. 0eY & Bess — Forrest, Phila. 


9); National, Wash. (21- 
Remarkable ge Be dt 


Urgess 


Mr. Pennypacker 
Stecass Meredith, Martha Scott) 
(eevul'—Walnut St., Phila. (14-26). 
— wed in Variety this week). 
_ pfven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 
«| anger, Chi (14-26). . 
” —_— Pacific ‘Jeanne Bal, Webb 
on'—lowa, 
16: KRNT Theatre. Des Moines 
hits Coliseum, Sioux Falls, S. 
“sega sans Orpheum, Sioux City, 
24-26). 
/ ne Out for Ginger (Melvyn 
“agi American, St. L. (14-26). 
rT a Beds — Lyric, Allentown 
cy ish vou Were Here—Shubert, 


vi 


z"< 


Slight upbeat at. 


Michael Kanin, with Celeste | 


are Miriam Kressyn, | 


Cedar Rapids (14-! 


+ 





Cornell $33,600, D.C. 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
| “Prescott. Proposals,” starring 
| Katharine Cornell, raked in an un- 
| usually flashy $33,600 for its sec- 
'ond and last week at the National 
Theatre, 
| National is dark this week, but re- 
lights next Monday (21) with a 
four-week return engagement of 
“Porgy and Bess.” The Gershwin 


1 
i 


ineat publicity gambit by house 
| manager Ed Plohn. Show has been 
jadvertised over the “Strike It 
| Rich’. national TV show, with the 
; winner of the “Why I Want to Go 


,to Washington Xmas Week” con- 


en route to Broadway. | 


| opera has been cashing in on a/ 


{ 


| 


test to witness a performance from | 


|the President’s box. 
Shubert, which 


was dark last 


a fortnight run of the new Judith 
|; Anderson play, “In the Summer 
House.” 





*‘Pennypacker’ Okay $9,950 


| . 
For Four in Hartford 
Hartford, Dec. 15. 

Sturdy $9,950 was racked up by 
“The Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer” in a three-day (four-per- 
formance) tryout at the New Par- 
sons Thursday through Saturday 
(10-12). Comedy, a first production 
for film scrivener Liam O’Brien, 
| garnered excellent press and word- 
|of-mouth. Marquee featured Bur- 
|gess Meredith and Martha Scott. 

| Usual $4.20 top prevailed. 
| House is dark until Dec. 30, when 
it relights for tryout of a new com- 
edy, “Dear Charles,” an Alvan Mel- 
| ville adaptation from the French 
script, “Les Enfants d’Edouard,” 
by Marc-Gilbert Sauvajon. In for 
a four-day stance, it costars Anna- 

bella and Oscar Karlweis. 


’ 





‘Body’ $14,800, New Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 15. 

The customary pre-Xmas _let- 
|down meant nothing to the local 
three-day stand of “John Brown’s 
Body,” which came through with 
one sellout and two near-sellouts 
in its four-performance stopover 
at the Shubert last week (10-12). 
At $4.80 top, this meant a fine take 
of $14,800. 

Current is preem of “Mlle. Co- 
lombe,” Julie MHarris-Edna_ Best 
starrer, in for Thursday-Saturday 
(17-19). Next week is a full stanza 
of “Caine Mutiny Court Martial” 
| (21-26), then house goes dark till 
breakin of “Confidential Clerk” 
\(Ina Claire, Claude Rains), due 
Jan. 7-9. 

“Ice Follies” is current on eight- 
| day run at Arena (13-20). 


Future B’way Schedule 


(Theatre indicated if booked) 





Prescott Proposals, Broadhurst, 


tonight ‘Wed.). 


week, relights tonight (Tues.) with | 


| fully 


, attractions, 


'Meredith and Martha Scott, 





Ned Armstrong 
wants to know 
Are New Dramatists 
Waiting For Atomic 


Inspiration? 
* * * 
an interesting editorial feature 
in the 
48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 


Porgy $31,100, 
Men’ 236. Philly 


*hiladelphia, Dec. 15. 

Aided by strong word-of-mouth, 
both legit attractions here success- 
bucked the  pre-Christrnas 
doldrums. “Porgy and Bess” upped 
first week's take in second stanza 
at Forrest, and “Oh, Men! 
Women!” built solidly in second 
semester at Locust. 

“Guys and Dolls” returned last 
night ‘Mon.!} to the Shubert for a 
one-week stand, and first of holiday 
“The Remarkable Mr. 
Pennypacker,” costarring Burgess 
also 











_ bowed in, at the Walnut. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Porgy and Bess, Forrest ‘2d wk) 
(M-1.760; $5.20). Non-profit organi- 


/zation adds tax to receipts. Notices 


Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller, to- 


morrow (Thurs.). 
Charley's Aunt, C. Center Dec. 
Dead Pigeon, Vanderbilt, Dec 
In the Summer House, 
house, Dec. 29. 
Remarkable Mr. 
Coronet, Dec. 30. 
| Mlle. Colombe, Longacre, Jan. 6. 
His & Hers, 48th St., Jan. 7. 
Starcross Story, Royale, week 
aan. 11. 
Immoralist, Lyceum, Jan. 18. 
Coriolanus, Phoenix, Jan. 19. 
Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 
| Plymouth, Jan. 20. 
| Dear Charles, Jan. 21. 
| Lullaby, Jan. 27. 
Mardi Gras, Jan. 28. 
Ondine, 46th Si., Feb. 
Confidential Clerk, 
Feb. 22. 
| High Named Today, wk. Feb. 
Black Candle, week Feb. 22. 
Girl Pink Tights, Hellinger. 2 
By Beautiful Sea, March 25. 
Pajama Game, April 1._ 
Anniversary Waltz, April 8. 


. = na 9 
‘Pacific’ $25,400, Dav port 
Davenport, Ia., Dec. 15. 
Touring edition of “South Pa- 


99 
oe 
23. 


Pennypacker, 


16. 
Morosco, 


9 
22. 


25. 





cific.’ playing the Orpheum here 
last week, drew a moderate $25,400 


£Zross. : ; 

Rodgers-Hammerstein musical is 
‘splitting this week between Cedar 
Rapids and Des Moines. 


‘DOLLS’ $37,400, WILMINGTON 
Wilmington, Dec. 15. 
“Guys and Dolls” took in over 
$37.400 at the Playhouse here last 
week. 
Musical is 
‘Shubert, Philly. 


current at the 


Play- ; 


and good play in Sunday sections 
helped. $31.100 ‘tax included). 

Oh, Men! Oh, Women!, Locust 
(2d wk) ‘(C-1.580: $3.90'—Franchot 
Tone) Show-shoppers’ talking up 
comedy, plus Theatre Guild-Amer- 
ican Theatre Society subscription, 
brought in nice $23.000. 


‘Oklahoma’ Fine $25,600; 
‘Ozarks’ $9,000, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
Seventh visit and 12th week of 
“Oklahoma” vroved that the Rodg- 
ers-Hammerstein musical is one of 
the best draws to hit this town. In 
the one-week stand at the Ameri- 





can Theatre ending Saturday ‘12 
the piece. scaled to $4.27, grossed 


approximately $25.600 
for Ginger.’ with Melvyn Douglas. 
teed off a two-week stand at the 
American Monday ‘14'. The piece 
is scaled to $3.66. 

Crix put thumbs down on “Maid 
in the Ozarks” at the Empress, but 
first of a two-week stand ending 
Sunday (13) grossed an estimated 
$9,000. “Charley's Aunt” follows 
“Maid.” 


‘Ne * » 54 
‘Ginger’ $14,800, Cincy; 
‘ al a vv. 
‘Caine’ $6,500 One-Niter 
Cincinnati, Dee. 15 
“Time Out for Ginger.” with 
Melvyn Douglas. grossed a fair $14.- 
800 last week in the 1.300-seat Cox 
at $3.69 top. “Caine Mutiny Court 
Martial” one-nighter Friday 11 
did capacity $6,500 in the 2,500-seat 
Taft 
Cincy will be sance road shows 
until Jan. 4 when “Misalliance” 
opens a week's engagement at the 
Cox, then “South Pacific’ is in at 
the Taft for week of Jan. 11. 


Shows in Rehearsal 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Mu- 
sical Drama), O (Opera). 

Charley's Aunt (C)—N. Y. City 
Theatre Co., prod.; Jose Ferrer, 
dir.-star 


“Time Out 








Confidential Clerk (O) — Pro- 
ducers’ Theatre-Henry  Sherek, 
prod.; E. Martin Browne, dir.; Ina 
Claire, Claude Rains, Joan Gren- 
wood, stars. 

Dead Pigeon ‘(D) — Harold 


Bromley, Haila Stoddard, prods.; 





} 
| 


Oh, ' 


Bromley, dir.; Lloyd Bridges, star. | 


Dear Charles ‘(C) — Richard 
Aldrich+ Richard Myers, John J. | 
Wildberg & Julius’ Fleischman, | 


prods.: Romney Brent, dir.; Anna- 
bella, Oscar Karlweis, stars. 

Moon is Blue ‘C) ‘Road!—George 
Brandt, prod. 


Sing Till Tomorrow ‘D) — Dor- 
othy Natter, prod.; Basil Langton, 
dir 

Starcross Story ‘D) — Shuberts 
S. S. Krellberg. John C. Wilson 
prods.: Wilson, dir.; Eva Le Gal- | 
lienne, Marv Astor. stars 


' 


Pre-Xmas No Santa Claus for B way; 
‘Almanac’ $25,600 (4), ‘Kismet’ $5430, 
Richard lll $44,600, Phoenix $11,200 


Pre-Christmas slump hit Broad-;most $30,900 


way last week, with all but 
click entries falling off. Downbeat 
pattern is expected to continue 
through this week and early next 
week. 

Only musical to go 
week was “Can-Can.” 


clean last 


(straight plays), that segistered 
capacity were ‘“Sabsina’ Fair,” 
“Solid Gold Cadillac,” “Tea and 


Sympathy” and “The Teahouse of 
the August Moon.” Of that quartet. 


all but “Tea” had their grosses 
dented by theatre parity commis- 
sions. 

Of last week's openings, ‘Rich- 


ard III” pulled down two favorable 
netices and five pans, while “John 
Murray Anderson's Almanac” drew 
four affirmative and three negative 
reviews. Latter missed hitting ca- 
pacity because of offish matinee 
biz Saturday (19). Empty seats 
matinee performances were also 
responsible for other top entries 
failing to register capacitv 


at 


“End as a Man” moved out of 


the Vanderbilt Saturday (12) and 
reopens tomorow (‘Thurs.) night at 
the Lyceum. “The Spanish Thea- 


tre’ wound up its limited run at 
the Broadhurst Saturday (12). “Dial 
M for Murder.” “Sabrina Fair” 
and “Wonderful Town” ere taking 


pre-Christmas week layoffs. Sched- 
uled to close Saturday (19) is “A 


Girl Can Teil.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C ‘Comedy’, D ‘Drama 
CD (Comedy-Drama’), R ‘Revue 
MC ‘Musical Comedu/, M M ust- 
cal Drama’), O (Opera) y 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to prices: 
number of seats. capacity grass and 
stars. Price includes 20° c 
ment tar, but grosses are net: ie€., 
exclusive of tar. 


top 


Can-Can. Shubert 32nd wk 
MC-$7.20: 1.361: $50.160'. Unde 
* $50.900 ‘previous week. $51.000 


Dial M for Murder, Pivmouth 
59th wk) ‘D-$4.80; 1.062; $29.815 
Maurice Evans). Over $17.500 
previous week. $19.700): lays off 
for a week beginning Monday 

End as a Man, Vanderbilt (9th 
wk) (D-$4.80: 720: $18.500 Ben 
Gazzara’. Topped $5.000 (previous 
week. $6.000): wound up run at 
this theatre Seturday ‘12). slated to 
move over to the Lyceum tomor- 


“4 


row /Thurs.' night 

Fifth Season, Cort (47th wk) C- 
$4.80: 1.056; $25.277) Menasha 
Skulnik. Richard Whorf Over 
$22.400 ‘previous week. $23.800 

Girl Can Tell, Rovale ‘7th wk 
C-$6-$4.80; 1.035: $31.000). Over 
$20.000 ‘previous week,, $21,500 
closes Saturday (19 


John Murray Anderson's Alma 
mac, Imperia) (lst wk) ‘R-$7.20 
1.400: $50.300). Opened Thursdays 
10) night to four favorable notices 
Atkinson. Times: Chapman. News 
Coleman, Mirror: Hawkins 
Telegram) and three unfa\ 
reviews Kerr. Herald 
McClain, Journal-American 
Post): first four performanc 
grossed over $25,600 

Kind Sir, Alvin ‘6th wk) ‘C-$6- 
$4.80: 1.331: $39.460) ‘Marv Martin 
Charles Boyer). Over $36.200 ‘pre- 
vious week, $38.700 

King and I, St. James 
wk) (MD-$7.20; 1.571: $51.717 
Brynner!. Under $30.000 ‘pr 
week, $35,800): closes April 

Kismet, Ziegfeld ‘2nd wk) 
$7.20: 1.628; $57.908) Alfred 
Draxe). Topped $54.300 ‘previous 
week, $33.600 in four performances 
and one preview) 

Late Love, Booth (9th 
$6-$4.80; 766; $20 235) 
Francis, Lucile Watson, 
Hamilton). Over $8.600 ‘previous 
week, $11,000) 

Me and Juliet, 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 
Over $47.300 
400). 

My 3 Angels, Morosco 
(C-$4.80; 935: $24.252). Under 


142nd 
Yul 
evious 
10 
MD- 


wk) (C- 
Arlene 


Majestic (29th 
1.510 $58,000 
previous week, $52.,- 


40th wk 
$14.- 


600 ‘previous week, $17.500); closes 
Jan. 2 or9 

Picric, Music Box (42nd wk 
CD-$6-$4.80; 997; $27.534). Nearly 


$21.800 ‘previous week, $23,800) 
Richard HI, City Center (1st wk) 
D-$3.60: 3.090: $58,000) Jose 
Ferrer, Vincent Price). Opened 16- 
performance engagement last Wed- 


nesday (9) to two favorable re- 
views (Chapman, News; McClain 
Journal-American) and five pans 
Atkinson, Times; Coleman, Mirror; 
Hawkins, World-Telegram; Ker 
Herald Tribune; Watts, Post); firs 
seven performances and one pre 
view grossed over $44.600 

Sabrina Fair, National (5th wk 
C-$6-$4.80; 1,172; $31.300) ‘Marg: 
ret > Wlavan, Joseph Cotte 


Other shows | 


, ' 
muse- 


a 
Neil 


with theatre party 


the |commissions cutting into the take 


(previous week, $31,000); lays off 
for a week beginning Monday (21), 
Seven Year Itch, Fulton (5@h 
wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1.063: $24,400) 
‘Tom Ewetl}. Over $23,900 (‘previ- 
ous week, $24,400). 
Selid Gold Cadillac, Belasco ‘6th 


wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1,077; $28,300) 
‘(Josephine Hull). Over $28.000 
with theatre party commissions 


holding down take ‘previous week, 
$27,900). 

South Pacific, Broadway 
wk) (MC-$6-$4.80; 1.990: $44.000) 
Martha Wright, George Britton). 
Under $21,000 ‘previous week, $24.- 
400): closes Jan. 16 

Tea and Sympathy, 


(237th 


Barrymore 


(llth wk! ‘(D-$6-$4.80: 1.060; $28.- 
300) ‘Deborah Kerr). Almost $28,- 
600 ‘previous week, $28.400) 
Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Beck (9th wk) ‘C-$6-$4.80: 1.214; 
$31.681) ‘David Wayne. John For- 
sythe). Over $31.500 with theatre 


party commissions denting capacity 
take ‘previous week, $31.400). 

Wonderful Town, Winter Garden 
42nd wk’) ‘(MC-$7.20: 1.510: $54- 
173) Rosalind Russell Went 
under capacity at neariy $53.800 
previous week, $55.200): lays off 
from Saturday (19) through Dec. 
25 

Foreign Language 

Spanish Theatre, Broadhurst 
4th wk) (D-$480; 1.160: $28.000) 
Alejandro Ulloa). Spanish reper- 
tory group wound up Saturday 
12) after limited engagement of 
28 performances. 

Miscellaneous 

Madam Will You Walk, Phoenix 
2nd wk) ‘CD)-$3: 1.150; $15.000) 
Jessica Tandy; Hume Cronyn). 
Over $11.200 ‘previous week. $13.- 
600 in seven performances and one 
preview). 

Opening This Week 

Prescett Prepesals, Broadhurst 
CD-$6-$4.80: 1.160: $29,500) ‘Kath- 
arine Cornell Leland Hayward 
production of 2a play by Howard 
Lindsay and Russe) Crouse: opens 
tonight ‘Wed. 

Oh, Men: Oh. Women, 
C-$8-$4.80: 920: $23.000 
Tone!. Chery! Crawford 
derson Lawler production of a play 
by Edward Chodorov; opens 
row ‘Thurs.) 


House’ $12,500, 
Greco 22G, Hub 


Dec. 15 
Greco and his troupe of 
flamenco dancers supplied the biz 


Miller 
Franchot 
and An- 


LOomor- 





note 
o<ton 


Jose 


noise here last week. creating 
strong crix and fan reaction dur- 
ing the single-week engagement at 
the Shubert Judith Anderson, 
Starring in “In the Summer 
House.” in finale at the Wilbur 
dipped under the previous week's 
gross 

Lone newcomer this week is the 
four-day engagement of Caine 
Mutiny Court § Martial,” which 
bows into the Opera House tomor- 
row We d 

Estimates for Last Week 

In the Summer House, Wilbur 
2d wk $4 20 1,200 Judith Ale 
derson $12,500 

Jose Greco Ce., Shubert one 
wk $3.60: 1.700 Nifty $22.000 
or near. House is currently dark 





Bea Lillie Grosses 176 
For Second Detroit Week 


Detroit. Dee. 15 

Second and last week of An 
Fvenin g With: Beatrice Lillie” at 
the 2.050-seat Shubert sed 
$17.000. Top was $4.20. Shubert 
now goes dark indefinitely, with no 
new bookings in sight 

The Cass, a 1.482-seate rm hts 
Dec. 21 with two weeks of His 
and Hers.” new comedy by Fay 
and Michael Kanin, arring 
Celeste Holm and Robert Preston 


Seats are scaled at $4.20 


oe 35G, Sviece 


San Francisco. Dec. 15 

Backed by strong promotion and 
rave crix reviews, town's sole legit, 
“New Faces.” soared to a sock 
$35.000 for its second stanza atthe 
Curran 

Harvey” will reopen the 1.550- 
eat Geary Dec. 30, when Frank 
Fav opens in the lead, under the 


aegis of Edward Choate and George 


R 
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Plays Abroad 


The Orchard Walls 


London, Dec. 1. 
John Forbes-Sempill, Ltd., production 
of drama in three acts by 


field. Stars Valerie White. Directed by 
John Forhes-Sempill. At St. Martin's | 
Theatre. London, Nov. 30, °53. $2.20 top. 
Christine Muir .< Valerie White 
Philip O’Hea «ss. Cyril Raymond 
Beatrice Mavnard er Gillian Lind 
Rachel Ames __...-«+.- Maureen O’Reilty 
Mrs. Grant ...ccocoes Helen Horsey 
Shirley Grant .......-. Dorothy Gordon | 


Nicholas Stubbs 
Michael Pritchard 
Godfrey Pritchard 


‘Johan Charlesworth 





e Asa change from his usual flip- 
anciés, 
<led a serious theme ‘tm this play 
of eloping teenagers. He handles 
it sincerely and logically but the 
conclusions are obvious, and there 
is no real suspense. Play is well 
acted and presented but is not 
likely to register more than mild 


approval, nor attract for any 
length of time. It would have in- 
sufficient originality for the U-S. 


market 

Set in a girl's school in a cathe- 
dral town, a love affair between 
one of the pupils and a local boy 
sets the p'tace gossiping. Dialog 


consists of theorizing and justify- | 


ing the natural impulses of youth, 
the principal wishing to ignore the 
association. while the girl’s mother 
is determined to withdraw her and 
send her abroad 


At 19 and 17, the romantics be- 
lieve they are experiencing the | 
grand passion, and elope hoping 


for an easy marriage over the Scot- 
tish border. When they are caught 
and brought back, the girl attempts 


suicide. but the understanding 
headmistress makes her realize 
that two years’ absence. will! 


sharpen their emotions if genuine. 
and prove a testing time for them 
both. 

Valerie White is crisply matter- 
of-fact as the headmistress. with a 
vein of hardness in contrast to her 
tolerant kindliness. Cyril Raymond. 
as her suitor, has little to do but 
looks affable and duly regretful for 
his tardy wooing. Gillian Lind 
gives a beautiful performance as 
a teacher who. fhough outwardly 
loval. is utterly opposed to her 
principal’s tactics. The teenagers 
are sensitively played by Dorothy 
Gordon and John Charlesworth 
while Helen Horsey, as the giri’s 
negiectful mother. and Edwarcé 
Evans. as the boy's father. are we! 
contrasted in outlook. Maureen 
O'Reilly is a trim efficient young 
secretary and Colin Douglas rounds 
out the company as a news editor 
With conflieting loyalties. Clem 


A Day By The Sea 








London, Nov. 30. 

Tenne Productions’ presentation of 
drama in three acts by N. C. Hunter 
Stars Raish Richardson. Sybil Thorndike 
Irene Worth John Gielgud: features 
Lewis Casson, Megs Jenkins. Directed b: 
John Gielgud. Sets, Felix Kelly. At The. 
tre Roval Haymarket, London, Nov. 27 
"33. $2.25 top 
David Anson Lewis Casson 
Elinor Eddi . Patricia Laurance 


Peter Murph 


Miss Mathieson Megs Jenkins 
Doctor Ralph Richardson 
Laura Ans Sybil Thorndike 
Frances Farra Irene Worth 
Julian Anson hn Gielgud 
w ’ Gre n Frederick Piver 
Humphrey Caldwell Lockwood West 

With enough names to fill the 
Marquees of half-a-dozen theatres 
there cannot be grounds for specu- 
lation about the prospects of this 
new play by N. C. Hunter. It must 
be a boxoffice smasheroo, which 

















BROADWAY ANGELS, | 
INC. 


Common Stock 
Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write or 


phone for an offering ctrcular to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St., New York 23 
TRafalgar 4-1815 


* Delder- | 


Colin. Douglas | 


Edward Evans | 


R. F. Delderfield has tac- | 


will outstrip his earlier effort, 
“Waters of the Moon,” 
| played the same theatre for two 
years. 

| That the play may not merit a 
cast of such lustrous appeal is be- 
side the point. Tennent Produc- 
tions, for reasons of its own, 1S 
‘doing this playwright — proud. 
| “Moon” was a play of little more 
than average quality which was 
lifted out of the conventional rut 
| by its star-studded cast. This time 
\they’ve even done better by sign- 
ing three theatrical knights 


tre-going public will not let them 
down, but a Broadway management 
would need a cast of comparable 
boxoffice appeal to sell it in New 
York. 

By everyday standards, there is 
no rigid plot. Instead, the author 
indulges in some gentle and intelli- 
gent characterization, writing in 
good parts for the principals. There 
is John Gielgud, for example, as a 
frustrated foreign office career 
diplomat who gets passed over tor 
promotion; Ralph Richardson, as a 
gin soaked medico with a simple 
philosophy of not worrying about 
the future; Lewis Casson. as a dot- 


ing, dozing octogenarian; Sybil 
Thorndike, as Gielgud’s mother. 


forever worrying that he worries | 
about world affairs and not about 


getting married; while Irene Worth 
is an attractive and tragic widow 
who, with some reluctance, rejects 
the diplomat. Megs Jenkins has a 
smaller role as a lonely and frus- 
trated governess who 


towards the doctor. 

This is a play in which very lit- 
tle happens. The situation at the 
end is little different from 
start, but the interest is held and 


the audience gripped by the fas-| 
the performers. | 


cinating skill of fort 
From beginning to end, it is an 


histrionic achievement with richly | 
which | 
give added credence to the situa- | 
flawlessly | 


etched characterizations 
tions. The roles are 
played. Under Gielgud’s incisive 
direction. there is a sense of 
urgency and achievement about 
the entire thing. The two sets by 
Felix Kelly have been imagina- 
tively conceived. Myro. 


Airs On A Shoestring 

(ROYAL COURT, LONDON) 

London, Dec. 1. 
Since its launching last spring, 
when it was hailed for its sophis- 
ticated satire. “Airs on a Shoe- 
string” has continued as an SRO 
attraction at the small offbeat 
Royal Court Theatre. playing to 
capacity biz and drawing substan- 
tial advance bookings. Althouga 
there has been no diminution in 
returns, the revue has undergone 
some recent revisions to keep its 


topicality, and the added numbers 
include one on the Senator Mc- 
Carthy investigations and another 


on sponsored TV. 

Allowing for the accepted satiri- 
cal standard of revue. the London 
stage has rarely seen anything 
quite as biting as “Brave New 
Worlding.”” which deals with the 
Un-American Activities inquiry 
with almost malicious glee. The 
lyric by Michael Flanders ‘who has 
done many of the hit numbers in 
the about an American 
couple who play safe by allowing 
their offspring only to read Life 
and the Readers’ Digest, and who 
is named MeArthur McCarthy 
McCarran Brown. 
in every line and at 
viewed the number 
astically acclaimed ; 

“Sponsored Bard,” by Geoffrey 

on broad satirical 


Brown, deals 
lines with a commercial! television 


snow 1S 


the show re- 
Was 


presentation of ‘Hamlet’ spon- 
sored by a watch company. An- 
other topical addition is “Stop 
Press,”’ an item which features the 


theme, “Yes, We Have No Guiana.” 


ter’s revue looks well set into the 
new year. The fine cast, headed 
by Movyra Fraser, Max Adrian, 











keeps the show 


‘lively freshness. Myro. 


which | 


and | 
one dame to head the list of -name | 
performers. The loyal British thea- | 


vainly | 
stretches out a hand of friendship | 


the | 


There is a sting} 


enthusi- | 


With these changes, Laurier Lis- | 


Sally Rogers and Betty Marsden, 
running with a 











Special Coin Sale Wipes 
Out ‘Colony’ ’53 Deficit 
Greensboro, N. C., Dec. 15. 


The sale of Sir Waker Raleigh- 
| Virginia Dare commemorative 50c 
| coins helped the Roanoke Island 
| Historical Assn. wipe out an oper- 
‘ating deficit on “The Lost Colony” 
| during the 1953 season. State Au- 
|ditor Henry Bridges said an audit 
showed the outdoor drama _ lost 
| $2,400 on the season run, but the 
sponsoring association increased its 
| assets by $6,973,35. 

| The commemorative coins, sold 
for about $3.50 each, brought the 
association a profit of $10,011. Af- 
ter subtracting the production and 
operating loss and “other charges” 
amounting to $1,590. association 
came out $6,973.35 ahead for the 
season. 


| 





Jap Drama Finest 


casions we have received each 
‘others financial statements and 
checks. Therefore, for mutual 


Stern on Stern 


Omaha, 

Editor, VARIETY: ; 

Your issue of Dec. 2 ligts Ameri- 
can National Theatre & Academy 
staffer Alfred R. Stern among the 
backers of the Phoenix Theatre— 
but alas, it is not I. Nor do I pos- 
sess the initial, “R. 

Alfred R. is an acquaintance of 
mine and has also been involved in 
legitimate production both as a} 
producer and invesior. The same 
applies to me. We have frequently 
been confused, especially when both 
of us invest in the same produc- 
tions and on more than several oc- 





” 


protection, we often invest identi- 
cal amounts in the same produc- 
tions, but the Phoenix venture is 
not in that category as I never in- 
vest when I am away from New 
York, and presently I'm engaged in 








Theatre Art In 





Gr2ensboro, N. C., Dec. 15. 
The Japanese drama is the fin- | 
| est theatre art in the world, in the | 
|opinion of playwright Paul Green, | 
| who last year made a study of the 
| arts in the Orient. Green lives at} 
| Chapel Hill, N. C. 


{ 
| 


The weakness of the Japanese | 
vaeatre, the former Pulitzer Prize | 
winner said, lies in the subject | 
matter, which “is too remote, obso- | 
lete, unimportant. For this rea- | 
;son many young playwrights in| 
Japan are turning toward the west | 
for new ideas.” 


Green gathered a great store of | 
information and made a large col-| 
lection of theatre data and mate-| 
rials on his world tour as “cultural 
}ambassador” for the Rockefeller | 
Foundation. These materials have | 
i been loaned to the U. of North) 
| Carolina Library and are now on| 
display. 
| “The Japanese theatre is an old 
|one—with a tradition of 
| 1,300 years,”’ Green said. 

He described the seven types of 
drama in Japan. They are: the re- 
ligious ritual dance dating back to 
the seventh century; the Noh 
drama, a classical lyrical drama 
which was begun in the 14th cen- 
tury; the Kyogen or comic drama; 
the Bunraku or puppet theatre, 
dating from the 16th century; the 
Kabuki or classical dance drama, 
dating from the 17th century; the 


modern theatre, which is the thea- | 


tre of foreign translations as well 
as original works, dating from the 
19th century with the oncoming of 
western influence, and the popular 
theatre of the motion pictures, ra- 
dio and some television. 

Green said the three legitimate 
theatre activities in Japan today | 


are the Noh, Bunraku and Kabuki. | Papa 


He stated that in these three all 
the other elements and kinds of | 
theatre and drama are _ incorpor- | 
ated, not including the mechanical 
theatre. 
plays are taken by men, he pointed 
out. 





Current London Shows 


London, 


Dec. 15. 
(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Affairs of State, Cambridge (8-21-52). 
| Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-53) 
Antony and Cleopatra, Princes (10-4-53). 
As Long As Happy, Carrick (7-8-53) 
Birthday Honours, Criterion (10-6-52). 
} Boy Friend, Embassy (12-1-53). 
| Carrington, V. C., Westminster (7-28 53). 
| Champagne On ice, Hipp (9-17-53). 
Confidential Clerk, Lyric (9-16-53). 
Day By The Sea, Haymarket (11-26-53). 
Dear Charlies, New (12-18-52). 
Escapade, Strand (i-20-55). 
Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53). 
For Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). 
Fun and Fair, Palladium (10-7-53). 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28-53). 
King and !, Drury Lane (10-8-53). 
Living Room, Wyndham’s (4-16-53), 
London Laughs, Adelphi (4-12-52). 








Thank You! and 
Happy Holidays from 


Booking Agent 





BOB ULLMAN 


Just Concluded: 4 Successful Weeks 
New Rosenthal Pavilion, Montefiore Hospital 


Currently: CHEZ NETTIE 


(The Last of the Fleur de Levy of 102nd and West End Ave.) 


: Dr. Il. Rossman 


National Press Representative: Bill Doll & Co. 


Love From Judy, Saville (9-25-52). 
Love Match, Palace (11-10-53). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 
Old Vic Repertory, Old Vic (9-14-53). 
On With New, Irving (12-11-53). 
Orchard Wallis, St. Martin’s (11-30-53). 
Paint Your Wagon, Majesty’s (2-11-53). 
Pygmalion, St. James’ (11-19-53). 
Question of Fact, Piccadilly (12-10-53), 
Reluctant Heroes, White (9-12-50). 
Return, Duchess (11-9-53). 
Ring Out Belis, Vic. Pal. (11-12-52), 
Seagulls Sorrento, Apollv (6-14-50). 
Seven Year itch, Aldwych (5-14-52). 
Sleeping Prince, Phoenix (10-5-53). 
Someone Waiting, Globe (11-25-53). 
Trial & Error, Vaude (9-17-53). 
Wish You Were Here, Casino (10-19-53). 
Witness Prosecution, Garden (10-28-53). 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
London Actress, Arts (12-16-53) 
13 For Dinner, Duke York's (12-1 


CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Dance Dress, Embassy (4-7-53). 
Moon Is Bive, Duke York (7-7-53). 
No Sign of Dove, Savoy (12-3-53). 














Pleasure Your Co. New Water (11-25-53) 


World—Green 


some | a 
i mal 


All the parts in Japanese | 


7-53 
Oddly Enough, New Watergate (12-17-53). | 


the direction of Omaha’s year-long 
Centennial. 
Alfred Stern, 
(ANTA Managing Director) 


N.Y.-Road Reps 


Continued from page 55 




















| 
Theatre, St. L.. was spokesman | 
for the road contingent. 


Subway Op’s Plan 


A plan whereby indie road thea- 
tre owners would produce their 
own touring shows is being pitched 
at operators by Charles Harrow, 
who ran New York's subway circuit 
this past summer. Idea calls for 
a cooperative production setup to 
be comprised of two to five thea- 
tre owners. 


Harrow figures that the owner- 
producers could turn out shows to 





CANADIAN BARN’S NEW 
$40,000 PLAYHOUSE 


Hamilton, Ont., Dec. 15. 


The Niagara Barn Theatre, Vine. 
land, Ont., strawhatter, will SWiteh 


its operation next summer tg 
Stoney Creek, four miles from 
here. Season is stated to begin 


April 17. A new $40,00 theatre ~ 
a three-and-one-half acre site is be. 
ing erected by co-producers Jack 
Blackiook and Mark Saunders 
Barn Theatre had been functionins 
in Vieland for the last five year. 
Last season wound up Oct. 24 afte; 
a 30-week run. Previous stanza ran 
for 34 weeks. 

New theatre will be a 420-seater, 
Along with the move to a new loca. 
tion, company will also initiate a 
student-training program, with 


| selected apprentices receiving pay 


during their training period. Unit 
is non-Equity. 





eatin 
ee 


336 ‘Itch’ Gain 








original company 
four 
| $20,213, 





aetna 


Ril 


Continued from page 55 


for a party and $68 for gifts, The 
profit for the 
weeks ended Nov. 28 was 
bringing the total profit 
to date to $60,145. Show is in its 


| 57th week at the Fulton, N.Y. 


Profits on the second company 
for the same four-week period 
were $24,554, bringing the net to 
date to $22,309 after deducting the 
balance of the production cost. 
Additional revenue from souvenir 
program sales, French, Italian and 
British rights, plus $22,950 as the 
show’s share of the second install- 
ment on the $255,000 film sale, 
brought $25,955 more, for a total 
net profit of $335,414 from all 
sources. 

After distributions, remaining 
assets included $24,926 in bonds 


play their theatres on a nominal | and deposits, $20,000 cash reserve 
production budget ranging from | and $3,482 balance available for 
$3,500 for a straight play to $9,000 | future distribution. 


for a musical. His totals stem from | 
the cost of the productions he put | 
on during the summer at the| 
Brighton Theatre, Brooklyn, and 
Jamaica Theatre, Jamaica. Among | 
the presentations were “Country 
Girl,” “Four Poster,” “Male Ani-, 
and “Top Banana.” Name 
performers were utilized in the 
productions. 


Harrow’s plan calls for the co-op 
| venture to produce a minimum of. 
two shows or a maximum of five ; 
| offerings, each going into a mem- | 
ber house for a week’s run. 

In the past, Kermit Bloomgar- | 
den and George Brandt have also | 
come up with plans that hinged 
on the road theatre owners par- 
ticipating in the financing of tour- 
ing productions. In both instances 
the experiments failed. 











| New Group Fights 


Continued from pase 55 eee 
American Educational 











Theatre 

Pitch by the NALT is to impress | 
upon Congress that the theatre op- | 
erates on a national scale and isn’t | 
confined solely to Broadway or 


| other large cities. In line with this, | 


|emphasis will be put on the large 
| number of community theatres, lit- 
| tle theatres, strawhat groups and 
| stock ventures that are active in 
| production. Tactics employed by 
|the org will be patterned after 


| ene used by the film industry in 


| alties. 


| its campaign for elimination of the | 
| tax which, incidentally, legit the- | 


| atre interests sought to block. 


NALT has hired economist Dr. 
| A. G. Saxon, a professor at Yale 
|U., to document the effect of the 
| tax on legit. The film industry’s 
Council of Motion Picture Organiz- 
ations also employed a statistician 
to survey the effect of the tax bite 
on that entertainment medium. 

New York meeting, which will 
be a closed exec session, will be 
one of several conclaves to be heid 
in various parts of the country to 
stir up grassroots 
congress. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


pressure on 
\ 








es 
Equity Paycut 
Continued from page 55 


went below the breakeven point. 
They cited Herbert’s prior agree- 
ment to waive author-director roy- 
Two players also accepted 
the proposal and their agents sent 
confirming letters to that effect. 


However, Equity learned of the 








| 
a 


| arrangement, and a union repre- 
| sentative disallowed 


it, on the 
ground that Miss Blair and Mc- 
Grath had not cleared the matter 
with the proper officials. The pro- 
ducers thereupon posted a closing 
notice for the show. 

According to an Equity official, 
actors with star billing may take 
salary cuts without prior clearance 
from the cuts board, provided a 


| copy of the agreement is filed with 
| the union. 
'go through 


Cut for non-stars must 
the cuts board, how- 
ever, and the management must 
prove that the show involved has 


| actually taken a loss for at least a 


week before such a reduction is 
granted. 














ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theairical 

shows for over 42 years. Ours is 

the oldest, most reliable and ex- 

perienced transfer company on the 

West Coast! 

® Railroad privileges for handling 
shows and theatrical luggage. 


© Complete warehouse facilities! 


© Authorized in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul anywhere in 


U. $.! 
@ RATES ON REQUEST I 


Atlantic Transfer Company 
GEORGE CONANT 
601 East Sth Street 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 
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“Porgy and Bess” 


FORREST THEATRE, Phila. (unrit DEC. 19) 


Starting Dec. 21 for Four Weeks 
NATIONAL THEATRE, Wash., D.C. | 
Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 








el CAB CALLOWAY | 
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Polly Adler’s Faves 

The N.Y. Times’ Sunday book 
review editor, per ear-end cus- 
tom, polled “the au hor’s choice 
Md’ that literateur, Polly Adler 
roo House Is Not a Home”’), re- 
sponded: 

“AS 
(thoug 
I am | 
by your 
acted like 


a somewhat beatdown 
h still game) college junior, 
yoth flattered and heartened 
request. In fact, it has 
a shot in the arm. I plan 
to take your note to class and flash 
it around, just sort of casually, 
right under my English instruc- 
tor’s nose. If my hunch is correct, 
this should pay off in the form of 
a large, Juscious A—or even an 
A-plus—on my next book report, 
instead of the customary B. Since 
1953 has been for me a year of 
studying rather than ‘pure’ read- 
ing, it is easy for me-to say which 
book has meant the most to me: 
namely, Webster's ‘New Interna- 
tional Dictionary. Why? Because 
I'd have been sunk without it. And 
almost as important have been my 
other tried-and-true friends: Web- 
ster’'s ‘Dictionar of Biography 
and Bartlett’s ° uotations.’ | If I 
ever get a college degree, it will 
be mostly thanks to these three big 
boys.” 





‘Sticks Nix Hick Pix’ 

From “The Decline of Journal- 
ism,” an article by Colin Wills in 
The New Statesman & Nation, 
London, Aug. 15, 1953: 

“The parents of journal- 
ism were the orator and the 
spy, and the beginnings of its 
language owed much to each. 
The editorial writer thundered: 
the purveyor of intelligence 
insinuated: 

“The desire to use the big- 
gest possible type (and there- 
fore the fewest and shortest 
words) in headlines helped to 
create a new jargon. America 
led here, and there will prob- 
ably never be a better ex- 
ample of headline compres- 
sion than the classie achieve- 
ment of VARIETY, the Ameri- 
can show - business paper, 
which conveyed the news that 
the country districts of the 
J, S. objected to films por- 
traving their citizens as com- 
ical rustic figures in the head- 
line: STICKS NIX HICKS 
PICS.” 

From a letter from Upton Sin- 
clair, Monrovia, Cal., in The New 
Statesman & Nation, Sept. 26, 1953: 

“Mr. Wills selects for ap- 
proval what seems to me a 
quite charming bit of Ameri- 
can humor, a headline from our 
raffish newspaper VaRIETY. He 
Weakens it a little by spell- 
Ing correctly two of the four 
words. It should read “STIX 
NIX HIX PIX” Now, Mr. 
Wills tells us what this means 
in the very best scholarly lan- 
Suage, i. e., “The country dis- 
tricts of the U. S. objected to 
films portraying their citizens 
as comical rustic figures.” 
There are 17 words, and I ask 
Who in the name of common 
sense would speak 17 words 
when he can say it in four? 
Who would write 96 letters 
When he can get along with 
13, and especially when by the 
short form the newspaperman 
not merely causes you to want 
to read this article but gives 
you a hearty chuckle as well?” 
S Complete letter on the New 
tae & Nation, Oct. 3, 
, Both Mr. Wills and Mr. Sin- 

cidlr misquoted VaRIETY’s fa- 
mous much misquoted head- 
line, It should be STICKS 
NIX HICK PIX. The curious 
fly, See it for themselves in 
l€ Issue of Wednesday, July 
17, 1935. (Vol, 119, No. 5).” 

David Stone, 








France's Top 3 Literary Prizes 


mone three big literary prizes of | 


mut the Femina, the Gon- | 
rat hg the Renaudot, have been | 
thay ten rhese are the catches of | 
mightily and all publishers 24 
Deans af eel this windfall for it 

“eget ast 100,000 extra copies, | 
rus ceprints, making of new, au | 
is.) 2" Probably film sales. This | 
Voune. -,t¢ying period for the | 
jus authors vying for these 

‘crative kudos, | 
tho Jina prize went to young au- | 
.)°°S Zoe Oldenbourg for her 
Sia ete re Angulaire” (“The Angu- 
faiths aon ), 2 weighty novel on 
di, . 22d humanity during the mid- 
thy 13th She got the prize after | 
the G ' vote, Pierre Gascar won 

Ne Ppa for his “Le Temps | 
Desa es (The Time of the| 
lifes,” his third novel, a tale of | 
T) : R a prison 





‘enaudot prize went to Celia|Judge John Dudley Brown. 


Bertin for her third novel, “La 
Derniere Innocence” (“The Last 
Innocence’”’). This is about a com- 
plicated series of relations in an 
unusual family with a man in love 
with his sister-in-law who is a 
lesbian, and which is broken up 
by the mother-in-law who drives 
the wife to suicide and ruins every- 
body’s life. 

Special editions are being rushed 
through on these kudos and re- 
quests for foreign reprints are al- 
ready on order. There have been 
no pic offers as yet. 





No Mugg, He! 


VaRIETY’s Honolulu mugg, Walt 


Christie, a weightlifter-hobbyist, 
recently donned G-string and 
posed for a life class at Academy 
of Arts, presumably to get first- 
hand material for his newspaper, 
the Star-Bulletin, on art classes. 
Even before article appeared, a 


} 
| 


Paramount Story Editor 


Alan Jackson 


gives out 


In Defense of the 
Synopsis 


* * 


a bright byline piece in the 


48th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


DUE SOON 











was so impressed by Brown and, 
of | 


by the humor and character 


‘various defendants appearing be- 


surprised newspaperman was busy | 


accepting: subsequent professional 
model bids from University of 
Hawaii and other art classes. 


Mex Ban On U. S. Comics 
Sales ban in Mexico on U. 


fore the Judge, that he “resolved 
that this heretofore 


should not be lost to mankind.” 

And lost it was not. 
came what he calls “a favored son” 
of vaudeville, and for years his 
single, depicting “The 
Judge,” was hailed the world over. 


| Kelly also gained formidable pop- 


S| 


comics, done into Spanish for this | 
trade, because they “discriminate | 


against the Asiatic peoples by 
speaking disrespectfully of them,” 
automatically became permanent 
when Editora Sol, the local im- 
porter-distributor, withdrew _ its 
suit against the temporary 
straining injunction Mex Federal 
Judge Ignacio Burgoa allowed the 
magazine censoring committee. 
The judge ruled that the commit- 
tee was right in contending that 
these comic books contribute to 
racial discrimination, which is un- 
constitutional in Mexico. 

The jurist declared the commit- 
tee was correct 


re-| 


in branding the! 


comics unfit for the Mexican mar- | 
ket because they call the Japanese | 


and Chinese “filthy swine,” “pigs” 
and ‘dirty dogs.” Judge Burgoa 
recently allowed pic exhibitors a 
permanent injunction against the 
50% playing time for Mexican 
films clause in the new 
tographic law. The government 
has appealed that injunction to the 
federal supreme court. 


cinema- | 


Comic sooks are proportionately | 


as popular in Mexico as they are 
stateside. That is giving the pic. 
radio and TV trades as well as 
theatres some concern, They're 
feeling the competition. 





Ybarra’s ‘Caruso’ 
T. R. Ybarra closes 309 pages of 


ularity as an after-dinner speaker, | 


hust, and bon vivant. 

His memoirs are at their best 
dealing with typical anecdotes 
from his repertoire, and discuss- 
ing show biz and public figures 
the author knew. However, in end- 
less passages detailing mountains 
of viands and oceans of potables 
consumed by “The Judge” and his 
friends, the book is in need of 
bicarb. 

Book was completed by Scoop 
Conlon, Hollywood publicist who 
worked wiih the “Judge” on it 15 
years ago. Publication was delayed 
several vears by the author’s fam- 
iiy. Tome contains 19 photographs. 

Down. 


CHATTER 

Maurice Zolotow has a four- 
parter om Perry Como due short- 
ly in American Weekly. 

Frederick Sauer, motion picture 
editor of Radio Munich, in Holly- 
wood to interview film stars. 

M. J. Wynne, artist-writer-lec- 
turer, has launched a new adult 
game called “Carte Blanche.” 

Novelist John Hersey, poet E. E. 
Cummings and composer Roger 
Sessions elected to the 


, Academy of Arts & Letters. 


Caskie Stinnett, of Curtis Pub- 
lishing promotion staff, and a hu- 
mor writer, has an article on wait- 


'ers in the January Esquire. 


a new study of the life of “Caruso, | 


The Man of Naples and the Veice 


with this paragraph: 

“In the grand matn lobby of the 
Metropolitan Opera House in New 
York there is one bust. Only one.” 

Like most music-lovers who 
heard the great tenor, Ybarra i 
transported with the memory of 
Caruso’s voice and the glamor of 
the Caruso legend. Partisan in 
every respect. the writer neverthe- 
less takes pains to show how both 
the voice and the legend devel- 
oped. He is equally effective in 
tracing Caruso’s background and 
early struggles in Italy, and in 
reporting the singer's triumphs. 

However, Ybarra’s eyes are not 
closed to the contradictions, the 
temperament, and some of the 
negative traits which marked his 
hero as a human being. In many 
respects this book provides a better 
“shooting script’ for headlong, 
cinematic observation of Caruso 
than the script which was used for 
the highly-fictional Mario Lanza 
film, Down. 





Press Makeup Via TV Now 
An electronic “eye” played a part 
in the production of the Evening 


Times, Glasgow, and helped to 
speed up complex typographical 


processes which form the norma! 
rush in a newspaper office. The 
“eye,” a specially designed 
camera, Was installed to enable 
work to be smoothly synchronized. 
Basis of scheme, as yet in an ex- 
perimental stage, was the TV 
camera working on a closed circuit 


” 


Elizabeth Taylor’s mother sold 
her 100.000-word story, “Elizabeth. 
My Daughter,” to the Ladies Home 


| Journal for publication in three 
of Gold” (Harcourt, Brace; $4.50), | i 


Ss | 


installments, starting in February. 

Fawcett is folding Adam, male- 
angled monthly. with the April is- 
sue. Editor Joe Corona moves over 
to edit True Police Cases, also on 
Fawcett string. 

“Piccoli.” children’s book writ- 
ten by Life photographer Philippe 
Halsman. with pictures by Paul 


‘Julian, UPA animated cartoonist. 


has been published by Simon & 
Schuster. 

“King Saul's Daughter,” play by 
the late Morris 
noted American philosopher, which 
he wrote in 1938. has now been 
published by the Free Press, 
Glencoe, Ill. 

Olin Downes, New York Times 
music critic. feted at an American 


Scandinavian Foundation recep- 
tion in N. Y. aboard the M. §$ 
Kungsholm last week, for his 


services to music. 


Andre Fontaine named editor of | 


Bluebook Magazine, it was an- 
nounced today by Phillips Wyman, 
publisher of Bluebook and Red- 


| book magazines. Fontaine has been 


ia freelance writer for the leading 


‘magazines for the past five years. 


TV | 


with a normal television receiver. | 
In his room two floors below the | 


caseroom, editor Sam 
watched the screen and saw the 
final pages being made up. Intro- 
duction of electronics in this re- 
mote-control form to . newspaper 
work follows its application to the 
transmission of pictures by wire 
and radio, 





Posthumous Biog 
“Of Me I Sing,” by “The Vir- 
ginia Judge,” Walter C. 
(Dial; $3.50), is a posthumous auto- 
biog of the great monologist who 
died at 64 in 1939. 


McKinlay | 


Kelly | 


Kelly, as a young Virginia po- 


camp in Indochina. | litico, visited the police court c. | 
€ 


Previously he was associate editor 
of Collier's (1944-1948), on 
editorial staff of the N. Y. 


prior to that. He replaces Max- 
well Hamilton, resigned. 

Life editorial plug for Joe Laurie 
Jr.'s new ‘book, “Vaudeville ‘Hon- 
kytonks to the Palace),’ considered 
a publisher's dream.  Especialls 
since unsolicited; obviously those 
kind of plugs can’t be “promoted” 
or ballyhooed. 


Clarence Derwent, American 


} undiscovered , 
gold mine’ of comedy and pathos |} 


Kelly be-! 


Virginia , 











Small Wonder 


Ottawa, Dec. 15. 
Saturday Night, a Canadian 
weekly, editorially (12) men- 
tioned Stratford, Conn.’s plans 
for a Shakespeare Festival to 
compete with Stratford, Ont. 


It wondered if the Strat- 
fords in N.H., N.Y., Okla., 
Wis.. Tex., Calif. S.D. and 
Wash. (ranging in pop. from 


1,049 to 205) might be think- 
ing of tossing their buskins 
into the ring. 


: 


| +e 
} 
| 
| 
| 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


He eeesesersesee By Frank Scully 





Hollywood. 


Scarcely a day passes that I don't think of Jess Oppenheimer, pro- 


ducer and head writer of “I Love Lucy,” and not in connection with 
“Lucy” either. The appeal is much broader than that, which obviously 
takes in a lot of territory. 

To my smug circle of cynics, that might seem like scraping the bot- 
tom of the barrel for friends, but as long as all of us live in a political 


society we will have to deal with politicians. 


It includes politicians. 


Even Lucy, who seemed 


pretty starryeyed on the suffrage level, had to deal with them. remem- 


ber? 


deader. 


Why I bring Oppenheimer into all this is because he has perfected 
It can be attached to a TV camera 


a gimmick called Jay-O-Viewer. 


and will eliminate all these nodding Dobbins. 


So did her grandfather, now as dead as Harry White, if not 


I refer to politicians 


who at present read from scripts and try to take a quick peek at their 


audience for five seconds out of every five minutes. 

With the Oppenheimerian gadget, they would be looking right into the 
camera most of the time and no script would be visible. 
eye-to-eye with an audience is supposed to increase confidence in what 
the speaker is saying. 


This seeing 


V.’s Cardboard Lovers 


Today, even when actors are reading from large hand-lettered quar- 
ter-cards off camera, the effect is less than perfect. 


The prop man 


| holding the card may shift from one foot to the other and move the 


matism among Cardboard Lovers. 


card, thereby practically producing a frightening simulation of astig- 


| Since sponsors more and more prefer the stars to make the com- 
mercial pitches and do not allow any ad libbing or change in copy, 


it follows that they are inclined to hit the ceiling if the reader of the 
commercial looks out of the corner of his eye, like a sly one trying to 
put something over on a trusting public. 

As for actors who may have something like Hamlet's soliloguy to 
remember, the curremt offside reading is going to develop an occupa- 
tional handicap not unlike the late Ben Turpin’s, unless corrected by 


something like Jay-O-Viewer. 


On Turpin it looked good, but leading 
men might find that crosseyes were leading them right out a door 
marked “Exit?” 


Addison Sims Still Living in Seattle? 

Oppenheimer's aid to those who can't even remember that Mr. Ad- 
dison Sims was from Seattle operates like a teletype machine, except 
that it can be slowed down or speeded up, depending on what sort of 


pace the reading calls for. 


era. 


closeups or medium shots. 


deed. as far as he is concerned it looks as i: 2! 
on the camera lens, like Par’s new 
The invention was first used Monday 


last commercial. Of course this show 


The script moves along as part of the cam- 


peers: 


s 


reel fadeo 


The words are reflected and enlarged in a mirror and are lighted 
in such a way that can be seen quite clearly bt 


actor either in 
_ the camera. In- 


« words are typed right 
ut. 
9) on the “I Love Lucy” show's 
is on film but, even so. instead 


of having to shoot three or four takes to get one that would make 


Phillip Morris feel they were getting their money’ 


~ 


worth, with the Jay- 


O-Viewer, Dezi and Lucy got the perfect take on the first shot. 
The next bunch to grab on to the invention, I should imagine. would 


be the newscasters and commentators. 


But the ones who will benefit 


most from it. I fee] sure. will be the politicians, especially those in 
the upper echelon where words are most carefully chosen to conceal 
thought and attacks are always 
A Blessing for Politicos 

With such a device Harry S. Truman would no longer be killing 
half the effect of his indignation by looking down at a script or turning 
a page just when he should be giving the camera the old piercing hy- 
perthyroid look, the one wu 
“Give 'em hell, Harry.” 

Moreover, he could keep both hands free for that graphic chopping 
operation of his, which reminds one so much of an old-fashioned 
butcher using two cleaver: to make a mess of chopmeat, which was what 
hamburger used to be caiJed before the introduction of electrically 
driven meat-grinders. 


American 


Neither would Ike have to fiddle with his glasses and practically 
bury his head in a script while uttering words of no great depth. 


hi 


_ 


aasli > 


Daas 


elded in the nylon of protocol. 


o often has aroused audiences to shout, 


The 


fear that if he looked up he might ad lib some lively stuff that would 


create livelier repercussions would not be hanging around as 


hazard. 
Obviously, if he is talking ri 


Raphael Cohen, | 


A guy named Joe, I 


ght to us, the fact that the 
would not be so depressing if he could look at us and sm 
ing some one, politely 
depressed when a guy 
he says nothing and is 


of course. 
Savs nothing but 
reading it to us. 


a 


2 


constant 


tuff is dull 
while call- 
us are less 
then when 


ile 
All of 
Says it to our face, 


lving so-and-so. 


Wanner Help Him, Too? 


looking up and down, too 


tic, 


mean our guy named Joe, would be spared th: 
He nas been doing so many TV appear 
ances of late it seems he has developed into what looks like a s 
Cameramen in all charity 
him and insert stills of the people he is trying, judging and 


have been forced to turn 


past! 


bs 


wi » a) 


away fron 


hanging— 


all in one neuropathological performance. 
If he could Jook straight at 
to develop more gestures 


uses. 


with them. 


aaQaaea 


simple declarative sentence. 
Three Cheers fer Oppie! 


the | 
Daily | 
Mirror and city editor of Newsday | 


illiterate to become a U. 
along the line some lovalty board will not accept his X for a signature. 


So, all in all, Oppenheimer, 
of Lucy, her husband, their baby, 
destined to add one more boon to mankind—the elimination of sciatica 


from those who are forced in the 
to watch our statesmen perform on TV. 





Nation 
prexy, 


Abelard-Schuman. 


al 


recapitt 


Theatre 


& 


ilates his 


Text 


+ 


\ 


? 
t 


he screen, that would leave him free 
than the one openhanded posture he now 
He might even put his hands on his hips as a change of pace. 

memory hypo could not take care of 
stumblers; people like Winnie, whose minds are as clear as mountain 
moonshine but whose tongues are slowing down so that the words don't 
quite come out as smoothly as they used to. Neither will it help those 
who can't see across the room without their glasses, and not too well 


But there are very few of these spellbinders left. 
system is now so empiric that it is almost impossible for an out-and-out 
S. Senator 


And, of course, it won't help at all those who can't read a 


Our educational 


his voice alone. Somewhere 


n 
on 


he lad who made one happy family out 


Academy 
years 
of legit activity in “The Derwent 
Story,” to be published Jan. 6 by 


mented by over 60 photos. | 
John A. Creedy, Pan Ams 


hureau manager, 
prize plaque in the annual 
national competition 
Writers’ 


west 


r 


Travel 


for 


the 


awal d 


0 


is 


] 


‘the most effective, over-all 
promotion work in any part ot 


world during the year 


teen 
award. 


James E. Fain, 


\(Ga.) 


travel 


Journal, 


awarded the 


110 - 
aun 


fit 


int 


ul 


Mid 


tor 


t 


st 
r 


vel 


the 
‘ 


u 


‘a 


ic 


1053." | 
editors made 
of the Atlantic 
named execu 


‘ 
i\ 


| 


thei 


interest of their diminis 


landlord and his wife, is now 


hing liberties 


editor of the Dayton (O.) Daily 
News, in charge of the news de- 
partment and also the editorial 
page. Walter L. Locke, editor 
since 1927, now senior editor, Both 
the Dayton News and Atlanti 
Journal are James M. Cox ne . 
papers. 

Andre Harley, U.S. correspond- 
ent of La Cinematographie Fran- 
caise, back in New York, from a 


European trip. While in Paris, he 
had editorial conferences with 


P. A. Harle, publisher, and Laurent 
Olivier, editor of La Cinema- 
tographie. Harley is starting regu- 
lar Paris weekly letters on U.S, 


trade news, 
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Broadway 


Abe Lastfogel due in Dec. 20. 

N. Peter Rathvon, former RKO 
Pictures head, in from Europe last 
week. 

Eva Gabor winged to the Coast 
Sunday (13) to start rehearsals on 
a night club act. 

Bernadine (Mrs. Ken) Englund 
Out of LeRoy Hospital following 
an emergency operation. 

Esquire travel 
Joseph's cocktailery invites 
clude a teaser: RS(you) VIP! 

Greer Garson, accompanied by 
her husband, Buddy Fogelson, re- 
turning to the Coast via Dallas. 

Michael Curtiz, now directing 
“White Christmas” at Paramount, 
quickied into N. Y. for a weekend 
visit at the homeoffice. 

Myron Mandel, son of RKO The- 
atres national publicity chief Harry 
Mandel, to wed Norma Haft Sun- 
day (20) at the Hotel Plaza. 

Anthony Quinn, Kurt Krueger 
and Marcel Dalio as well as dancer- 
choreographer David Lichine off to 
Europe Saturday (12) on the Li- 
berte. 

The Frederick Brissons (Rosa- 
lind Russell) to Vermont for skiing 
with their son, Lance, while ‘“Won- 
derful Town” is shuttered next 
week. 

Joe Roberts, executive veepee of 
Sports Films, affiliate of the Inter- 
national Boxing Club, to San Fran- 
cisco and Hollywood on fight pix 
business. 

The Bohemians will dedicate 
their annual dinner Sunday (20), 
at the Plaza, to Steinway & Sons, 


in- 


now observing their centennial 
celebration. 
Metro studio publicity chief 


Howard Strickling returned to the 
Coast following homeoffice con- 
fabs on bally plans for upcoming 
studio product. 

George Murphy, in for two days 
for the National Boy Scout meet- 
ing, left for Washington and St. 
Louis. He'll attend an exhibitor 
meeting in the latter city. 

Richie Andrusco, eight-year-old 
star of “Little Fugitive,” to assist 
Police Athletic League in annual 


toy campaign to provide under- 
Privileged children with Xmas 
presents. 


3 Mayor-elect Robert F. Wagner, 
r.. 
award last night (Tues.) to car- 
toonist Ham Fisher at a Savoy- 
laza soiree attended by politicos, 
Broadwayites, et al. 

Jack Entratter junketing VIPs 
to the Sands Hotel, Dec. 15-29 for 
the first anniversary celebration 
of the Vegas hostel. Different 
top star entertainment set for the 
duration of the gala. 

Ed ‘and Pegeen) Fitzgerald may 


have to undergo another post- 
operative hospital stay for a 
“cleaning up’ complication that 


has suddenly developed as result 
of his long siege earlier this vear. 

A. I. Bezzerides, who scripted 
the original story for 
“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef,” 


Roxy theatre preem tonight ‘ Wed.). 
He returns west tomorrow ‘Thurs 
Ilya Lopert, back from London 
yesterday ‘Tues.’ for three weeks’ 
conferences with playwright Ar- 
thur Laurents on the film adapta- 


tion of “Time of the Cuckoo.” | 
Lopert will produce “Cuckoo” in 
Venice next spring. 

Denise Darcel and Mata & 
Hari follow the new Toni Arden- 
Lucille & Eddie Roberts show into 
the Cotillion Room of the Pierre 


on Jan. 12 for five weeks and Nel-| 


son Eddy comes in Feb. 4 for a 
month. Miss Arden and The Rob- 
erts opened last night ‘Tues.’ 
Hollywood columnist § Sidney 
Skolsky in with his actress-daugh- 
ter, Stephanie Sidney, on his first 
trip east in six years. Last time it 
was for the “Jolson Story” (Col), 
on which he worked, and now 
“The Eddie Cantor Story’ (WB) 
which he produced and coau- 
thored 
©. 2. Latte 
of Associated 
Corp., 


managing director 

British Picture 
arrived from London 
terday ‘Tues.} on the Queen Eliz- 
abeth for his annual U. S. visit. 
Among others arriving were sing- 
er Allan Jones, orchestra con- 
ductor Guido Cantelli and the ice- 


yes- 


skating duo of Mr. and Mrs. H. K. 
Brock. 

Col. Ed Kirby, who since his 
discharge from the army has been 
named public relations counsel! for 
the National Capital Committee in 
Washington, in N. Y. this week in| 
connection with the preview of 
Universal's “The Glenn = Miller 
Story,” of which he was technical 
advisor. Major Miller's orch was 
under his command during the 
War. 

. 
Paris 

French film people paving 
homage to the memory’ vo! Joe Bur- 
styn. 

Henri Vadna to take over the 
Palace, for revue and operetta 
March 1. 

Fernandel into “Lamb With 5 


editor Richard | 


presented the Honor Legion | 


20th’s | 
in | 
from the Coast to attend the flm’s | 


Legs” film, scripted by Albert 
Valentin. 

Grand Guignol switching back to 
/one-act play policy after try at 
| three-acters. 

Anouk Aimee to Spain for a star 
role in new Franco-Spanish pro- 
duction, “Le Fugitif.” 

Hildegarde Neff into Alexandre 
Astruc pic of Doswevsky novel, 
“Brothers Karamazoff.” 

American Indian ‘“Red-Skin Bal- 
let” into Theatre des Champs- 
| Elysees for 3-week stint. 

*Mobilette,” Serge Veber-Andre 
|Hornez operetta. starring Suzy 
|Delair, to follow “Schnock’” into 
European Dec. 15. 

Eddy Constantine starting his 
third detective film, ‘‘Women Get 
Along,” and also chanting at the 
Moulin Rouge nitery. 

Jean-Pierre Gredy and Pierre 
Barillet adapting Ladislaus Fodor 





play, “Cat and the Moon,” for 
Paris production with Simon 
Simone. 


Charies Boyer slated for Louis 
XV role opposite Martine Carol in 
“Du Barry” pic when he returns 
from “Kind Sir” assignment on 
Broadway. 

Top contenders for the Xmas 
trade likely will be ‘Lili’ (M-G), 
“Peter Pan” (RKO), “The Man Be- 
tween” (Rank), “The Robe” (20th) 
and “Moulin Rouge” (UA). \ 

Cinepanoramic, the French ana- 
morphoscope process, announcing 
that its lenses are now ready for 
pic making. There is no screen or 
stereophonic sound in the package. 

Madeleine Robinson inked to act 
jlead in .“Anastasia.”” Marcelle 
|Maurette Play now a London hit, 
to be here next season. Erich von 
| Stroheim being sought for support 





role in Paris production. 
Phoenix 
By Larry Jonas 
Ann Lee in town to ready 





|Sombrero Playhouse for opening 
next month. 

Ellsworth Stryker band checked 
;out of Silver Spur to open at the 
| Arizona Biltmore for 18th consecu- 
| tive season. 
| Kathy Godfrey, Arthur's sister, 
|commuting between Phoenix and 
|N. Y. for confabs with NBC re her 
new program setup. 

Construction work set to begin 
in January on Canterbury Play- 
house, new art film theatre. It will 
be 398-seater. 

Will Rogers, Jr. and Yankee 
pitcher Allie Reynolds checked in 
to address 10th annual meeting of 
National Congress of American 


Indians. 
| Clyde Beatty circus put on four 
i benefit performances for local 


United Red Feather Fund. Circus 
is backdrop for “Ring of Fear,” 
which Wayne-Fellows Productions 
is shooting here for WB release. 
One-nighter of the Dublin Play- 
ers cancelled out by Mrs. Archer E. 
Linde when ticket sales hit bottom 
| for “Shadow and Substance.” Local 


| tre comes in Dec. 19. 


| Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

| “Merry Wives of Windsor” un- 
derlined for St. Paul Civic Opera 
starting Jan. 14. 
| Jerome Courtland into Hotel 

Radisson Flame Room for fort- 
inight and to be followed by Four 
| Lads. 

Originally booked for’ one 
month, Don McGrane orch’ round- 
|ing out full year at Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room 


| Minneapolis Musicians’ Assn., 
| AFL, reelected George Murk presi- | 
ident; chose Al Bienfang, Fred 


Keller and Horace Carciofini as di- 
rectors. 

New Year’s Eve scale for “Time 
Out for Ginger,” at Lyceum week 
| of Dec. 28, tilted from $3.60 to 
$4.20. It is Guild’s second sub- 
| scription season offering. 

Taken ill in Chicago, Stan Ken- 


“Festival of Jazz” here; Dizzie Gil- 
lespie conducted in his place for 
two local RKO-Orpheum perform- 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Frank Liuzzi, president of Local 
77 (Musicians Union), seriously ill. 
Kay Karlton took over as im- 
presario and manager of Orsatti’s 
{this week. 





Little Rathskeller, has formed 
cocktail unit. 
| Ray Anthony, who opened at | 


Chubby’s, is first dance band book- 

ed by this club in five years. 
Bernie Berle, leader of Locust 

‘St. Theatre pit orch, furnished 





music for Adlai Stevenson dinner | 


; at Bellevue-Stratford (12). 

| Honorary membership in Ameri- 
can Bandmasters Assn. presented 
to Francois Julien Brun, leacer of 
; Garde - Republicaine Band of 
France, at Academy of Music. 


ton was unable to accompany his |} 


Victor Hugo, former maestro at | 


London 


Monica Boyar returns to N, Y. 
tomorrow (Thurs.) after cabaret 
enagements in London clubs. 
| Tony & Eddie, back from a sea- 
ison in Paris, opened a nitery date 
|at the Colony last Monday. 

James Carreras, boss of Exclu- 
sive Films, elected Chief Barker 
of the London tent of the Variety 
club. 

Jean Carson, star of the British 
musical, “Love from Judy,” in a 
nursing home after a nervous 
breakdown. 

Anton Dolin’s Festival Ballet re- 
turns to the Festival Hall Dec. 23 
for a short Christmas _ season, 
opening with “Alice In Wonder- 
land.” 

Diana Lynn is being negotiated 
for starring role on Broadway in 
Elmer Rice’s new play, “The Bread 
Winner,” which has been retitled 
“The Winner.” ; 

Passengers for New York via 
the Elizabeth who were delayed by 
the tug boat strike included Paul 
Gallico, Robert Goldstein, C. J. 
Latta and Allan Jones. 

Arthur Krim arrived in London 
last week on the last leg of a Con- 
tinental tour for confabs_ with 
Monty Morton, the UA _ topper 
here, before returning to N.Y. 
_Peggy Ashcroft missed a mat- 
inee of “Antony and Cleopatra” at 
the Princes Theatre last week 
after cracking a shoulder bone in 
the wings while running off the 
stage. 

Gregory Peck in London for con- 
fabs on his new British film, “The 
|Purple Plain,” a J. Arthur Rank 
irelease which starts lensing in 
Ceylon next year, with studio 
work to follow at Pinewood. 

The former Broadway show, 

“The Big Knife” by Clifford Odets, 
which Sam Wanamaker is present- 
ing in association with Stanley 
| Birch (also starring in it), is doing 
| big biz on tour prior to West End 
| production. 
; Local radio name Stanley Black, 
/conductor for many Decca record- 
{ing stars, signed Danny Purches, 
21-year-old Romany, who will be 
|'regular feature with Black’s or- 
ichestra on the air. Purches was 
discovered singing in the West 
|End streets and was featured in 
TVs “Shop Window.” 

Billy Daniels appointed Ken 
Pitt as his publicity manager for 
his London Palladium appearance 
|'early next year, where he’s mak- 
‘ing his third appearance. Mean- 
while, Oriole Records have re- 
| leased two of Daniels’ latest, “Just 
One of Those Things” and ‘Don't 
Take Yogr Love From Me.” 








Washington - 


By Florence S. Lowe 
| Joseph Borkin, rep for several 
; film companies, returned over 


| weekend from special mission to | 


| Indonesia. 
Screen star Annabella in town to 


booker hopes for better response | meet the critics and 0.0. capital in | 
| when Agnes De Mille Dance Thea- | preparation for Jan. 4 preem of her , 


| legit starrer, ‘‘Dear Charles.” 
Scott Kirkpatrick back at home 
base as assistant manager of Na- 
| tional Theatre, replacing Hy Bet- 


|tinger as top aide to manager Ed- | 


|}mund Plohn. 

| Howard Lindsay and _ Russel 
Crouse were here for doctoring 
{and scissoring of their Broadway- 
bound ‘‘The Prescott Proposals,” 
during first few nights at the Na- 
| tional. 


| Rio de Janeiro 
Carlos Ramirez singing at “Night 
and Day,” downtown nitery. 


| Stravinsky’s ‘Psalm Symphony” | 


of maestro Edoardo arnieri. 

i Plaza circuit, consisting of eight 
|theatres, inaugurated its wide- 
screen with ‘‘Sanga:ee” (Par). 

| Eleazar de Carvalho, permanent 
| conductor of the Brazilian Symp, 
off for a series of concerts in Eu- 
rope and U.S. 

The Rio Film Festival (limited 
to local productions) named ‘‘Amei 
um Bicheiro”’ (Atlantida Studios) 
as the best pic produced here this 
year. 

Recent American teleases in 
first-runs include “Salome” (Col) 
in 15-theatre circuit; “Split Sec- 
'ond” (RKO), ‘‘Monkey Business” 
| (20th), “Operation Secret’? (WB), 
| “Duel at Silver Creek” (U), “I Con- 
fess” (WB) and “Battle Circus” 
(M-QG). 


Miami 


By Larry Solloway 


| Betty Hutton set for Jan. 12 date | 


at Beachcomber. 


Lillian Roth into Sans Souci | 
Blue Sails Room for 12-day run. 
Sophie Tucker took an apart- | 


|ment at the Allison Hotel for the 
season, 

Jack Goldman okayed Dick 
Haymes for his Clover Club date in 
January. 


' Birdland, with Erroll Garner trio 


got its Brazilian poe under baton | 
u 


featured, opened to big crowds 
over weekend. 

Estelita, the Allegro Quintet and 
Suveen make up Christmas card 
for Saxony’s Pagoda Room on four- 
week option deal. 

Bobby Baxter and Hildegarde 
Halliday joined show at Bill Jor- 
dan’s Bar of Music. . 

WB. technical unit shooting 
scenes for ‘“‘Lucky Me,” Doris Day- 
Phil Silvers musical. 

F. Hugh Herbert’s daughter, 
Pamela, named publicity director 
by Lou Walters for Latin Quarter 
on Palm Island. 

Final lineup’ for Latin Quarter 
show preeming Dec. 23 has Jane 
Morgan, The Szonys, Bernard 
Bros., Ving Merlin and his strings, 
Veronica Bell, Ralph Young, Ruth 
Costello, Piroska and Ernie Amato. 

Ben Tobin, owner of the Holly- 
wood Beach Hotel and partnered 
in N.Y. real estate with Roger S. 
Stevens and Alfred Glancy, joined 
Stevens with investments in “Tea 
and Sympathy” and “Sabrina Fair” 
among other legit productions. 


Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 


Henry Busse to the Hotel Pea- 
body's Skyway for two weeks. 





Ina Minor, Memphis _ fashion 
commentator, wowed« the TOA 
members here last week with a 
big show. 


Dick Hawley, WMCT all-around 
spieler and announcer, will emcee 
annual Les Passes ball at the Pea- 
body Hotel New Year's Eve. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 
booked for a benefit by Memphis 
Union Mission chief Jimmy Stroud 
at Crump Stadium next August. 

Isabella Jones, summer § stock 
manager of Pawling, N. Y., Play- 
house, now on deck here directing 
the Memphis Arena theatre in the 
King Cotton Hotel. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal V. Cohen 


Playhouse got most of sets from 
“Pal Joey” when musical’s tour 
ended here. 

Al Abrams, Post-Gazette sports 
editor, took couple of weeks off to 
| have on operation. 

Karl Kritz will conduct Pitts- 
burgh Symphony concerts featur- 
ing Roberta Peters Jan. 1 and 3. 

Warren Caro came on from N .Y. 
ito present Council of Living Thea- 
tre scroll to the Nixon on its 50th 
anni. 

Dancer Gerri Gale took week off 
from DuMont network _ show, 
“Melody Street,” to play Jackie 
Heller’s Carousel. 

Si Fabian, Sam Rosen, Harry 
Kalmine, Monroe Greenthal, Les- 
ter Isaac and Zeb Epstein in for 
Cinerama opening. 

Paul Palangis expect to spend 
part of their holiday vacation with 
their daughter and son-in-law, Ken 
Rowswell, in Dallas. 

Local actor Al Checco and his 
wife, Jean Bradley, back in New 
York after 12 weeks of winter stock 
in Bermuda. 

Evans Family in Far East hos- 
pital but unhurt after crash in 
China Sea of plane carrying the 
| USO troupe in which they're fea- 


So. Africa 


“House of Wax’’ (WB) has proved 
a great draw in this territory. 

State Information Office film, 

“The 1820 Settlers,” accepted for 
presentation at a film festival to 
| be held in Edinburgh. 
Five members of a German Film 
| Unit here under Producer Dietrich 
Von Theobald to work on pic, “Re- 
turn to Africa’ for Capitol Films 
of Berlin. 

John Schlesinger wants to pro- 
duce a film about the Mau Mau, 
| and has visited Nairobi to seek the 
co-operation of the Kenya govern- 
ment. 

Local censor board tightening 
the screws on film posters. Guns 
and low neck dresses must be cov- 
|} ered, and European women must 
not appear with non-white men. 

John Calvert, who has been 
shooting a film in Africa in con- 
junction with British Lion Films, 
flew his own plane into the jungle 
for the work. Titled “Strange Hor- 
izon,” it will be in wide screen. 

















Chicago 

Silver Frolics closed Dec. 13 for 
Christmas holidays. 

Ruth Chatterton and_ Barry 
Thomson slated to open ‘Susan 
and God" at Showcase Theatre 
| Dec. 25. 





David Hall, 


| apolis Symphs. 


tl 
| Kaye Ballard, current at Black | 
Orchid, prepping lead role in mu-| Roberts and Evelynn Freeman. 
which | La Porte St-Jean, succeeding | © 
in| Three Drifters and Joyce 


| sical, “Great to Be 
;opens Las’ Palmas 
Hollywood Dec. 26. 


Alive,” 
Theatre 


-office; 





; Mercury Records | 
| classics director, in from N. Y. for | gave Idwin Shaw’s play, 


——— 


Hollywood _ 


Yvonne de Carlo in from Paris 

Robert Mitchum fined $209 on 
traffic charge. 

Rudolph Friml celebrated 
69th birthday. 

June Allyson recovering from an 
ap a a to B 

nny Simms to Baltimor 
the Cerebral Palsy telethon. cs 

Marcia Henderson to Las Vegas 
to divorce Robert Brodsky. 

E. J. Mannix returned from jo. 
day trip to N. Y. and London. 

Violetta Elvin out of the Sad. 
= Wells Ballet with a broken 
eg. 
Publicists Guild incorporated ag 
. non-profit membership organiza. 

on. 

William Broidy and Mark Ben. 
nett initiated into the Saints and 
Sinners. 

Sheree North, recovered from a 
foot fracture, returned to work at 
Paramount. 

W. R. Yarnell in from Philadel. 
phia for Color Corporation of 
America huddles. 

Shirley Patterson, currently in 
“The Long Wait,” changed her 
name to Shawn Smith. 

Norman Taurog will take a three. 
month rest at Palm Springs when 
he completes “Living It Up.” 

Danny Kaye’s leg injury caused 
a rearrangement of Paramount's 
— Christmas” shooting sched. 
ule. 

James Stewart made honorary 
life member of AFM Local 47 for 
his -work in “The Glenn Miller 
Story.” 

Eddie Cantor will emcee the Man 
of the Year Award to be presented 
to Dore Schary by the Beverly 
Hills B'nai B'rith. 


his 


Reno 


By Mark Curtis 

“Moon Is Blue” is Reno Little 
Theatre’s third offering of season, 

New act, Ozark Square Dancers, 
set for Xmas show at the River- 
side. 

Morton Downey on first nitery 
— in three years at River- 
side. 

First Police All-Star Benefit 
Show such a big success it will be- 
come annual event here. 

Norman Biltz is behind next 
downtown hotel, block from Mapes 
and Riverside. No gaming or shows. 

Nevada rancher Carl Ravazza 
will come downtown for two weeks 
<A Mapes Skyroom, starting Dec. 





Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Ernst Marischka shooting Arnold 
and Bach comedy, “It is a Boy,” in 
Berlin. 

Hans Glilesberger elected presi- 
dent of the Vienna Kammer Choir 
Society. 

Harold Roebbeling will open the 
Buerger Theatre during the Christ- 
mas season. 

American sponsored Red-White- 
Red network arranged television 
exhibition in Salzburg. 

Profit of American National Bal- 
let’s appearances here handed over 
to Artists in Need Society. 

Helen Thimig, widow of Max 
Reinhardt, consented to the forma- 
tion of a new Max Reinhardt Hon- 
orary Ring Society which will grant 
annual awards. 


Portland, Ore. 


Jeannie Ford held for third week 
at the Capitol Theatre. 

Mills Brothers held for second 
week at Amato’s Supper Club. Burl 
Ives inked to follow. 

William Duggan signed “King 
and I,” “Seven Year Itch” and 
“Porgy & Bess” as part of his 1954 
series for the Auditorium. 

Jack Byrne, from Metro’s home 
G. A. Hickey, West Coast 
district manager for company, and 
field man Allan Wieder here to 
greenlight the Metro's 30th Jubilee. 

Olsen & Johnson in “Oh! What 
A Night” played at.Civic Audito- 
rium last weekend (13-15). Al For- 
man Enterprises promoting show 
for 24 days in the Pacific north- 


west. 
Quebec 


By R. LaPointe 

The Coronet brought 
Impressionaires Dec. 9. ; 
Panegyris, Royal Greek Festival, 
coming to Palais Montcalm Jan. 4. 
Opera Junior presented Hansel 
and Gretel (in French) at the Palais 


in The 


Montcalm. : 
The Three Villans, The Three 
Fleetwoods, Great Rubyiat and 


Vivian Lore at La Tour. 
Le Theatre du Nouveau Monde 
“Philippe 


recording of Detroit and Minne- | et Jonas,” French version of “Gen- 


e People” at the Capitol. 


Maria Caruso with Tomm) 


at 


Hlen- 
dricks. 
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OBITUARIES 


ALBERT COATES 


|gian citizen, 


left Russia _ shortly 


! 
| attack several weeks previously. capacity at Loew's Poli and Globe 
| He retired-from the music field | Theatres, he was a member of the 


several years ago to devote full 
| time to tax accounting work, but 
| Prior to that had won wide pop- 
ularity over the upper midwest. 
For 15 consecutive years, among 


j 
| 
| 


DR. Pats , ‘ E ; Other things, Strawn's orchestra 

pr. Albert Coates, 71, British | after the Bolshevik revolution and| played at Excelsior Amusement 

nductor-composer, died Dec. 11 | was noted as an interpreter of Rus- | Park in a Minneapolis suburb. His 
- town, South Africa. Among | sian music. He came to the U. S.| wife and two children survive. 


Cape : 
his more recent posts was that of 


ector of the Johannesburg Sym- 
rey. Orchestra. He suffered a 
P roke last February. . 

Dr. Coates, who conducted in 
poth Europe and America, batoned 
in Russia under the Czar and the 
late Josef Stalin. Prior to the Sov let 
revolution in 1917, he was the 
Ozar’s operatic director. He went 
to England in 1918 but returned to 
Russia at intervals. 

He conducted 
‘ove Garden 
pened Philharmonic Oreh and the 
London Symphony Orch. In 1936 
fhe British Music 


he directed ‘ 
Drama Opera Season at Covent 
Garden. From 1904 to 1910 he con- 


yermany at such places 


ted in ¢ 
= Opera House. 


as the Leipzig 


His compositions included the 
operas, Ri 
banipal, 


“Samuel Pepys,” “Ashur- 
“Pickwick Papers, 


JOHN 










“Gainsborough’s Duchess” and 
“The Boy David.” He also directed 
and arranged the music for the 


films “Song of Russia” and “Two, 


Girls and a Sailor.” , 
In 1946 he went to South Africa 


with his second wife the former , 


Vera De Villiers, a mezzo-soprano. 


MORGAN WALLACE 
Morgan Wallace, 72, retired actor 
and playwright died Dec. 12 in 
Tarzana, Cal. 
career with New York stock com- 
panies, he appeared on Broadway 
in such plavs as “Women Go On 
Forever,” “Ballyhoo,” “Congratula- 

tions’ and “Loco,” in 1946. 
Wallace was seen in several plays 
with Lillian Russell and toured 
with a number of repertory 
troupes. He also had roles in 
several films including ‘Smart 
Money,” “The Final Edition,” 


IN MEMORIAM 
EDWARD B. MARKS 


1865 - 1945 





“Mama Loves Papa,” “Thunder 
Mountain” and “$1,000 a Minute.” 


\ctive in legit and films as an | 


actor, manager, producer and | 
writer, Wallace opened his own 


Stock company in Banger, Me., in 
1903. Prior to that he traveled with 
. Shakespearean repertory com- 
pany headed by E. H. Sothern and 


Ju a Marlowe 
During World I, Wallace 


establis 


and managed USO camp shows in 


ro: War Il. He was a former 
pl dent of the Theatrical Stock 
wanagers Assn. 

His wite SULVIVEeS, 


War 


JULIE WINTZ 
Wintz, 51, of the Musie 
\merica band dept., died 
York Dee. 8 after a long 
\n agent with MCA’s band 
cept. for the last 
‘ ! my underwent On Operation for 
I In tumor 
: aX a Joining MCA, Wintz was 
—_ . acer and talent buyer for 
° Fop Hat. Union City, N. J. Al- 
pita starting his career as an 
4VCOrneyv 1e 
field aft 


I 
1OSS 


iffer 
© at 
e first 


forming his own band 
college, He was among 
end ia! pandsmen to provide an 
1. tral type show on. stati 
rehes ype ation 
\ 2 LF ‘now WNBC), N. Y, 
7 Priis ag at one time conducted the 
‘ ate band on CBS. He also 
atone at the Village Barn, N. Y.. 
\yltre he started the “Milkman’s 
oo Nee” show which had a run of 
“emotes during one week. He 
eg composed musie for Warner 
> and recorded fo 
B unswick label. = 
Wife and two SONS Survive. 


GAY A. DOBROWEN 
® 'V Alexandrovice ae 
59 Russiancban eee Dobrowen, 


cled Dec. 9 in Oslo, Norway. 


1, Who became a Norwe- 


f 


in England at! 
and fronted the} 


DECEMBER 18, 1950 


FROM FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 


Starting his acting | 


hed theatres in army camps | 


10 years, he re-| 


drifted into the music | 


in 1930 to direct the San Fran- 
‘cisco Symphony Orch. He also 
'guest conducted the New York 
| Philharmonic, Philadelphia Sym- 
| phony and the San Francisco Orch. 
Dowbrowen conducted at 
|Royal Albert Hall and Covent 


| Garden, London; La Scala Opera, | 


|Milan; in Stockholm and in vari- 
;ous German cities. While in Rus- 
sia he batoned at the Moscow Op- 
,era and was associated with Stan- 
|islavsky’s Moscow Art Theatre. 
Wife, two children and a broth- 
er survive. 
PAUL GILL 
Gilbert Wilson Snow, 38, known 
professionally as Paul Gill, radio- 
TV character actor and announcer, 
died Dec. 7 in Portland, Me., of a 
heart attack. His ‘Uncle Hazzie”’ 
show on the Maine Television Net- 
‘work was the culmination of ten 







HYDE 


years of steady buildup In Maine 


radio and TV circles, 

| Before his entry into TV at 
WPMT, Portland, Me., Gill was as- 
i sociated with WCSH, in the same 
‘city, for ten years, following @ stint 
in vaude. In 1949 he appeared on 


show, doing his Down East char- 
acterizations and miscellaneous im- 
personations, including one of 
Godirey himself. 

Wife, two sons, and a daughter 
survive, 





MELVILLE CLARK 
Melville Clark, 70, harpist and 
inventor of the Clark Irish harp. 
died Dec. 12 of a heart attack in 
Syracuse, N. Y. He was head of 
‘the Clark Music Co., which he had 


harp was placed on the market in 
1913. 

As a_performer, Clark had 
played in more than 4,000 concerts 
, throughout the U. S., Canada and 
England. He was a former presi- 
'dent and treasurer of the National 

Assn. of Harpists, Inc., and a past 
president of the National Assn. of 
Music Merchants. 

| Surviving are his wife, the for- 
mer Dorothy Speich, a pianist; two 
sons and a daughter. 


LEW DIAMOND 

Lew Diamond, 47, bandleader. 
died Dec. 12 in Chicago while 
fronting his orchestra at a Palmer 
House dance. For almost 30 years 
Diamond had plaved club dates. 
benefits and relief nights at the 
major night clubs in the Windy 
City. For a time, in a relief capac- 
ity, he played the Blackhawk, Chez 
Paree, Conrad Hilton, and Palmer 
House on four successive nights o! 


| HARRY MOSS 





DEC. 18, 1947 





the week. 
agent at Music Corp. of America 
for the past 10 years, Diamond en- 
tered the entertainment field as 
ian agent with the Roy Benson 
office in 1923, even before he as- 
'sembled a band. He worked ex- 
'clusively in the Chicago territory 

Surviving are his wife, two 
daughters and a son, 





Roger L. Dann, 51, an assistant 
treasurer of the Bankers Trust 


Co., died Dec. 13 in New York. He | 


| 
] 
| ROGER L. DANN 


was associated with bank’s Rocke- 
|feller Center Branch, N. Y. 

| Wife, two sons and a _ brother, 
|Robert Dann, Metro studio attor- 





ney, survive, 
| VERNON H. STRAWN 
Vernon H. (Bud) Strawn, 39. 


conductor-com- | Minneapolis orchestra leader for 15 | 


years, died in that city Dec. 4 after 
‘having been stricken with a heart 


the | 


the Arthur Godfrey “Talent Scout” | 


operated since 1899. The first Irish | 


Doubling as a club date 


{ 


HUGH BARTLETT 

|} Hugh Bartlett, 40. member for 
1/15 years of “The Happy Gang,” 
‘top comedy-musical afternoon 
group ‘Colgate-Palmolive-Peet) on 
{the Canadian 


where he had returned to his par- 
ents’ home some three weeks azo. 
Because of illness, Bartlett was 
unable to rejoin “The Happy 
Gang“ on resumption of Fall pro- 
gram series He joined* CJOR. 
Vancouver, in 1936: CBC the fol- 
lowing year and was transferred 
to Toronto, where he joined the 
comedy-musical unit in 1938. 
Survived by parents; a sister 


SAMUEL T. DALEY 

Samuel T. Daley. 58, Akron. O. 
musician, who authored a series of 
instructions for orchestra instru- 
ments, died in that city Dec. 5. He 
'was a former director of the old 
Ohioans Orchestra at Riverside 
| Park, Akron. and plaved the bas- 
,; soon with the old Akron Sym- 
‘phony Orchestra and the Canton 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Daley also was a composer 
After he lost his sight in 1947. he 
; wrote some music in Braille. His 
, Wife, a son, and four daughters 
survive. 


WALTER WHITTAKER 
| Walter Whittaker. 70. accompa- 
nist for Madame Melba on her 
world tour. and for Madame Al- 


| 
| 


Broadcasting Corp. | 
network, died Dec. 6 in Vancouver, | 


bani and Lily Pons, died Dec, &. 


in Toronto. He had previously 
| played with Sir Thomas Beecham's 
orchestra for seven years, came to 
Canada to join the Toronto Syvm- 
phony and was on the teaching 
staff of the Roval Conservatory of 
| Music, University of Toronto. 

| Survived by sister. 


JIMMY GREEN 

Jimmy Green, 56. veteran music 
publisher. died in London Dec. 8. 
Associated with the Chappell’s 
group for 25 vears, he helmed its 
subsidiaries including Victoria. 
Irving Berlin. New World and 
Williamson Music. 

Before entering the publishing 
field. Green was a distinguished 
organist. He studied at the Roval 
College of Music. Surviving are 
his wife and two children. 


Cc. MERWIN 

C. Merwin Travis 
ice director for 
division. died Dec 

following a heart. attack. 
served with the photogra 

;tion of the War P 


TRAVIS 
59. sales serv- 
ABC's western 


8 in Hollyw ood 
He 





during World War IT 
} Surviving are his widow, son 


and daughter. 





JOHN J. MEEGAN 

John J. Meegan. 62. secretary 
and director of the Buffalo \N. Y 
Courier-Express and WEBR, the 
paper's radio station, died Dec. 7 
in Buffalo 

Meegan began his newspaper ca- 
reer a reporter about 40 vears 
ago. 


as 


ROBERT ANSTETT SR. 


Robert Anstett Sr.. 62. former 
prexy of Pheatrical Protective 
Union No. 1. the Stage Hands 
union, died Dec. 11 in New York 
He was a property man at the Roxy 
Theatre, N. Y., for the past 21 
years 

Wife and a son survive 


sistemas 
CHARLES F. LAWRENCE ~ 





Charles E. Lawrence, 59, assist- 
ant treasurer of Broadcast Music, 
Inc.. died Dec. 7 while visiting his 


daughter in Towson, Md. He was 
with BMI for the past 13 years. 
Only survivor is his daughter 


Americo “Rick” Carideo, 33. died 
Dec. 13 of cancer_ in Roosevelt 
Hospital, N. Y. He was only ill 10 


days. according to friends. Carideo, 
a sales representative for 
N. Y.. indie, is survived 
wife, Lola. 


by his 


| Wing Foo, 43. concert 
}and character actor in films and 
television, died of a heart attack 
Dec. 9 in Los Angeles. He became 
ill] on a recent concert tour in 
Mexico. 


baritone 


} —— 
| Capt. Merl Lavoy, 67, explorer- 
cameraman, died Dec. 6 in Jo- 
|; hannesburg, South Africa. He was 
'a former cameraman for Pathe 
News and lensed several 
mentary films of the South 
islands. 


Sea 


Harry A. Meyer, 65. stage man- 
ager at Loew-Poli 
tre, Bridgeport, 
that city Dec. 7. 


Conn., died in 


Formerly 


WOV.! 


docu- | 


Majestic Thea-| 


stagehands’ union for 40 years. 


Mrs. Helen Collier Judson, for- 
mer actress and director of the 
Twelfth Night Club in Manhasset, 
N. Y., died Dec. 7 in that Long 
Island town. Son and a stepsister 
survive. 


Howard A. Fogel, 69, Canton, O., 


musician, died Dec. 6 in that city. | 


He organized the Shrine’s drum 
drill team, and was a music teach- 
er for years. A daughter and two 
sisters survive 

Mother, 84. of Theodore P. Jar- 
dine, vice president of the J. Wal- 


ter Thompson ad agency in Chi- 
cago, died in Bronxville, N. Y., 
Dec. 12. 

e Sita 


Lou Espinosa, 58, telegraph op- 
erator employed by Warners for 
30 vears, died Dec. 12 in Los An- 
geles after a long illness. A broth- 
er and sister in Texas survive. 
Lockman, 51, KECA-TV 
executive. died of a cere- 
Dec. 7 in North 


Ross 
account 
bral hemorrhage 
Hollywood. He was formerly a 
salesman with KNX. He leaves 
his wife, son and two daughters 

Father, 80. of William Zalken, 
publicity director of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. and exec-sec. of the 
St. Louis Symphony Society, died 
recently at St. Joseph, Mo. 


Lucyna Messal, 
singer. died Dec. 
according to a Polis 
report. 


Polish operatic 
10 in Warsaw 
h News Agency 


Monda, 48. father of 
screen moppet Richard Monda 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage 
Dec. 8 in Hollywood. 


Michael 


“Doc” Cunningham, 
80. veteran showman. died in 
Houston, Dec. 5. As a theatre 
manager, he gave Houston its first 
vaude show. 


Claude C. 


A. N. (Pete) Cooke, member of 


the WLS. Chicago, radio sales 
staff for the past 23 years. died 
Dec. 6 in Geneva, Ill. His wife 
survives. 


Charles N. Lischka, for vears z 


member of the Film Productior 
Code Administration, died Dec. 9 
in Hollywood. 

Daughter, 17. of Emmet Lyn: 
screen actor. died of leukemia 
Dec. 7 in Hollywood 

Mother of Fave Parker. Pitts- 
burgh singer and TV artist. died 
on the Coast Dec. 2. 


Mother, 69. of Joe Louis, former 








worid heavyweight boxing cham- 
pion. died Dec. 13 in Detr 

Father, 71. of Maria Pa 
screen actress, died Dec. iz 
Hollywood after long illness 

MARRIAGES 

Catherine Viviano to Ron: 

Thomas, Pittsburgh. Nov. 30. He's 
aff and is the son of Fran 

cis The s, veteran Pitt 7 € 
tionist 

Rose Joseph to Samue! Fr 
Juare Mex De 5. Bride is : 
CBS Radio publicist: he’s a CBS- 
TV edite 

Dorsey (¢ yrs Jim B: 
Chicago. Dex 2 Bride is ¢ 
cago NBC-TV commentatc s 
an actor-announcer there 

Bart 2 Tobin to Carl O. 7 
J Chicag Dec. 12. Bride s 
educational agirector at st s 
WBBM and WBBM-TV in Chicas 

Thomasina Mix to Maj. John <Al- 


len Andre. Beverly Hills, Dec. 11 
Bride is the daughter of the late 
Tom Mix, film star. 

Lois Andrews to 
cleckner 
cently. 


Capt. Leonard 
Fayetteville, N. (¢ re- 
Bride is an actress 


BIRTHS — 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hughes. son 
Los Angeles. Dec. 9. Child is the 
grandson of George Lait. of Co- 
lumbia publicity, and great-grand- 
son of Jack Lait. 

Mr and Mrs John Baade 
daughter, San Antonio, Dec. 11 
Father is merchandising manager 
of WOAT, AM-TY, in that city 

Mr. and Mrs Larry White 
daughter, New York, Dee 9 
Father is with Benton & Bowles 
mother ‘Cathy de Carlo) was with 
same agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Green, son, 
|Dec. 14, Maidenhead, England 
Mother is Joan Rice, British film 
actress: father is the forme: 


American film and legit comedian 
now a London nitery operator 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Daubenspeck 
son, Summit, N. J.. Dec. 14. Father 
is supervisor of ratings for NBC 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Holt, son 
New Rochelle. Dec. 11. Mother is 
Margie Kurash, formerly a scribe 
with Young & Rubicam; father Is 


in samej|la FV announcer. 
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Ex-Foes Prosper | 
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ductions taking up 33°¢. Current 


viar saw U. S. product pushed 
down to 22.5°, with 55.6°° of the 


playdates geing to German films. 
In France: 37°< 
Somewhat the same story, if not 
quite as drastic, comes from Ja- 
pan. In France, French pix in '53 
cornered 49° of the gross against 


err 


37°, for American imports. 
It's odd but true that in 1953. a 
comparatively short seven years 


after the end of the war, the coun- 
tries that have shown the most 
eignificant gains in terms of pro- 
duction are the three defeated 
Axis nations—Gerweny, Italy and 
Japan 


3°: of India’s Audience 
As the U. S. distribs struggle to 


maintain their lead position akroad, 
they're also concerned with mer- 
kets such as India which hold a 
tremendous potentia! but vield the 
Americans no more than 3°; of the 
audience. Expansion in is 
being studied by the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. with little hope 
that anything can be done about it 


‘sla 


in the immediate future 
Mexieo: 76‘: 
Last available statistics show 
that. in 1953, 63%¢ of the screen 


time in Europe went to the Ameri- 
In the Far East it was 48°7. 
th America. 64°72. In Mexico 
Centra! America, 76°%. In 
Africa. 63° end in the Middle 
East 57°7 


Rising tide of r 


cans 


In Soi 


. ; 
(<3 na 


ationalism 
abroad. plus a host of restrictions 
imposed by local authorities. are 
giving the U. S. distribs a rough 
time. In some places, such as Ger- 
many. locally-lensed pix have 2!- 


wavs been favorites and the rebirth 
of production h 
awakened that tendencr. 
that the various 
ments involved consciously pu 
the showing ef loca) fi - 
means of nurturing the growth of 
domestic lensing. 


oomestic 


tra 
rue 


EBON 


ims 2 





Problems faced br American 
distribs in 1954 are twofol 
The industry in recent vears has 
been increasingly geared to ar 
ing iume of foreign revenue 
which. in the instance of some ?- 
panies. accounts for more than 

( of their global billings. Also, 
many of the companies are going 
io have fewer pix and are therefore 
depending upon on longer runs for 


Preblem 

















abie returns. is 
rt arly acute for 20th-Fox 
whic must depend on Cinema- 
Scope alone Company isn't pro- 
£& standard versions f 
C Scope films 
Army Echo 
Gas CONtinued from pace ° = 
non-commissioned officers’ clubs 
LSO-sponsored dances and enter- 
tainment. large bowling allews 
basketb boxing and other sports 
prom d in the camp gymnasiums 
i¢ spent for fil entz ias 
nied $i } OM ai- 
e sé Ice u s present 
40 t es in U.S Ss < ire 
\ I \ I] high « y 
Ne i aeve C S 
has ie! 
Army and \ir Force unaware ere 
s ision which f < - 
©) rs. Is worthwhile - 
g a, 4 aScope,. stereo- 
ec s d dv h ’ 
Sa es n r } e bec pon- 
g some A few ) 
les t nst ations t 
A oe 
( S < re t go f Ste 
sound, is proving as much as a 
drawback for the service units as 
it has been for smalltown and nabe 
theatremen. Service officials esti- 
1 t a complete Cine iscope 


nstaliation including directional 


sound. would cost approximately 
$15.000 per military post theatre, 
an undertaking that appears out 
of the question in light of the Gov- 
ernments economy program. Like 
regular exhibs, Army and Air Force 
film officials are awaiting the in- 
dustry’s decision on one-track Cin- 


emaScope fi 
Six Changes a Week 


The product 


1 
Hs 


shortage has proved 


a particularly acute problem, since 
the service units provide — six 
changes a week in domestic thea- 
tres and five a week in overseas 
installations. To bolster the heavy 
film load, the services have been 
resorting frequently to reissues 

British and foreign product has 
been used on rare occasions, but it 
hasn't proved as Satisfactory as 
American films, 
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unite "natural"! Famous hotel, famous 










Three straight passes. We're ‘faded’ 
























for our 4th year! Thanks Mert and Low names and we're getting along famously-- 
Wertheimer for giving us our start. celebrating @ first anniversary together. 
Our thanks to Milton Prell for sr 
| being so wonderful. 
vol 


ww 
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ote , 
HOTEL- RENO awA ry 
"ies sey ces ogee ages i Si ¢ 
s* “ 2 ar er 












































A "capitol" engagement for the past two grrr Hit: 
years. We “faired® so well, we'll see you for lett | 
next year. Thank you, yliyiny Nap agg An 
Ned Green. ait | out pins in the BM netn 
| « Bowl for our first good | 

zé\ \ Los Angeles soaks 

i we engagement. ro think 

Oh WN (e) 50 See Biter: 

Ss : appare 

- ee 

and v 

M s 

reagd 

The eyes of ! real 

2) Texas were with 

upon us--we hee 

hope Charles mee 

Meeker draws better 

















@"bead'on} Bf.) 

Oh, those hendsome | Tr again M the 1 
policemen! They've ent gee, | tis 
ticketed us for ) a 
our third cause we loved | iii 

aati that Texas . 2 

\oF - hospitality-- . 2 
wy —— gual. ) 
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